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NARRATIVE
O F A N

EXPEDITION TO SURINAM.

CHAP. XVI.

A Reinforcement of frejh Troops arrivesfrom Holland—EU'

campment on Mount Magdenberg, in Tempatee Creek—
Remarkable Injlance of Lunacy in a Negro—Mountains

—Beautiful Fiezvs—The Sick fent to 'Europe.

I
NOW once more retvirn to the principal obje6l of my CHAP.
Journal, viz. Fourgeoud's military operations. I have . .

before mentioned, that a fupply of frefh troops was ex-

pelled to reinforce our decayed little army ; and, on the

30th of January, 1775, the news came to Paramaribo that

the tranfport fliip Maaftroom, Captain Eeg, was arrived

in the river Surinam, and come to an anchor before the

fortrefs Amfterdam, with Colonel Seyburgh and two divi-

fions, confiding together of one hundred and twenty menj

under his command, two more divifions being expedled.

The following day I went down with a row-boat to

welcome them; and having dined on board together, the

.
Vol. II. B , ihip



t NARRATIVE OFAN
CHAP, fliip weighed anchor, and I failed up with them till before
XVI

^ _'
. the fortrefs Zelandia, where they moored, and were faint-

ed by a few guns. Among the officers, I with pleafure

recoUecfted my old fliip-mate, poor Enfign Heffeling,

whom we had left behind us on the Helder, according

to every appearance dying of the fmall-pox, when we

failed from the Texel, the 24th of December, 1772.

This young man, who now joined us with rank of fe-

cond lieutenant, had been peculiarly unforamate fince

his recovery ; for, foon after taking a paiTage on board

another fhip for Surinam, the veiTel encountered a

gale in the Bay of Bifcay ; when off Gape Finifterre,

her quarter -gallery and rudder were beat away; be-

fides which (he loft her fore-maft and main-top-maft.

In this dangerous condition, having the wind againft her

for Lifbon, the velTel run with difficulty into Plymouth.

From this place Mr. Heffeling took a paffage for France,

on board a fmall Hoop loaded with coals, with which he

had no better fuccefs ; for fhe ran, through the inad-

vertence of the mailer, on the Cafkets, which rocks went

through her bottom, and Ihe foundered immediately. Be-

fore the veffel funk, however, he had time to break open

his chefi, and take out fome linen and other neceffaries,

with which he arrived in a crazy yaul at Breft. He now

took (hipping again for Amfterdam, onboard aDutchman;

but the matter ran the (hip a-grbund, and he had nearly

been once more wrecked. Neverthelefs he arrived fafe

at the Texel, whence he had twice in vain attempted

to



EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 3

to fet out for South America ; and on this laft paflTage it CHAP.
XVI

blew fo violently hard, that all the boats, the (heep, the ._ ' .

pigs, and the poultry, were waihed overboard. Till this

date I had been the oldeft officer in the corps, except-

ing onlyColonel Fourgeoud.

On the arrival of the troops, our commander invited

them to a dinner, which confifted of fait beef, pork,

barley, and hard peafe, of which I had the honour to

partake, to my no fmall amufement, when I obferved the

(ignificant looks which were diredled by thefe new-

comers on their commander and his entertainment. In

the evening we condudted them to the play-houfe, where

the death of Caefar, and Crifpin Do£tor, were performed,

the one exa£lly as laughable as the other. I muft how-

ever confefs, that I was better entertained the next day,

lyhen the governor gave to all a fuperb dinner and fup-

per, where the ftrangers feemed to be as much furprifed

\vith the magnificence of the feaft, as they had been

the day before amazed with Colonel Fourgeoud's fru-

gality.

Having met at this table with fome excellent pre-

ferved fruits, among which was the guava, I will em-
brace an opportunity which is barren of incident to fay

fomething of it. The guaba, or guava-tree, grows to

about twenty-four feet high, with leaves like thofe of a

plum-tree. It is light-coloured, and the wood of little

confequence ; but the fruit, which is yellow, oval, and

B a about
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CHAP. abo\it the fize of a gold pippin, inclofes a reddifli pulp,

^
_' , full of fmall feeds ; the pulp is very fweet, and may be

eaten raw, or made into marmalade or jelly, and then it

is delicious. There are two fpecies of guava ; that which

is the fweeteft has the fmalleft qviantity of feeds.

On the 5th of February, the troops that.were fo lately

landed were fent to the upper parts of the river Come-

wina to be encamped. I fpeak of the privates, for moft

of the officers remained to partake of a feaft at the houfe

of a Mr. Mercellus ; by whofe command (to crown the

banquet) half a dozen negroes continued blowing the

trumpet and French horn in the room where we dined,

till the company were abfolutely deafened by difcordancy

and noife.

On the 6th, the whole corps, without exception, re-

ceived orders to leave Paramaribo, and to encamp at Mag-

denberg, a mountain near the Tempatee Creek, in the

upper parts of the river Comewina, to which, a* I have

juft mentioned, the reinforcement was already difpatched.

Having, therefore, prepared myfelf to fet out on my
fourth campaign, and taken leave of my little family and

friends, I repaired to the wp.ter fide, to fet out in the fame

barge with Colonel Seyburgh, but who, erroneoufly fup-

pofmg that the troops which came with him from Hol-

land were a diftindl corps from thofe arrived with Four-

geoud in 1773, made the negroes Ihove off the boat in my
prefence, when I was not a ftone's caft from it, and left

me
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EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 5

me on the beach, to my utter furprize and mortification. CHAP.
XVI.

I knew Fourgeoud had fwore that he Ihould " dance juft . _' ^
" as much to his pipes as the youngeft enfign in the re-

" giment ;" and in that he was perfectly right : I there-

fore ftrenuoufly fupported the chief againfl: his antago-

nift, and fetting off immediately with another boat, foon

overtook him, to his aflonifliment, when we all went

afhore at the plantation VofTenburgh, in the river Come-

wina. The next day we came to the eftate Arentrufl,

having pafTed the heavy barges that departed from Para-

maribo on the 5th ; and on the loth we made the Hope,

where having fpent fo many months, I here prefent the

reader with a view of that eflate, and of the eftate Cla-

renbeek, where flill our hofpital was kept. This day Co-

lonel Fourgeoud alfo came up the river, and llept at

Wajampibo.

On the nth, we arrived at the plantation Crawaflibo,

where we pafTed the night. Here the overfeer, a Mr.

De Bruyn, was fo very impertinent, that, as I already had

no abundance of affedlion for the fraternity of overfeers,

I gave him fuch a found beating that, with a bloody

face, he fuddenly decamped from the eltate in a fmall

canoe with one negro, and in this trim, at twelve

o'clock at night, like Banquo the ghoft, appeared before

the amazed Fourgeoud ; who thought proper to give

him no other confolation than to difmifs him with a

hearty curfe.

On rhe 12th we arrived fafe at Magdenberg, viz.

3 Fourgeoud,
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CHAP. Fourgeoud, the officers, and the barges with the privates.
XVI

,
From the Hope, the ellates now began to appear thinner

;

and after paffing Goet-Accord, about ten or twelve miles

farther upwards, not a cultivated fpot was to be feen, the

plantations having been all laid in aQies by the rebels in

1757, as I have already mentioned, a fmall place excepted,

juft below Magdenberg, which is, I think, called the

Jacobf and where a few negroes are kept to cut timber.

The river above Goet-accord becomes very narrow, being

lined on each lide with impenetrable brufli-wood, like

the river Cottica, between Devil's-Harwar and Patamaca

;

and the Tempatee Creek, which may be confidered as the

fource of the whole river Comewina, becomes alfo much
narrower. Magdenberg, which is about a hundred

miles from Paramaribo, was formerly an eftate, but has

now not a veftige of cultivation left, a poor old orange-

tree excepted, and is at prefent neither more or lefs

than a barren defolate mountain.

Here we found the furface of the earth in fome places

covered with a kind of ftrata, that had the appearance of

mother-of-pearl, and lay fcattered in fmall fcales, about

the lize of an Englilh fhilling. In many places of Suri-

nam are found the marks of foffils and ores, as I have

already hinted. Indeed, iron ore is common, and I hav^

no doubt but gold and filver mines might be met with if

the Dutch would be at the expence, and perfevere in

making the difcovery. I have already mentioned the

Marawina diamonc^, and white and red agate, which are

often



EXPEDITION TO SURINAM.

often feen in the upper parts of the river Surinam. On
this mountain we alfo found the air cooler and more pure,

tind of courfe more healthy than in any other part of the

colony.

On the 17th the nev/s reached us, that the tranfport

fhip, the Maria Helena, Avith the remaining two divifions

of one hundred and twenty men, commanded by Captain

'Hamel, had alfo arrived in the river Surinam on the 14th

inftant. Thus the reinforcements together confifted of

two hundred and forty men, and, on the 5th day of

March, they all arrived in heavy barges at Magdenberg,

where I may now fay that Colonel Fourgeoud's whole

forces were affembled. The fame day one hundred negro

Haves alfo arrived, to carry the loads when we fhould

march. One of the new negroes being miffed from on

board a military barge, and marks of blood difcovered

in it, the commanding officer, a Mr. Chatteauview, and

a fentinel, were both put under an arreft to be tried for

murder. On the fame eventful day alfo, two of our cap-

tains fought a duel, in which one of them received a

wound in his forehead.

On the 13th, a barge with provifions, coming from Pa-

ramaribo (Ihocking to relate !) found the negro that was

miffed on the 5th at the water's edge, lying in the brulh-

wood, with his throat cut from ear to ear, but ftill alive,

the knife having miffed the wind-pipe. This miferable

apparition of ikin. and bone they took on board, and

a brought
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CHAP, brought to Magdenberg, where, by a fkilful furgeon,

. ^^^'_r Mr. Knolaert, the wound was fewed up, and the man
furprifingly recovered, having lain nine days in that

dreadful condition without any fubfiftence or covering

whatever, and weltering in his own blood, even without a

bandage. The week after I had nearly loft my own life

by an accident. Two negroes of the eftate Goet-Accord

being employed in hunting and filhing for Fourgeoud,

one of them, named Philander^ propofed to me to accom-

pany them in the wood, where we might chance to meet

with forae pingoes^ or powefa\ but a heavy fliower of rain

coming on, when we had only walked two miles, we de-

termined to relinquilli the projedl, and repair to the fmall

fpot called the Jacob for flielter, to gain which we were

obliged to pafs through a deep marfh. Having waded

till up to our arm-pits, Philander, who. was the fineft man
without exception that I ever faw, began to fwim, as did

his companion, with one hand, holding their fowling

pieces above the water with the other, and delired me
to follow them. This I tried, having nothing on but

• my fhirt and trowfers ; when, after fwimming two or

three ftrokes, I funk to the bottom like a ftone, with

the weight of my mufquet ; but relinquiflaing it, I im-

mediately rofe to the furface, and begged that Philan-

der would dive for it; who having fecured his own to a

mangrove, brought it up without difficulty. At this mo-

ment a thundering voice called out through the thicket,

—"Who
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— " Who fomma datty f and another/ooto footo da Bonny CHAP.
« h'ry da dago f Who is that ? Who is there ? Fire ! fhoot !

.
j^^j' ,

*' it is Bonny, kill the dog !"—and looking up, we faw the

muzzles of lix mufquets prefented upon us at a very little

diftance indeed. I inftantly dived, but Philander anfwer-

ing that we belonged to Magdenberg, we were permitted

to come on fhore one by one at the Jacob, and found that

thefe trufly negro flaves, having heard a flouncing in the

water, and feeing three armed men in the marfh, took it

for granted that the rebels were coming, headed by Bonny

himfelf, for whom they had miftaken me, being almoil:

naked and fo much fun-burnt ; befides my hair, which

was fhort and curly, I entirely refembled a mulatto.

Being refrefhed with fome rum, and having dried our-

felves by a good fire, we now returned back to the Mag-

denberg, where I congratulated myfelf on my efcape.

On the 19th, Colonel Fourgeoud being now fupplied

with frefh troops, fent a whole fhip load of invalids to

Holland, who failed this day ; and on February the 26th,

my dear friend Heneman alfo failed for Holland, in an

extremely debilitated ftate.

Among the troops which failed at the fame time with

Heneman were feveral officers, not very lick, but juftly

dillieartened and difgufted at Fourgeoud's injuftice, In

having flopped their preferment, as I have intimated in

the end of the tenth chapter ; while they now faw them-
felves fuperfeded by raw youths, who were at fchoot

Vou II. G at
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CHAP, at the time they were ferving the colony in 1772. With

1^

__'
_^

this veffd failed alfo the officers whom he had put under

an arreft, the i6th December, 1774. Never was an hof-

pital fhip fo ill provided with refrefhments.

! On the sift, Fourgeoud reviewed with pleafure his

recruited little army, where I was forry the rangers

did not appear. He now difpatched one hundred men

as a patrole to reconnoitre the fkirts of his new en-

campment, of which number I had the honour to be

one. During this time nothing remarkable happened,

except meeting with a large company of quatas, which

being one of the moft remarkable fpecies of monkies in

the world, from their affinity to the human race, I cannot

tacitly pafs over. One evening walking with my black

boy Quaco without the camp, they came down fo low to

look at us, and threw fmall fticks and excrements at us,

;
that we flopped, and I had an opportunity thoroughly to

examine them. The quata^ or quato, is very large, with

an enormous tail : their arms and legs being covered over

with long black hair, they make a very hideous appear-

ance indeed ; the more fo, as the creature's face is quite

naked and red, with deep funk eyes, which gives it much

the appearance of an old Indian woman. It has fhort

ears, and only four fingers without a thumb on its hands

or. fore feet, but it has five toes on the hinder feet, all of

which have black nails. The extremity of its tail has a

fpiral turn inwardly ; it is naked and callous, by its fre-

quently



/v/' ^^/////<' /-^ /r/r/vf/r////rr . ///'///r//.)

r.rn,1/<n,Pl,hli.<-lirtl De<r:^':'l;r,:ify.|.J,•hnM,l.^U•<ll•Ul^lll,n^ll Yiii;l

.





EXPEDITION TO SURINAM, xi

qnently hanging to the branches of the trees; for when chap,

fo employed, it ferves the animal as a fifth limb. Moft
,j^^^

wonderful is the agility of thefe monkies in fwinging

from one tree to another, but I never faw therti leap.

Their throwing fliort fticks and excrements feems to be

no more than a mimicking of the human adlions

without any purpofe, as they neither have ftrength to

throw far, nor dexterity to hit their obje6ls, and if they

befoul them it is by accident only. But what appears

peculiarly remarkable is, that when one is hurt by a

mufket or arrow, the poor animal inftantly claps its hand

'

on the wound, looks at the blood, and with the moft

piteous lamentations afcends to the very top of the tree,

in which he is affifted by his companions ; where, hang-

ing by the tail, he continues to bewail his fate, till by the

lofs of blood he grows totally faint, and drops down dead

at the feet of his adverfaries.

It is not fo extraordinary that one of this fpecies, when

wounded, fhould be affifted by his companions in climb-

ing ; but that they fhould have fo much knowledge in

botany, as to procure vulnerary herbs, and chew and

apply them to the wound, is what I cannot credit, though

it is fo confidently alTerted by a late traveller : and as to

the alTiflance they give in paffing a river, by holding each *

other's tails, and fwinging till the lowermoft is thrown

np to the branch of a high tree, though I have a great

opinion of UUoa, who relates itj and-hasgiven a print of

C 2 it
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CHAP, it in a vignette ; fince he does not fay he faw it himfelf,,

^^^-
, I muft take the liberty to doubt this fad*, and even what

he fays he witneffed.

I muft here mention another monkey that I fiiw at Co-

lonel Fourgeoud's houfe, which is in Surinam called the.

wanficoe, and is covered over with long black hair, like

the quato ; but its limbs are fliorter ajid more hairy, and

its face is a kind of dirty white. This monkey is the

9rily one of the fpecies that is not fociable, being con*

ftantly found alone; and fo, defpicable is this folitary

animal, that he is continually beaten and robbed of his,

food by all the othei;s, from, whom he is too lazy to,

^fcape, though too cowardly to fight.

Of the long-haired monkies, the fa.ccamnkee is the-

fmalleft;. indeed, I, may fay of all the monkies. in

»- It is moft probable, that Ulloa took "the governor's houfe, fb taughtj as the

the account from Acofta's Hiftory of the '< things he did feemed incredible. They;

Weft I;idies. This is his account, taken " fent him to the tavern for wine, put-

from a tranflation printed in 1604. " ting the pot in one hand and the money

« They leap. where they lift, winding " in the other;, they could not ppflibly get-:

« their tails about a branch to (hake it,, '< the money out of his hjnd before he.

•'when they will leap farther than they " had his pot full of wine. If any chil-.

*< can at oncej they ufe a,pr«tty device, "dren met- him in the flreet, and threw-

" tying thcmfelves by the tails oije of " flones at him,, he would fet his pot down

,

«« another, a;id by this means make as " and caft ftpnes againft the children, till

«* it were a chain of many, then do they " he had aflured his way ; then would

« launch themfelves forth." «^ he return to carry home his pot. And,

.

Acofta does not. fay he faw this him- " which is more, although he were a good,,

felf ; but to the following he profefles " bibber of wine, yet he would never

he was an eyc-witncfs. Thefe are his «^-touch it tiU leave was given him."

words—« I /aw one in C^rthagene, in

Guiana,,
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Guiana, if not in the world, being not much larger than chap,
XVI.

a Norway rat.. _ ^_ ^

This is a beautiful little animal, with blackifli grey

frizzled hair,, a white face, and very bright fhining eyes;.

its ears are large and naked, yet they are not very per-

ceptible,, being covered by the very long and white

whifkers that grow round the whole vifage of this

little creature : its feet are not unlike thofe of a. fquir<-

rel, and its tailis bufhy and annuUted, So very delicate

is the faccawinkee, and f>> fenfible of the cold,,that fcarcely

one of them, is brought to Europe alive, and. if they are

they very foon. pine and die.. The Dutch call them the

^agahnteey fiom their being chagrined at the fmalleft

trifle. In the annexed plate? I have delineated both thofe

tnonkies, the large quato, and,the fmall faccawinkee, thus,

endeavouring to corredt with my pencil the. deficiency of

my pen.

On my return to the. Magdenberg, I narrowly efcaped.

being crufhed to death by an enormous tree, which)

dropped by age juft at my feet. Thefe. accidents fre--

quently happen in the fore.ft ;. this, however, only

flightly wounded two or three of our marines. During,

this trip we had much rain, and were obliged to crofs.

over a fmall creek. We cut down one of the palm-trees

on the water's edge, which falling acrofs the river formed;

2L. temporary bridge.

I now paid a vifit to the miferable negro who hadbeenx

fe)und with, his throat cut, and who was fo well as to

be
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be able to converfe; when he declared to me, that he

committed this violent a6lion with his own hand, 'the

fufpedted officer and fentinel were, therefore, inftantly

acquitted. I afked him by what reafon he had beeii

incited to fuicide ? and he anfwered—" None."

<* I have," faid he, " as good a matter and miftrefs as I

*' could wifh, and a family of my own that I miich love :

** I had flept found during the whole night till about

<* four o'clock in the morning, when awaking I took my
*' knife to pick my teeth with it, and inftantaneoufly cut

" my throat without knowing why ; but the monient

" after repented of what I had done. I then rofe from my
*' hammock and got into the canoe to wafh myfelf, and

*' try to bind up the wound, but ftooping over the fide

"and bleeding very faft, I turned faint and fell into the

*' river. I was now no more able to get on board, or to

" cry for affiitance. However, by ftruggling, I made fliift

" to get on fliore, where I fell down and lay helplefs, till I

" was picked up by a boat going to Magdenberg ; during

" all which time of nine days I had my perfedl fenfes,

" and faw a tamanoir or ant-bear come to fmell the pu-

** trid blood about my neck, who, on feeing me move,

*' retired into' the foreft."

I gave the poor man fome Bofton bifcuits which I had

got from Paramaribo, a large calibafh with barley to

make him fome foup, and alfo fome wine. This negro

appeared to be about fixty years of age.

I. now to my forrow received a letter from Mr. Ken-

3 nedy,
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nedy, who was preparing to vifit Holland, requefting that CHAP,
my boy Quaco might be returned to his eftate. I ac- ^^^'

cordingly fent him down with a letter, offering to buy

him of his matter as foon as it fliould be in my power

to pay him.

On the id of April, Colonel Fourgeoud ordered all the

fick remaining in the colony to Magdenberg, where he

had erected an hofpital and a large vi£tualling magazine.

Thus all the invalids from Clarenbeck arrived here, with

furgeons, apothecaries, attendants, Sec. : and here, in fa£t,

as I faid, the air was more healthy. At this period the

old gentleman was particularly ill-natured, and abufed

both friend and foe without diftincftion ; fwearing, that

not a foul fhould be exempt from duty, provided they

could but ftand on their legs. About this time a flrong

detachment was fent to the eftate Bruyinfburgh in Co-

mewina, where an infurredlion was expected, the flaves

refufing to work upon a Sunday; to which, however,

they were driven by the lafh of the whip.

It was now in the midft of the rainy feafon, that

Fourgeoud declared his intention of fcouring the woods;

and, in confequence, gave orders for two ftrong columns

to march the next day. The reafon for chufing this

feafon was, that if he could now diflodge the rebels they

muft ftarve for want, which would not be the cafe in the

dry months, for then the foreft abounds with fruits and

roots of many kinds. This was, however, in my opinion,

a falfe piece of generalfhip ; if it be conlidt^red on the

other
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CHAP. Other hand, the dreadful havock which the wet weather

^^j- muft produce among his troops, of which he killed, I

fuppofe, at the rate of twenty to one rebel negro.

Fourgeoud was himfelf of a very ftrong conftitution,

liaving been ufed to hunting and fliooting the whole of

his life-time: to which he added temperance, and the

daily ufe of his beloved tifan.

His drefs conlifted of nothing but a waiftcoat, through

one of the button-holes of which he wore his fword : on

his head he wore a cotton night-cap, with a white beaver

hat above it, and in his hand a cane ; but he feldom car-

ried his mufket or his piftols. I have feen him all in

rags and bare-footed, like the meaneft foldier.

On the morning of the 3d of April, at fix o'clock, the

two columns fet out upon their march, the one com-

manded by Colonel Seyburg, the other by Four-

geoud ; to which laft I had the honour to belong. Our

poor men were now loaded like afles. They were ordered

to put their fire-locks in their knapfacks, of courfe the

muzzles excepted : this was to keep them from the rain,

whicli ahfolutely poured in torrents. Our courfe was

fouth by eaft, up among the banks of the Tempatee

Creek, where we foon came to fwamps, and were

marching in the water above our knees.

During the firft day's march we met fome very pretty

fquirrels. Which are of feveral kinds in this country.

Thofe.that we faw were brown, with the belly white, the

tail not fo btifliy ; nor were they, upon the whole, fo large

S ^
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as thofe of Europe. There are alfo white fqnirrels in this c H A P.

country with red eyes, and flying fquirrels. Thefe, it is "^^i^
well known, have no w^ngs, but a membrane between

the fore and hinder leg, being a part of their ikin, wiiich,

when they leap, expands like the wing of a bat, and by

this, like a parachute, they reft upon the air, and in

their flights are carried to a confiderable diftance.

On the 4th of April we marched again, our courfe fouth

by eaft, till two o'clock, when we changed our courfe to

fouth-fouth-weft.

This day we pafled by piles of fine timber, that were

left there to rot fince 1757, when the eftates were demo-

lifhed by the negro flaves who were in rebellion. Among
thefe were the purple -heart- tree, the iron-wood-tree^

and the bourracourra, known in England by the name

of Brazil.

The purple-heart-tree grows fometimes to the height

of fourfcore feet, and thick in proportion, with a fmooth

dark brown bark; the wood is of a beautiful purple co-

lour and an agreeable fmell, and is much efteemed on

account of its weight and durability.

The iron-wood-tree, fo called from the gravity and

permanent quality of its timber, grows to about fixty

feet in height, with a light-coloured bark. It is much
Talued by the natives as well as the Europeans, on ac-

count of its hardnefs in particular (refitting even the

hatchet), and for taking a mofl: beautiful bright polifli.

This wood finks in water.

Vol. IL D The
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« H A p. The bourracourra, or brazil, grows to between thirty

^^^^' and forty feet high, but not very thick, with a reddilh

bark. The heart only of this tree is valuable, after the

white pithy part is cut away, though then it is much di-

minifhed. This wood is as truly beautiful as it is ufe-

ful, the colour being a fine crimfon, variegated with

irregular and fantaftical black fpots, from which, by the

French, it is called bois de lettres. It is heavy, hard, and

durable, though rather brittle, and is capable of taking

the brightefl polilh; this laft is fcarce in Guiana, but

the others are more plentiful, growing on the higheft

grounds ; where alfo is found ebony. The heavy trees,

being fliaped into timbers for fugar-mills, are chiefly fent

to the Englifli Weft India iflands, and often fold for the

price of fifty guineas each piece.

The word of command being again given on the 5th^

we unflung our hammocks, then marched fouth-fouth-

eaft, and fouth by eaft, through deep and dangdrous-

marlhes up to our breafts in water, and in very heavy rains;

in which helplefs ntuation we were fuddenly alarmed,

not by a party of rebels, but by a company of large mon-

kies, which we difcovered in the tops of the trees, knock-

ing a kind of nuts againft the branches to break them for

their contents, Avith the greateft regularity, as it were

keeping time alternately at every ftroke, while fome of

them threw down their burthens ;. and a nut falling from,

a confiderable height, broke the head of one of our ma-

rines. The found of breaking thefe nuts,, we had mif-

taken for the rebel negroes cutting wood with an axe.

In
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In the evening we encamped near the Tempatee chap.

Creek ; where we made large fires, and huilt comfort-

able huts ; thus this night we flept protedled from

the wet. Here we found the beft water I ever tafted:

and in the camp I faw two remarkable lizards, the one

called the devil of the woods, and the other agama, in this

coimtry. The firft is an ugly fmall lizard of a deep brown

or blackiili colour, which runs with amazing fwiftnefs up

and down the trees ; it has no fcales, a large head, and it

is faid to bite, which is fuppofed to be an uncommon pro-

perty in a lizard. The other is called the Mexican came-

leorii which is remarkably fplendid; and, like others of

the kind, is endued with the property of changing its

colour; but of its nature and qualities I can fay little

more, having never had the opportunity of a clofe ex-

amination. In Surinam there is alfo a fpecies of lizard,

known by the name oifalamander, which alfo I never

faw.

On the 6th we marched again, keeping due weft

till twelve o'clock, through very heavy rain and deep

water; when we changed ovir courfe to the north, and

paired over very high mountains, by many fuppofed to

be pregnant with treafure.

•* Rocks rich with gems, and mountains bright with mines,

*' That on the high equator ridgy rife ;

'* AVhere many a burfting ftream auriferous plays

:

" Majeftic woods of every vigorous green,

" Stage above ftage high waving o'er the hills."

Thomson.

D 2 The

XVII.
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CHAP. The two higheft mountains in South America, are that

,_
_

'
,
peak of the Andes called ChimborazOi which meafures

20,460 geometrical feet above the furface of the South

Sea ; having, though under the line, 4000 feet of its

fnmmit continually covered with fnow. The other is

that, on the flope of which is built the city of Quito, at

the heighth of 9,370 feet, and is thought to be the

higheft inhabited land in South America, if not in the

world.

We ftill continued marching north, on the 7th, over

mountains, from which, at intervals, we had undoubt-

edly the moft enchanting profpetSls, as well from the

wildnefs of the country, as the beautiful variegated

verdure difplayed in fo many different fhades through

this amazing foreft. Here I faw a bird which is called a

zmodcock, which appears to have much of the colour of

thofe in Europe, but which flew very heavily; I was

however informed, that it can run with incredible fwiff-

nefs. But the obje<Sts which moft attra<Sted my attention

were the arnotta-trees, a few of which we met with : of

thefe I have copied one of the twigs with great exadnefs.

This ti;ee, which is alfo called the' rowcoiv, or the orkan^

tree, and by the Indians cojfowee, may rather be ftiled

a fhrub, as it does not grow above twelve feet in height.

The leaves are greener on one fide than the other, and

are divided by fibres of a reddifli brown colour, as is alfo

the ftem ; the pods, v/hich are as large as a fmall- hen's

egg, are briftled like the outer hufk of a chefnut. At

tirft. they are a beautiful rofe colour, which, as they

8 ripen,
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ripen, changes to a dark brown, when they burft open CHAP.

and difplay a rich crimfon pulp, in which are contained ,_ __.
'

,.

feeds that are black, like thofe of a grape. The ufe of

this pulp I have already defcribed, when fpeaking of the

Aborigines or Indians ; and now I prefent the reader with

a view of it, though from neceffity on a fmall fcale :

—

A is the leaf above ; B the fame below ; C the pod before

it is yet ripe ; D the fame ripe, and expofing the crim-

fon pulp ; £ the black feed covered over with part of the

pulp. Here again I muft take the liberty to obferve, that

the rowcow plant, exhibited by the celebrated Madam
Merian, is very unlike the original that I faw ; and to my
great furprize fhe fays it grows 011 a large tree.

Having crolTed an arm of the Mapanee Creek in the

evening, we once more returned to our camp at Mag-

denberg; Mr. Noot, one of our officers, and feveral

others, were fo ill, that they Were carried in their ham-

mocks upon poles by the negro flaves, and a great num-
ber were fo very weak that they could fcarcely fupport

the weight of their emaciated bodies ; but to complain of

iicknefs was to mutiny, till they dropped down almoft

ready to expire. During this expedition, in which we
ftill perceived nothing of the enemy, I was remarkably

fortunate, having neither futtered by fatigue, nor been

perfecuted by extraordinary bad ufage. The fucceeding,

day Colonel Seyburg's column arrived, having, like us,,

feen no appearance of the rebels..

Qn the 9th, my boy Quaco returned from Paramaribo

;

his.-.
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CHAP, liis mafter, Mr. Walter Kennedy, having, to my great joy,

XVII. fold him to me for the fum of five hundred Dutch florins,

amounting with the expences to near fifty pounds, for

which Colonel Fourgeoud very civilly gave me a bill on

his agent. The payment of this faithful fervant's ran-

fom, of courfe revived my impatience for the long-

vvifiied moment of emancipation of my poor Joanna'

and her boy; from whofe new raafi:er I had not yet

received any anfwer.

While we continued here, a negro brought me a

beautiful butterfly, which I copied with all the correa-

nefs I was mafter of; and which I faw fince in Ma-

dam Marian's collc<aion, where it is coloured very ill.

This fly was a dark blue tinged with green, and va-

riegated with fpots like a peacock's feather, and on each

wing it had a fpot of pale yellow ; the under part of

the wings were a charming crimfon and purple; the

body a pale red.—The caterpillar is green and yellow;

it is crowned with eight horns on the head, and has two

on the tail. About the fame time Captain Fredericy re-

turned alfo from traverfing the woods. He had a cor-

poral drowned by flipping off a tree in crofling over a

creek; which accident frequently happened, but the

men were generally picked up, except this poor fellow,

who funk to the bottom inftantly with all his accou-

trements.

Another negro alfo brought me a regale of groe-groe^

-or cabbage-tree worms, as they are called in Surinam. ;

& This
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This reptile is produced in a tree called the mountain- CHAP.

cabbage-tree^ which is one of the palm fpecies. The •^^^^'
.

worm grows to the fize and thicknefs of a man's thumb,

is produced from the fpawn of a black beetle, and is ex-

tremely fat. However difgufting to appearance, thefe

worms are a delicious treat to many people, and they are

regularly fold at Paramaribo. The manner of dreffing

them, is by frying them in a pan with a very little butter

and fait, or fpitting them on a wooden ikewer. In tafte

they partake of all the fpices of India, as mace, cinna-

mon, cloves, nutmegs. Sec. Several fpecies of thefe

worms are produced in all the palm-trees when begin-

ning to rot, but fome are larger than others. They are

all of a pale yellow colour, with black heads. In the

plate annexed are reprefented the above-mentioned fine

butterfly, and the cabbage-tree-worm, both of the na-^

tural fize, taken from the life. By the Indians and ne-

groes they are called toecoema.

On the 13th, a detachment departed for La Rochelle in

Patamaca, and the following day a captain was fent with

a few men back to the Hope, in Coraewina, to protedt the

efl:ates in that river*

On the fame day, the miferable old negro who had cut

his throat on the 5th day of March, but had fince re-

covered, was feen by fome ftaves to enter the wood
with a knife, from which he no more returned, being

foon after found ftabbed to death. We were after-

wards informed by his mafter, that for fome time be-

VoL. IL D 4 forer
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CHAP, fore he had attempted to do the fame almoft regularly

...^^ ^.
'_. from month to month.

On the 17th, the detachment returned from La Rochelle,

where the troops of the Society were all lick.

Colonel FourgeoLid now treated me with the greateft

politenefs. And at his earneft requeft J prefented him,

on the 20th, with various drawings, reprefenting himfelf

and his troops ftruggling with the hardfhips annexed to

the fervice they were fent on; and which drawings he

told me were intended to fliew the Prince of Orange and

the States a fpecimen of what he and his marines did

undergo in the forefts of Guiana,

He now gave me leave, for fourteen days, to go to

town to wifh Mr. Kennedy a profperous voyage to Eu-

rope. Availing myfelf therefore of his good humour,

I left Magdenberg within one hour, and made fuch dif-

patch that I came to Paramaribo on the 22d, where t

found my friends and little family all well, at the houfe

of Mr. de la Mare, to which they were immediately fent

from that of Mr. Lolkens, who had, during my laft ab-

fence, entertained them, and treated them with the great*

eft attention and hofpitality.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVlh

New Infiances of unprecedented Barbarity— Occurrences

on Mount Magdenberg— Prices of Provijions at Para^

maribo— Defcription of a new Animal— Great Morta-

lity amongft the droops in Tempatee and Comewina

River.

THE firft vifit I now made was to Mr. Kennedy, to chap.
bid him farewel ; I then paid five hundred florins XVII.

for the black boy, for which he gave me a receipt, and

Quaco was mine. About this time I fell ill with a fever,

which however lafted but a few days. Walking out on

the ift of May, I obferved a croud of people along the

water- fide, before the houfe of Mr. S—Ik—r, where ap-

peared the dreadful fpedtacle of a beautiful young mu-
latto girl, floating on her back, with her hands tied be-

hind, her throat moft fhockingly cut, and fl:abbed in the

breaft with a knife in more than eight or ten different

places. This was reported to have been the work of that

infernal fiend, Mrs. S—Ik—r, from a motive of jealoufy,

fufpedling that her hufband might fall in love with this

poor unfortunate female. This monfter of a woman
had before drowned a negro infant merely for crying,

as 1 have faid ; nay, flie was accufed of ftill greater bar-

barity, were greater barbarity poffible. Arriving one

Vol. II. E,
'

day
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c H AP. day at her eftate to view fome negroes newly purchafed,

her eye chanced to fall on a fine negro girl about fifteen

years of age, who could not even fpeak the language of

the country. Obferving her to be a remarkably fine

figure, with a fweet engaging countenance, her diabo-

lical jealoufy inftantly prompted her to burn the girl's

cheeks, mouth, and forehead with a red-hot iron; flie

alfo cut the tendon Achilles of one of her legs, thus ren-

dering her a monfter of deformity, and a miferable ob-

jedl as long as flie lived : the poor vi£tim not knowing

what flie had done to deferve fo fevere a punifliment.

Some of the negroes now reprefenting to this lady

the many cruelties flie daily infli6led, and fupplicating

her to be of a milder difpofition ; it was reported that

flie inftantly knocked out the brains of a Quaderoon

child, and caufed the heads of two young negroes, its re-

lations, to be chopped off, for having endeavoured to

prevent her; thefe heads, when flie had left the eftate,

were tied in filk handkerchiefs, and carried by the fur-

viving relations to Paramaribo, where they were laid at

the feet of the governor, with the following fpeech :

" tbisy your Excellency, is the head of my fon, and

** this is the head of my brother, ftruck off by our mif-

** trefs's command, for endeavouring to prevent her mur-
** ders. We know our evidence is nothing in a ftate of

" flavery ; but, if thefe bloody heads be a fufficient

** proof of what we fay, we only beg that fuch perni-

" cious a(^s may be prevented in time to come ; in ac-

" knowledgment
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« knowledgment of which we will all chearfully flied chap.
" our blood for the prefervation and profperity of our .

'^^j^'
.

** mafter, our miftrefs, and the colony."

To this humble and pathetic remonftrance the anfwer

was, that they were all liars, and lliould, as fuch, be

flogged round the ftreet^ of Paramaribo; and this moft ini-

quitous fentence was executed with the greateft feverity.

Such is the confequence of the law of the colony, that

the teftimony of a negro is never to be taken. Had any

one white perfon been prefent at the above carnage, the

evidence would have been good, but even then this

fury would have efcaped by paying a fine of fifty

pounds for each murder.—But enough—my foul finks

within me while I dwell fo long upon the fubjedt.

On the 2d of May, being again perfe6lly recovered, I

took leave of Joanna and her Johnny, for thus he was

named after myfelf, though the ceremony of baptifm

could not yet be performed ; they now continued at

my friend De la Mare's houfe, whilfl I fet out once more

for Magdenberg in a tent-boat with fix oars.

On the 3d, I called at Egmond, on my French friend

Monfieur Cachelieu, and next day ftopt at Oranjebo or

Ornamibo, where I was heartily entertained by my old

adverfary Captain Meyland, with whom I had fought

at the Wana Creek. But now this gentleman declared,

that he loved me better than any man in the colony.

He was juft returned from a twelve days cruize through

the woods.

E 2,
.

Among
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CHAP. Among his men I recollected one Cordus, a gentle-

,^^^'t man's fon from Hamburgh, in which character 1 had

known liim, and who had been trepanned into the

Weft India Company's fervice by the crimps or filver-

coopers as a common foldier. This corps, as 1 have al-

ready faid, is compofed of all nations, Chriftians, Gentiles,

and even Jews ; the latter, I muft obferve, devoured

pork, and bacon, without fcruple or heiitation, as often

as they could find it.

On this fpot, which had formerly been a plantation,,

but was now choked with weeds, I met with fome

herbs which again I cannot pafs unnoticed, though I

have no other names for them than thofe given me by the

negroes, one only excepted, which is commonly known

by the name of theJi/iqua-bir/ufay cow-edge, or cow-itch,

and called by the black people crajjy-weeree-weeree. I can.

only defcribe this as a kind of pea, or rather flattilh

fmall purple bean, growing in a pod from a flender creep-

ing vine; thefe pods are covered with a kind of fine elaftic

fpicula, which, when touched, caufe an intolerable itch-

ing. This hairy coat fcraped from the pod, and taken

in a tea-fpoon with jelly, &c. has been ftrongly re-

commended as a vermifuge. A fort of wood was alfo

Ihewn me here by one of the flaves, which he called

crqffy-wood', this had the fame itching effedt when touch-

ed, but with refpe6t to its general qualities I can fay no-

thing further. The other flirubs that we found were

"What they called confaca-weeree'Weeree -,
thefe grow

with
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with large green leaves, which the negroes ufe for the C HA P.

cure of a diforder in the feet called conjaca^ when they t
^^^'

^

can procure no limes or lemons, as I have already men-

tioned : this plant alfo makes an excellent fallad. The
dea-weeree-weeree is a fine wholefome herb, and very

much efteemed ; but the cutty-weeree-weeree is amongft

the moft ferious pefts in the colony, being a kind of

ftrong edged grafs, which is in fome places very plen-

tiful ; and when a man walks through it will cut his

legs like a razor^ Herbs in general are in this country

known by the name of weeree-weeree by the negroes^

On the 5th, I arrived at Magdenberg. Here Colonel

Seyburg, and what he called his officers, feemed to

form a diftin61: corps from thofe of Fourgeoud. They
appeared totally dertitute of politenefs, and treated each

other with the greateft rudenefs, while their colonel was

moft cordially hated by the commander in chief. This

ftate of things contributed to render our fituation ftill

more difagreeable : I however had at this time little

reafon to complain, being for the prefent, at leaft, in the

good graces of Fourgeoud, which, by a trifling accident,,

I had nearly again forfeited. Colonel Fourgeoud having

purchafed of fome Indians a couple of moft beautiful

parrots, called here coca 100s, which were in a cage ready

to be ftiipped off as a prefent to her royal highnefs the

princefs of Orange, I perfuaded Monfieur Laurant, his

valet-de-chambre, to take one of them out, that 1 might

the better examine it, but the cage-door was no fooner

openedj.
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CHAP, opened, than it gave a fhriek, and difappeared in an in-

. ^J^^' ftant, flying over the Tempatee Creek. The poor valet

flood perfe6lly petrified, and could only pronounce

" Voyez-vous?" whilfb I took to my heels to avoid the

approaching Itorm, but flopped near enough to obferve

Fourgeoud's motions through the underwood. He was

no fooner informed of th^dreadful accident, than he began

to florm, fwear, and dance like a man totally deprived of

reafon ; he next, by kicking it, killed a poor waddling duck

belonging to one of our officers; and at lafl actually tram-

pled his very wig under his feet, while I flood trembling,

and the refl of the fpe6lators were laughing aloud. In

about half an hour his paffion began gradually to cool,

and then he had recourfe to a flratagem which actually

brought the parrot back into his polTeflion. He placed

the remaining captive on the top of its cage, tied by a

fmall cord round its claw ; this he fet in the open air,

putting a ripe banana infide, and leaving the door open,

fo that any other bird except the prifoner might come

at it ; the poor captive at laft becoming very hungry,

made fuch a noife and flirieking as to be heard by his

mate, who returning entered the cage in quell of food,

and was once more deprived of his freedom. 1 now

ventured from my concealment, and was acquitted after

a gentle reproof; though poor Laurant, as may well be

imagined, did not efcape without a thundering le6lure.

• The cocatoos are lefs than the parrots, and of a green

colour, except the head and a few feathers in the tail,

which
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which are of a pale red. This bird is crowned with a pa- CHAP.

nq/Jje or bunch of feathers, and which generally lie back-
.

^^_^^'

.

ward, but which it eredts at pleafure, when it is irritated

or afraid.

I have alfo feen in Surinam a parrot of a deep flate

blue colour, though not like thofe that come from the

coaft of Guinea, which are rather of a lead-grey. This

parrot is faid to be very fcarce, and only inhabits the

deepeft receffes of the foreft, whence it is brought to Pa-

ramaribo by the Indians : this bird is lefs than the com-

mon parrot, but appears very flrong and lively. The

moft common parrots in Guiana are thofe which Marc-

grave calls ajuriicura. Thefe birds are not fo large as

thofe that come from Africa ; they are green, with the

breaft and belly a pale yellow ; on the top of the head

they have a blue fpot, and the feet are grey, with four

toes like the reft of the genus, two before and two be-

hind ; in the wings they have fome feathers of a bright

blue, and fome a deep crimfon ; they are more a nuifance

than a pleafure in Surinam, where, in prodigious flocks,

they perch amongft the coffee, maize, rice, Sec. and commit

great devaftations ; and what makes them a ftill greater

nuifance, their fhrieking noife is almoft infupportable.

They alwavs fly in pairs, and very fwift, towards the eaft,

as I have obferved, meeting the fun in the morning, and

toward the weft they follow it in the evening : they ge-

nerally breed in remote places and lay two eggs. I

brought down two of thefe parrots at a (hot when I was

at
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CHAP, at Sporkfgift eftate ; thefe animals not being quite dead,

^'^^^'
. fcratched me moft terribly with their fliarp claws, as they

are very ftrong and tenacious of life. We had thetn

drefled, and they made no bad foup ; they may alfo do

in a pye as rooks in England, but drefled in any other

way they are tough and difagreeable. Thefe green par-

rots may be taught to fpeak, laugh, cry, bark, whiflle, or

mew, but not near fo well as thofe which come from

Africa. It is faid, they are often intoxicated by the feeds

of the cotton plant. Thefe parrots are alfo fubje<5l to

fits, perhaps from their choleric difpofition, yet longe-

vity is peculiarly afcribed to tliem by the Indians: they

have ftrong hooked bills, which aflift them in climbing

and cracking very hard nuts, and they fometimes bite

very feverely ; they delight in fwinging and balancing,

hanging from the branches of trees, and in their wild as

well as domeflic ftate ufe one of their claws as a hand to

take their food.

In Surinam there are alfo fome beautiful paroquets,

which are a fpecies of parrots, but fmaller though not lefs

common ; the fineft of thefe is of the fize of a very fmall

pigeon ; they are of a lively green on the back and tail,

but the head and neck are auburn, the feathers on the laft:

being edged with a gold colour, which gives them the

appearance of rich fcollops or fcales : the brealt is of a

leaden hue, the belly lilac, the wings tipped with orange

and azure, and the bill of a very dark blue ; the eyes are

the colour of fire, and the feet quite black. The other

I fpecies
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fpecies are perfedly green, with a white bill, and a chap.

crimfon fpot on the head; thefe make an agreeable ._ '
,

chattering, but are not fo eafily domefticated as the

former.

I was prefented this evening by a foldier with a bird of

a quite different kind, which he had a6luaily caught with

his hands. This was no other than the annamoe^ or Su-

rinam partridge, and a finer creature I never faw : it was

of the fize of a large duck, extremely fat, and of a dark

brown colour on the back and wings, and on the top of

the head, the under part of which, the breaft, the belly,

and the thighs, were of a fine cream-colour, intermixed

with orange feathers and very fmall tranfverfe black

bars. The body was exacflly the fhape of an Qg<gy it had

no tail, the neck was long, the bill Ihort, but very Iharp-

pointed, and a little curved ; the eyes were bright, and as

black as jet; the legs fhort, of the colour of vermilion,

with three fmall toes on each foot. This bird, it is faid,

runs with amazing fwiftnefs, hiding itfelf amongfl the

grafs and weeds, but flies very heavily on account of its

plumpnefs, which was the caufe of its being thus over-

taken by the marine. We had it roafled, and indeed no-

thing could be more delicious. As I took a corredt draw-

ing of it, I refer the reader to the annexed plate ; where

he may alfo fee the parrot of South America, as defcribed

above, befides a few curious nells, of which I have given

an account in Vol. I. p. 375, but where I had no op-

portunity of placing them ; and which, befides their cu-

riofity, may ferve to fl^ew how much the public are im-

Vx)L. II. F pofed
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CHAP, pofed "Upon; when, in Goldfmith's Animated Nature^

, _ . '^ Vol. V. p. 253, that author afferts, that they are built

on the banana and plantain trees, where he alfo defcribes

the monkies,and numbers of large ferpents as alTembling*

All this I here think it my duty to pronounce erroneous^

as I conlider it would be unpardonable in me to let fuch

abfurdities pafs by unnoticed.

On the 9th, an accident had nearly befallen me, which

muft have caufed me much poignant and lading forrow*.

My black boy, wafhing my cotton hammock in the Tem-

patee Creek, was fuddenly carried to the bottom by the

rapidity of the ftream, and entangled in its lafliings, fo

that both the one and the other difappeared ; the boy^.

however, luckily extricated himfelf, though with great

difficulty, and to my great joy,^ though more than half

drowned, appeared once more on terra firma ;, when he

had the prefence of mind inftantly to fink a large filli-

hook, with a lead tied to a ftrong line, fome yards below

the fpot, with which he actually brought up the ham-

mock, to our aftonifhment, the ftream running fo fwift

that it rolled over the ground, and was liable to Ihift its-

flation every moment.

The following day, as Captain Hamel was angling, his

tackle got faft at tjie bottom of the creek, when, in div-

ing to clear it, I ^ftruck my ancle with fuch violence

againft a rock, that it w^ feveral months before it was

perfe6lly recovered.

Thefe accidents appeared greatly to entertain Colonel

Seyburg, while in return I could not help feeling a de-

I gree
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gree of indignation at what I confidered as unhandfome CHAP,

behaviour ; but the moft extraordinary circumftance was,
.

J^^^^'
.

that this difguft between Seyburg and myfelf feemed to

gain me the favoiir of old Fourgeoud, almoft as much as

if 1 had deftroyed half the rebel negroes in the colony.

—

During all this time flrong patroles cruized between

Magdenberg, La Rochelle, and the Jew Savannah ; and

on the 17th, the commander in chief marched to Pata-

maca with nearly the half of his troops, leaving me the

command of thofe that remained on the mountain, for I

Was not able to accompany him, having by this time a

dangerous mortification in my ancle.

As I had now the profpedt of remaining feme time at

Magdenberg, I difpatched Quaco to Paramaribo for pro-

vifions, and orders to buy me a live goat.

Whatever may be thought of Fourgeoud's manoeuvres,

in not being able to bring the rebels to a pitched battle,

it is very certain that he exerted himfelf and his troops

to the utmoft ; and that by his constantly traverfing the

upper parts of the rivers, and fcouring the Ikirts of the

colony, he prevented many depredations on the eftates,

which was undoubtedly a very eflential fervice to the

inhabitants, though at a dreadful expense of blood and

money.

Being now the commander in chief at this poft, the two

negroes I have formerly mentioned hunting and fifhing

for me, brought me almoft every day one or two pingoSf

which are the wild boars formerly mentioned, befides a

Vol. II. F 2 filli
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CHAP, filli called ncwmara, fome of which are as large as cod,

\ ^^^^'_f
^"^^ which I (hall afterwards defcribe. With thefe dain-

ties I regaled all the officers without exception, while I

gave to the hofpital all the plantains, bananas, oranges,

and lemons, that were occafionally Tent me as prefents

from the Jacob and the plantations in Upper Comewina

;

and never was a deputy-governor more univerfally be-

loved. Patroles were alfo daily fent out to every quarter-;,

and the environs of Magdenberg were fo completely

fcoured, that no invafion from the rebels could be pradli-

cable. Thefe precautions were the more neceffary, as

they had formerly furprifed and taken by Itorm different

military polls for the fake of ammunition and fire-arms,

which are to them of the utmoft value, and their feizure

of the mod pernicious confequence to the colony. Indeed

fome polls had not only been attacked and plundered of

their llores and ammunition, but were adlually maffacred

to a man»

Mortified that it was not in my power to take a more

adlive part at prefent, I availed myfelf of this leifure, by

taking drawings of every animal, reptile, or flirub, that I

thought could illuflrate my little colledlion of natural cu-

riofities, which 1 now began to form fome idea of exhi-

biting to the public, if it fhould be my fate ever more to-

return to Europe.

One of my negroes, on the 24th of this month, brought

me two curious infedts ; which, though I had no op-

portunity of drawing, I will endeavour to defcribe :

—

The



XVII.

EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 37

The one (which feemed to have feme fmall affinity to the chap.

grafshopper kind) was what is here generally called

fpaanfe-juffer, and is without exception the moft fingular

animal I faw in the colony. The body of this furpriling

creature, though not thicker than a quill, was nolefs than

leven inches and a half in length, including the tail ; it

had no wings, and was mounted like a fpider on fix legs

that were near fix inches long; it had four antennae pro-

Je6fing from its head, two being nearly five inches, and

two much fliorter ; the head was finall, the eyes large,

black, and prominent, and the tail articulated like that of

moft infecSls : its colour was a brownifh green, and, upoa

the whole, it feemed a monfter. This creature is found

near the marfliy places, where its long legs appear de-

iigned to enable it to wade through the water, but not to

fwim (according to Mr. Farmine's opinion) for which its.

feet are not calculated, as they terminate in two fmall.

claws like thofe of fome beetles. The other was a large

fly, which Madam Merian, who gives a drawing of it, calls

the vieUeur, but which I have generally heard called the.

fcare-Jleep by the Dutch. Thefe words being extremely

applicable, from the noife it makes towards the evening,

which nearly refembles the found of a cymbal, or that of

a razor-grinder when at his work. This remarkable fly,

"whofe grinding noife always begins at fun-fet or fix

o'clock, is alfo called xho. porte-lanterjie or lantern-bearer,.

from the light it diffufes after that time, and which is

much ftronger than that of any of the fire-fly fpecies,

8 affording
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CHAP, affording fufficient light for almoft any purpofe : tliefe

t_ -^- *_; flies are above three inches long, and very thick, the body

green, with four tranfparent wings variegated with little

' marks of all colours, particularly the under wings, on

which are two large roundifh fpots not unlike thofe on

the tail feathers of a peacock. Beneath the head of this

infe6t is feen an inverted ftraight trump or tube like a

needle, with which it is faid to fuck its food from the

flowers. With the fame inftrtiment it is here fuppofed

to produce that difagreeable, loud, and grinding noife,

which I have already noticed. But, for my own part, I

fliould rather afcribe the noife to the fluttering of its

tranfparent wings, as is fuppofed to be the cafe w^ith

fome flies in England : a large probofcis or fnout ftriped

red and yellow, and fliaped like the firft joint of a man's

finger, projeiSls from the head, and makes one-third of

the whole animal ; this protuberance is vulgarly called

its lantern, and emits that furprifing light whence it

takes its fecond name. I fliall only add, that it is a very

flow creeper, but flies with amazing velocity.

On the 26th, my boy Quaco arrived from Paramaribo

with the following lift of provifions, which he had pur-

chafed for me. In order to give the curious a juft idea of

the prices in Surinam when things are cheapeft, I will

here infert fome articles as charged to my account, with

the prices in Englifli money, calculating at the rate of

eleven florins to one pound fterling.

Thefe
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Thefe articles were as follow :
CHAP.

2 bacon hams, 31 lbs. at 15^. per lb. >, -,-'_}

i I fmall cag of butter, lolbs. at iJ-. 10^. per lb..

X fmall ditto of flour, lool^s. at 4^. per lb..

1 Dutch cheefe, nibs, at 10^. per lb.

2 quart bottles of vinegar, at i J". 10^. per quart.

4 lbs. f2)erniaceti candles, at 3^. 8d. per lb.

2 lbs. dried faufages, at 2 J". ()d. per lb.

The prices of wine and fpirits I have already mentioned

in the twelfth chapter.

He alfo brought me a goat with its kid to fupply me
with milk, for which I paid twenty florins, or near two

pounds fterling : thefe prices are at lead double, and fome

treble, to what tbey ufed to be in England.

Goats are very common in all Guiana; they are not

large, but very beautiful creatures^ with fmall horns, and

very fhort fmooth hair, moftly of a dun-colour; they are

as nimble as flags, and are kept on all the eftates, where

they breed fafl: and give much milk; they are alfo deli-

cious eating when killed young.

I had now the difagreeable news, that all my letters for

Europe were funk on board Captain Vifler, who was

wrecked in the Texel roads among the ice. I was

alfo fincerely grieved to hear that my good friend Mr.

Kennedy, with his lady and family, had taken their final

farewel of the colony, and failed for Holland. This

gentleman, Mr. Gordon, and a Mr. Gourluy, were the

only Scotch ; a Mr. Buckland, a Mr. Townfend, and Mr.

Halfhidej
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CHAP. Halfhide, the only Englifli ; and Captain Macneal, the

^ - ' _. only native of Ireland, reliding in this colony.

On the 28th, Colonel Fourgeoud returned with his

command from Patamaca, much emaciated himfelf, and

his men nearly exhaufted by fatigue. He had left a

great number behind him in the hofpital at L,a Rochelle,

but heard no account whatever of the rebels, although

he varied his route every time. It was therefore pretty

evident that they were routed, if latterly there had been

any fettled at all : but where to find them in this un-

bounded foreft was the queftion. He however never de-

fpaired, and feemed as eager to difcover the haunts of

the rebels as he had been formerly in fpringing a

covey of partridges, or difcovering a neft of black

badgers.

On the 29th, Mr. Matthew, one of our officers who

had been out fliooting, prefented me with the 1'aibo, an

animal that is here called the wood-rat. This creature

was the fize of a young hare, and of a reddilh brown co-

lour, being remarkably thin, with long limbs, a roundifli

head, and a tail not \inlike that of a fucking-pig ; the

claws were exaftly like thofe of a common rat, but larger

in proportion, and fo was the head, mouth, teeth, and

whiflvers ; the ears were fliort and nuked, the eyes black

and prominent, with a white iris ; it is faid to run very

faft : we had it drelTed, and ate it, having been told tliat

it was very good, and fo we found it, fweet, tender, and

fiven fat, notwithftanding its lank appearance. This

creature,
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creature, on account of its fize, reminds me of another CHAP,

animal, known in this country by the name of crabbo- ,_ 'y

dagOi or ^^he crabbed dog, for its matchlefs ferocity, as it

kills and devours every thing that comes in its way,

without exception, whether quadrupeds, fowls, or rep-

tiles ; and never feeming to be glutted with blood, it mur-

ders, even without being hungry, all it can vanquifh,

which, on account of its courage, a6tivity, and ftrength,

are not a few, though it be not larger than a common
cat. From what I have faid, I fhould apprehend it

much refembles the ichneumon^ but ftill more that ani-

mal mentioned by Mr. Allemand, in the Count de BufFon;

(fee Vol. IV. p. 266.) which he there calls the grifon or

grey-weazel, though this that I mention was rather

larger ; and he fays, that notwithftanding its being a na-

tive of Surinam, none of the people coming from that

country could give any account of it. If this be the

fame animal, (as I doubt not, and have therefore given it

the name of the crabbo-dago or grifon) I am happy to

have had it in my power to give the reader fome ac-

count of it. I fhall now literally quote the Count's own

words, as extracted from Mr. Allemand, which will afford

the beft proof of its being the fame animal, when com-

pared with the annexed plate, where both the wood-rat,

and the crabbo-dago or grifon, are reprefented; and had

I feen this account during the Count's life, I would have

moft afTuredly taken the liberty of informing him by a

Vol. II. . G letter,
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CHAP, letter, of what I now, though in this unconneded method,

._
•^^"^ relate to the public.

" I received," fays Mr. Allemand, " the fmall animal

" reprefented in the plate*. In the catalogue it was
" called the grey-weazel, from which circumftance I de-

" rived the name grifon, becaufe I knew not how it is

" denominated in the country where it is found. The
** whole upper part of its body is covered with deep

" brown hair, having white points, which gives it a

" greyilh brown colour : under the head and neck is a

" bright grey, becaufe the hairs are very fliort, and the

** white part is of equal length with the brown. The
" muzzle, the under part of the body, and legs, are black,

** which fingularly contrafts with the grey colour on the

" head and neck.

" The*head of this animal is very large in proportion

** to its body, its ears almoft form a femicircle, its eyes

" are large, and its mouth is armed with ftrong grinders

" and Iharp tufks : it has fix cutting teeth in each jaw,

" four of them hardly rifing above the gums. Both the

" fore and hind feet have five toes, with yellowifh claw s

;

*' the tail is pretty long> and terminates in a point.

" The grifon has a greater refemblance to the weazel,

** than to any other animal, but it belongs not to the

" weazel tribe ; for its body is not long enough, and its

• The Dutch edition, Vol. XV.

*' legs
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** legs are too long. It is not mentioned by any author CHAP.

" or traveller. I fhewed it to feveral perfons who had ,
'_f

" lived long in Surinam, but none of them knew it

;

** hence it either muft be a rare animal, even in its

*' native country, or it muft live in deferts and unfre-

<* quented places : the length of its body is about feven

« inches ; I have not been able to learn any thing of its

<' hiftory."

To this I fliall only add my furprize.— It is true that

this animal is very rare in Surinam, but it probably owes

its not being defcribed by naturalifts to its extreme fero-

city, which is without example, it being a very uncom-

mon circumftance to take a crabbo-dago or grifon alive.

Our old commander and 1 were now infeparable friends,

to whofe board being daily invited, he requefted me to

paint his portrait at full length in his bufli equipage,

which was to be engraved at the expence of the town of

Amfterdam, and where he thought himfelf now as great

a man as the Duke of Cumberland was in England after

the battle of Culloden.

Having provided a large flieet of paper, and fome

China ink, I began to delineate this wonderful cha-

ra6ter in his own hut. While I was now looking full

in his face, to examine the features of this firft of def-

pots, and laughing aloud, to think how he and I now fat

flaring at one another, the whole mountain was fud-

denly Ihook by a tremendous clap of thunder, while the

lightning actually fcorched the Colonel's forehead ; and,

G 2 what
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CHAP. Vvhat is very curious, broke all the eggs under a hen
^^^^'

^
that was fitting in a corner of the room where we were

engaged. The hero's features being re-compofed, I

proceeded, and the pi6lure was completed in a lliort

time after, to his great fatisfadion.

About this time the captive rebel, September, who was-

taken in the year 1773, ^^^^^ of a dropfy. Ever fince his-

capture, when his companion was fliot, this poor fellow

was obliged to follow Fourgeoud like a dog through all

his expeditions ; the colonel always expeding that this-

negro would, one day or other, condu6t him to different

haunts of the rebels—but he was miftaken. The other

negro flaves, fufpeding that he had adually given fome

information, attributed his dreadful death to a punilli-

ment from God, for his want of fidelity to his country-

men, to whom they fuppofed he had fworn to be true.

The reader may remember, that I have ftated it in the

third Chapter, as an invariable article of belief among the

African negroes, that whoever breaks his oath fliall die-

miferably in this world, and be puniflied for ever in that

which is to come.

By the ad of June, the Hope in Comewina was become

fo very unwholefome for want of cleanlinefs, and being,

kept free from inundations (as it was much negleded by«

the newly-arrived troops which were now ftationed there),

that the commanding officer and moJft of his men were

rendered unfit for duty by ficknefs, and many of them

already buried. To this place Colonel Fourgeoud or-

dered
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dered down Captain Brant to take the command, with a CHAP,

frefh fupply of men, and orders to fend, not to town but
^ ,- •

to Magdenberg, all the invalids he fhould relieve. Thefe
^

orders he gave to the above officer in fuch a brutal man-

ner, and difpatched him fo fuddenly, that he had not even

time to pack up his cloaths; while Colonel Seyburg de-

prived him of bis only fervant, whom he took for him-

felf. This ufage fo much afFe£led Captain Brant, that

he burft into tears, and declared he did not wifli longer

to furvive fuch galling treatment : he then departed to

the Hope, truly with a broken heart.

Upon his arrival he was informed that Captain Brough,

the late commanding officer, was dead. This poor man
had been on hard fervice in the woods, and being very

corpulent, could no longer fupport the fatigues and ex-

ceffive heat ; he melted down very faft, and a putrid fever

at laft occafioned his diffolution. Captain Brant was foon

followed by Colonel Seyburg to the Hope, with orders to

infpe6l the lick.—^In this interval of inacSlion, I Ihall de-

fcribe two jSAies, which, though very different in lize and

tolour, equally merit particular attention.

The firft, and indeed the only one of the kind I ever

faw, was caught by an angler. It was about the fize of

a large anchovy, and, the dorado excepted, was certainly

the moft beautiful coloured filh I ever faw. Its back and

£des were divided in longitudinal bars of fine yellow and

a deep blueifli black, the belly was filver, the eyes were

black and gold, and the fins a glowing tranfparent vermi-

^ lion J
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CHAP, lion ; its fhape was not unlike that of a trout, and the

L^^-'y whole was covered with fmall fcales ; it had one dorfal

£n on the middle of its back, with only the veftige of

another near the tail, which was forked : under its belly

were five fins, two pexSloral, two ventral, and one behind

the anus; the under jaw projected before the upper jaw,

and made its mouth appear reverfed ; the gills were fmall.

Having enquired concerning this little fifh, the only in-

formation I could obtain was from a black man, who

called it dago-fifee.

The other is that fine large fifh called by the Englifli

rock-cod, by the Indians baro-kctta and new-mara by the

negroes, which I have feveral times iiientioned, but not

defcribed; they are taken plentifully in all the upper

parts of the rivers. This fifli is the fize of a large cod,

but covered with fcales, and by fome compared to a

falmon ; the back is a brown olive colour, the belly is^

white, the head is ftrong, with fmall eyes, of which the

pupil is black and the iris grey ; the mouth is very large,

and befet with one row of fharp teeth likd thofe of a

pike, and, like it, this creature is extremely voracious

;

the tail is obtufe and dark olive ; as alfo the fins, fix in

number, one dorfal, two pectoral, two ventral, and one

abdominal. This fifh is extremely delicious eating, and

particularly efl:eemed by the white inhabitants at Para-

maribo, where it is very fcarce, though in the upper

parts of the rivers they are taken in great abundance.

I painted thefe two fifties very correctly, the dago-fjb as
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large as life, and the new-mara confiderably lefs. The CHAP,

drawings were honoured in Surinam with the epithets of , -, j*

mafterly performances.

Several officers who kept poultry and hogs at this pe-

riod loft all the latter in the fpace of two days, being poi-

foned probably by eating duncane, or fome other fatal

weed that was unknown to us. And yet it has been a

general obfervation, as I have faid before, that all ani-

mals know by inftin6l to diftinguifh their food from their

poifon.

Mr. Seyburg now returned from the Hope in triumph,

with Lieutenant Dederlin (one of Colonel FourgeoudV

officers) guarded by a ferjeant and fix marines with fixed

bayonets, for having been wanting in refpedl, as that

gentleman pleafed to call it. «

On the 7th, the fick officers and foldiers alfo arrived

from the Hope in barges ; fome of the latter, being too

ill to bear removing, died on the paffage without medi-

cines, and without affiftance. One of our furgeons died

alfo this day in camp, and a number of the privates died

daily. This was the confequence of having marched fb

much in the wet feafon, which was judged however by

our chief to be the only feafon in which he was likely to-

roQt the rebels from the foreft of Guiana,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII. ^

A Tyger taken in the Cmnp—Fatal Rencounter of a\ Party

with the Rebels, who killed feveral of the troops, and

forced the refi hack—Defeription of a Planter of Surinam

•^Contagious Dijiempers— Suicide—Scene of primitive

Nature.

CHAP. T HAVE juft mentioned that feveral officerskept poultry,

i^^.^'^^' '
numbers of which were now taken away every night

by fome unknown marauder; when a Captain Bolts (fuf-

peding the coati-7nondi, or crabbo-dago) made a trap of

an empty wine-cheft, only by fupporting the lid with a

ftick fixed to a long cord, into which (having firft fecured

all the other poultry) he put a couple of live fowls, the

whole guarded by two negroes at fome diftance. They

had not been many hours on their poft, when hearing the

fowls fliriek, one negro pulled the rope, and the other

ran to fecure the invader by fitting on the lid : when this

proved to be adtually a young tyger, who would yet have

cleared his way by beating againft the box, but that

it was immediately fecured by ftrong ropes, and drawn

along, with the prifoner in it, to the river ; where, being

held under water, he was drowned, under the mofl vigo-

rous efforts, by beating againft the chefl to effecfl his ef-

cape. Captain Bolts ordered the flvin to be taken off,

which he kept in remembrance of fo very flrange a cir-

cumflance.

The Count de Buffon afTerts, that there are no tygers

in
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in America, but animals much refemblino; them, which CHAP.
^

XVIII.
go by that name. I mall however defcribe them, from <_ ,- _.

adlual obfervation, as I found them, and leave the reader

to determine whether they are tygers or not.

The firft and largeft is that called ih^ jaguar of Guiana.

This animal, which has by fome been reprefented as a de-

fpifeable little creature, not larger than a greyhound, is,

on the contrary, very fierce, ftrong, and dangerous ; fome

of them meafuring, from the nofe to the root of the tail,

not lefs than fix feet : and let us not forget the print of

that enormous tyger's foot, feenby myfelf in the fand,near

Patamaca ; though it may be allowed, that creature was

of an extraordinary fize, and the fand very loofe.—The

jaguar is of a tawny orange colour, and the belly white

;

on the back it is fpotted with longitudinal black, bars

;

^n the fides with irregular rings, light-coloured in the

center ; and all over the reft of the body, and the tail, the

ipots are fmaller, and perfe6lly black: its fliape is in every

fenfe like that of the African tyger, and being all of the

cat kind, they need no particular defcription ; but their

fize and flrength being fo much greater than that little

domeflic animal, they devour a flieep, or a goat, with

the fame facility as a cat would kill a moufe or a rat

;

nay, cows and horfes are not protedled from their at^

tacks, for thefe they frequently kill on the plantations

;

and though they cannot carry them off into the foreft on

account of their weight, they tear and mangle them in a

dreadful manner, only for the fake of the blood, with

Vol. II. H which
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CHAP, vvhich this ferocious animal is never glutted. It has even

^
XVIII. happened that the jaguar has carried off young negro

women at work in the field, and too frequently their

children. This contemptible animal, as it is called and

raifreprefented by fome authors, will beat down a wild

boar with a fingle ftroke of its paw, and even feize by

the throat the flrongeft ftallion that ever was mounted

in Guiana; while its favage nature, and thirft after blood,

is fuch tliat it cannot be tamed : it will, on the coa-

trary, bite the very hand that feeds it, and very often-

devours its own offspring; ftill this creature is not a

match for the aboma-fnakey which, when it comes

within its reach, has the power of crufhing it to a jelly

in but few moments.

The next is the couguar, called in Surinam the r£d^

tyger,—This indeed may, with more propriety, be com-

pared to a greyhound, for its fhape, though not for its*

lize ; being much larger than the dog which it refembles^

in make, but it is not in general fo large and heavy as the

jaguar. The colour of this animal is a reddilh brown

;

the breaft and belly are a dirty white, with long hair, and

not fpotted ; the tail an earthy colour, the extremity

black \ the head is fmall, the body thin, the limbs long,

with tremendous whitilh claws ; the teeth are alfo very

large, the eyes prominent, and fparkling like ftars. This

creature is equally ferocious with the former.

Another of the fame fpecies is the tyger-cat, which

i^ extremely beautiful, This animal is not much larger.

than
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than I have feen fome cats ia England: it is of a yellow CHAP,
colour, with fmall annulated black fpots, which are white

within ; the belly is a light colour ; the ears are black,

with a white fpot on each ; the hair is fmooth, and the

fkin is very much efteemed : the fhape like that of the

tyger. The tyger-cat is a very lively animal, with its eyes

emitting flafhes like lightning ; but ferocious, mif-

chievous, and untameable, like the reft of the kind.

In Guiana is ftill another of this fpecies, called the ja-

guanetta, of a blackifh colour, with ftill blacker fpots;

but of this laft I can fay very little, having never feen

one ;^ and, indeed, the others but very feldom. Of the

jaguar however, and the tyger-cat, I prefent the reader

with a drawing. All thefe animals have long whifkers,

like common cats ; they fometimes climb trees, but ge-

nerally lie in ambufh under the verdure, whence they

bound with uncommon agility on their helplefs prey;

which having murdered, they drink the blood warm,

and never ceafe to tear and devour it till they are gorged

;

but when no longer animated by hunger they are coward-

ly, and may be put to flight by a common fpaniel;

Of fire alfo they are exceedingly afraid, which is the

beft guard to keep them at a diftance, and as fuch, made

ufe of every night by the Indians in Guiana. More than

once it has been obferved, that tygers had entered our

camps for want of thefe precautions, but fortunately

without committing any depredations.

As I now feemed to be on a friendly intercourfe

H 2 with
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CHAP, with Colonel Fourgeoud, I one day prefented the old

gentleman with a plan and bird's-eye view of all the

encampment of Magdenberg, which pleafed him fo much

that he fent this (as he had done the firft) to the Prince

of Orange and the Duke of Brunfwick, as a fpecimen of

his military manoeuvres, &c. This prefent had the delired

efFedl; for I not only became one of his favourites, bat,

declaring his higheit efteem for the Scots and Englifli,

he even promifed to recommend me in particular at

court. I was fo fatisfied wath this change in his beha-

viour, that I now took the blame of all former animofity

on myfelf. His attention, however, was fuddenly at-

tracted by affairs of more confequence; lince, on the

14th of June, the news arrived that fome rebel huts

were difcovered near the fea-lide ; that Captain May-

land had marched in queft of the enemy, with one

hundred and forty men of the Society troops, and had

adlually difcovered them ; but in wading through a

deep marfli, had been firlt attacked by the negroes,

who had killed feveral of his people (among whom
his nephew, a young volunteer), wounded more,

and beaten back the whole detachment, after they had'

already paffed the marfh, and were mounting faft on.

the oppolite beach to ftorm the village. From this

news it was evident, that our fable foes were not to

be trifled with ; and fince they were thus difcovered,

orders were immediately iffued for all the troops that

were able to march to keej) in readinefs, viz, Four-

geoud's
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geoud's marines, the Society regiment, and my favourite chap.
rangers, who wanted no fpur, and now could hardly be

t "^TJ^.^'.

reftrained till the others were prepared. Thefe troops

were to be aflembled at a certain place of rendezvous,

while alfo a detachment marched to La Rochelle to give

information. In confequence of thefe orders all was ac-

tivity and vigour in the camp, in hopes that this decifive

ftroke would end the war, and their mifery together ; and

this, therefore, was the time to lead them on to a fpirited

attack ; but, for reafons beft known to himfelf, our com-

mander delayed his movement till the 20th of Augufl,

which was above two months.

In the mean time the difagreeable hews arrived, that

Captain Brant was almoft dead with a violent illnefs at the

Hope, which was at prefent the place where a number of

the troops wxre quartered, though no better than a peft-

houfe, by the inundations ; and for the command at this

place (as being one of his favourites) Fourgeoud now
iingied me out : •declaring, that I might thank ray found

conftitution for bellowing on me this honour. From this

condu6l, I plainly difcovered that all his friendship was

entirely interefted; and I felt my refentment involuntarily

rekindled againft him, for thus fending me to an in-

glorious death, when he had fo fair an opportunity of

employing me honourably on adual fervice.

On my arrival at the Hope, my orders were to fend

poor Captain Brant not down to Paramaribo, but to Mag-

denberg. This young man, however, fruftrated the ty-

rannical



.5'4 NARRATIVE OF AN
€HAP. rannical command; for, juftly fufpedling it, he had fet

^ _ .. out with a tent-barge to town a few hours before I

'Came, wher€ he was no fooner carried to his lodgings

than he expired, from the efFedls of a burning fever,

and a broken heart. No man could be more regretted

than Captain Brant ; nor did Fourgeoud ever lofe a

better officer, or I a fincerer friend.

This being the fecond commander dead in fo fhort

a time, I quietly took for my motto—
Hodie tibi eras mihi.

But I was happily miftaken, and continued ftill as well

as ever I was in my life, following the advice of old

Caramaca, and bathing twice a day in the river ; while

I defpifed Ihoes and itockings, as aifelefs and unneceflary

lumber.

On the 20th of June, a few days after my arrival, I had

the honour to receive a vifit from the governor, Mr. Nep-

veu, on his return from his eftate Appccappe to Parama-

ribo, with whom I condoled on the lofs of his lady, who

had died very lately ; I alfo received daily vifits from fe-

deral planters, who complimented me with refrefliments

from their plantations: and here I had an -excellent op-

portunity of acquainting myfelf with the cuftoms and

manner of living of thefe Well-India nabobs.

A planter in Surinam, when he lives on his eftate,

(which is but fcldom, as they moftly prefer the fociety

of Paramaribo) gets out of his hammock with the

§
rifing
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rifinff fun, viz. about fix o'clock in the morning, when CHAP,.
XVIII.

he makes his appearance under the piazza of his houfe ; _ ^- _j

where his coffee is ready waiting for him, which he

generally takes with his pipe, inftead of toaft and but-

ter; and there he is attended by half a dozen of the

fineft young flaves, both male and female, of the plan-

tation, to ferve him ; at this JanBum-fanBorum he is

next accofted by his overfeer, who regularly every

morning attends at his levee, and having made his

bows at feveral yards diftance, with the moft profound

refpedt informs his Greatnefs what work was done the

day before J what negroes deferted, died, fell fick, re-

covered, were bought or born ; and,, above all things^

which of them negledted their work, affected licknefs,

or had been drunk or abfent, &:c. ; the prifoners are

generally prefent, being fecured by the negro-drivers,

and inftantly tied up to the beams of the piazza, or a

tree, without fo much as being heard in their own
defence ; when the flogging begins, with men, women,
or children, without exception. The inftruments of

torture on thefe occaflons are long hempen whips, that

cut round at every lafh, and crack like piftol-fhot;

during which they alternately repeat, " Dankee, majjera,^''

(Thank you, mafter). In the mean time he "fialks up
and down with his overfeer, affecting not fo much ast

to hear their cries, till they are fufiiciently mangled,

when they are untied, and ordered to return to their

work, without fo much as a drefling.

This ceremony being over, the drelTy negro (a black

furgeon)
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CHAP. furgeoK) comes to make his report ; who being difmiffed

^^III-
vvith a hearty curfe, for alhzving any Haves to be lick,

next makes her appearance a luperannuated matron, with

all the young negro children of the eflate, over whom
ihe is governefs ; thefe, being clean waflied in the river,

clap their hands, and cheer in chorus, when they are fent

away to breakfaft on a large platter of rice and plantains;

and the levee ends with a low bow froiii the overfeer, as

it begun.

His worfhip now faunters out in his morning drefs,

which confifts of a pair of the fineft Holland trowfers,

white filk ftockings, and red or yellow Morocco flippers

;

the neck of his fliirt open, and nothing over it, a loofe

flowing night-gown of the fineft India chintz excepted.

On his head is a cotton riight-cap, as thin as a cobweb,

and over that an enormous beaver hat, that protects his

meagre vifage from the fun, which is already the colour

of mahogany, while his whole carcafe feldom weighs

above eight or ten ftone, being generally exhaufted by

the climate and diffipation. To give a more complete

idea of this fine gentleman, I in the annexed plate

prefent him to the reader with a pipe in his mouth,

which almoft every where accompanies him, and re-

ceiving a glafs of Madeira wine and water, from a female

quaderoon flave, to refrefli him during his walk.

Having loitered about his eftate, orfometimes ridden on

horfeback to his fields, to view his increafing ftores, he

returns about eight o'clock, when, if he goes abroad, he

drefles, but if not, remains juft as he is. Should the

8 firft
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firft take place, liaVing'ohly exc!iatlged his trowfers for a chap.

pair of thin hncn or fiik breeches, he fits down, and hold- xviil.

ing out one foot after the other, like a horfe going to be

fliod, a negro boy puts on his ftockings and fhoes, which

he alfo buckles, while another drefles his hair, his wig,

or fhaves his chin, and a third is fanning him to keep off

the mufquitoes. Having now Ihifted, he puts on a thin

coat and waiftcoat, all white ; when, under an umbrella,

carried by a black boy, he is condu6ted to his barge, which

is in waiting for him with fix or eight oafs, well provided

with fruit, wine, water, and tobacco, by his overfeer, who
no fooner has feen him depart, than he refumes the com-

mand with all the ufual infolence of office. But fhould

this prince not mean to llir from his eftate, he goes to

breakfaft about ten o'clock, for which a table is fpread in

the large hall, provided with a bacon ham, hung-beef,

fowls, or pigeons broiled
; plantains and fweet caflavas

roafted ; bread, butter, cheefe, &c» with which he drinks

Itrong beer, and a glafs of Madeira, Rhenifh, or Mozell

wine, while the cringing overfeer fits at the farther end,

keeping his proper diftance, both being ferved by the

moft beautiful flaves that can be felefted ;—and this is

called breaking the poor gentleman's fafl.

After this he takes a book, plays at chefs or billiards,

entertains himfelf with mufic, &c. till the heat of the day

forces him to return into his cotton hammock to enjoy his

meridian nap,which he could no more difpenfe with than

a Spaniard with his fiejlai and in which he rocks to and

Vol. II. I fro,
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CHAP, fro, like a performer on the flack-rope, till he falls afleep,

^

^^^^'
.

without either bed or covering; and during which time

lie is fanned by a couple of his black attendants, to keep

him cool, &c.

About three o'clock he awakes by natural inftindt,

when having wafhed and perfumed himfelf, he fits

down to dinner, attended as at breakfaft by his deputy

governor and fable pages, where nothing is wanting

that the World can afford in a weftern climate, of meat,

fowls, venifon, fifli, vegetables, fruits. Sec. and the moft

exquifite wines are often fquandered in profufion ; after

this a cup of ftrong coffee and a liqueur finilh the repaft.

At fix o'clock he is again waited on, by his overfeer, at-

tended as in the morning by negro-drivers and prifonersy

when the flogging once more having continued for fomet

time, and the neceffary orders being given for the next

day's work, the alTembly is difmilTed, and the evening

fpent with weak punch, fangaree,, cards and tobacco.

—

His worfhip generally begins to yawn about ten or eleven,

o'clock, when he withdraws, and is undrelTed by his footy

pages. He then retires to refl, where he palTes the night

in the arms of one or other of his fable fultanas (for he

always keeps a feragUo) till about fix in the- morning,

when he again repairs to his piazza walk, where his pipe

and coffee are waiting for him ; and where, with the rif-

ing fun, he begins his round of diffipation, like a petty

monarch, as capricious as he is defpotic and defpifeable.

Such abfolute power indeed, cannot fail to be peculiarly

a delightful
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delightful to a man, who, in all probability, was in his C H A P.

T- .V xvm.own country, Europe, a— nothing. . _ ,

But, in this colony, this is too frequently the cafe,

where plantations are fold upon credit, and left (by the

abfent proprietor) to the appraifers, who, by felling

cheap, have generally an underflanding with the buyer.

Thefe are the planters who are the peft of the colony

;

fuch as the fine gentleman juft defcribed, who, while he

lives at the above rate, pays nobody, under pretence of '

bad crops, mortality amongft the flaves, 8ic. but like an

iipftart rafcal raaffacres the negroes by double labour,

ruins and pillages the eftate of all its produdlions, which

he clandeftinely fells for ready money, makes a purfe,

and runs away. Exceptions, however, take place in every

circumftance of life; and I have known many planters

in Surinam as good men as I ever would defire to be ac-

quainted with, which I have already mentioned.

As for the ladies, they indulge themfelves juft as much,

by giving way to their unbounded paffions, and efpecially

to the moft relentlefs barbarity. But while I can bear

witnefs to the exalted virtues of fuch a woman as Mrs.

Elizabeth Danforth, now Mrs. Godfrey, and a few more

whofe charaiSlers fliine with treble luftre, I fhall draw a

veil over all the imperfedlions, too common to their fex

in this climate. Before I drop this fubjedt, however, I

muft atteft, that hofpitality is in no country pradtifed with

greater cordiality or with lefs ceremony, a ftranger being

every where at home, and finding his table and his bed

1

2

at
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CHAP, at whatever eftate neceffity or choice may occafion him to

•^P' J
vifit. This is the more to be regarded, as no inns are to

be met with in the neighbourhood of any of the Surinam

rivers.

To vary the fubjeft a httle, I will now defcribe three

kinds of fifti, with which I occafionally entertained my
friends. The fun-jijh, ih^fnake-Ji/b, and the Jpotted-cat.

The firft frequents both the fait and frefh water, like

the falmon : it is about eighteen or twenty inches long,

lliaped not unlike a kite ; and being covered over with

fcales of a golden colour, when it fwims in clear water

darts forth very bright beams, from which it has derived

its name of the Jun-fJIj. The Jnake-Jijh takes its name

from its refemblance to that reptile : this is a black eel

with a white belly, it is not large, and is very common

in all the rivers. The Jpotted-cat is called fo from its

tabby colour, and long whifkers : this fifli is formed not

unlike Tipike^ with very fharp teeth ; it has no fcales, it is

extremely fat, weighing fometimes above feventy pounds,

but its fleQi is yellow, and not efteemed the moft dehcate

food : however, here excellent filh is feldom wanting,

fuch as the iiew-mara, pajfej'ee, warappa, jackeey and

many others already noticed. The Hope, with all this,

was now truly a moft fhocking place of refidence : here

I much regretted my former cottage, and fweet com-

panion, the one in ruins, the other at Paramaribo ; while,

at prefent, not a man was to be feen without an ague or

fjever, or fome other wafting complaint. The dyfentery

X alfo



EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 61

alfo began to make its appearance ; and to add to our CHAP,

diftrefs, we had neither furgeon, medicines, nor fo much ^ ^̂]}'^

as a light, and very little bread left. I was moved with

the fituation of the troops, and again diftributed all my
bifcuits, lemons, oranges, fugar, wine, ducks and fowls,

amongft the unhappy fufFerers, with a few fpermaceti

candles.

On the 23d I fent up to the hofpital at Magdenberg two

jfick ojfficers, Orleigh and Francen^ with all the privates

that could bear to be tranfported ; and, at the fame time,.

I repeated my humble entreaties to be foon relieved

from fo very difagreeable a fituation (for the confine-

ment to which there was not the leafl: neceflity), and

rcquefted to be one of the party to march againft the

rebels, but to no purpofe; while the accounts came from

below that a frefh nell: of negroes were difcovercd, even

clofe to Paramaribo, and the news came from above that

the troops there were daily dying away ; amongft others,,

on the 22d, expired a Captain Seyburg, brother to the

Colonel. This was adlually the third captain who died

within the fpace of one month.

On the 26th two fine young officers arrived, unfit for

fervice by ruptures, occafioned by the flippery ftate of the

ground in the rainy feafon.

This evening one of our marines named Spanknevel,-

was miffing, and was not found till the 29th, when he

was difcovered fufpended by a nebee to the branch of a

tree. Nat one of his comrades would cut him down, he

having

,
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XVIII .

cj o

v___^^.._^ cording to their prejudices, (being Germans) would ren-

der them as infamous as himfelf. Wherefore, by my
orders, he was taken down, and interred by the negroes.

An order at laft came for my relief, and I immediately

fet out for Goed-Accoord, in company with Captain Bolts;

where the planter, Mr. de Lange, and his lady, received

us with great hofpitality. This fugar eftate being the

fartheft that is cultivated in Rio Comewina, and confe-

quently.expofed to the neighbourhood of the rebel ne-

groes, makes the flaves liable to their fedu6lions ; they

are therefore treated with ^peculiar kindnefs and indul-

gence, to prevent their concurring in any infurreilion, or

being perfuaded to leave their prefent lituation.

Here we faw a great novelty indeed, the young negro

women waiting at the table all ftark naked, as they came

into the world. I was at firft ftartled at the unufual ap-

pearance ; and afking the caufe, was modeftly anfwered

by the lady of the houfe, that it was ordered fo by their

mothers and matrons, to prevent (by fuch means of de-

tection, faid they) their too early intercourfe with the

males, and child-bearing, which would fpoil their fhapes,

weaken their flrength, and cramp their growth. Indeed

finer made figures I never beheld than were both the

men (witnefs Philander) and the women on this plan-

tation, whofe beautiful fhapes, livelinefs, ftrength, and

activity, were inferior to no Europeans.

Next day we departed for Magdenburg an hour before

fun-
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Ibn-fet, againft the advice of Mr. and Mrs, de Lange, in CHAP,

a fmall barge, covered only with a loofe awning. We had . _ °_^

not rowed above two miles when not only night came

on, but we were overtaken by fuch a fhower of rain, as

had nearly funk us, the boat's gunwale not being more

than two inches above the water : however, by the help

of our hats and calibafhes, we kept her afloat, while a

negro fat upon the bow, holding out a boat-hook ftraight

before him to prevent us from being overfet, by inadver-

tently running, in pitch darknefs, againft the roots of ma-

groves, See. which thickly lined both the banks of the.

river all the way upwards.

In this ftate of wet and obfcurity, at ten o'clock at night,

,

we came to the Jacob, being juft afloat and no more ; for

Bolts and I had no fooner leaped on the beach, than the

boat funk with all that was in her, the flaves luckily fwim-

ming afliore. Alas ! amongft the wreck, was my poor

box, with my journal, and all my paintings, which

had coft me above two long years fo much labour, care,

and attention. I was truly diftrefled at this lofs, when a

ikilful negro dived feveral times to the bottom, and at laft

brought up my little treafure, w^hich, though thoroughly

foaked, I was very happy to have again in my hands'..

Thus ended our fhipwreck, when havhig drank fome

warm grog and flung our hammocks, v/e allfell afleep

round a good fire, by which I made fliift to dry myfelf,

and, what was of more confequence, my papers.

The following morning we again fet out, and rowed for

Magdenberga
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^ 'j more obftrucSted by an enormous tree which had acciden-

tally fallen acrofs the Creek, fo that we could neither drag

the boat over nor under it. Thus we were again obliged

to return to the Jacob, whence we now proceeded to Mag-

denberg on foot, through thorns, roots, brambles, and

briars, and where we finally arrived wet and bloody ; and

my ancle, which had been nearly well, frefli wounded to

the bone, the ikin and flefh being quite torn away by

the numberlefs obftrudtions to our fteps.

Here we were acquainted that Mr, Orleigh, one of the

two officers that I had fent up to Magdenberg from the

Hope on the 23d, was no more. Thus died almoft all our

gentlemen, who had been during the laft month upon

the hopelefs Hope, from which now fcarcely one fingle

private returned in health ; and this, I am firmly of opi-

nion, was greatly owing to the dry and burning month

X)f June, when the fun fuddenly fcorched them, after

marching and even fleeping in cold watery fwamps, and

conftant heavy fhowers during the rainy feafon. How-

ever, I hitherto efcaped by the ftrength of my conftitu-

tion and good fpirits,which I determined by every poffible

means to keep from depreffion, by laughing, whiftling,

finging, and (God forgive me !) fometimes fwearing,

while all the reft were fighing, bewailing, and dying

around me.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIX.

^be 'Troops march to BarhacoebUy in the River Cottica—
Frenzy Fever—Gratitude in an Englijh Sailor—Dejcrip-

tion of the Government of Surinam—Some Account of

the Emigrant Americans during the late War—'Scene! of

unprecedented Generofity.

THE rainy feafon being again approaching, Colonel

Fourgeoud, having feledted all the remaining

healthy people, who now amounted to but one hundred

and eighty in number, on the 3d of July, 1775, pro-

ceeded on his march for Barbacoeba, in the river Cottica

;

which fpot he appointed for the general rendezvous,

previous to the grand attack on the rebels. Of this party

I had the honour t^ be one : but on the furgeon's de-

claring that I fhould run the hazard of lofing my foot

if I marched in the woods, I was ordered to remain at

Magdenberg, with liberty, if I foon recovered, to join

Fourgeoud, and make the beft of my way to Barbacoeba.

My limb, indeed, was now fo fwelled, and my wound fo

black with the mortification, that an amputation was

dreaded by Mr. Knollaert, Fourgeoud's furgeon, and I

could not even fland without excruciating pain.—I Ihall

bear the mark of it as long as I live.

During this confinement I received daily prefents from

Philander and the other negroes, as I was always kind to

Vol. II. It them.
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.
^-^ - .

This is the moft efteemed of all the various forts which

grow, as I have mentioned formerly, on the different

fpecies of palm-trees ; this tree grows fometimes near

fifty feet high, the trunk of a brown colour, hard,

ligneous, divided into fhort joints, and pithy within,

like the elder : it is thick in proportion, ftreight and

tapering like the maft of a ftiip ; near the top the tree

affumes a fluted form and a green colour, occaJioned

by the huity tegument that forms the branches ;

which, near the fummit, diverge in a horizontal di-

rection, like the crown of a pine-apple or ananas. Thefe

branches are covered over on both fides with llrong

pinnated leaves about three feet long, of a deep green

colour, and fliarp pointed, but folded and confufedly in-

termixed, not gracefully drooping like thofe of the mani-

cole or cocoa-nut trees. The feed is inclofed in a brown-

ilh kind of fpatha, that arifes from the center of the

branches, and hanging downwards confifts of fmall

round ifh nuts, not unlike a bunch of dried grapes, but

much longer in proportion to their circumference. If

the cabbage is wanted, the whole tree muft be cut down,

when it is diverted firft of its branches, and next of that

fluted green hufky tegument that forms them ; after this

the heart or cabbage is taken out, white, and about two or

three feet long : it is as thick as a man's arm, and round

like a polifhed ivory cylinder ; it is compofed of a kind of

tender longitudinal white flakes, like filk ribbands, ready

X. to
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to form the fucceeding green tegument, but fo clofe that chap.
they form a crifp foUd body. This, when eaten raw, is

in tafte fomething like the kernel of an almond, but is

more tender and more delicious ; when cut in pieces and

boiled, it eats like cauliflower : it may be alfo peeled in

the above-mentioned long thin flakes, and then it makes

an excellent fallad ; but too much of it, whether eaten

raw or drefled, is unwholefome, as it is apt to occafion

a diarrhoea. It is in the cavity, after the cabbage is

removed from it, that a black beetle depofits its fpawn,

from which the palm-tree worms are produced, which

feed on the remaining tender fubftance when it begins

to rot, till they acquire the flze already mentioned;

though thofe in the manicole tree, and other trees of the

palm fpecies, grow not fo large, are lefs fweet, and are

alfo differently fhaped.

The maureecee tree, by the French called latanie,

is certainly the tallefl of all the palm-tree fpecies ; or, in-

deed, of any fpecies in the foreft of Guiana. And I can

aver, that I have feen fome of thefe trees whofe lofty

fummits appeared to rife no lefs than a hundred feet from

the furface of the earth, while the circuniference of their

trunks was about ten or twelve feet where thickeft ; the

trunk of this tree is largefl at about one-fourth of its height

from the root, whence it tapers not only upwards but

downwards alfo : this Angularity has perhaps efcaped all

other writers. It is of a light brown or grey-colour, and

divided in joints all the way upwards to its branches, when
(but at a great height, and near the top) it diverges in long

K 2 green
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CHAP, green arched branches, naked till near their extremity^

^_—^-;_, when thefe again diverge or digitate in long broad leaves

of a pale green colour, and difpofed in an orbicular man-

ner with great regularity, not unlike fun-beams, or a

lady's fan expanded. As the young branches fpring up

from the centre at thefummit^ the old ones fade at the

bottom and hang downwards, fhrivelled and dangling in

the wind. From the heart of the green leaves the In-

dians draw out long white fibres or threads, as they do

from the filk-grafs plant •: thefe, being equally ftrong,

ferve as eords when twilled to firing their bows, to make

nets, or to be ufed as threads ; from- the middle of the

branches appears the feed, hanging down alfo in the form

of a large rope of onions. L have feen many prints re-

prefenting palm-trees, but I muft take the liberty to fay

that moft of them are impofitions on the public, having

either been executed from fancy, or from a very bad

defcription ; but I can affure my readers, that all thofe

which I reprefent were taken from nature, and on the

fpot : I {peak of the cocoa-nut tree, the manicola, the

mountain - cabbage, and the maureecee trees, whofe

branches and leaves are all extremely different from

each other; and I have not confounded the fpecies, as

they are in too many publications. The two firfl the

reader has already feen; and the two others I now offer to

his view, where A is the trunk of the mountain-cabbage-

tree; B one of its branches, feparated from the refl, and

C the feed or hufky fpatha inclofing it ; D is the trunk of

the maureecee-tree, and £ one of its branches dropping

down*
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down. F is the beetle that produces the maureecee

worms, G, which are not fo large nor fo delicious as thofe

produced by the mountain-cabbage. Having had no op-

portunity of Ihewing in what manner the Indians and

Africans afcend trees, by figure H I have reprefented a

negro climbing a young maureecee-tree, to which they

do not cling with their arms and legs, but taking the

trunk between their hands, they place the foles of their

feet againft it, and thus walk up in a moft aftonifhing

manner; by this method they fave their fkin from the

bark, but it muft certainly require very great ftrengthjt

adtivity, and pradice..

Having thus far dvi^elt on the palm-tree fpecies, I muft

once more return to domeftic occurrences.

I have faid that all the officers and moft of the privates

who had lately been ftationed at the Hope, had died, or

were fent up dangeroufly ill, while I had efcaped the

contagion.. But, alas ! now it became my turn, having

only had a reprieve, and no more : for on the 9th I was

feized with the fame burning fever that had carried off"

the reft.; and even my black boy Quaco was very ill.

On the 14th, necellity forced me to give up the com-

mand to another ofiicer, and depart from this inhofpitable

fpot on my way to Paramaribo : I could however reach

no farther than Goet Accoord, and there, on the 15th,

all expeaed my death ; when an old negro woman found

means to make me partake of fome butter-milk boiled

with fome. barley and melaffes, which was the firft food

I had.
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.
^^^'

.
nie infinite fervice ; and the day following I was again

able to be tranfported : the black boy alfo was much
better.

The evening of the 15th I reached Fauconberg, where

I'Was met by a packet of fix or eight letters from different

friends, accompanied with prefents of hung-beef, bul-

locks tongues, Madeira, porter, rum, and two gallons of

excellent fllrub, befides a fine bacon ham, and a beautiful

pointer ; both the laft from the identical Charles Mac-

don aid, the Englifh failor, which he had brought me
from Virginia, in return for the little civility I had for-

merly lliewn him fo unexpectedly at the Hope. This

mark of the poor fellow*s gratitude and generofity, the

true charadleri flics of a Britifli tar, gave me greater plea-

fure than all the things Ireceived put tot^ether. Butftill I

fnuft except two letters, the one from Mr. Lude at Amfter-

dam, and the other from Mr. de Graav, his adminifl:rator

at Paramaribo, acquainting me finally, and to my heart-

felt fatisfa<5tion, that the amiable Joanna and the little

boy were at my difpofal, but at no lefs a price than two

thoufand florins, amounting, with other ejjpences, to

near two hundred pounds fterling, a fum which I was

totally unable to raife. I already owed the fum of fifty

pounds, that I had borrowed for the black boy Quaco's

redemption ; but Joanna was to me invaluable, and

though appraifed at one -twentieth part of the whole

eftate, which had been fold for forty thoufand florins, no

price
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price could be too dear for a young woman, poffefling chap.

£0 much excellence, provided I could pay it. .
^^'

Solomon well obferves, ** that as cold water is to a

** thirfty foul, fo are good tidings from a diftant country ;"

and this news, on its firfl: arrival, had indeed the moft re^

viving effect on me : but when reflection taught me how
impoflible it was for me to obtain fuch a fura of money,

and while I was employed in giving all the prefents I had

received (except the ham and the dog) to Joanna's rela-

tions at Fauconberg, who loaded me with adorations and

carefies, I exclaimed, witli a bitter figh, " Oh ! that I could

*' have but found a fum fufficient to purchafe every one

*' of their freedoms t "
1
1 now found myfelf, though ex-

ceedingly weak, however fo much better, that on the next

day I went down fo far as the eftate Bergfhove, whence

the adminiftrator, a Mr. Gourlay, humanely caufed me
to be tranfported to Paramaribo in a decent tent-barge

with fix oars ; but relapfing, I arrived juft alive on the

evening of the 19th, having paft the preceding night on.

the eftate called the Jalofee, apparently dead.

I cannot leave the river Comewina without prefenting

the reader with a view of Magdenberg, from the Tem-
patee j and a peep at Calais, from the Hope, at the-

mouth of the Cofaweenica Creek.

Being now in a comfortable lodging at Mr. de la Mare's,

and attended by fo good a creature as Joanna, I reco-

vered apace ; and on the 25th was fo well, that I was able

to walk out for the firft time, when I dined with Mrs. Gode-

froy„
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^ ^
relative to the emancipation of Joanna, who had now

once more literally faved my life. At this table there was

never wanting all the wholefome and refrefhing nourifli-

"ment that I flood in need of, with the beft of fruits and

wines. Among the articles conducive to the reftoration

of health, are recTconed in this country all the different

kinds of pepper which it affords, and the no lefs effica-

' cious acid of limes. Among the firfl are the cica pepper,

the lattacaca, and the dago-peepee, as they are called in

Surinam ; for the negroes name each thing from the re-

lemblance it bears to another : but thefe are known in

Europe by the names of Cayenne, Pimento, and Capfi-

cum. The firfl is properly called Cayenne from the

Freneh fettlement of that name in Guiana ; but the name

cica or chica is derived from its round fhape and fize, re-

fembling the infedt called chiga or chigoe^ already de-

fcribed ; the next refembles rats excrements, &:c. All the

above fpecies, beiides fome others, grow on low green

fhrubs, they all equally excoriate the mouth, have all the

fame fiery qualities, and when ripe are of a fcarlet or ra-

ther a blood colour. The Europeans feldom eat any

thing without it ; but the blacks, and efpecially the In-

dians, fwallow it I might fay by handfuls, not only as

a relifh, but as a remedy in almoft every difeafe.

The limes grow on beautiful trees like lemons, but the

leaf and the fruit are much fmaller ; they are rather a

brighter yellow than the lemons, have a fine thin fliell,

a and
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nnd are extremely full of the richeft acid that I know, chap.
which has a particularly fine flavour, and is a great blef- ^^^*

fing to the fick foldiers and failors in this colony, who

have them for the trouble of gathering ; fo that it is not

uncommon to fee the tars employing their leifure time in

picking and carrying large hampers full to their veflels.

In Surinam there are whole hedges of lime-trees, and all

round Paramaribo they grow wild. It is much to be la-

mented that, among other articles of luxury, this fruit

cannot be tranfported to Europe ; but whole calks of this

juice are frequently fent over, and they are alfo pickled and

preferved in large jars by the inhabitants.

At the deflert, among many other excellent fruits, I

obferved one which is here called the mammee apple: it

grows on a tree about the fize of an orange-tree, with a

grey-coloured bark; the wood is whitifli, and coarfe; the

leafvery thick, polifhed, and of a triangular form, without

fibres. This fruit is nearly round, and is about five or fix

inches in diameter, covered with a rufty coarfe fkin : the

pulp has the colour and confiftency of a carrot, enclofing

two large ftones with bitter kernels, but the fruit is of a de-

licious tafte, fweet mixed with acid, and a fmell fuperior in

fragrance to almoft any other fruit in the colony. There

were alfo nuts of two fpecies, ufually called piftachios,

and by the negroes pinda ; one kind of them refembles

fmall chefnuts, and thefe grow in bunches on a tree. The

others are produced by a fiirub, and grow under ground

;

both have fweet oily kernels : of the laft there are two

Vol.11. L in
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CHAP, in one pod; they are agreenble eating raw, but flill better

•^'^"
, when roafted in hot allies. To ilKiftrate the above de-

fcriptions, I prefent the reader with the plate annexed^

where y^ is a Tprig of limes ia full ripenefs; B, the Cay-

enne or cka pepper ; C, the pimento pepper or lattacaca
;

JD, the capfi.um called dago -p.eepee\ E, the mammee

apple when it is fully ripe; F, the leaf above, of a beauti-

ful green; G, the leaf belov/, of a yellowilh green; Hy

the pirtachio nut in the hufk; /, the ground piftachio in

its dried flate ; K, one of the kernels belonging to the

latter.

The whole of the above were taken from nature, though

upon a fmall fcale
;
yet I flatter myfelf they will be found

more perfed: copies of the originals than fome of Mad. Me-

rian's, with all their boafted reputation.—I cannot difmifs

this fubjedl without a few other remarks on the incorredl-

nefs of this lady's drawings. For inftance, her leaf of the

lime-tree is evidently too round ; and if by her palifade

branch, in plate XI. flie means the manicole-tree, I muft

declare 1 never difcovered fuch a leaf among the many

thoufands 1 have helped to cut down. Her cotton twig,

and efpecially the pod containing the cotton, are alfo no

true reprefentation of thofe which are produced in Su-

rinam.

In another place (he declares, that grapes are common in

Guiana—which I alfo muft contradi6t ; for it is well known,

that no thin-fkinned fruit can ever come to perfedtion in

a tropical climate, fuch as grapes, cherries, currants,

7 ftrawberries.
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ftrawberries, plums, apricots, and peaches, nor even

common apples or pears.

From the above obfervations, I take the liberty to fay,

that allowing Mad. Merian due praife for her beautiful

and valuable performance upon the whole, flie has ftill

fallen into very notable miflakes. To corre6l them is a

duty incumbent on future obfervers ; nor does it by any

means imply a general cenfure on the elegant work in quef-

tion, nor can it appear extraordinary that it fhould contain

fome errors, when we conlider that it is above an hundred

years ago fince flie prefented her difcoveries to the world.

In the courfe of fo many years therefore mankind, by

long experience and continued inveftigation, have become

more enlightened, and are more accurately informed.

Being now once more at Paramaribo, it may not be im-

proper to divert our attention for a while from the ani-

mal and vegetable produd;ions to the government of this

fine colony ; a topic which, I am perfuaded, fome of my
readers have long fince expected ; but not having had a

previous opportunity of gratifying their curiofity, I will

no longer delay the necefTary information, though to

feme the detail may appear dry and unentertaining.

I have already mentioned the nature of the charter,

and ftated, that at prefent two-thirds of Surinam belong

to the town of Amfterdam, and one-third to the Weft

India Company : alfo, that the judicial power is exercifed

by feveral different courts of judicature.— I fhall now
proceed to defcribe them in their proper order, as deli-

JL ^ vered
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CHAP, vered to me by the governor Mr. Nepveu. The court of
XIX*

. _' , policy and criminal juftice claims the firft rank in the

order of precedence—this confifts of thirteen members,

chofen by the votes of the inhabitants, and each member

continues for life. Of this court the governor is prefident^

and the commandant or deputy governor firft counfellor.

The a(5ting officers are therefore

The governor.

The commandant.

The fifcal.

The town clerk ; and

Nine counfellors..

To this court belongs the deciiion of all criminal matters,

the governor exercifing the power of reprieve from

death, and even pardoning any convi(5t by his own au-

thority.

The court of civil juftice confifts alfo of thirteen mem-
bers, but thefe are chofen by the above court only, and

are renewed every four years. The governor is alfo pre-

fident here,, and the officers of this court are

The governor..

The fifcal..

The town-clerk ; and"

Ten counfellors.

By this court are decided not only the moft important

law-fuits, but alfo petty offences.

The next is the fubaltern college, confifting of eleven

members, chofen alfo by the governor and court of policy ;

and,
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and, like the other, renewed every four years, the town-

clerk excepted, who fits for life. The members are felecft-

ed from the late counfellors of juftice, and are

The deputy prefident.

The town-clerk ; and

Nine counfellors..

The above court fuperintends the public buildings, ftreets,

orange-trees, canals. Sec. and decides all pecuniary dif-

putes that are under twenty -five guineas; any fum
above which muft be referred to the court of juftice.

Befides thefe, there is an orphan and infolvent debtors

college, confifting of

The commifl^aries.

The town-clerk.

The book-keeper.

The treafurer ; and

A fworn feci-etary.

The public revenue offices are :

The office of importation and exportation duties.

The office of excife and fmall impofts.

The office for head-money, or poll-tax.

The office for public fales and vendues..

The office for re-taking negro deferters, Szc.

But thefe I fhall more amply explain when Ifpeak of the

general revenue of this colony, and for the prefent fliall

only confider its government. I have formerly men-

tioned that the governor is at the head not only of the

civil
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civil but military departments ; the other public employ-

ments are chiefly

The fecretary to his excellency the governor.

The commifTaries of the vi(5tualling-offices.

Four infpe61ors of the exportation of fugars.

One infpe6tor of the melalies hogflieads.

One fujiervifor of all the North American velTels.

Two public au6tioneers.

Two ferjeants or meflengers of the court.

Two fworn land-furveyors.

Three meafurers of the fquared timber.

One infpedor of the black cattle, &c.

One fworn overfeer of weights and meafures.

Three Low-Dutch clergymen.

One French clergyman.

One Lutheran clergyman.

Three public fchoolmafters, 8cc.

The militia confifts of eleven companies, with one

captain, one lieutenant, one fecond lieutenant, one en-

fign, one fecretary, and one calhier each. The captains

are generally the fworn appraifers of the eftates for fale

on the diffei-ent rivers, where they chance to have their

department.

Thefe are the principal funcftionaries in the govern-

ment lof Surinam ; which is not originally upon a bad

eftablifhment, were it not depraved by fordid avarice, to

the great detriment of this beautiful fettlement in gene-

ral, and to that of its inhabitants in particular. The

colony,
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colony, by proper management, might be made a garden

of Eden, not only for the European fettlers, but alfo for

their African domertics. It would not indeed be diffi-

cult to fuggeft improvements, nor even to carry them

into efte(5t. What has occurred to me upon the fubjeft,

I will candidly ftate on another occafion; and I have no

doubt but a little attention even to one fingle point would

be produdtive of the happieft confequences. Thus, if I

cannot on the fpot, like the good Samaritan, pour the balm-

into the wound of any one futferer, at leaft I can leave the

prefcription, which, if properly applied,.would, I am per-

fuaded,, afford relief to the complaints of thoufands.

I have undertaken the unpleafing tafk of fhewing how^,

by thedefperate means of blood, the colony was frequently

feved from total annihilation. How much more glorious

would it be f»r thofe who have it in their power not only

to fave the colony of Surinam, but many other valuable

Weft India fettlements, by the help of a well-p.lanned;

INSTITUTION OF GENERAL AND IMPARTIAL JUSTICE,,

and the laudable example of humanity and benevolence I

Thus much for the political government of Surinam^;

which I will not leave without tranfcribing its motto, fo

very contrary to what they profefs, being
'•'-

Jujlitia—
« pietas—fdes."" The arms are tripartite,, which I appre-

hend to be fome of thofe of the houfe of Somelfdyke,

the Weft India company, and the town of Amfterdam,

crowned and fupported by two lions rampant, and with

thefe
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CHAP, thefe are ftamped all their card money, &:c. But to

^^^ proceed with my journal.

On the 30th I met the poor failor, Charles Macdonald,

and having juft bought thirty gallons of Grenada rum,

I gave him a handfome return for his bacon ham and his

dog, befides a fine cork-fcrew (mother-of-pearl fet in

filver) as a keep-fake, he being to fail the day following

for Virginia, on board the Peggy, Captain Lewis, who,

at my recommendation, promifed to make him his mate.

As I am fpeaking of dogs, I mufl make two general re-

marks on thefe animals in Guiana, viz. that in this

quarter of the world they lofe the faculty, or at leaft the

habit, of barking ; and it is a known fadt, that the native

dogs never bark at all. In this country, it is obferved

alfo, that dogs are never feized with the hydrophobia, at

leaft I never remember to have feen or heard of a mad dog

in Surinam : and this is the more lingular, as that dreadful

diftemper is generally attributed in other countries to the

intenfe heat of the Caniculares or dog-days, as that appel-

lation fufficiently indicates. The Indians or natives of Gui-

ana all keep dogs, which they ufe in hunting; they are of

a dirty white colour, meagre, and fmall, with fliort hair,

a fharp muzzle, and eredl ears : all thefe are very dexte-

rous in finding game ; but they poflefs all the mif-

phievous qualities of the terrier. I ought not to forget

that if the American dogs do not bark, their howl is very

Joud ; on this account my Virginian dog was fo trouble-

4 fome,
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fome, that he got his brains knocked out by the neigh- CHAP.
XIX

hours within a fortnight after he was in my poffeflion. ._ _'
.

About this period feveral American families arrived at

Paramaribo, on account of the war which broke out be-

tween the mother country and her colonies. For many

of thefe I felt very much; and muft ever declare, that no

people could have a better heart or greater friendfliip for

a Britifh individual than they had for me, which they

fhewed on many different occafions.

On the 3d. of Auguft, Mr. de Graav being arrived in

town, having finally fettled affairs with Mr. Lolkens, the

late adminiftrator of Fauconberg, I now thought proper

to take the firft opportunity of fettling matters with him,

by propofing him to give me credit till I fhould have it

in my power to pay the money for which Joanna and

my Johnny had been fold to me, and which I was deter-

mined to fave out of my pay, if I fhould exift on bread,

fait, and water : though even then this debt could not be

difcharged in lefs time than two or three years. Provi-

dence however interfered, and at this moment fent that

excellent woman, Mrs. Godefroy, to my afliftance : for no

fooner was file acquainted with my difficult and anxious

fituation, than fhe fenf for me to dine with her, when
file addrefTed me in the following terms

:

" I know, good Stedman, the prefent feelings of your
" heart, and the incapacity of an officer, from his income
" only, to accomplifli fuch a purpofe as the comple-
<« tion of your wiflies. But know, that even in Surinam
Vol. II. M « virtue
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CHAP. " virtue will meet with friends. Your manly fenfibility

^ _ _.
" ^or that deferving young won:ian and her child muft

" claim the efteem of all rational perfons, in fpite of ma-

" lice and folly : and fo much has this adtion recom-

" mended you to my attention in particular, that I fliould

*' think myfelf culpable in not patronizing your lauda-

" ble intentions. Permit me then to participate in your

" happinefs, and in the future profpedl of the virtuous

" Joanna and her little boy, by requefting your accept-

" ance of the fum of two thoufand florins^ or any fum
" you ftand in need of; with which money go imme-
** diately, Stedman, go and redeem innocence, good

" fehfe, and beauty from the jaws of tyranny, oppref-

' *' iion, and infult."

Seeing me thunder-ftruck, and gazing upon her in a

ftate of ftupefadlion, without the power of fpeaking, flie

continued, with a divine benignity :

" Let not your delicacy, my friend, take the alarm,

" and interfere in this bufmefs : foldiers and failors

" ought ever to be the men of feweft compliments

;

" and all I expert from you is, that you fay not one

" word more on the fubjedl."— As foon as I recovered

I replied, " that I was at a lofs how to exprefs my ad-

*' miration of fuch benevolence." I faid, '' that Joanna,

"who had fo frequently preferved my life, had cer-

** tainly merited my eternal affecStion ; but that my gra-

" titude could not be lefs to one who had fo generoufly

*' put me in the way of redeeming that invaluable wo-

8 " man
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<^ man from llavery ;" and concluded with obfervin?, CHAP.
XIX.

«' that I could not now touch a Ihilling of the money, but _ -.-'_'

<' fliould have the honour to call upon her the next day

;

" and immediately retired."

I was "no fooner returned home, than I acquainted

Joanna with all that had happened ; who, burfting

into tears, called out, " Gado fa brejfe da zvoma !
"—

" God will blefs this woman !
** and infilled that

flie herfelf fhould be mortgaged to Mrs. Godefroy till

every farthing fliould be paid : flie indeed was very

anxious to fee the emancipation of her boy, but till

that was done, flie abfolately refufed to accept of her

own freedom. I fliall not here endeavour to paint the

conteft which I fuftained between a£Fe(Stion and duty, but

bluntly fay that I yielded to the wifli of this fo charm-

ing creature, and whofe fentiments endeared her to me
Hill more. Thus I inftantly drew up a paper, declaring

my Joanna, according to her defire, from this day to be

the property of Mrs. Godefroy, till the lafli farthing of the

money flie lent me fliould be repaid ; and, on the follow-

ing day, with the confent of her relations *, I condudled

her to Mrs. Godefroy's houfe, where, throwing herfelf at

the feet of that incomparable woman, Joanna herfelf put

the paper into her hands; buL this lady having raifed

her up, no fooner had read the contents, than fhe ex-

claimed, " Muft it be fo ? Then come here, my Joanna,

* Without the confeiit of parents, brothers, and lifters, no refpeftable flaves are

individually fold in Surinam. '

M 2
'

"I have
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CHAP. "I have a fpirit to accept of you not as my flave, but more
XIX. " as my companion : you fhall have a houfe built in my

<' orange-garden, with my own Haves to attend you, till

" Providence fhall call me away, when you Ihall be per-

*' fedtly free, as indeed you now are the moment you
" wifh to poffefs your manumiflion ; and this you claim

** both by your extraction and your conducSl *." On
thefe terms, and on no other, I accepted of the money

on the 5th, and carrying it in my hat to Mr. de Graav's,

I laid it on his table, demanding a receipt in full ; and

Joanna was transferred from the wretched eftate Fau-

conberg, to the protection of the firft woman perhaps in

all the Dutch Weft-Indies, if not in the world; and for

which file thanked me with a lopk that could only be ex-

prefTed by the countenance of an angel.

Mr. de Graav, on counting the money, addreffed me in

the following terms :—*' Stedman, two hundred florins of

*' this fum belong to me as adminiftrator. Permit me
" alfo to have a fmall fhare in this happy event, by not

*' accepting this dividend, as I fhall find myfeif amply

** paid by the pleafure of having been inftrumental in

" bringing about what feems fo much to contribute to

** the enjoyment of two deferving people."

Having thanked my difinterefled friend with an affec-

tionate fhake by the hand, I immediately returned the

* I have already mentioned that Joanna mod diftinguiflied people on the coafl of

was by birth a gentleman's daughter from Africa.

Holland ; and her mother's family were

two
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two hundred florins to Mrs. Godefroy, and all were CHAP.
XIX.

happy. I muft not omit, as a farther proof of Mrs. Gode- ._ -,-'j

froy's humane character, that on hearing of the deje6led

fituation of the Tick at Magdenberg, Ihe at this time fent

them a prefent of a whole barge-load of fruit, vegeta-

bles, and refrelhments of every kind that the colony

could afibrd, for their relief. ,

On the 7th of A-pi41j matters being thus far fettled, I

wrote a letter to Mr. Lude, at Amfterdam, to give him in-

telligence, and to thank him for having parted with the

mojl valuable property of his eftate ; and my ancle being

now pretty well recovered, I alfo wrote to Colonel Four-

geoud, that I Ihould have the honour to join him in a

few days. This letter I directed to Barbacoeba, for there

he ftill continued, while the intrepid and adlive militia

captain, Stoeleman, was beating up the woods with a few

rangers at another quarter, and who this day fent in

four captive rebel negroes to Paramaribo *.

On the loth, finding myfelf fufiiciently recovered, and

ready once more to enter the foreft, I bade farewell to my
fweet family and friends, leaving the firft ftill at Mr. de la

Mare's, at their requeft ; and cheerfully fet off with a tent-

boat on rayffib campaign, in the hopes of accompany- •

ing Fourgeoud ; who, having affembled all his remaining

forces, and made the neceflary arrangements to attack

* It is a maxim with the rangers to they fend in alive fifty florins ; alfo for

chop ofF the right hand of every rebel finding a town or village ene thoufand

negro they kill, for which they receive florins Hollands.

twenty-five florins j and for every one

the
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CHAP, the enemy, wa& now determined to march in a very few

On the 14th I arrived with a boat at Barbacoeba, in the

upper part of the river Cottica, where formerly I was

when I killed the aboma fnake. I found here the old

gentleman (who civilly welcomed me) ready to ftart the

following day. I never faw the troops in fuch^fine fpi-

rits, or fo eager for fervice; which proceeded from differ-

ent motives, as I had faid before, fome in the hopes of

plunder, fome from revenge on the rebels, and fome

from a willi to fee the war at an end ; while I believe

in my foul, that others were tired of exiftence by con-

tinual illnefs and hard fervice ; and heartily wifhed for

a glorious end of all their miferies—^as nothing can be

more wretched than a foldier's or a failor's life, perpe-

tually foaking in the wet or fcorching in the fun, fur-

rounded by an unbounded foreft, and in a tropical

climate.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

A Rebel Negro dejcribed— Bup-Jigbt'mg — Sentimental

ExpreJJions of the African Blacks — The 'Town of

Gado-Saby taken by Colonel Fourgeoud— Superflition—
Wonderful Expedients — Great General/hip in the

Enemy.

ON the T5th of Anguft 1775, the rebels, fluflied with chap.

their late vidory over Captain Meyland and his
'^^'

party, whether with a defign to brave Fourgeoud, or to

intimidate his troops, being well apprifed by their fpies

that he was at Barbacoeba, had the alTurance to fet fire to

all the huts in two different camps which had been left

Handing by his patroles, while they continued fhouting

and hallooing the wht)le night within our hearing ; but

this only proved an incentive to a<Stion, and enraged our

veteran commander fo much, that he now declared he

would have ample revenge at all hazards. During this

night a large tiger alfo alarmed the camp, but did no da-

mage of any kind.

An hour before day - break next morning, Colonel

Fourgeoud, with his troops, were ready to march, and

immediately entered the woods. They now amounted

exadly to two hundred Europeans fit for fervice, the reft

being
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being ill and unfit for fervice ; but no rangers were as

yet arrived, though they had been expedted." The

fa61: was, they were fo much difg¥ifted with Fourgeoud's

command, that they did not appear at all, which afforded

this gentleman for once an opportunity of ftigmatizing

them as a band of pufillanimous rafcals ; and I confefs I

was myfelf extremely afloniflied at this wilful abfence of

my black favourites, who were at other times fo eager to

rufh upon the enemy, and had declared their fatisfa<5lion

at the hopes of a decifive engagement with their fable

countrymen.

This whole day our courfe was due E.; and after pro-

ceeding about eight miles (which is a great diftance in this

country, where the pioneers with bill-hooks muft con-

ftantly open a path), we eredled huts, and encamped.

Having frequently mentioned the rebel - negroes with

whom we were now certain to have a rencontre, I pre-

fent the reader with the figure of one of thefe people,

upon his guard, as alarmed by a ruftling amongft the

buflies. At a diflance are fuppofed a couple of our

rangers, waiting the moment to take him by furprize.

This rebel negro is armed with a firelock and a hatchet

;

his hair, though woolly, may be obferved to be plaited

clofe to his head, by way of diftincf^ion from the

rangers, or any other ftraggling negroes, who are not yet

accepted amongft them ; his beard is grown to a point,

like that of all the Africans, when they have no op-

portunity of fliaving. The principal drefs of this man

6 confifts
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corififls of a cotton fheet, negligently tied acrofs his C H a P.

ihoulders, which protects him from the weather, and

ferves him alfo to reft on ; while he always fleeps under

cover in the moft obfcure places he can find, when de-

tached from his companions. The reft of his drefs is a

camifa, tied around his loins like a handkerchief; his

pouch, which is made of fome animal's llcin ; a few

cotton firings for ornament around his ancles and wrifts

;

and a fuperftitious obia or amulet tied about his neck, in.

which he places all his confidence. The fkull and ribs are

fuppofed to be the bones of his enemies, fcattered upon,

the fandy favannah.

The two rangers who make their appearance at a dif-

tance may be diftinguifhed by their red caps ; and here I

muft obferve, that the rebels have many times availed

themfelves of feizing one of thefe fcarlet diftindlions,

which by clapping on their own heads in an engagement,

has not only faved their lives, but given them an oppor-

tunity of fhooting their enemies.

Another ftratagem of theirs has fometimes been dif-

covered, viz. that fire-arms being fcarce amongft them,

numbers have intermixed in the crowd, with a crooked

Jlick fhaped fomething like a mulket ; and this appear-

ance has more than once had the efFedl of preventing a

proper defence by the plantation flaves, when the rebels

came to ranfack the eftates; while with this fhow of

armed numbers they have often ftruck fuch a panic,

and fo damped the coiirage of the former, that they have

Vol. II. N been
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been calmly permitted, after burning their houfes, even

to caiTy away their wives and daughters.

On the i6th we continued our march due E. upon a

ridge or elevated ground. Thefe ridges, if I miftake not,

run generally in this country E. and W. as do alfo moft

of the marfhes and fwamps. Having advanced rather a

lefs diftance than we did the day before, we were ordered

early to fling our hammocks, and to fleep without any

covering, to prevent the enemy from hearing the found

of cutting the trees ; nor were any fires allowed to be

lighted, nor a word to be fpoken, while a ftri6t watch was

kept round the camp. Thefe, in fa6t, were all very ne-

ceflary precautions ; but if we were not difcovered by the

enemy, we were almoft devoured by the clouds of gnats

or mufquitoes, which arofe from a neighbouring marlli

:

for my own part I fuffered more here than I had even

done on board the fatal barges in the upper Cuttira, as

we could make no fmoke to drive them away. In this

iltuation I faw the poor men dig holes with their bayonets

in the earth, into which they thruft their heads, flopping

the entry and covering their necks with their hammocks,

while they lay with their bellies on the ground. To fleep

in any other pofltion v/as abfolutely impofiible.

By the advice of a negro flave, I however enjoyed my
reft.

—

^^ Climb," faid he, " malTera, with your hammock
" to :he top of the higheft tree that is in the camp, and

" there go lleep ; not a Angle mufquito will diftiirb you,

" the fwarm WO-U be fpfliciently attraded by the fmell of

I !*the
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** the fweating multitude below."—This I immediately

tried, and flept exalted near one hundred feet above my
companions, whom I could not fee for the myriads of

mufquitoes below me, nor even hear them, from the in-

ceffant buzzing of thefe troublefome infefls.

This was the principal diftrefs of the night; while,

during the day, we had frequently been attacked by

whole armies of fmall emmets, called here fire-ants^

from their painful biting. Thefe infedls are black, and

very diminutive, but live in fuch amazing multitudes

together, that their hillocks have fometimes obflrudted

our paflage by their fize, over which, if one chances to

pafs, the feet and legs are inftantly covered with innu-

merable of thefe creatures, which feize the fkin with fuch

violence in their pincers, that they will fooner fuffer the

head to be parted from their body, than let go their hold.

The burning pain which they occafion cannot, in my
opinion, proceed from the fharpnefs of their pincers only,

but muft be owing to feme venomous fluid which they

infufe, or which the wound imbibes from them^. I can.

aver that I have feen them make a Avhole company hop

about, as if they had been fcalded with boiling water.

On the 17th we continued our march ftill due E. till nine

o'clock, when we altered our courfe to the N. and had to

fcramble through great quantities of thofe mataky roots,

or trumpeters already defcribed, which proved that we
were defcending into the low grounds, and indeed the foil

foon became very marfhy ; fortunately, however, though

it "was now the wet feafon, we had as yet very httle rain.

N a This

91
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This evening we encamped about four o'clock, Colonel

Fourgeoud being feized with a cold fit of the ague.

As I was flinging my hammock between two large

branches, but not fo high as the preceding night, my eye

chanced to fall upon what I conceived to be the leaf of a tree,

but which appeared to move and crawl up the trmik. I

called feveral officers to fee it : when a gentleman of the

Society exclaimed, " Cejl la feuille ambulante^ That is

the walking leaf. Upon clofer examination it proved to be

an infe6t, whofe wings fo perfedlly reprefent a leaf, that

by many it has been miftaken for a vegetable produdtion.

This feemed to be a fpecies of grafshopper, but covered

over with four wings of an oval form, and about three

inches in length, the two uppermoft fo folded together

as to appear exactly like a brown leaf, -with all the

fibres, &c»

I now returned to my hammock j where, ref!e6ting on.

all the wonders of nature, while the filver-moon glittering

through the verdure added beauty to the fcene, I fell

into a profound fleep, which I enjoyed till near midnight,

when we were all awaked in pitch darknefs and a heavy

fliower of rain, by the hallooing and lliouting of the

rebel negroes, who difcharged feveral mufkets; but as

the fhot did not reach our camp, we were extremely

aflonilli^d, the darknefs rendering it impolTible to form

any juft idea of their meaning. This difturbance con-

tinuin^Li, till near day-break, made us expedt every mo-

ment to be furrounded, and keep a very fliarp look-out.

In the morning early we unlaflied our hammocks, and

marched

• «{
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marched due N. towards the place whence we con-

jedtured the hallooing noife to have proceeded, being all

much fatigued for want of reft, efpecially Colonel Four-

geoud, who could hardly fupport himfelf, fo much was

he weakened by the ague. We had not marched above

two miles, I having the van-guard, when a rebel negro

fprang up at ray feet from tinder a fhrub, where he

had been aileep; but as we had orders not to fire upon

ftragglers, he efcaped, running with almoft the fwiftnefs

of a flag amongft the brambles. I no fooner made re-

port to the old hero, than, fwearing he was a fpy, which

I believe was true, he Ihook off his illnefs, and quickened

his pace with redoubled vigour : but our purfuit was

to no purpofe, at leaft this day ; for about one o'clock we

got into a bog, from which we could hardly extricate

ourfelves, and were forced to return to our laft night's

encampment, milling two privates of the Society troops,

whom we fuppofed to have periflied in the marlh.

This day we faw great quantities of amotta - trees,

"with which this part of the foreft abounds. In the even-

ing a ilave prefented me with a bu/h-Jpider of fuch

paagnitude, that putting him into a cafe -bottle above

eight inches high, he adually reached the furface with

fome of his hideous claws, whilft the others wxre rett-

ing upon the bottom. No creature can be more dread-

fully ugly than this enormous fpider, which the people

of Surinam erroneoufly call the tarantula. The body is

divided in two, the pofterior part oval, and the lize of an

Orlean-plum ; the fore-part fquare, with a figure forae-

what



54 NARRATIVE OF AN
CHAP, ^vhat resembling a ftar tipon it. This monfter lias five

.1L, -.-.__f pair of thick legs, with four joints in each ; is entirely

black or dark brown, and covered over, legs and all,

with thick and long black hair, like fome caterpillars,

while each leg is armed with a crooked yellow nail, and

from the head projedl two long teeth with inverted pin-

cers, refembling the claw of a crab, with which it feizes

its prey ; while its bite, if not fatal by the venomous li-

quid infufed into the wound, always occafions a fever.

It has eight eyes like moft fpiders, and feeds on infecfls

of every fpecies ; nay, it is even aflerted, that young

birds do not efcape it, out of which this fpider fucks the

blood : its web is fmall but very llrong. Upon the

whole, it is fuch a hideous creature, that the very light

of it is fufficient to occalion a tremor of abhorrence, even

in perfons moll accuftomed to infpe^l the deformities of

nature. Innumerable indeed are the pells and dangers

to which one is hourly expofed in the woods of this

tropical climate; and though it is my prefent bulinefs

only to make mention of fuch as I met with in this

march, and which mull appear new to the reader, yet

a recapitulation of the names only of our numerous

plagues may not be improper to refrefh the memory of

thofe who have a heart to fympathize with our fulFer-

ings. I have already mentioned the mufqiiitocSf mon-

pieras, patat and Jerapat licey chigoes, cock - roaches,

common ants, fire-ants, horfe-fiks, "joild bees, a.nd/pi'-

ders; be fides the prickly heat, ring-worm, dry-gripes,

putrid fevers^ boils^ confaca, bloody-flux, thorns, briars,

alligators.
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alligators, fnakes, tigers, 8cc. ; but I have not yet fpoken chap.

of the bujjj'worms, large antSy locujls, centipedes, fcor- i
.-^ ,_/

pions, bats, and fying-lice, the crajfy-crajjy, yaws, le-

thargy^ leprofy, and dropfy, with a thoufand other griev-

ances that continually annoyed our unhappy troops ;— a

particular defcription of which I mufl delay till a more

fuitable opi^ortunity occurs for introducing them into

this narrative.

Such were the pefts that we had to flruggle with in

this baneful climate, whilft our poor men were dying in

multitudes, without proper affiftance, unpitied, and fre-

quently without a friend to clofe their eye-lids, neither

coffin nor fhell to receive their bones, but thrown pro-

mifcuoully into one pit, like heaps of loathfome carrion.

On the 19th, we again left our encampment, and after

keeping a- little S. marched E. till, ten o'clock, when we

were overtaken and joined by a party of one hundred

rangers, with their conducftor, Mr. Finfack, to my great

fatisfailion. At this period we muftered three hundred

men; and however little Colonel Fourgeoud affecTred, at

other times, to value thefe black foldiers, he was now not

at all difpleafed with their company, upon our near ap-

proach to an enemy with whom the rangers were well

acquainted, and knew how to engage much better than

the marines ; while it will ever be my opinion, that one

of thefe free negroes is preferable to half a dozen white

men in the foreit of Guiana ; it indeed feems their na-

tural element, whilrt it is the bane of the Europeans.

Colonel
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CHAP. Colonel Fourgeoud now iffued orders for our little

XX
^ -^-'

^
army to march in three lines or columns, his own re-

giment in the centre, the Society troops on the right, the

rangers or black foldiers on the left, all within hearing

of each other, with a few flankers or riflemen outlide

the whole : thus formed we advanced till about noon,

when we changed our courfe from E. to N. E. and

continued our march over a biree-biree fwamp, or

quagmire : thefe are very common and dangerous in

this country, being a deep foft miry bog, covered over

with a thin cruft of verdure, fufficient in moft places to

bear the weight of a man, and quaking when walked

over; but fhouid this cruft give way, whoever breaks

it is fwallowed up in the chafm, where he muft inevi-

tably perilh if not immediately extricated ; thus it has

frequently happened that men have been feen to fink,

and have never more been heard of.

Quickfands are quite different, as they overwhelm by

a gradual fudtion, whereas the efFe6ls of a quagmire are

inftantaneous. To avoid accidents, we opened our files

as much as poffible, which occafioned a very long rear;

but even with this precaution feveral men funk through

it, as if the ice had broken under their feet, and fome

in my prefence up to the arm-pits, but were fortunately,

though with much difficulty, extricated.

In the afternoon we paffed through two old cajjava

fields, which indicated our near approach to the rebel

fettlement ; we afterwards fell in with Captain Meyland's

path,
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path, which we knew by the marks cut upon the trees,

as before explained. The evening being too far ad-

vanced to attack the enemy, we once more encamped

a few miles from the fwamp in which Captain Meyland

and his party had been defeated.

Having had a long march, and the men being much
fatigued, Colonel Fourgeoud allowed, during this night,

both huts and fires ; which furprized me greatly, being fo

near the rebels, though he had forbidden thefe comforts

when we were at a very confiderable diftance from them.

I however availed myfelf of his bounty, and having got

fome pigeo7i-peas from my ferjeant, which he had picked

up in the old caflava grounds, and laid hold of one of the

kettles, I invited him, and a captain of the black corps

called Hannibal, to a (hare ; who having thrown their

falt-beef and rufk-bifcuit into the mefs with mine, and

ftirred it round with a bayonet, we made a very excellent

fupper, though in a fad dreary night and heavy rain.

The pigeon or Angola peas grow on a fhrub about

€ight or ten feet high ; five or fix of thefe peas are con-

tained in a pod ; they are flat like lentils, and of a

reddiili-brown colour : the negroes are extremely fond

of them, and cultivate them in their gardens without any

expence or much trouble.

Hannibal now obferving that we fliould certainly fee

the enemy to-morrow, a/ked me if I knew in what man-

ner negro engaged againfi: negro ? Having anfwered in

the negative, he gave me the following relation, while

Vol. II. O fmoking
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fmoking his pipe under my hammock. — " MalTera,"

faid he, " both parties are divided in fmall companies of

" eight or ten men, commanded by a captain, with a horn,

" fnch as this (fhewing me his) by which they do every

*'- thing, and fight or run away. When they fight they

" feparate immediately, lie down on the ground, and fire

" at the flafli of each other's pans through the trees

;

" while each warrior is. fupported by two negroes un-

" armed, the one to take his place if he is killed- and

*' the other to carry away the dead body, to prevent its

** falling into the hands of their adverfaries *."

From this difcourfe I perfectly underftood his mean-

ing, which I have fince feen put in practice ; and for the

clearer conception of the reader, I have illuftrated it with

the following plan, where the whole engagement is ex-

hibited at one view^

The two columns E and F are fuppofed to be firft en-

gaged, where N° i in the column E commences the at-

tack by firing at random in the oppofite bulhes ; and

inftantly retires, by fhifting his place to N" i in the co-

lumn C, where he re-loads ; while N° 2 in the column F,

having fired at the flafh of his pan, advances in the

fame manner, fliifting his fl:ation to re-load at N° 2 in the

column D ; and at the flalli of whofe pan N" 3 fires in

£, and receives the fire of N' 4 in F, Sec. &;c. Thvis

continuing through both lines, till N* 8 has fired in F,

• The negroes have a favage cuftom part of them with their teeth, like the Car

of mangling and tearing the dead bodies ribbee Indians.

of their enemies j fome even devouring

when
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when the whole have Ihifted their ftations ; and the

fame manoeuvre is continvied with the columns C and D,

•beginning again with the identical numbers i, 2, 3, &c.

at the top ; while thefe lines, having fhifted their places,

ftill the firing is repeated by the lines ^ and B, and thus

ad infinitum^ until by founding the horn one of the

parties gives way in flight, and the battle is over. I fliall

only add, that when the foreft is thick, inftead of lying

on their bellies, or kneeling, each negro fkulks behind a

thick tree, which ferves him as a bulwark, and from

which he fires at his adverfary with more certainty and

lefs danger, ufually refling his piece againfl the trunk,

or in the forked branches, like the Sbawanefe and Dela-

zvare Indians.

Captain Hannibal alfo informed me, that the famous

chief Bonny was fuppofed to be in perfon amongft the

neighbouring rebels ; and that he was born in the foreft

amongft them, notwithftanding his being a mulatto,

which was accounted for by his mother efcaping to the

woods from the ill treatment of her mafter, by whom
Ihe was then pregnant.

Having frequently mentioned the different fhades be-

tween a black and a wbitgy the fame plate reprefents

them to the reader at one view. From the above two

colours the mulatto is produced ; from the mulatto and

black, the famboo ; from the mulatto and white, the

quaderoon, Sec. Sec.—This fable warrior made me alfo

acquainted with the names of feveral other rebel com-

O a manders,
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manders, againft whom he had frequently fought for the

Europeans. Such as ^ammy, who was the chief of a

feparate gang, and had no connedtion with the others

;

Coromantyn^ Cojo^ Arico, and Joli-Cceur ; the two laft being

celebrated captains, whofe revenge was infatiable againft

the whites, particularly Joli-Coeur'Sy who had I confefs

great reafon, as has been already ftated. The noted rebel

negro Baronj he believed, was now ferving alfo under

the great chief Bonny,

He next proceeded to tell me the names of the prin-

cipal rebel fettlements, fome of which were already de-

ftroyed, fome now in view, and fome of thefe were only

known to us by name. Thefe appellations were all very

expreffive indeed; and as they may ferve in fome meafure

to elucidate our enquiries concerning the negro nations,

I have thought proper to give them a place in this

narrative, with their meaning in an Englifli tranflation ;

viz.

Boucoa - - - I Ihall moulder before i ftiall be

taken.

Gado Saby - - God only knows me, and none elfe..

Cofauy - - - Come try me, if you be men.

^ejfee See - - Take a tafting, if you like it..

Mele me - - - Do difturb me, if you dare.

Boojy Cray - - The woods lament for me..

Me Salajy - - I fhall be taken.

Kebree me - - Hide me, O thou furrounding ver-

dure
The
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The others were :

^ammi Condre- From Quammi, the name of the chief.

Finenburgh - - From the pines or manicole - trees

which formerly furrounded it.

Caro Condre - - From the quantity of maize it afforded..

Reifee Condre - From the quantity of rice it produced.

Such were the names of the negro warriors, and their

fettlements.

I now fliook hands with Captain Hannibal, while my
mind being occupied with the hopes of vi<5tory unftained

by cruelty, and being very much fatigued, I foon fell

profoundly alleep.

On the 20th in the morning, no one could awake in a

more beautiful day and better fpirits than I did, until

they were damped by obferving that at fo critical a time,

and even in the moment before the conflift, inftead of

that kind treatment which it would have been prudent to

have fliewn to thofe from whofe exertions we were to

expecfl a happy period to our fufferings, there was even

then fuch difcouragement of the fubaltern officers and

private men as involuntarily drew from me the reflec-

tion—That (if poffible to avoid it) princes and minijiers

lliould never inveft any one individual with unlimited

authority, efpecially in a foreign country, without being

perfedlly well acquainted with the re<5titude of their

moral principles and difpofition ; no men being fit to

command but thofe who are poffefTed of manly feel-

ings, and whofe valour is tempered with humanity;,

a fines:
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CHAP, fince 'tis a truth that fteiiing bravery is incompatible with

^^' a cruel heart.

At fix o'clock we advanced N. E. by N. towards the

marfh, my melancholy evaporating with the rifing fim.

About eight o'clock we entered this formidable Iwamp,

and foon found ourfelves above our middle in water,

well prepared neverthelefs for the warm reception we ex-

pelled from the oppofite fliore, as the former party had

fo fatally experienced. After wading above half a mile,

our grenadiers rapidly mounted the beach with cocked

firelocks and bayonets fixed ; the main body inftantly

followed, and alio mounting the beach, the whole formed

without the fmalleft oppolition. We now beheld a fpec-

tacle fufficient to fliock the moft intrepid, the ground

flrewed with fkulls, bones, and ribs ftill covered with

human flefli, and befmeared with the blood of thofe

unfortunate men who were killed with Captain Meyland.

—That officer had indeed found means to bury them,

but the rebels had dug them up for the fake of their

cloaths, and to mangle the bodies, which, like ferocious

animals, they had torn limb from limb. Amongft thefe,

the fate of Meyland's nephew, a promifing young man,

was peculiarly afFcdting. He came from the mountains

of Switzerland in queft of military preferment, and met

his fate in a marlh of Surinam juft after his landing. His

bravery was equal to that of his uncle, his intrepidity,

voluntarily expofing himfelf to danger, knew no bounds.

—Such is the enthufiafm of military ambition.

« And
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" And 'tis mojl true, while Time's relentlefs hand

" With fickly grafp drags others to the tomb i

" T\\t/oldier fcorns to wait the dull command^

" But Iprings impatient to a nobler doom*

" Tho' on the plain he lies, outftretch'd and pale,

" Without one friend his ftedfaft eyes to dole,

*' Yet on his honoured corpfe ffaXY xm.ny a gale

" Waft the moift fragrance of the weeping rolc»

" C^er the dread Ipot the melancholy moon

" Shall paufe a while— a fadder beam to Ihed ;

" And Harry night amidft her awful noon

" Sprinkle light dews upon his hallowed head.

" There too the folitary bird Ihall fwell

" With long-drawn melody her plaintive throat j.

" While difbant echo from relponfive cell

" Shall oft with fading force return the note.

** Such recompence be valour's due alone.**

This being the fecond or third heap of human bones

we had met with in our march, I frankly acknowledge

did not operate upon me as a Simulative to engage with

negroes ; yet thefe awful relics fpurred on the common
foldiers to take revenge for the lofs of their malfacred

Gompanions.

Having fo frequently had occafion to fpeak of march-

wg through a fwamp, it may not be improper to illuftrate

the

103
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the defcription by the annexed drawing. The firft figure

reprefents Colonel Fourgeoud (preceded by a negro flave,

as a guide, to give notice by his fwimming when the

water deepens) followed by myfelf, fome other offi-

cers and marines, wading through the marlh above our

middle, and carrying our arms, ammunition, and accou-

trements above our heads, to prevent their being da-

maged by the wet.

In the back-ground may be feen the manner in which

the flaves carry all burdens whatever on the head, and the

mode of the rebel negroes firing upon the troops from the

tops of high palm-trees, &:c. A march of this nature,

though occafionally necelTary in Surinam, muft be always

very dangerous, being expofed to an attack from under

cover of the furrounding bufhes, without having the

power of returning the fire more than once ; for in fuch

a depth of water no foldier can re-load his mulket with-

out wetting both the lock and the priming.

We now followed a kind of foot-path made by the

enemy, which after a little turning led us in a wefterly

diretStion. Serjeant Fowler^ who preceded the van-guard,

at this time came to me pale, declaring, that the fight of

the mangled bodies had made him extremely fick; and

that he felt himfelf completely difarmed, being that

moment, as it were, rivetted to the ground, without the

power of advancing one fingle ftep, or knowing how to

conceal his tremor : I d— n'd him for a pitiful

fcoundrel, and had only time to order him to the rear.

"''No
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" No force, no firmnefs, the pale coward fliews

:

C H A P>

" He fhifcs his place, his colour comes and goes ;
^^•

" A dropping fweat creeps cold on every part,

*' Againft his bofom beats his quivering heart

:

" Terror and death in his wild eye-balls ftare j

" With chattering teeth he {lands, and ftiff'ning hair,

" And looks a bloodlefs image of defpair." 1

At ten o'clock we met a fmall party of the rebels, with

each a green hamper upon his back ; they fired at us,

dropped their bundles, and taking to their heels ran

back towards their village. Thefe we fince learned were

tranfporting rice to another fettlement for their fubfift-

ence, when they fhould be expelled from Gado-Saby (the

name of this fettlement) which they daily expedted,

fince they had been difcovered by the gallant Captain

Meyland. The green hampers, which they call warimboSy

were very curioufly plaited with the manicole leaves.

And when our men cut them open with their fabres,

there burft forth the moft beautiful clean rice that I ever

faw, which was fcattered and trampled under foot, as

we had no opportunity of carrying it along. A little

after this we perceived an empty flied, where a picquet

had been flationed to give notice of any danger, but they

had precipitately deferted their poft. We now vigoroufly

redoubled our pace till about noon ; when two more muf-

ket fliot were fired at us by another advanced guard of

the enemy, as a fignal to the chief. Bonny, of our ap-

proach. Major Medler and myfelf, with a few of the

. "Vol.. II. P van-
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van-guard, and a fmall party of the rangers, at this time

rulliing forward, foon came to a fine field of rice and

Indian corn : we here made a halt for the other troops,

particularly to give time for our rear to clofe up, feme

of whom were at leaft two miles behind us ; and dur-

ing which period we might have been cut to pieces,

the enemy, unknown to us, having furrounded the field

in which we were, as we were afterwards informed.

In about half an hour the whole body joined us, when

we inftantly proceeded by cutting through a fmall de-

file of the wood, into which we had no fooner entered,

than a heavy fire commenced from every fide, the re-

bels retiring, and we advancing, until we arrived in the

moft beautiful field of ripe rice, in the form of an ob-

long fquare, from which the rebel tozvn appeared at a

diflance, in the form of an amphitheatre, fheltered from

the fun by the foliage of a few lofty tree?, the whole

prefenting a coup - d'cei/ romzntic and enchanting be-

yond conception. In this field the firing was kept up,

like one continued peal of thunder, for above forty mi-

nutes, during which time our black warriors behaved

with wonderful intrepidity and fkill. The white fol-

diers.were too eager, and fired over one another at ran-

dom, yet I could perceive a few of them a6l with the

utmoft coolnefs, and imitate the rangers with great

effeil ; amongft thefe was now the once-daunted Fowler,

who being roufed from his tremor by the firing at the

beginning of the onfet, had rulhed to the front, and fully

re-ertablifl:ied
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re-eftabliilicd his charadter, by fighting like a brave

fellow, by my fide, until the muzzle of his mufket was

fplit by a fhot from the enemy, which rendered it ufe-

lefs ; a ball palTed through my (liirt, and grazed the fkin

of my llioulder ; Mr. Decabanes, my lieutenant, had the

fling of his fufee Ihot away : feveral others were wound-

ed, fome mortally, but I did not, to my furprize, obferve

one inftance of immediate death—for which feeming mi-

racle, however, I fliall prefently account.

This whole field of rice was furrounded and inter-

fperfed by the enemy with the large trunks and roots of

heavy trees, in order to make our approach both diffi-

cult and dangerous; behind thefe temporary fortifications

the rebels lay lurking, and firing upon us with delibe-

rate aim, whilfl their bulwarks certainly proteded them
in fome meafure from the effects of our fire, we hav--

ing vaft numbers of thefe fallen trees to fcramble over'

before we could reach the town : but we ftill advanced, in

defiance of every obftacle, and while I admired the maf-

terly manoeuvres of their general, I could not help pity-

ing them for their fuperftition. One poor fellow, in

particular, trufling to his amulet or charm, fancied him-

felf invulnerable; he mounted frequently upon one of

the trees that lay near us, difcharged his piece, defcended

to re -load, and then with equal confidence and the

greateft deliberation returned to the charge in my full

view; till at laft a Qiot from one of my marines, named

Valet^ broke the bone of his thigh, and he fell crawling

P 2 for
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CHAP, for (belter under the very fame tree which had fupported
XX

. _' . him juft before ; but the foldier inftantly advancing^

and putting the muzzle of his mufket to the rebel's ear,

blew out his brains, while feveral of his countrymen, in-

fpite of their fpells and charms, fhared the fame fate.

Being now about to enter the town, a rebel captain,,

wearing a tarnifhed gold-laced hat, and bearing in his

hand a torch of flaming ftraw, feeing their ruin inevita-

ble, had the refolution to ftay and fet the town on fire

in our prefence, which, by the drynefs of the houfes, in-

ftantly produced a general conflagration, when the filing

from the woods began gradually to ceafe. This- bold and

mafterly manoeuvre not only prevented that carnage to

which the common foldiers in the heat of victory are but

too prone, but alfo afforded the enemy an opportunity of

retreating with their wives and children, and carrying off

their moft ufeful effedts ; whilft our purfuit, and feizing

the fpoil, were at once fruftrated both by the afcending

flames, and the unfathomable marfli, which we foon dif-

covered on all fides to furround us, as in the Maccabees

:

" Behold the ^aitle is before us, and behind us,, and the waler

" of Jordan on this fide, and that fide, and the marjh^, znAforeJly,

" fo that there is no place for us to turn afide."

I muft indeed confefs that within this laft hour the

continued noife of the firing, fliouting, fwearing, and

hallooing of black and white men mixed together;

the groans of the wounded and the dying, all weltering

2 ill
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in blood and in daft ; the flirill found of the negro

horns from every quarter, and the crackUng of the

burning village; to which if we add the clouds of fmoke

that every where furrounded us, the afcending flames,

&c. &c. formed, on the whole, fuch an uncommon fcene

as I cannot defcribe, and would perhaps not have been,

unworthy of the pencil of Hogarth : this fcene I have,

however, faintly endeavoured to reprefent in the fron-

tifpiece-^\v\i&Te I may be feeji^ after the heat of the ac-

tion, fatigued, and dejectedly looking on the body of an

unfortunate rebel nep-o, who, with his muiket in his

hand, lies proftrate at my feet.

In Ihort, having wafhed off the duft, fweat, and blood,

and having refrefhed ourfelves v^ith a dram and a bit of

bread till the flames fubfided, we next went to infpedt

the fmoking ruins ; and found the above town to have

confiffced of about one hundred houfes or huts, fome of

which were two ftories high. Among the glowing aflies

we picked up feveral trifles that had efcaped the flames,^

fuch as fllver fpoons and forks, which we fuppofed, by

the marks BW. to have been pillaged from the Brunjivick

eftate in E.io Cottica. We found alfo fome knives, broken

china and earthen pots ; amongft the latter one filled

with rice and palm-tree worms fell to my fhare : as this

wanted no fire to drefs the contents, and as my appetite

w'as very keen, I emptied it in a few minutes, and made

a very hearty meal. Some were afraid this mefs had been

kft behind with a view to poifon us ; but this fu.fpi-

cion^



no NARRATIVE OF AN
CHAP, cion, proved however, fortunately for me, to be without
XX

'

^^-^-'_y foundation.

V The filver plate I alfo purchafed from the men that

picked it up, determined to carry it off as a trophy, and

I have ufed it ever fuice. Here we likewife found three

ifkulls fixed upon flakes, the mournful relics of fome

of our own brave people, who had been formerly killed
;

but what furprized us moft, were the heads of two

young negroes, which feemed as if frefli cut off, thcfe

we fince learned had been executed during the night of

the 17th, when we heard the hallooing and the firing, for

fpeaking in our favour.

Having buried all thefe remains promifcuoufly in one

pit, we returned to fling our hammocks, under thofe

beautiful and lofty trees which 1 have already mention-

ed ; but here I am forry to add, we found the rangers

fliockingly employed, in playing at bowls with thofe

very heads they had juft chopped off from their enemies;

who, deaf to all remonftrance,

" Rcfiftlefs drove the batter'd Jkulls before,

*' And dafh'd and mangled all the brains with gore."

They related that upon reconnoitring the fkirts of the

furrounding foreft, they had found quantities of human

blood in different places, which had flowed from the

dead and wounded bodies the rebels had carried away

during the action.

To reprimand them for this inhuman diverfion would

have
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have been ufelefs, as tliey aflTured ns it was *' Condre

** faJJ'ee^^'' the cuftom of their country; and con-

cluded the horrid fport by kicking and mangling the

heads, cutting off the lips, cheeks, ears, and nofes ;

they even took out the jaw-bones, which they fmoke-

dried, together with the right hands, to carry home,

as trophies of their vi6lory, to their wives and re-

lations. That this barbarous cuftom prevails amongft

favages is a well-known facSt, which originates from a

motive of infatiable revenge. And though Colonel

Fo.urgeoud might have prevented their inhumanity by

his authority, in my opinion he wifely declined it ; ob-

ferving, that as he could not do it by perfualion, -to do

it by power, might break their native fpirit, and pro-

duce no other effect than alienating them from the fer-

vice, fo neceffary were they to us, though fo favagely

revengeful, and fo bloody.

About three o'clock, whilft we were refting from our

fatigue, we were once more furprifed by an attack from

a party of the enemy ; but after exchanging a few fhots

they were repulfed. This unexpected vifit, however,

put us more upon our guard during the night, fo that no

fires were allowed to be lighted, and double fentinels

were placed around the camp. Thus fituated, being

overcoii:ie by exceffive toil and heat, I after fun-fet

leaped into my hammock, and foon fell faft afleep; but

in lefs than two hours my faithful black boy Quaco

roufed me, in the midft of pitch darknefs, crying,

" Majfera^
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" MaJJlra^ nmfferei! boofee negro, boofee negroV—" Maf-

" ter,, mafter I the enemy, the enemy ! " Hearing, at the

fame moment, a brilk firing, with the balls whiftling

through the branches, I fully concluded that the re-

bels were in the very raidft of our camp. Surprifed,

and not perfectly awake, I fuddenly ftarted up with

my fufee cocked ; and (without knowing where I ran)

firft threw down Quac<5, and next fell down myfelf, over

two or three bodies that lay upon the ground, and which

I imagined to be killed. When one of them, " d—ning

*' me for a fon of a b—ch, told me, if I moved I was a

*' dead man ; Colonel Fourgeoud having ilTued orders

" for the troops to lie flat on their bellies all the night, and

" not to fire, as mofl of their ammunition had been ex-

^' pended the preceding day." I took his advice, and foon.

difcovered him by his voice to be one of our own grena-

diers, named 'fbomjon. In this fituation we lay proflrate

on our arms until fun-rife, during which time a moft abu-

five dialogue was carried on indeed between the rebels and

the rangers, each party curfing and menacing the other

at a very terrible rate ; the former " reproaching the

" rangers as poltroons and traitors to their countrymen,

" and challenging them next day to fingle combat ; fwear-

*' ing they only wiflied to lave their hands in the blood of

" fuch fcoundrels, who had been the principal agents in

" deftroying their flourifliing fettlement." The rangers

« d—n'd the rebels for a parcel of pitiful fkulking raf-

<* cals, whom they would fight one to two in the open

" field,
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** field, if they dared but to fhew their ugly faces ;" fwear-

*< ing they had only deferted their matters becaufe they

<' were too lazy to work." After this they irifulted each

other by a kind of war-whoop, fung vidlorious fongs

on both fides, and founded their horns as fignals of defi-

ance ; when the firing commenced once more from the

rebel negroes, and continued during the night, accom-

panied by their martial voices, at intermifiions refound-

ing through the woods, which echo feemed to anfwer

with redoubled force.

At length poor Fourgeoud took a part in the converfa-

tion, myfelf and Serjeant Fowler ading as his. interpreters,

by hallooing, which created more mirth than I had been

witnefs to for fome time : he promifed them life, liberty,

victuals, drink, and all they wanted. They replied, with a

loud laugh, that they wanted nothing from him ; charac-

terifed him as a half-ftarved Frenchman, who had run

away from his own country ; and affured him that if he

nvould venture to pay them a vifit, he fhould return un-

hurt, and not with an empty belly. They told us, that we

were to be pitied more than they ; that we were white

Jlaves, hired to be Ihot at and ftarved for four-pence a

day; that they fcorned to expend much more of their

powder upon fuch fcarecrows ; but fliould the planters

or overfeers dare to enter- the woods, not a foul of them

ftiould ever return, any more than the perfidious rangers,

fome of whom might depend upon being raaflacred that

Vol. II. Q day,
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day, or the next ; and concluded by declaring that Bonny

fliould foon be the governor of the colony.

After this they tinkled their bill-hooks, fired a volley,

and gave three cheers ; which being anfwered by the

rangers, the clamour ended, and the rebels difperfed with

the rifing fun.

Our fatigue was great; yet, notwithftanding the length

of the contert, our lofs by the enemies fire was very in-

con fiderable, for which I promifed to account ; and this

myftery was now explained, when the furgeons, drelEng

the wounded, extracted very few leaden bullets, but many-

pebbles, coat-buttons, and pieces of filver coin,which could

do us little mifchief, by penetrating fcarcely more than

fkin deep. We alfo obferved, that feveral of the poor rebel

negroes who were fhot, had only the ftiards of Spa-water

cans, inflead of flints, which could feldom do execution

;

and it was certainly owing to thefe circumflances that we

came off fo well, as I have mentioned before ;
yet we

were neverthelefs not without a number of very dan-

gerous fears and contufions.

Inconceivable are the many expedients which thefe

people employ in the woods, where in a flate of tranquil-

lity they feemed, as they boafled, to want for nothing,

being plump and fat, at leafl fuch as we had an oppor-

tunity of obferving. It lliould be noticed, that game and

fjlj they catch in great abundance, by artificial traps and

fprings, and preferve them by barbacuing ; while their

6 fields
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fields are even overftocked with rice, caffava, yams, plan-

tains, Sec. They make/^// from the palm-tree allies, as

the Gentoos do in the Eaft Indies, or frequently fupply the

want of it with red pepper.

We here foand concealed near the trunk of an old tree

a cafe-bottle filled with excellent butter, which the rangers

told me they made by melting and clarifying the fat of the

- palm-tree worms : this fully anfwers all the purpofes of

European butter, and I found it in fadl even more deli-

cious to my tafte. The pijiachio or pinda nuts they alfo

convert into butter, by their oily fubftance, and frequently

ufe them in their broths. The palm-tree wine they have

always in plenty; they procure it by making deep incifions

of a foot fquare in the fallen trunk, where the juice bein^

colle(fted, it foon ferments by the heat of the fun ; it is not

only a cool and agreeable beverage, but fufficiently ftrong

to intoxicate. The manicole or pine-tree affords them

materials for building ; they fabricate pots from clay

found near their dwellings ; the gourd or callebalTe tree

procures them cups ; the filk grafs plant and maurecee-

tree fupplies materials for their hammocks, and even a

kind of cap grows naturally upon the palm-trees, as well

as brooms ; the various kinds of nebee fupply the want

of ropes ; fuel they have for cutting; and a wood called

bee-bee ferves for tinder, by rubbing two pieces on each

other ; it is alfo elaftic, and makes excellent corks ; candles

they can make, having plenty of fat and oil; and the wild

bees afford them wax, as well as excellent honey.

Q 2 Cloaths
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Cloaths they fcorn to wear, preferring to go naked irt

a climate where the warmth of the weather renders every

kind of covering an vifelefs incumbrance..

They might breed hogs and poultry, and keep dogs for

hunting andwatchingthem,but this they decline, from the

apprehenfion of being difeovered by their noife, as even

the crowing of a cock may be heard in the foreft at a con-

fiderable diftance. 1 fhall now once more proceed.

The rebels of this fettlement being apparently fubdued

and difperfed, Colonel Fourgeoud made it his next buli-

nefs to deftroy the furrounding harveft ; and I received

orders to begin the devaftation, with eighty marines and

twenty rangers. Thus I cut down all the rice that was

growing plentifully in the two above-mentioned fields;

this being done, I difeovered a third field fouth of the

firft, which I alfo demoliflied, and made my report to

Fourgeoud, with which he appeared highly fatisfied. In

the afternoon Captain Hamel was detached, with fifty

marines and thirty rangers, to reconnoitre behind the vil-

lage, and to difcover, if poffible, how the rebels could

pafs to and fro through an unfathomable marlli, whilfl

we were unable to purfue them. This officer at length

perceived a kind of floating bridge amongft the reeds,,

made of maurecee-trees, but io conftrudled, that only

one man abreaft could pafs it. On this were feated afiride

a few rebels to defend the communication, who inflantly

fired upon the party, but were foon repulfed by the

rangers, who Ihot one of them dead, but he was carried

av^^ay by his companions.
On
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On the morning of the 22d, our commander ordered a

detachment to crofs the bridge and go on difcovery, at all

hazards. Of this party I led the van. We now took

the pafs without oppofition ; and having all marched, or

rather fcrambled over this defile of floating trees, we
found ourfelves in a large oblong field of caflava and

yams, in which were about thirty houfes, /zow deferted,

being the remains of the old fettlement called Cofaay.. In

this field we feparated into three divifions, the better to

reconnoitre, one marching north, one north-weft, and

the third weft. And here, to our aftonifliment, we dif-

covered that the reafon of the rebels fhouting, finging,

and firing, on the night of the 20th, was not only to cover

the retreat of their friends, by cutting off the pafs, but

by their unremitting noife to prevent us from difcover-

ing that they were employed, men, women, and children,

in preparing warimboes or hampers filled with the fineft

rice, yams, and calTava, for fubfiftence during their ef~

cape, of which they had only left the chaff and refufe

for our contemplation.

This was certainly fuch a mafterly trait of generalfhip

in a favage people, whom we affedled to defpife, as would

have done honour to any European commander, and hns

perhaps been feldom equalled by more civilized nations..

G H A P.
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CHAP. XXI.

Spirited ConduSi of the Rangers and Rebels—A SVtrmiJh—
Scene of Brotherly Affe£iion—'The 'Troops return to Bar-

bacoeba—Plan of the Field of A5lion—A Slave killed by

the Qroocookoo Snake.

XXI.
CHAP. ^^^OLONEL Foiirgeoud, on finding himfelf thus foiled

^-^ by a naked negro, was unable any longer to reftrain

his refentment, and fwore aloud he would purfue Bonny

to the world's end. His ammunition and provilions were

however expended, and if they had not, it would have

been in vain now to think of overtaking the enemy.

—

To the furprize of moft perfons, our hero however per-

fevered in this impradlicable proje6l, and difpatched Cap-

tain Bolts^ with one hundred men and thirty rangers,

befides a number of {laves, to tranfport a quantity of

fliot, and a week's provilions from Barbacoeba, and at

the fame time iffued orders for the troops to fubfift upon

half allowance, defiring the men to fupply the deficiency

by picking rice, peas, and cafTava, and prepare them in the

beft way they could for their fubfiftence, and this was alfo

my lot, as well as moft of the officers; while it was no bad

fcene to fee ten or twenty of us with heavy wooden pef-

tles, like fo many apothecaries, beating the rice in a fpe-

cies of mortars, cut all along in the hard trunk of a le-

velled
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veiled pnrper-heart'tree by the rebel negroes (being the CHAP.

only contrivance ufed by them to feparate the rice from

the hulk) this was however for us a moft laborious buli-

nefs, the fweat running down our bodies as if we had

been bathing, while water was at this time the only be-

verage in the camp.

Among other vegetables we had the good fortune to

find here great quantities of tvild purjlane^ which only

differs from the common, by growing nearer the ground,

the leaves being lefs, and more of a blackifh green ; this

vegetable grows wild in the woods of Guiana, and may
be either eaten as a fallad, or ftewed, without referve,

being not only a cooling and agreeable food, but reck-

oned an excellent antidote againft the fcurvy.

Here were alfo great quantities of gourd or calebajfe

trees, which are very ufeful to the natives of the country.

This tree grows to the height of a common apple-tree,.

with large thick pointed leaves : the gourds it produces

are of different forms and dimenfions, fome being oval,

fome conical, and fome round, growing often to the fize

of ten or twelve inches in diameter ; the fliell is hard

and very fmooth, covered over with a fliining ikin or

epidermis, which becomes brown when the gourd is dry

and fit for ufe : the heart or pulp is a pithy fubftance^

which is eafily extricated by the help of a crooked knife.

The ufes are various to which thefe gourds are applied,

they furnifh bottles, powder-flafks, cups, bafons, and

dilhes \ I feldom travelled without one, which ferved me
as

XXL
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CHAP, as a bafon, plate, 8cc. in the foreft. The negroes ge-

1

^^^'
.

nerally adorn them by carving on the outer fkin many
fantaftical figures, and filling up the vacancies with

chalk-duft, which fometimes has a very pretty effecSl.

The rangers having been out to reconnoitre, returned

on the afternoon of the 23d, and reported that they had

difcovered and dellroyed another field of rice to the N. E.

This pleafed Colonel Fourgeoud very well; but w^hen in

the dufk of the evening I obferved to him, that I faw

feveral armed negroes advancing at a diftance, he turned

pale, exclaiming, " Nous Jommes perdus /" and ordered

the whole camp immediately under arms. In a few'

feconds thefe negroes were near enough to be difcerned,

and we now faw that feveral of them were carried upon

poles, in hammocks. Fourgeoud then faid, " V/e ftill are

** ruined, though not the enemy : 'tis Captain Bolts, beaten

" back, with all his party ;" and this proved literally to

be the fa6t, when that unfortunate officer (having deli-

vered the wounded to the furgeons) made his report,

that having entered the fatal fwamp w^here Captain Mey-

land had been defeated, he was attacked by the enemy

from the oppofite Ihore, who, without hurting a fingle

European, had made a dreadful havock amonglt his

rangtrs; that Captain Falentine, a brave young fellow,

belonging to that corps, whilft founding his horn to ani-

mate his countrymen, had it fliot away, with his pouch

alfo, and was himfelf moft defperately wounded in Jive

^different parts of the body. In this fituation he was met

by
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by his brother, named Captain Avantage, who, upon CHAP,

feeing his mortal condition, a fcene of fuch real fra-
. ,

ternal affection enfued as is feldom to be obferved in a.

civilized country :—kneeling at his fide, and bending

over the mangled Valentine, he fucked the blood and

gore from his fhattered breaft and fides ; then cherifh-

ed him with the manly promife to revenge his

death upon his foes, and the hopes that when he him-

felf was killed he Ihould meet him again in a better

place.

Colonel Fourgeoud now found that the rebels had kept

their promife of maffacring the rangers ; while Captain

Bolts reported that fome had fired upon his party from

the tops of the palm-trees, and then Aiding down with

furprifing agility, difappeared, whilft the rangers were

foaming for revenge on their active adverfaries, and

could hardly be reftrained from an immediate purfuit

through the verdure.

Our mighty leader now found his abfurd fcheme of

purfuing the enemy compleatly fruftrated, and himfelf

in danger of total deftrudtion ; being cut off from every

fupply, and having neither ammunition nor provifions

left in his camp, with very few men, except the fick

and wounded, to defend it. Thus he at laft began moft

ferioufly to confider how to fecure a fafe retreat; to

which he was urged likewife by the general and inceflant

murmurings of the troops, who were not only almoft

Vol. II. R ftarved,
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CHAP, flarved, but indeed dreadfully haraffed by daily fatigues

^^^- and nigbtly watchings

:

" They wandered in the wildernefs in a folkary way, they found

•* no city to dwell in.

*' Hungry and thirfty, their foul fainted within them."

On the 24th, a detachment of one hundred and forty

men, commanded by two field officers, were ftill ordered

to deftroy the fields, and the old fettlement called Cofaay ;.

of this party I had the honour again to be one. We.

foon performed the fervice we were fent upon, and

alfo picked up, out of the marfh, feveral utenfils, fuch

as tea-kettles> iron pots and pans. Sec. that the rebels-

had formerly pillaged from the ellates, and had thrown

into the water to conceal them from us, with an in-

tention,^ no doubt, of returning to fifh them up, as foort.

as we. were gone from Gado-Saby.

Upon the return of the detachment in the afternoon,,

•we Immediately decamped, and began to retreat for Bar-

bacoeba. Here I muft remark in Colonel Fourgeoud

an inftance of bad policy, at leaft, though many have

not hefitated to beflow upon it a harflier epithet. This

evening, upon our return,, when we entered tlie ominous-

fwamp, he fuddenly caught up one of the empty bread-

boxes, and having fluffed a hammock into it, he carried

it before him as a Ihield, crying aloud to his men,.

** Saiive qui peutV'* At this moment a Walloon named

Mattom ftepped up to him, and faid, " Mon Cglonel, but

« few
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^' few can, and I hope fewer ftill will, follow your ex- CHAP.
." ample. Drop your (liield, and do not intimidate your

*' foldiers : one brave man creates others, then follow

** thy Mattow, and fear for nothing." Upon which he

inftantly threw open his bofom, and charging his bay-

onet was the firft that mounted the oppofite beach : this

intrepidity infpired the reft, and they paffed the marfliy

fwamp without oppofitidn; for which adt of heroifni

this private marine was fince made a ferjeant. I fhould

think rayfelf deficient if I did not obferve, that the Wal-

loons in general behaved with great fpirit, and were in

every refped; excellent foldiers. This evening we en-

camped upon the fame ground where we had pafted

the night before the engagement, with exceflive bad

weather and very heavy rain.

Early on the morning of the 25th, we again marched,

and proceeded on our return, having now a beaten path

before us. It will fnffice to fay, that we reached our

place of general rendezvous, Barbacoeba, on the after-

noon of the following day, but in a moft fliocking con-

dition ; the whole of the detachment being moftly

fpent and wore out with fatigue, fome nearly ftarved,

others mortally wounded ; whilft all the flaves were em-
ployed in carrying the iick and lame in their hammocks,

on long poles, though thefe poor wretches were fcarcely

able to fupport themfelves.— Such v»^as the concluding

fcene of the taking of Gado-Saby. However, if during

this expedition we neither captured any of the rebels,

R 2 nor

XXI.
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'CHAP, tlic mode of arranging them during our encampment
ixi

,_ . __'_. in the woods of Guiana, which camps were generally of

a triangular form, as being moft fecure in cafe of a

I
furprize, and the €a(ieft to defend our provifions and

ammunition ; but the Htuation of the ground w^culd not

always permit this, and then we encamped in any form,

fquare, oblong, or circular, Sec.—In the annexed plan,

N* 1. Is the hut or fhed of Colonel Fourgeoud, or

I the commanding officer, in the centre, with a fentinel.

N° 2. The huts of all the other officers, in a fmall

triangle, furrounding that of the commander in chief.

N° 3. The angles of the outer triangle formed by the

huts of the privates in three divifions, viz. the main

body, the van, and the rear guards, with fentinels at

proper diftances, to cover the front of each.

N° 4. Powder-chefts, provifions, and medicines, with

a fentinel.

N* 5. The fires in the rear of each divifion to drefs

the victuals, and round which the negro flaves are lodged

upon the ground.

N* 6. A coppice of manicole-trees to erecSl the huts 01

flieds.

N° 7. A rivulet or creek to provide the troops with

frefti water. And,

N° 8. The furrounding foreft.

I muft now return once more to my narrative, and

obferve, that Barbacoeba, inftead of being in a ftate of

fending provifions to Gado-Saby, as our chief had ex-

I pedted,
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the mode of arranging them during our encampment

in the woods of Guiana, which camps were generally of

a triangular form, as being moft fecure in cafe of a

furprize, and the cafieft to defend our provifions and

ammunition ; but the fituation of the ground would not

always permit this, and then we encamped in any form,

fquare, oblong, or circular. Sec.—In the annexed plan,

N' I. Is the hut or fhed of Colonel Fourgeoud, or

the commanding officer, in the centre, with a feiitinel.

N° 2. Tlie huts of all the other officers, in a fmall

triangle, furrounding that of the commander in chief.

N" 3. The angles of the outer triangle formed by the

huts of the privates in three divilions, v/'z. the main

body, the van, and the rear guards, with fentinels at

proper diftances, to cover the front of each.

N" 4. Powder-chefts, provifions, and medicines, with

a fentinel.

N* 5. The fires in the rear of each divifion to drefs

the victuals, and round which the negro flaves are lodged

upon the ground.

N' 6. A coppice of manicole-trees to eredl the huts 01

flieds.

N° 7. A rivulet or creek to provide the troops with

frefh water. And,

N" 8. The furrounding foreft.

I muft now return once more to my narrative, and

obferve, that Barbacoeba, inftead of being in a ftate of

fending provifions to Gado-Saby, as our chief had ex-

I pedted,
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pedled, it could fcarcely afford daily fubfiftence to his ema- C H A P,

XXI
dated troops on their arrival; who having for many days ^ _

_
' ,

lived on rice, yams,: peas, and Indian corn, were now rnoft

violently attacked by the flux; for although that kind of

nourifliment will keep the Indians and negroes ftrong as

horfes, the Europeans cannot long fubiift without animal

food; which was at this time fo very fcarce, that even

the Jew foldiers of the Society troops devoured fait pork.

as faft as they could catch it..

I neverthelefs continued among the few that Hill were:-

healthy ; which was almoft a miracle, as I had fared

very hard indeed for want of my private ftores, and

which, as was mentioned, I had left at the neighbouring

eftate Mocha: however, expelling leave now to bring

them in perfon from that plantation, I was in good fpi-

rits alfo. But here I was difappointed, by Colonel Four-

geoud's declaring he could not fpare me one moment,

while 1 w^as able to ftand upon my feet. I therefore waited

patiently for an opportunity of fending for them ; in the

mean time fharing with my black boy the fcanty allow-

ance of a private foldier, with the cafual addition of fome

mountain-cabbage, or palm-tree worms, and perhaps a

few warrappa filh.

As for the miferable flaves, they were fo flarved,

that having killed a Coata monkey, they broiled it, with

Jkin, hair, inteftines and all, then tore it to pieces with

their teeth, and devoured it like fo many cannibals, before

it was even, half dreffed. Of this animal they offered me
a limb

:
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C HAP. a limb ; but, hungry as I Was, my ftomach could not re-

, yi J iifli this kind of venifon.

A good conftitution, fterling health and fpirits, now

fupported me, or I muft have funk under the load of mi-

fery and hardlliips, which were at this time become fo

intolerable, that the rangers again forfook the camp

;

and Mr. Vinfack, their condudtor, as brave and a6tive a

man as ever entered the wood, threw up his coramiffion,

as Mr. Mongol had done before, during Colonel Four-

geoud's firft campaign at the Wana.

In the beginning of September, the bloody flux raged

in the camp to fuch a degree, that the colonel faw him-

felf obliged to fend off all the fick ofHcers and privates,

' without exception, not to Paramaribo for recovery in the

grand hofpital that is there, but to linger and die on the

banks of the rivers, where they relieved others to be en-

camped, and undergo a fimilar wretchednefs ; the lick

of his own regiment being difpatched to Magdenburg in

the Tempatee Creek, and thofe of the Society troops to

Vreedenberg in Cottica.

Colonel Fourgeoud's inhumanity to the officers was now

actually become fuch, that he would not even permit thofe

who were paft recovery a marine to attend them, what-

ever price they offered ; fome of whom I have feen ex-

panded between two trees, while the very filth, for want

of afliftance, was dropping through their hammocks.

Of this number was Enfign Straws, who, in this dreadful

iituation, was ordered to be tranfported in an open boat

% to
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to Devil's Harwar, where he died. At length Colonel CHAP.
xxr

Fourgeoud himfelf was feized with this dreadful malady,
^ _ ' ^

and his beloved ptifan provtd to be of no more avail

;

yet' he foon recovered, by the plentiful ufe of claret and

fpices, which he feldom wanted, and which his colleague

Seyburg alfo employed as a prefervative of his health,

though by fwallowing too copious dofes he frequently

loft the ufe of his reafon. In fuch a fituation, and in fuch

a defpicable encampment, our commander in chief had

the vanity to expert a deputation from the court at Para-

maribo, with congratulations on his vidtory : in confe-

quence of which he had built an elegant flied, and fent
^

for Iheep and hogs to entertain them—but the expeded

deputies never yet arrived.

On the 5th, therefore, the hogs and fheep were flaugh-

tered, and, fov the Jirji time in his life, he ordered one

pound per man, bones and all, to be diftributed among

the poor emaciated foldiers : indeed the number able to

partake of this bounty was at prefent very fmall.

On the following day a reinforcement of one hundred

men arrived from Magdenburg, in Comewina; and from

the Society poft Vreedenburg, in Cottica, nearly as many.

Th^fe confirmed the death of Enfign Strows, befides of

a great number of privates, who had aflifted at the tak-

ing of GadoSaby, and who had expired in the boats dur-

ing their removal from Barbacoeba.

Intelligence arrived at the fame time that the defeated

rebels had actually croffed the river Cottica below Patta-

VOL. II. S maca,
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CHAP, maca, intent on immediate mifchief, and that they were

marching to the weftward. In confequence of this in-

formation, a captain and fifty men were immediately

detached, by water, to reconnoitre the banks near the

Pinenburg Creek. This party returned upon the 8th,

and confirmed the intelligence. Our indefatigable chief

now again determined to purfue them ; but the flaves

who were to carry the ammunition and provifions had

been fent home to their matters, nothing but ikin and

bones, to be exchanged for others, not yet arrived, and

to be ftarved in their turn. I fhall therefore relate what

happened the two following days, until the arrival of

thefe unfortunate beajls of burden ; for fo they might

with propriety be called.

On the 9th were fold upon credit, and to the higheft

bidder, the efFe<Sts of the deceafed Enfign Strows, when the

poor foldiers, regardlefs of price, and only wifhing to ob-

tain fome cloaths and refrefhments to keep (in the vulgar

phrafe) foul and body together, actually paid at the rate

of 700 per cent, and this infamous debt was accordingly

Hated in their accounts. I have feen, for inftance, a pri-

vate marine pay five Ihillings for a pound of mouldered

tobacco, that might be worth fix-pence, and double

th^ prime value for a pair of old .ftockings or (hoos.

A fick man paid one guinea for a couple of meajre

chickens; and for a broken bottle-cafe to hold his lumber,

another pad a fimilar fum. Thus were thefe poor dying

half-ttarved wretches deprived of the little property they

had
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had earned at the expence of their blood and fweat, while c H A P,

this miferable neceffity might have been eafily prevented .

^^^'
..

by only fupplying them with what was their due. A
private marine, of the name of Sem, at this time, fwore^

in the heat of his refentment, that he would certainly

Ihoot Fourgeovid, whenever he had an opportunity;

which being overheard, upon condition of repentance,

I bribed the evidence not to inform againft him, and fo

literally faved this poor ralh fellow from dying on the-

gallows.

Fortunately, all the world did not poflefs this chief-

tain's infenfibility, for this day the good Mrs. Godefroy

once more fent up a flat-bottomed barge, with a fat ox,

oranges, and plantains for the private foldiers, which

was accordingly diftributed amongft them. The fanje

evening a fmall fupply of provifions alfo arrived for me,

from Joanna, with a few bottles of port wine; and though

part was ftolen, and part was damaged by the way, it

made me very happy, and I gave nothing to Fourgeoud.

When we fpeak of provifions in the woods, we only

mean fugar, tea, coffee, Bofton bifcuit, cheefe, rum,

ham, or a keg of faufages, fince little elfe can be carried

through the foreft by a fingle flave, and we were now

allowed no more. Shirts, fhoes, and itockings were alfo •

ufually accounted among the necelTaries, but the lafl: two

articles I did not ufe, being accuftomed to walk bare-

footed, which I had now pra6tifed for more than two

years, and with great advantage to my limbs, when I

S a compared
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XXI.

. - -_r <^f ^y ghaftly-looking companions.

On the 1 2th, the frefli fupply of flaves being arrived,

the neceflary preparations were made to purfue the

rebels the next day, dire(5ting our firft courfe towards the

fpot formerly called Jerufalem, mentioned in 1773, when

I commanded the fatal expedition in Upper Gottica ; and

on the 13th, the baggage and provi (ions being fent before

us by water to Jerufalem, efcorted by the fick officers

and privates, we at laft decamped to follow them, and

bidding a final farewell to Barbacoeba, re-entered the

woods, marching S. and S. E. the whole day, then palTed

the night on the oppofite bank of the Caffiporee Creek,

where we encamped.

Nothing could be more diabolically cruel, than the

perfecution of the new Haves during this march; not

only overloaded and ftarved, but beat like mules or

affes by every ill-tempered individual—for inftance, I

faw Fourgeoud's black favourite, Goufary, knock down a

poor negro flave for not taking "up his load—and the

chief himfelf knock him down for taking it up toofoon ;

when the wretch, not knowing what to do, exclaimed, in

hopes of pity, " O majfera Jejus Chrijiusl''^ and was adtually

• knocked down a third time by an enthufiaft, for daring

to utter a name with which he was io little acquainted.

During the laft day's march, a large drove of Wane
hogs or wild boars broke through our line ; feveral of

them were cut down by our fabres, and llabbed with

the
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the bayonets, the men having orders from the com- CHAP,
mander in chief not to fire at any game whatever.

. _' ,

The animals that were killed were cut in pieces, and dif-

tributed among the troops, which proved, though fmall,

a very feafonable dainty. It is certainly very remarkable,

that if the firft wild boar or leader palTes through any

danger, all the others ftupidly follow, in hopes of a .

limilar efcape, which on the contrary, as I have faid, fre-

quently proves the caufe of their deftruilion.

On the 14th we marched S.W. till about noon, and

arrived at Jerufalem, which the van had reached about

an hour before us, all thoroughly foaked with mud and

heavy rains, and feveral men unhappily with ruptures

in the groin, by falling over the roots of trees, large

ftones, &c. Here juft arrived, we found again, to my
aftonilhment, the identical Mr. Finfacky with one hun-

dred frelh rangers : he had heard, it feeras, of the

rebels paffing Upper Cottica, and had been prevailed

upon to refume his command by the governor; thus

he now once more offered his fervice to Colonel Four-

geoud, who was very happy indeed to accept it.

Here, ourcamp being moftly overgrown with long coarfe

grafs, one of the flaves was unfortunately bitten in the

foot by a fmall ferpent, called in Surinam the * Oroo-

cookoq fnake, from its colour, which rcfembks an owl.

* This, I apprehend, is the fnake killed a negro in lefs than five minutes

which Dr. Bancroft calls the fmall La- when he was at Demerara,

bora, and which he mentions as having
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t^ '_f he was feized with excruciating pains, and foon fell into

convullions. One of his companions, having killed the

fnake, made the patient drink its gall, mixed with half a

glafs of fpirits, which I gave him. He feemed now (per-

haps from imagination) to bear his misfortune better

;

but the fits foon returned with increafing violence, and

he was inftantly fent to his mafter's plantation, where he

expired. That the gall of adders, externally applied,

is efficacious, I have often heard. In the Grand Maga-

zine for April 1758, may be feen a letter, ligned J. H.

and dated 24th March, which treats fyftematically of the

application of gall. But thefe inveftigations I muft leave

to the learned of the medical profeffion ; and only ob-

ferve, in general, that the fmaller the fnake, at leaft in

Guiana, the more fatal the poifon ; as is juftly and beau-

. tifully obferved by Thomfon :

But ftill more direful he

" The fmall, clofe-lurking minifter of fate,

«* Whofe high concofted venom through the veins

** A rapid lightning darts, arrefting fwift

" The vital current.".

In this graffy wildernefs one of the rangers alfo killed

a fnake, called the whip-fnake, from its refemblance to

that inftrument ; it was about five feet long, and not very

much thicker than a fwan's quill; the belly white, and

the back a lead colour: concerning its bite, I can fay

nothing.
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nothing. I was informed by the negroes, but I,.cannot chap.
XXI

fpeak from my own obfervation, that it has the power . 'j

of giving a very fevere ftroke with its tail, like the lafh

of a whip, which it fo much refembles.

I muft alfo notice an amphibious animal which fome

of the negroes killed this evening, called by them the

Cabiaii it is a fpecies of water hog, and about the or-

dinary fize of the land animal which goes lender

that name ; it is covered with grey briftles, and armed

with a number of very ftrong teeth ; it has no tail ; on

each foot it has three toes, webbed like thoffe of a duck*

This animal, it is faid, goes afhore only during the night,

where it feeds on young *grafs, and other vegetables,

I have been told it is good food, but never tafted it

myfelf.

On the i6th, having refted one day at this place, Colonel

Fourgeoud detached two flrong parties to reconnoitre,

<viz. Lieutenant Colonel de Borgnes, with 100 men, was

fent to the Wana Creek in Upper Cormoetibo ; and Co-

lonel Seyburg, with an equal number, was ordered to

the Creek Pinenburg, in Upper Cottica. The latter re-

turned about midnight with two canoes, which he had
found hauled alliore, on the oppofite fide of the river, a

little below the mouth of the Claas Creek. This con-

vinced us that the rebels were goneweftward to plunder,

and had brought their empty canoes down the Claas

Creek, from the rice country, in order to fend them
back loaded with booty from the eflates they intended to

2- pillage.
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^^^' the proper preparations were immediately made to pur-

fue them with alacrity. Never did the old warrior dif-

play more vigour than on this occafion, fwearing aloud

that he now would be revenged of them all, coute qui

coute.

" Though they dig into hell, thence fliall mine hand take

*< them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring

** them down."

But how far his generalfhip on this occafion proved to

be a match for that of Bonny, I muft beg leave to re-

ferve for the fucceeding chapter.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXII,

Alarm in the Ftriea River—A Detachment marches to its

Relief—Ambujcade—Wonderful EffeSl from the Biting of

a Bat—Scene in a 'iluagmire—Sketch of the Inquijition

and Return of the 'troops to Cormoetibo Creek.

ON the morning of the 19th of September 1775, juft chap.

before fun-rife, Colonel Seyburg marched with ^^^^•

one hundred marines and forty rangers, who did me the

honour to fix upon me as one of the party, and was upon

the whole fo polite, and his behaviour fo contrary to what

it had lately been, that I knew not at all in what manner

to account for it.

Having croffed the Cormoetibo Creek, we^kept courfe

S. W. and by S. till we approached the river Cottica,

where we encamped, having met with nothing on our

firft day's march worth defcribing, except a fpecies of

ants^ which were no lefs than one inch in length, and

perfectly black. Thefe infedts pillage a tree of all its

leaves in a fliort time, which they cut in fmall pieces the

fize of a fix-pence, and carry under-ground. It was in-

deed entertaining to fee a whole army of thefe creatures

crawling perpetually the fame way, each with his green-

leaf in a perpendicular dire<5lion. So general is the pro-

penfity to the marvellous, that fome have imagined that

Vol. II. T this
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CHAP, this devaftation was to feed a blind ferpent under ground

:

^'
^^' but the truth is, that it ferves for nourifhment to their

young brood, who cannot help themfelves, and are fome-

times lodged to the depth of eight feet in the earth.

Madam Merian fays, they form themfelves in chains from

one branch to another, while all the others pafs over

thefe temporary bridges ; and that once a year thefe for-

midable armies travel from houfe to houfe, killing all the

vermin, Sec. that comes in their way ; neither of which

fa(5ts ever came within the limits of my obfervation : but

that they can bite confoundedly I have found by expe-

rience, though their attack is not nearly fo painful as the

bite of that diminutive infedt the fire-ant already de-

fcribed.

The following day we proceeded along the banks of the

river Cottica, till we came near the Claas Creek, (where

I formerly fwam acrofs with my fabre in my teeth) and

early flung our hammocks ; from whence 1 was detached,

with a few rangers, to lay in ambufcade in the mouth of

the creek till it was dark. Here, however, I difcovered

nothing, except that the rangers were poffeffed of the

fame fuperftition as the rebels, with regard to their amu-

lets or odias making them invulnerable. They told me

that the latter mentioned procured them from their prieft,

and that they themfelves bought theirs from Graman

^acy, a celebrated and cunning old negro, whom I fliall

in a proper place circumftantially defcribe.— When I

afked them, " How came any of you, or of your invul-

**• nerable
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" nerable adverfaries, to be fhot ?" I was anfwered, " Be- chap.
" caufe, like you, Maffera, they had rio faith in the amu-

" let or obia.'''' This piece of policy in Mr. Qwacy, how-

ever, had the efFe<9: of making all his free countrymen fo

undauntedly brave, that I muft confefs their valour had

often furprized me. However, this impofition, as (hall

be Ihewn hereafter, befides refpe(5l and veneration, pro-

cured this devder in magic conliderable both eafe and

wealth, which for a black man in Surinam was indeed

not very common.

In the mouth of this creek I again faw a quantity of

nuts floating on the furface of the water, fuch as I have

before mentioned, when I was informed that they were

the real acajoiv or cqfhew nuts, which I have partly de-

fcribed : to which I fhall now add, that they grow on the

edge of a pulpy fubftance like a very large pear, which is

produced on a middle-fized tree, with a grey bark and

large thick leaves. This excellent nut will bear to be tranf-

ported to any part of the globe, and keep good for a con-

fiderable time; it is by fome called the Anacardium Occi-

dentalis. From the tree exudes a tranfparent gum, which

when diflblved in water has the confiftency of glue.

I alio tafted here the eta-tree apple, of which the

negroes feemed extremely fond. This tree is of the

palm kind, with large leaves, but is lefs in fize than the

maurecee or the mountain cabbage-tree. The fruit or

apples are round, and grow in large clufters refembling

grape-fhot. In the middle of each apple is a hard nut, in

T a which
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^___^_J__j thick with an orange -coloured pulp, that has a moft

agreeable acid tafte. They are feldom ufed till the apples

by ripenefs drop from the tree, when the Indians fteep

them in water, and by maceration convert them into a

moft healthy and agreeable beverage.

An exprefs on the 21ft arriving by water from Co-

lonel Fourgeoud, informing us that the alarm-guns* had

been fired in the river Pirica, we inftantly croffed to the

oppofite or weft Ihore of the river Cottica, where the

rangers, with a party of marines, were again ordered to

lie in ambufcade or under cover, in hopes of cutting off

the rebels on their retreat, when they returned to crofs

the Cottica river with their booty. And this very after-

noon a rebel negro was feen with a green hamper, who,

ftartled by the fmell of tobacco (for fome of the rangers

were fmoking) ftopt (liort of his own accord. He was

inltantly fired at by me and one ranger: when the wa-

rimbo or hamper dropped to the ground, but he himfelf

efcaped. This bundle we found fluffed with a dozen of

the fineft table linen, a cocked gold-laced hat, and a cou-

ple of fuperb India chintz petticoats. Sec. the bulk of

which I gave to my black companion, referving only the

chintzes for another friend at Paramaribo.

The free negroes now ruftiing forwards with unre-

• By this is meant minute-guns, which neighbouring plantations, foon alarm the

are fired on the eftates when in danger, whole river, and bring afliftance from

Thefe, being regularly anfwered by the every quarter.

ftrained
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flrained valour, I afked Colonel Seyburg liberty to follow CHAP,
them ; and calling for volunteers, a great number prefented _'

,

themfelves, which, however, the Colonel thought proper

to reduce to four only-, with whom he fent me off; and

having fcrambled through thorns and briars woven to-

gether like a net or a mat, which tore one of my thighs

in a terrible manner, I overtook them at oi.e mile's dif-

tance from the camp : fhortly after we difcovered thirteen

frefli huts, where the rebels, we conjectured, had flept but

a few nights before. In confequence of this, I now dif-

patched a ranger back to Colonel Seyburg to give him in-

telligence, and afk permiffion for the rangers and myfelf

to march forward to Pirica without delay, in hopes to meet

the enemy : but the anfwer was a peremptory order in-

ftantly to rejoin him with all hands. We now returned

difgufted back to the camp; my fable companions in par-

ticular extremely difcontented, and making many Jljrewd

and Jarcajlic remarks.

Here we found a reinforcement juft arrived from Je-

rufalem, confifting of fixty men, black and white, with

pofitive orders for us to break up and march early the

next morning for Pirica River, while this whole night

a ftrong party lay once more in ambulh.

Accordingly at fix o'clock, with the rifing-fun, all was

in readinefs, but by fome unaccountable delay it was very

late before we left the camp; during which time we
were informed that a canoe was feen croffing the river

with one fingle negro in it, who was no doubt the poor

fellow



142 NARRATIVEOFAN
CHAP, fellow at whom the ranger and I had fired the preceding

JQOI^ day.

I cannot here forbear relating a Angular circumftancc

refpedting myfelf, viz. that on waking about four o'clock

this morning in my hammock, I was extremely alarmed

at finding myfelf weltering in congealed blood, and with-

out feeling any pain whatever. Having ftarted up, and

run for the furgeon, with a fire-brand in one hand, and

all over befmeared with gore ; to which if added my pale

face, fliort hair, and tattered apparel, he might well afic

. the queftion,

*' Be thou a fpirit of health or goblin damn'd,

" Bring with thee airs of Heav'n or blafts from Hell!"

The myftery however was, that I had been bitten by the

vampire ox fpe&re of Guiana, which is alfo called the

Jlying-dog of New Spain, and by the Spaniards perrO'

volador ; this is no other than a bat of a monftrous fize,

that fucks the blood from men and cattle when they are

fall afleep, even fometimes till they die ; and as the man-

ner in which they proceed is truly wonderful, I fliall

endeavour to give a diftin6t account of it.—Knowing by

inftindt that the perfon they intend to attack is in a found

flumber, they generally alight near the feet, where while

the creature continues fanning with his enormous wings,

which keeps one cool, he bites a piece out of the tip of

the great toe, fo very fmall indeed that the head of a pin

could fcarcely be received into the wound, which is confe-

quently
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quently not painful; yet through this orifice he conti- CHAP,
nues to fuck the blood, until he is obliged to difgorge. He ^^^^'

then begins again, and thus continues fucking and dif-

gorging till he is fcarcely able to fly, and the fufFerer has

often been known to fleep from time into eternity. Cat-

tle they generally bite in the ear, but always in fuch

places where the blood flows fpontaneoufly, perhaps in

an artery—but this is entering rather on the province of

the medical faculty. Having applied tobacco-aflies as

the heft remedy, and waflied the gore from myfelf and

from my hammock, I obferved feveral fmall heaps of

congealed blood all round the place where I had lain,

upon the ground : upon examining which, the furgeon

judged that I had loft at leaft twelve or fourteen ounces

during the night.

As I have fince had an opportunity of killing one of

thefe bat-s, I cut off his head, which I here prefent to the

reader in its natural lize, and as a great curiofity, with

the whole figure flying above it on a fmaller fcale. Hav-

ing meafured this creature, I found it to be between the

tips of the wings thirty-two inches and a half ; it is faid

that fome are above three feet, though nothing like in

fize to the bats of Madagafcar. The colour was a dark

brown, nearly black, but lighter under the belly. Its

afpedt was truly hideous upon the whole, but particularly

the head, which has an eredl fhining membrane above

the nofe, terminating in a fhrivelled point : the ears are

long, rounded, and tranfparent : the cutting teeth were

four above and fix below. I faw no tail, but a fkin, in

* the
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CHAP, the middle of which was a tendon. It had four toes

on each wing, with (harp nails divided like the web-

foot of a duck * ; and on the extremity of each pi-

nion, where the toes are joined, was a nail or claw to

aflift it in crawling, like thofe of its hinder feet, by

which it hangs fufpended when afleep to trees, rocks,

roofs, &c.

One of the marines having this morning taken a mu-

rine or nioufe oppoj/iim, I fhall alfo take the opportunity

of defcribing it, and prefent it to the reader as I defigned

it from the life. This animal differs widely in fome par-

ticulars from the defcription of the Count de Buffon :—
For inftance, it was much fwifter than any of the oppof-

fums that \\e fpeaks of, and had the whole tail covered

over with hair inftead of fcales, to the beft of my remem-

brance ; if, however, my light deceived me, I am not the

only erroneous writer on the fubje(Sl of this animal.

Linncms, Seba, and Mr. Formeer, with the laft of whom
I am acquainted, confider it as common to both the old

and new continent ; whereas all its fpecies are moft affiir-

edly inhabitants of America only. Linnceus is alfo mif-

taken when he aflerts, that all bats have four cutting teeth

in each jaw.

—

(See Buffon, Vol. V. page 282.)

This murine oppofTum was not more than the fize of

a very large moufe. It was perfedly black, except the

belly, the feet, and the extremity of the tail, which were

all buff-coloured, with a buff fpot above each eye, which

* In Vol. IV. plate the 83d, by the Count dc BufFon, a bat is rcprcfented

vidth only three toes on each wing.

rcfembled
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tefembled thofe of a rat : the ears were long, roundeci, chap.
and tranfparent : its toes were twenty in number, one xxii.

on each foot being placed behind, and ferving as a thumb.

It had ten or twelve paps, to which the young ones ftick

fail, it is faid, as foon as produced, when they are not

larger than fmall beetles ; but it wanted that pouch

which is common to all other oppoITums ; in place of

this there were two longitudinal folds on the infide of

each thigh, equally adapted to preferve its offspring from

every injury, which no tortures whatever, not even nre,

will make it forfake. I have only to add, that it bur-

rows in the ground, and often climbs trees ; but it feeds

like a moufe on grain, fruits, and roots. Of the other

fpecies 1 fliall defer the defcription till chance affords mo
an opportunity.

Madam Merion mentions one kind of them, which, in

time of danger, carries its young ones upon its back:

but this animal, I confefs, I nev^er heard of in Surinam,

and am perfuaded of its non-exiftence.

I have already ftated that, from fome unaccountable

delay, it was very late this morning before we left the

camp; we, neverthclefs, all darted at laft; I having the

van-guard with the rangers, and the poor marines loaded

each man with nine, days provifions on his back. In

this condition we had not proceeded long, when one
of the rangers founding his horn, they fpread, and I

among them, all inftantly falling flat upon the ground,

with our firelocks cocked, and ready to engage ; but this.

Vol. II. U however.



146 NARRATIVE OF AN
CHAP, however, proving to be a falfe alarm, by a Hag rufhing
xxii.

Q^^j. through the foliage, we foon rofe, and after marching

the whole day through water and mire, at three in the

afternoon encamped on a high ridge, where not a drop

of water was to be found till we had dug a hole for that

purpofe, and this was fo very thick and muddy, that we

were obliged to ftrain it through our neckcloths or fliirt-

lleeves before we could drink it. Here I was once more

accofted by the Lieutenant Colonel, who invited me tQ

fome fupper in his hut, and treated me upon the whole

with fuch very great civility as I could not account for

after his former behaviour.

On the fucceeding day we marched again, keeping

courfe W. and N. W. with very heavy rain, while I

had the rear-guard ; and once more entered on a quag-

mire, which coft me three hours time to bring up the

rear to the beach, this march being particularly diftref-

fmg, as the negro flaves, with their burdens, broke

through the furface every moment, while the loaded

marines had enough to do to mind themfelves, and I

too weak by my late lofs of blood to afford them any af-

fiftance whatever. At laft, approaching the beach, I per-

ceived the dead bodies of feveral rebel negroes fcattered

on the ground, with their heads and right-hands chopped

off. Thefe bodies being frefli, induced me to conclude,

that they muft have been very lately killed, in fome en-

gagement with the troops and rangers ftationed on the

Pirica river.—And here I muft again remark, that had I

been
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been allowed to purfue, on the 21ft, with the rangers, chap.
XXIIwhen I was ordered to march back, the enemy would

, - j
have been between two fires ; in which cafe few could

have efcaped, and all the plundered fpoil muft have been

re-taken. The reader will probably recollect a limilar

inftance v\'hich occurred two years before, when I was

ftationed at Devil's Harwar. Had I at that time been pro-

vided with men and ammunition to march, I might have

rendered the colony a material fervice. Thefe two capital

blunders I am forry to relate, but a regard to truth and

impartiality obliges me to do it. Let not thefe remarks,

however, fix a fl:igma of cruelty on me in the eyes of the

world, fince no man could more flirongly feel at the

fight of fuch manly youths ftretched dead among the

furrounding foliage ; and finer bodies than two of them
were in particular I never beheld in all my life.

" So two young mountain lions, nurs'd with blood,

" In deep receffes of the gloonny wood,
''

" Riifli fearlefs to the plains, and uncontroul'd

*' Depopulate the flails, and wafte the fold ;

" Till pierc'd at diftance from their native den,

« O'erpower'd they fall beneath the force of men -,

" Proftrate on earth their beauteous bodies lay,

" Like mountain firs, as tall and ftraight as they."

While my mind was engaged by thefe and fimilar

remarks, many of my loaded flaves ftill remained en-
tangled and ftruggling in the quagmire, while the com-

U 2 manding
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manding oflicer, with all the other troops, having got on

a dry ridge, were quite out of fight and out of hearing,

by which feparation the rear-gnard not only ran the ha-

zard of loling all the provifions and the baggage, but of

being cut to i)ieces, fuch was their critical fituation.

Having not a fingle European that had fuflicient ftrength

remaining to overtake the party which had proceeded, I

refigned the command to my lieutenant, a Mr. cJe Lof-

rios, and ventured forward alone through the foreft, till,

greatly fatigued, I overtook them ; when reporting the

fituation of the rear-guard to Colonel Seyburg, I re-

quefted " he would flacken his pace till they were able to

*' extricate themfelves and come up from the bog, with-

" out which I could not be accountable for the confe-

«' quences." To this the reply was, " That he would

" form his camp when he met with good water ;" and

I inftantly returned to the rear, where having ftruggled

until it was quite dark in a moft diftreffed and dangerous

fituation, the laft man was dragged out of the mud at

feven o'clock at night, when we {lowly proceeded on till

Ave entered the camp. *

My folicitude for the people, powder, and provifions, in-

rtead of procuring me commendation from the perfon

under whofe command I then happened to be, and who

had lately been fo very polite, brought me now into fuch

difficulties, and produced a mifunderftanding of fuch a

ferious nature, and fo very dillrefling to my feelings, that

it had nearly terminated my exiftence. The reader may

judge
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judge of my mortification, when I inform him, that, in-

ftead of receiving the aj'vprobntion of my commander, as I

certainly deferved, I was immediately on my arrival in

camp put under an arreft, to be tried by a court-martial

for difobedience of orders. Colonel Seyburg and I had

never been on amicable terms; and though, during the

former part of this march, he had treated me with appa-

rent civility, yet from this ftep it was evident that he was

my mortal enemy. I muft not omit, that though a pri-

foner (Tcrange to tell !) I was ordered to carry my own
arms and accoutrements, till further orders.

On the 24th, we took our departure very early, and di-

re6led our courfe S. and S. by W. when we palTed clofe

by Pinenburg, a forfaken rebel village formerly men-

tioned—I Hill a prifoner, in the moft dejedled fpirits.

On the following day our courfe was S. W. through a

matakey or trumpeter morafs, which was very deep, and

which we entered when we were all in a violent fwcat

by advancing too fall while upon the hard ground : but

the health of our men was not made an objecSl during

this expedition, though fo much wanted to fuccced.

Having got again upon a ridge, an accident had now
nearly befallen me incomparably greater than all my for-

mer misfortunes put together; this w^as no lefs than, hav-

ing fallen into a deep reverie, while I followed the rear-

guard, 1 imperceptibly wandered av;ay from the troops, till

I was entirely loll and by myfelf in an unbounded wilder-

nefs. Quaco no fooner had miffed me, than, poor fellow, at

everv
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c fi A P. every hazard he ruflied through the v»-ood to recover
XXII •

,.,_1_^J__, his mafter, and by a miracle faw rae as I was fitting

Tinder a tree, in the moft dejeded ftate of mind that it

is poflible to conceive, immerfed in grief and abandoned

to defpair. I had this morning thought myfelf perfe<Slly

unhappy, but now would have given the world once more

to have been in the fame fituation. Good God ! entirely

cut off from fociety, in a foreft, furrounded by relentlefs

favages ! while a deluge of rain poured from the heavens,

and tigers, famine, with every woe and every danger,

flared me in the face. Farewell, for ever Joanna !—Such

was the pidure of my mind, when on difcovering the

boy, I ftarted up from the ground, and a new life in-

ftantly difFufed itfelf through my whole frame. Having

now ftraggled backwards and forwards together for

fome time, I called to the lad that I faw a pool through

which the troops feemed to have pafled, the water being

frefli clouded with mud ; but to my utter difappoint-

ment, he obferved, that this puddle was only occalioned

by a Tapira*, and fliewed me the print of the animal's

foot in the furrounding mire. At this time the boy

Ihed tears, crying, " Maffera^we deade^ ive deade! " In the

midft, however, of this diftrefs, recolledting that, by the

map, the river Pirica was due weft from us, I determined

to lofe no more time, but to fet forwards without delay.

Thus having frefh primed my fuzee, I ordered Quaco to

* By fome called the Hippopotamus of South America, which I will defcribc in a

proper place.

follow
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follow me ; but again to no purpofe, my compafs being

with the troops, and not a glimpfe of funfliine, owing to

the heavy rain ; till the black boy put me in mind that

on the fouth fide the bark of the trees was ufually moft

fmooth. This in fa6t was a fortunate hint, and we pro-

ceeded through thick and thin, till, overcome by fatigue

and hunger, we both fat down, and looked at each other,

exa6lly like two vi6lims doomed to execution. During

this laft mournful filence, we heard a found like cough-

ing and the ruftling of arms, which, thank Heaven ! foon

proved to be our own troops, luckily for us refting near

an old encampment, where the purfuing party from the

river Pirica had lately lodged. At this moment, notwith-

llanding my prefent fituation, I enjoyed an extraordinary

degree of mental happinefs ; which proves how much all

good and evil are only of a relative nature. Having now
been heartily welcomed by the other officers, I partook

of fome cold beef and bread, and a gourd full of grog, as

did alfo my poor boy. After this regale the party rofe,

and purfuuig our march, we once more entered a quag-

mire, or rather a mud-pool, the furface being too thin to

carry us ; through which having waded till it was pitch

dark, we were obliged to encamp in the very middle of

it, the troops by flinging their hammocks in the trees,

one above another, and the flaves on temporary rafts made
above the furface of the water, on which were alfo placed

the powder, the victuals, &;c.

On the 26th, the good Colonel having now drank his

coffee
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CHAP, coffee in his hammock, while he kept the troops flanding
XXII

^ '^ round it in water above their middle, a whole hour be-

fore day -light, we again fcrambled forward, keeping our

courfe, firft W. and afterwards N. W. when the road

was fo exceffively bad, that many Haves let fall their

burdens, bteaking, v^^etting, and fpoiling every thing that

was in them. At laft, having pafTed through a fecond

<leferted camp, we halted on the old cordon^ or path of

communication on which I formerly difcovered the track

of the rebels, \\ hen I commanded in Cottica river; and

here, having ered:ed flight llieds, we paflcd the night

—

1 fcill a piifoner.

At this time a fmall quadruped running through the

camp with incredible fwiftnefs, it was cut down by one

of the rangers with his fabre. This provetl to be the

Vaca or Spotted Cavey^ called in Siu'inam the Aquatic

Hare. This animal is the fize of a fucking pig, and ex-

tremely fat. The under jaw is fliort, the noftrils large,

the eyes black, and the ears fmall and naked. It has

five toes on each foot, a tail like the firft joint of a man's

thumb, and whifliers like a cat ; the colour is an earthen

brown, with longit\idinal rov/s of bulf-coloiired fpots; the

belly is a dirty white, the hair all iwer coarfe and fliort.

The Paca is an amphibious animal. On land it digs up

the earth like a hog in queft of food, and when in danger

flies to the water for its flifety ; notwithrtanding this

animal is fo very plump and heavy, it runs f\\ ifter than

moft other anin^als of its fize in South America, con-

trary to the account given of it in the iupplement to

the
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the Count de BufFon's defcription*, where it is faid " not c H A'P.

** to be nimble, to run but feldom, and then with a bad
. ^^l^'

,

i

« grace ;" which may all be the cafe in a domeftic ftate (for

the Paca is capable of being tamed) but he is not fluggifh

in a llate of nature. This I know to be true, having

feen him run like a hare. We had this animal dreffed

for fupper, and found him even more delicious than the

wood-rat, or even the warra-bofena : indeed, nothing can

be better eating than the Paca or fpotted Cavy.

The iong-nofed Cavy^ better known by the name of the

Agouti Pacarara, or Indian Coney, is alfo very common in

Surinam : this is the fize of a large rabbit, its colour is an

orange brown, the belly yellow ; the legs black and flen-

der, with four toes on the fore-feet, and three on the

hindermoft ; the ears fmall, the eyes a bright black, the

upper lip divided ; it has whilkers, and its tail is like

that of the Paca. This animal breeds very fall, and fuckles

its young, which are three or four in number, in con-

cealed holes of old trees, &c. where it alfo retires for fhel-

ter if purfued ; but it does not feek its food in the earth,

!ike the former. The Agouti is eafily tamed, and feeds

on fruits, roots, nuts, &c. But its flefli, though very

good, is not fo delicious as that of the Paca.

In Surinam I have been told there is ftill anotherTpecies

of the Agouti, called the Indian Rat-Coney^ on account of

its having a long tail. This I never faw, unlefs it is the

* See Buffon's Natural Hiftory, Vol. V. page 39,

Vol, II.
' X fame
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c H A P. fame animal (which I apprehend it to be) that I have

t_ .
defcribed under the name of the bufh-rat.

On the 27th we again broke up, and finally arrived in

the forenoon, and in a forlorn condition, at the eftate

Soribo, on the river Pirica, to defend the plantations

againft Bonny and his rebel negroes.

The river Pirica by its many windings is thought to

extend about three-fcore miles. It is very deep but nar-

row, and has its banks, like all the others, lined with fine

coffee and fugar plantations ; its general courfe is from

S. E. to N. W. We were fcarcely arrived at this poft, than.

I was accolVed by feveral deputies from Colonel Seyburg,,

who earneflly intreated that I would only acknowledge

myfelf to have been in fault, afRiring me that I fhould

then be fet at liberty, and all would be forgotten. As I

was confcious, however, of my own innocence, I could

not in common juftice criminate myfelf in an inflance,

where even my alledged crime amounted to no more than,

an anxious folicitude for the poor men and the provifions

Avho were entrufted to my care. I was, therefore, placed

under the guard of a fentinel, for what my commander

was pleafed to term unpliant ftubbornnefs, a7id difarjtied.-

In the mean time the marines caufed me frelli uneafi-

nefs, and of the mofl poignant kind> by loudly threat-

ening to mutiny in my behalf ; nor could any thing have

prevented them, but my decifive declaration, that as no

;
caufe could juflify military difobedience and rebellion, I

ftiould be \mder the neceflity myfelf (however injurious

to
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to my feelings) of taking an adlive part againft them, and CHAP,

feeing the ringleaders brought to condign punifliment. ^___^_lj

I felt that at this time I could war with all the world, and

nearly with myfelf—my heart was breaking apace—my
life became a burden :

" Dependants, friends, relations, love himfelf,

" Savag'd by -woe, forget the tender tie,

The day after our arrival in this ftation, we received

the particulars of the Pirica news, which were, that on

the 20th the eftates Scboonhove and Altona had been pil-

laged by the rebels whom we had routed at Gado-Saby,

but that at the plantation Poehjoyk they had been beaten

back by the flaves : that the rangers ftationed at an eftate

called Hagenbos had purfued them on the 21ft, over-

taken them on the 23d, killed feveral, and brought back

moft of the booty : that on the fame day another party

of the rebels had made an attempt to feize the powder

magazine at Hagenbos (which was no bad plan) but that

(while the rangers were in purfuit of their affociates)

they had been repulfed by the manly behaviour of a few

armed flaves, one of whom, belonging to the eftate 7/-

motibo, took an armed rebel himfelf, and next difcovered

their camp at the back of his mafter's plantations; for

which he was handfomely rewarded. From all which

intelligence, there was now no doubt remaining that

if Seyburg's detached party on the i6th had marched

X % forwards
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C R A ?. forwards inftead of backwards, by his orders, the above
xxn '

^ -.-
,

*_/ mischief might have been prevented, and the enterprize

of the rebels entirely frultrated. It was alfo evident frona

this narrative, that the nian whom we fired at on the

2ift was certainly one of the phmderers on the 20th, and

that the bodies found dead on the 23d had been fliot the

very fame day.

On the 29th,. among other fruits,^ fome dates were fent

to me by a Society officer. This tree is alfo of the Pal-

meto fpecies, but not extremely high ; its leaves diverget

from its fummit, very thick, hanging down in the form

of an umbrella. The dates appear in large clutters, being

an oblong thin fruit like a man's thumb, of a yellow co»

lour, and the pulp, which is fat, firm, and fweet, adheres^.

to a hard greyifh-coloured. ftone, with longitudinal fur-

rows.— I ought not to omit mentioning, that this day

fixty rangers going to reconnoitre, difcovered the old.

»ebel eamp at the back of Timotibo,, which feemed to>

have contained about fixty armed men.

On the morning of the 30th of September, having no-

thing more to do in the neighbourhood of the Pirica Ri»-

ver, we left it, and on the ift of October came to Devil's

Harwar much fatigued, nothing remarkable having hap-

pened on our march. I had written on the preceding^

day to Colonel Pourgeoud, informing him, that I was

weary of exiftence in my prefent ftate, and requefting;

that a court-martial might be immediately called ; and.

this letter I had fent by a (lave to the commander in chief..

« On:
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On oar arrival at this ftation, I indeed foimd every hard C H a Pi

means employed to bring me to terms ; and fuch was the

fevere ufage I experienced, that one of the rangers, called

€aptain ^aciy exclaimed, «' If in this manner thefe Eu-
** ropeans treat one another, is it to be wondered at that

" they fliould take a pleafure in" torturing us poor
<' Africans ?

"

At Devil's Harwar, however, my Itormy voyage drew

to a conclufion. Colonel Seyburg was evidently con^-

vinced that he wa^ wrong, and knowing what muit fol-

low, now only wifhed for a handfome opportunity of ex-

tricating himfelf from the effetfts of his unmanly paflion..

On the 2d of October, therefore, he afked me with a

fmile, " If I had a heart to forget and forgive?" To which.

I fternly anfwered, " No 1"—He repeated the queftion.-—

1 then faid,. " I venerated truth, and would never confefs

" myfelf in an error, vmlefs my heart coincided in the

** acknowledgment—that this was a conceflion I would

« make to no man living, and leaft of all to him."—He

here grafped my hand, begged me to be pacified, and

declared, " That he would make peace on any terms ;"—

but I again drew back with contempt, and decidedly

avowed, "That I could not agree to any compromife, un-^

** lefs he owned Ms fault in the prefence of all the ofE-

« cers, with his own hands tearing-from his journal every

" fentence that could refl.e<St upon my charadter." The
journals were immediately x:>roduced, my arms were re-

turned me, and my.triumph was attended with every

circiunJftance

XXII.
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CHAP, circumftance that could add to my full fatisfaBion. I

^^^^- then, frankly and fincerely gave my hand to Colonel

Seyburg, who gave a feaft in honour of our reconci-

liation ; and after dinner, to my utter furprize, pro-

duced the letter which I had written to Colonel Four-

geoud, which he acknowledged he had intercepted to

prevent the affair proceeding to extremities : at the

fame time he acquainted me, that Fourgeoud was en-

camped at the Wana Creek, inftead of Lieutenant Colo-

nel de Borgnes, who had fallen fick, and was gone to Pa-

ramaribo. A perfect reconciliation having taken place,

and every thing being now adjufted, while the troops

having had fome reft, we fet out once more on the 4th

for the head quarters at Jerufalem ; but I was obliged to

leave poor Quaco, who was very ill, at Devil's Harwar,

under care of the furgeon ; and that evening we en-

camped oppofite the mouth of the Cormoetibo Creek.

On the following morning, early, having croffed the

River Cottica, the troops marched back to Jerufalem

;

where I now had leifure to reflexft on the various evils

which befal poor mortals, as well thofe who are innocent

of the difficulties they are brought into, as thofe (which

are the greater part) who have brought themfelves into

diflrefs and even defpair by their own indifcretions.

Thefe reflections arofe from finding here, among others,

a newly^arrived acquaintance, a Mr, P— t—^r, who hav-

ing fquandered away in Europe above thirty thoufand

pounds, and loft a beautiful wife by elopement, was now,.4 reduced
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reduced to the income of an enfign in the Society troops, chap.

This gentleman having formerly pofleiTed coniiderable

property in this very colony, his prefent fituation could

not but be alTuredly the more galling on that account.-—

Alas I unhappy young fellow : well might you exclaim—

"' Prive de tout mes biensy.

" Dans un climat funefte,

" Je t'adore & te perds,

" Le poignard feul me refte.

" Mais, Oh ! je fuis P—t—r,

" Referve pour foufFrirj

" Je fgaurois vivre encore,

" Et faire plus que mourir."

Thefe are the words which he fpouted with a figh,

throwing the laft lilver he had left among the flaves

;

and indeed nothing could be more applicable to himfelf

than the lines he quoted, or more lamentable than this

poor devil's forlorn condition ; which, however, created

in me, during my prefent humour, no other effect

—

than, a loud and immoderate fit of laughter.

V^^- II- X 4 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIII.

Second march to GadoSaby—Accou72t of a living Skeleton

—Beautiful Land/capes—Tbe Commander in Chief falls

ficky and leaves tbe Camp—Some Rebels taken—Difcourfs

on the Exifience of Mermaids—Heavy Rains—Difeafe—
Famine—Mifery,

XXIIL
CHAP. /^N the 9th of 0(5lober, 1775, Colonel Foiirgeoud

v_-/ broke up the encampment at the Wana Creek to

join us at Jerufalem, having fent down the half of his

party fick in barges; and their number being greatly

augmented by the invalids from this place, they were all

together tranfported to receive the coup-de-grace in the

hofpital at Devil's Harwar. The rangers alfo took their

leave, and marched, with Mr. Vinfack their condudtor,

to guard the Pirica River.

Fourgeoud, during his laft cruize, had difcovered a

hundred empty houfes, and feen fome flraggling rebels,

but he had taken none. He had alfo found a fcalp fixed

to the branch of a tree, which we juftly corjecftured to

be the remains of the unfortunate Schmidt, who was

loft*.

On the 13th my black boy, Quaco, being perfectly re-

* This was the more furprifuig, as we were at peace with all the Indians, and

fcalpingj.was never pradtifed by the negroes,

covered.
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covered, arrived, to my great fatisfacflion, as bis fidelity to c H a P.

me was fo fteady and mifliaken. At the lame time we ^'^It^
received an account that Captain Stoelraan, with fome

rangers, had difcovered a frefli fettlement of the rebels

by a great fmoke appearing at a diilance in the forefl, but

had not yet attacked them ; that Captain Fredericy, with

a party of black volunteers, was fcoviring the fea-fide

below Paramaribo; that the two men we had loft on the

i8th of Auguft had miraculoufly efcaped, and found

their way to the poft at the river Marawina ; and that no

lefs than twelve fine negro llaves had jull deferted from

the Go/d Mine eftate to join the rebels.

This news fo much exafperated Colonel Fourgeoud,

that the indefatigable man again determined to perfe-

vere in purfuing his enemies. We accordingly entered

the woods very early on the morning of the 15th, al-

though he and his little army were at this time greatly

reduced. He buried but the evening before one of his

countrymen, a volunteer, called Matthew, and brother to

the enfign : but death was now become fo familiar to us,

that upon lofing a friend or relation, the firft queftion

generally was, ** Has he left any brandy, rum, or to-

*< bacco ?"—<* Pauvre Laurant !

" faid I, to his fhrivelled

valet-de-chambre, " the brave Fourgeoud is like fire ; he

" is to the colony an excellent fervant,indeed; but I think

" to both you and myfelf but a roughifti mafler." The

poor fellow, fhrugging up his fhoulders, replied, with a

grin and a heavy figh, " Oui^ par mafoil''^ and then treated

Vol. II. y rac
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CHAP, me with a pinch of his fnufF. I miift not omit that, a

J^yi^' . little before our departure, feven more of our negro

flavcs did defert us, who went home to their mafters per-

fectly broken-hearted, emaciated, and nearly ftarved

;

however, we proceeded, and marched diredlly N. E. dur-

ing which nothing happened, except my box with all my
bottles being daflied to pieces ; and in the evening we

encam^ped, though then unknown to us, near the Cafli-

pore Creek, where the dry feafon having commenced, we

dug a pit for w^ater. Orders were alfo iffued to the troops

no more to build huts, fheds, &c. as the rains were now

lefs violent.

On the i6th we continued our route, marching N. E.

as before, and towards the evening arrived at the houfes

which Colonel Fourgeoud had lately difcovered, which

proved lince to be only a temporary fettlement, ereded by

the rebels as a (belter or afylum in their expected retreat,

before they were diflodged from Gado-Saby ; and to this

little fettlement they had given the name of BooJJy Cry,

that is, " the woods lament." Here we encamped, and

took much notice of Bonny's houfe in particular, which

was built like a watering machine, being elevated from

the ground, with two doors, fp that he might the better

obferve all around him, and prevent his being taken by

furprize ; it alio had more air, and, of courfe, was better

calculated for his health, he having in fome late adlion

received a very dangerous wound in the groin, as we af-

terwards learned from a rebel negro prifoner. Near to

7 Bonny's
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Bonny's houle were the private baths, where his women chap.

waflied themfelves morning and evening, there being no

river near this fettlement.

In this encampment one of our flaves prefented me
with a land-turtle, which indeed we had met with feve-

ral times before ; but as I have never defcribed this ani-

mal, I will now endeavour to give fome account of it.—

The land-turtle of Surinam is not more than eighteen or

twenty inches in length, and of an oval form ; the fhell

is more convex than that of the fea-turtle, and marked

with thirteen elevated hexangular fhields, dark brown

and yellow, fo hard that it will bear almoft any weight

without breaking ; the under fliell is a little concave, and

of a light yellow : the head of this animal referables that

of other turtles ; the tail is naked and fhort, but inftead

of fins or fwimmers it has four feet covered with fcales,

and armed with fharp claws to affift it in crawling over

the ground. When this poor creature fees any danger,

it inftantly fhrinks within its fliell. In this Htuation the

Indians put it on the fire, where they broil it until it is

dreft, which is known by the under fliell feparating from

the upper, which ferves for a difli to hold the contents.

A lefs barbarous way, and the way which I always fol-

lowed, is only to provoke the animal by the heat of the

embers to run away; when ftretching out its head and

neck, they are eafily chopped off, and the food extra61:ed

without additional torture. I have known Mr. de Graaf

keep three or four of thefe land-turtles for above four

Y z months
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CHAP, months for tranfportation, during which time they hved:

XXIII. without any apparent nourlfliment whatever, yet ftill re^

mained vigorous, and even prone to copulation.

Another kind of land-turtle,. called here the arlacacca^

I have often fcen; this is lefs in circumference, very flat,,

of a difa'Teeable greeiiilli colour, and nothing like io

good as the former.. >

On the 17th we continued our march N. and N.-E. in

hopes of more difcoveries, but without fuccefs. We this

day paffed fome ant-hillocks above fix feet high,, and,

without exaggeration, above one hundred feet in circum-

ference. We alfo faw great quantities of valuable tim-

ber, and, among the reft, the black-cabbage tree, the

wood of which is of a deep brown, and is in high eftima-

tion among carpenters and joiners. The /and- hooker

tree was Ukewife fliewn me,, which receives its name

from the fruit, which being divefted of its feed,, is ufed as

a faad-box by writers. It is of the fliape of a large onion,

with fmall holes in the furface ; the feed is both laxative

and emetic, but the juice of the pulp is a fatal poifon.

More than this I cannot fay, having had neither the time

nor the power of examining it with the accuracy of a

profefled botanifL

On the 1 8th we continued the fame courfe for a few

hours longer, when we found a beaten path, which,

though circuitous, feemed to be a communication be-

tween Gado-Saby and Boofly-Cry. We followed this

path, which led us due W. for a few hours, when a poor

rebel
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rebel negro was found by me covered with branches of chap.

the manicole-tree, and indeed barely alive, being in ap>-
'

pearance nothing but Piun. and bone, with one of his eyes

almoft beaten ovit of the focket. I put my bottle to his

mouth) he fwallowed a few drops of rum and water, and

laid with a faint voice, which we could fcarcely hear,

" Dank ye, me Maffera !" but could articulate nothing

more. Fourgeoud ordered this man to be carried with

us in a hammock; and we foon afterwards encamped

near a biree-biree fwamp or quagmire. I ought not to

forget that this day we faw fome very fine locujl-tree^^

being eighty or a hundred feet high, and prodigioufly

thick ; the trunk is grey and very Itraight, with no

branches till near the top, on which the leaves are dif-

pofed two to each ftem : this is juftly called the king of

the foreft, for a finer tree cannot be found. The tim-

ber is of a beautiful cinnamon-colour, and pofTefTes every

defireable qviality of gravity, polifii, grahi, and durabi-

lity.—But what particularly attrafted our notice was its

feed, like beans, three or four in number,, enclofed in a

broad light-brown pod, that lay fcattered in quantities

at the root of the tree, upon the ground, and tafied like

fome kinds of gingerbread. From the root of this tree

a gum exudes, which, properly prepared,- affords a var-

nifli hitherto unequalled for tranfparency and effedh

Innumerable indeed are the various fine trees that this

country produces, and which may be had for the cutting;

yet, when we confider the diftance they ufually grow

feom- navigable rivers, the great labour in felling and

Vrorking
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c H A P. working them, the vaft number of flaves required to

.J^^'^^}^'
, tirag them tlirough the foreft, where no horfes can be

employed, befides the danger and lofs of time, we may
eafily account for the enormous price generally paid for

the bell: timber in Guiana.

This march undoubtedly afforded us the moft enchant-

ing profpe6ls that can be imagined, in a luxuriant and

ever-green foreft, while thedryfeafon contributed greatly

to beautify the fcene ; and fimple nature by far oiitfhone

the moth ftrenuous endeavours of art. Here we met

with immenfe favannas of the moft lovely verdure, in-

terfperfed with meandring brooks of water, cool and clear

as rock cryftal ; their borders adorned with flowers of

every lively hue and fragrance. In fome places we ob-

ferved fmall clumps of elegant fhrubs, or perhaps a lin-

gle tree, whofe beauty would almofl induce one to think

they had been defignedly left growing to enrich the

fcene. The whole furrounded by a vaft wood of lofty

palm-trees, waving their fea-green foliage above the va-

riegated copfe of never-fading verdure, blolTom, and

fruit, as if to invite the panting wanderer under its

cooling Ihade, till in the later hours he might enjoy the

tracing pleafures of the limpid flood, and contemplate

nature's beauties undillurbed.—When univerfal liJence

reigned every where around, how often have I thought

on my dear friend, and wifhed with her to glide through

ilife in thefe Elyfian fields !—But I muft wave the pleafing

;recolle6lion.

On the 19th we again marched, and fell in with our

old
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old path, which we followed, leading dired:ly to the fields CHAP.

of Gado-Saby, where quantities of rice once more ap- .^_ _Jj

peared in full bloom, which we cut down and burned to

afhes. Here, perceiving the poor rebel negro hopelefs

of recovery, not abfolutely to bury him alive, he was

overfpread with mofs, leaves, and green boughs ; after

which we flung our hammocjcs, being almoft choaked

with fmoke.

In thefe fields I faw a lizard above two feet long, which

the negro flaves killed and ate : they called it fapagala, it

was of a brownilh green colour, but did not refemble

the iguana. Among the ruins of the confumed town

we difcovered fome fcolopendras^ or centipedes, no lefs

than eight or ten inches in length ; this odious reptile is
,

of a yellowifh-brown colour, walks very faft backwards

or forwards, and bites fo feverely, that the venom it in-

fufes, though not deemed fatal, generally produces a fe-

ver. Some writers aflign this reptile twenty pair of legs^^

others forty ; 1 never reckoned them, and can only ob-

ferve, that they appeared to me exadtly to refemble the

centipedes in Europe. Some of our gentlemen formed

large colledlions of thefe curiofities, which were very va-

luable, whilft I contented myfelf with the drawings and

defcriptions only of thofe I thought moft uncommon.

On the 20th, we marched to vifit Cofaavy when I per-

ceiving the unhappy negro captive ftill alive; after re-

moving the branches, he was, at my earneft intercefllon,

once more carried along with us ; but the flaves, being

difcontented
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CHAP, difcontcnted with fucli a load, took every opportunity, in

XXIII.
j^^y. abfence, of torturing him, by knocking him againft

roots and ftones, and dragging him through mud and

water as they went along. Different patroles were now
ordered out to reconnoitre the grounds, while the re-

mainder of the troops encamped in the ivejl part of Co-

faay; and thefe patroles difcovered no lefs than four

beautiful fields in one chain, fituated due weft from Co-

faay, well flocked with calfava, yams, plantains, piftachio

nuts, with maize and pigeon peas : alfo were feen feveral

human carcafes, the relids of our late engagements in

Auguft. We found liere a fpecies oi medlars of a crim-

fon colour, and of a tafte very much like that of ftraw-

berries. This fruit grows on a large green flirub, and is

cultivated in many gardens at Paramaribo. We alfo met

with a kind of wild plum-tree called monpe : the fruit is

yellow, oblong, and fmall; the ftone is large, the pulp

tJiin, and though of a lliar]) acid has an agreeable fla-

vour.

On the morning of the 21ft, all thefe and every ufeful

vegetable were cut dovi^n, and again deftroyed by fire

;

after which, returning to our laft night's camp, we found

it alfo in flames, and were obliged to lling our hammocks

in the eq/i fkirts of the woods. Here, recollecting that

the poor difabled rebel was left alone, I ran back we/^ to

the burning camp to afford him aflifi;ance; but after feek-

ing him in vain through clouds of fraoke and darknefs, I

was forced to confult my own fafety, by haftily return-

ing
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ing to my companions ; fome blaming me much for my te- c H A P.

merity, others damning \h.Qjkeletonj whether dead or alive. ^?[!1^
The devaftation being now compleated, we marched

back to Jerufalem, where on the 24th we arrived per-

fe(fHy exhaufted, and Fourgeoud at laft fo ill with a

phrenzy fever, that he was confined to his hammock,

with fmall hopes of furviving the night. But he how-

ever ftill continued to command, and the next morning

ordered a marine to be baftonaded, for afking llioes, al-

though he was bare-footed, and his feet tore to pieces

;

while another was flogged for coughing, who had a fe-

vere cold ; a captain was difmifled from adtual fervice,

and confined in Fort Zealandia, for having dared to

marry without his confent.— Sicknefs and death now
raged through the camp, and every thing was in the

utmoft confufion.

To compleat the whole, on the ift of November,

twenty-five more negro flaves ran away ; and on the 3d

we received intelligence that no lefs than fifty armed

rebels had been feen fwimming acrofs the River Cottica,

about a mufket-fhot above Barbacoeba,

In confequence of this information, Colonel Seyburg

was detached, with the few men that remained able to

carry arms, who through diftrefs and famine were now
almoft ready to attack their own officers; and who being

unfupplied with their favourite luxury, tobacco*, fat

* All failors, foldlers, and negroes are keeps up their fpirits, they fay, and fome

particularly miferable without tobacco : it almojl prefer it to bread.

Vol. II. Z fmoking
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CHAP, fmoking grey paper, and chewing leaves and leather as

^^ ,
^ fubftitute for the want of it. Few men, however, were

worfe off than I was at this time ; fmce, having neither

provifions nor cloaths, I was almoft naked as well as

ftarved, with a running ulcer in my left foot, ever lince

the ambufcade and march to Pirica ; nor had I a friend

in the camp who could give me the fmalleft affiftance.

To compleat my mifery, the little blood I had remaining

was in two fucceflive nights again nearly fncked away

by the vampire-bat, or fpe6lre : thus I fainted away in

my hammock, and was almoft forry to recover, particu-

larly upon being informed by a letter that Joanna and her

boy were dying with a putrid fever at Paramaribo.

Atlaft, on thei2th, Serjeant Fowler arrived from Mocbay

with one of my boxes ; when this poor fellow, notwith-

ftanding my fituation, made me laugh, aloud by producing

a letter from his mother in Europe, which made hira

extremely happy ; and which I muft beg leave verbatim

to tranfcribe.

'* Dair Shonny,

" I have relayed your girl from the Bridevail—and your

** Ihits from die panbroker—the baby is died—blefled be Goat,

** while I hop yow be living. I am your laffing mother tell

" death, Maggy Fowler."

The fame evening Colonel Seyburg's party returned,

without having obtained any further intelligence.

On the 14th Colonel Fourgeoud was fo dangeroufly

ill,
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ill, that he at length was obliged to relinquifli his com- CHAP.
XXIII

mand, and proceed to town for his recovery. Accord-
^

'

ingly on the 15th, he fet out by water for Paramaribo

:

thus, after having facrificed all his troops, he became

himfelf finally a vi6lim to his unbounded ambition and

obftinate perfeverance in this worft of all climates, while

by toiling lefs and living better both he and his foldiers

might have rendered the colony, if not fuperior, at leafl: an.

equal fervice.—A barge loaded with fick and dying was

at the fame time once more fent to the hofpital at Devil's

Harwar.

The command of the remaining fcarecrows now de-

volved upon the Lieutenant Colonel, who (ftrange to tell!)

that very evening inherited the fame diftemper, as well

as the chief command ; the barge that rowed off the

old hero having but juft difappeared, when this gentle-

man was attacked alfo by the phrenzy fever ; the above

complaint was indeed at this time very common amongft
,

all ranks and degrees who were broiling under a burning

fun at Jerufalem; it being the dry feafon, when we ought

to have been in the woods—but for thofe expeditions, as I

have ftated before, the rainy felons were moft unhappily

preferred. Several officers would have before now thrown

up their military commiffions, could they with decency

have taken fuch a meafure, during -an, expedition on ac-

tual fervice; nor, in my opinion, ought fitGh to be grant-

ed, cafes of the very greateft .neceihty excepted. I could

myfelf have wilhed to go for fome time to Paramaribo,

Z 2 but
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CHAP, but as this favour was not offered me, while all the
XXIII.

^
others, and even the flaves, were relieved, I fcorned to

petition for it while I was able to Hand.

On the TQth, however, my foot became fo bad, that the

furgeon reported me unfit for duty ;
yet I ilill remained

in the camp, where I could be to none of any fervice.

A fupply of frelh troops, flaves, and provifions being

arrived on the 20th, Major Medlar, with 150 men, was de-

tached to make new difcoveries.

Among other plagues, the whole camp at this time

fwarmed with locujls, which appeared every where in

moft formidable troops, devouring every thing that lay

in their way. Indeed the curfe of Heaven feemed to

vifit us here in various fliapes, and every vermin were fo

plenty at this time, that no exertion could keep us per-

fedlly free. Thefe locufts were brown, two inches in

length, and fliaped like a grafshopper ; they did not fly,

but crawled by millions on the very tables and feats as

we fat at dinner, and at night they tormented us by

crawling over our faces by fcores.

The only defirable article we found at Jerufalem was

fifli, of which we feldom wanted plenty; particularly new-

mara and warrappa^ alfo the patakee, &nd the old wifee,

both very excellent ; the former of which is about two-

feet long, fliaped like a whiting, the other is the fize of

a large perch. A kind of needle-fifli, called naaynaay-

ffee, was found here in great abundance, thefe were

very thin, and about one foot in length ; alfo a kind of

dung'
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dung-fijh^ about the fize of a fmall herring, but thefe two CHAP,
laft were only ufed by the negroes. XXPII.

On the 3d of December, Major Medlar's party returned,

after fourteen days abfence, with a captive rebel woman
and her boy about eight years old, taken in a fmall field

of bitter caflava. The poor woman was pregnant, and
under great alarms, but was tenderly treated by Medlar,

who was always a humane and well-difpofed gentleman.

He had, however, unluckily loll two of his heft men, one

Schoelar^ a corporal, the other called Philip Van den Bos,

a private marine, wha having inadvertently eaten a few

roots of the above bitter cajfava were poifoned, and died

during the fame night with the moft excruciating pain

and convuhions : the antidote is faid to be Cayenne pep-

per and fpirits, neither of which were at that time to he

procured.

The black woman confirmed the account that Bonny

had been wounded ; fhe alfo told us the poor ftarved ne-

gro we had found was called Ifaac, and had been left for

dead. That one Captain Arico had formed a new fettle-^

ment near the fea, called Fijfy-Hollo ; while Bonny, fhe

affured us, maintained the ftrideft difcipline amongft his

troops : he was, flie faid, abfolutely defpotic, and had exe-

cuted two- of his men but three days before we took

Gado-Saby, viz, during the night of the 17th Auguft,

when we heard the firing and fiiouting, only upon fuf-

picion of having hinted fome few words in favour of the

Europeans, and were the heads which we found lluck
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CHAP, on the flakes. She further ajBFured us, that none of his

people were trufted with arms, until they had firft

ferved him fome years as Haves, and given him unquef-

tionable proofs of fidelity and refolution. But thefe, flie

obferved, were but few in number, when compared to

his numerous vafTals, who were bound to do without

murmuring whatever he thought proper to command

them ;
yet that he Jlill was more beloved than he was

feared, on account of his inflexible juflice and manly

courage.

On the 4th December, this poor woman and her boy

were fent to Paramaribo, with Enfign de Cabaines, who

had taken them : he had at the fame time nearly feized

a young girl about fifteen, who by her great agility, and

being flark naked, flipped out of his hands i

-" Fusit ocior aura

*' Hla levi : neque ad h«c revocantis verba refiftit

:

" Nympha, precor, Peneia, mane : non infequor boftis,

-«* Nympha, mane." "

Ovid.

It being proved at the court that the above woman had

been forcibly carried off by the rebels, though many

years before, the poor creature was pardoned, and joy-

fully returned with her child to her mailer's plantation.

It is remarkable, that when the boy faw the firft cow or

horfe he almoft fell into convulfions with terror ; nor

could he bear to be touched by any white perfon, whom
6 he
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he never had feen before, and whom he conftantly called Ch a p^

Torica, which in his language fignifies the devil.
,

^^^^'

About this time a dead fea-cow, or manatee., by the

French called Lamantin, floating palt Jerufalem, the ne-

gro flaves fell upon it, like fo many crows upon a car-

riouj fwimming round it, fome with a rufty knife, fome

with a bill-hook, and each carrying off a flice for hi&

dinner; at laft they dragged the ftinking animal on Ihore,.

of which I inftantly took a drawing. This manatee was

exactly lixteen feet long, almoft fliapelefs, being an enor-

mous lump of fat, tapering backwards to a flefliy, broad^

horizontal tail. It had a thick round head, a flattifh fnout,

large noftrils, with ftrong briftles both on its nofe and

chin, fmall eyes, and auditory holes inftead of ears. In-

ftead of feet, it had two excrefcences or flefhy fins, like

thofe of the fea-turtle, projecting near its head ; with

thefe it fwims, and moves awkwardly to eat the grafs on

the banks of the rivers, being an amphibious animaL

The colour was a greenifh black ; the fkin was hard and

uneven, covered with large knobs, circular wrinkles, and

with a very few ftifF hairs thinly fcattered. It had

grinders but no fore-teeth, and a very Ihort tongue.

The fea-cow or manatee is, like the whale, a viviparous

animal, the female fuckling its young by the help of its

fwimmers. They are very numerous in the river Ama-

zons; their flelh, it is faid, refembles veal, and is very good

food. This was, however, too far advanced in a Hate of

putridity, for me to tafte it. It had the marks of being

twice
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CHAP, twice fhot, which muft have been by the rebels on the

^^^^^^'
, 27th, when we heard the report of two raufkets at a dif-

tance.

As I am once more on the fubjedl of natural hiftory,

I Ihall defcribe another amphibious animal, called the

tapira, which bears fome diftant refemblance to the hip-

popotamus of the old continent, but it is a great deal lefs.

This creature is about the fize of a fmall afs, but much
more clumfy. The head is not unlike that of a horfe,

but the upper lip much longer, proje6ting fomething like

the probofcis of an elephant, and is alfo moveable, but

too fhort to be of ufe, as is the trunk of that animal

;

the ears are fliort, the tufks ftrong, and fometimes vi-

fible, the mane is briftly and eredl, the limbs are low and

ftrong, with a kind of hoof divided into four claws, and

the tail is thick and lliort, Uke that of the elephant. The

ikin of this creature is exceffively thick, of a brown co-

lour, and when young it is marked with white fpots, like

thofe of the flag or paca, proceeding in longitudinal rows.

It feeds on grafs, and other herbs that grow in watery

places, .and is fo fhy, that when alarmed by the fmalleft

noife it plunges .under water, alfo like the paca, for fe-

curity, where it remains for a confulerable time. The
flefh of the tapra is delicate, being accounted fuperior

to the beft ox-beef.—See both the above animals in the

annexed plate.

A Mr. SelefeldeKi of the Society fervice, at this time af-

fured me, that he faw quite a difierent river-horfe in the

river



/A^^aA/yr, cr oJ^AA(7A/>^f nutj cr-yfT^im^ '^67?^/%<».

f,c-mkm.i'i,i4:sh,d iiccri-'.'i-,,,,,^ .i..;„/„i.vi, XI r.uii..- ri,„n-i, r,ir.i.





EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 177

River Marawina ; and Major Abercromhy, of the fame fer- CHAP,
vice, declared, that a mermaid was lately feen in the Ri- ^

xxm.
^

ver Surinam. Lord Monboddo alfo politively affirms the

cxiftence of fea-women and fea-men, while he afferts

that they were feen fo late as 1720. But, however re-

fpedtable his lordfliip's judgment and authority may be

on other fubje(5ls, I can no more agree with him, as to

men and women having fins and fcales, than to their

having tails.

The plain fa6t, in my humble opinion, is this, that in

many rivers between the Tropics, both on the coafl of

Africa and South America, a fifli fometimes appears half

above the water, that bears a diftant refemblance of the

human fpecies, but is fmaller, nearly fuch as in 1794 was

exhibited in London. The colour is of a blackifh green
;

the head is round, with a deformed kind of a face ; a

Itrong fin runs from near the eyes to the middle of the

back, which fomething refembles flowing hair : and the

two fuppofed arms and hands, are two fiefhy fins, or

rather digitated fwimmers ; the female has breafts alTur-

edly like a woman's, being a viviparous animal; while

the tail is exadly that of a fifli, in. moft of which proper-

ties it agrees with the feal, but this lafl: has no fin along

the back, and is confiderably larger, while it never ap-

pears eredt above the water, hke the former. The above

information I had from feveral old negroes and Indians,

who all agreed perfe6tly in the defcription ; fome added,

that they fang, which I apprehend to be no other than a

Vol. XL A a. grunting
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CHAP, grunting noife which they emit like moft other tropical

t^'^^!^' .
fi^ ^^^^ amphibious animals.

They concluded by affuring me, that though they were

fcarce, nothing was more dreaded by their wives and

children, than the Watra Mama, which fignifies the

mother of the waters ; and by which name, ftrange to

tell, they diftinguifh their Sybils.—So much for the mon-

Jiers of the deep ; and now 1 fliall once more return to

thofe infefting Terra Firma.

I have juft mentioned, that, on account of a very bad

foot, I had been returned unfit for duty by the fur-

geon, on the 19th of November ; yet this day, Decem-

ber 5th, another furgeon, with two captains, and the

adjutant, were fent to infped: both me and Captain

Ferret, who was alfo lick. The furgeon gave his de-

claration upon oath, that we were incapable of walking

without danger, much more of undergoing fatigue ; but

Seyburg, who was Hill in his phrenzy fever, declared we

fliould inftantly enter the woods, though he fliould fee

us carried in two wheel-barrotvs. Poor Captain Perret

complied to turn out, though he looked like a ghoft, and

could fcarcely ftand ; but I folemnly fwore that I would

blow out the firft man's brains who dared difrefpe5ifully

to touch me : in confequence of which I was clofe guard-

ed by a fentinel ; while the whole camp, upon my foul,

now feemed to be compofed of none but madmen.

On the nth we received intelligence that a number of

armed rebels had been juft feen oppofite to Devil's Har-

war,
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war, and afterwards informed they were upon their re- chap.
treat from the Comawina River, where on the 5th they

^

XXlii,

had burnt to allies the dwelling-houfe of the eftate Kil-

leftyn Nova^ with Mr. Slighter the overfeer in it, ran-

facked the whole plantation, killed and carried off thirty-

three women, and chopped off the limb of a male mulatto

child, to be revenged of its father; and that the Pirica

rangers were in purfuit of them. Captain Fredericy alfo

arrived this day, who had exchanged from the Society

troops into Colonel Fourgeoud's regiment of marines,

and confirmed to us the above unhappy news.

About this time, after having ftarved four months, ray

remaining ftores arrived at laft from Mocha, but three-

fourths rotted and deftroyed by the blata or cockroaches :

the remaining part I diftributed among the lick people.

But what proved truly acceptable,was the cheering account

that Joanna and Johnny were paft danger, and recovering

at Paramaribo. This intelligence indeed i^o elevated my
fpirits, that the next morning I reported myfelf fit for

duty, though God knows that I was not ; and to this I

was the more induced by the want of frefh air, of

which I was perfe6tly debarred in my confinement, and

flood fo much in need. The fame evening a boat full of

Caribbee Indians rowed up Corraoetibo, for the River

Marawina, by the communication of the Wana Creek.

In eight days more, which was the 20th of December,

being adtually recovered of the wound in my foot, and

Seyburg of his phrenetic fever, another officer and I

played him the following trick, for his bad ufage.

A a 2 Having



i8o , NTARRATIVEOFAN
CHAP. Having invited this gentleman, with his adjutant, and a
XXIII. £g^ more, to fee us a6l a farce by candle-light, we af-

feited to quarrel, and beating out the candle, the door

being well fecured, laid on in the dark with fuch fuccefs

upon a certain fomebody's Ihoulders, that, calling out

Murder ! he leaped out at the window. Nothing ever

gave me greater entertainment than to perceive his agi-

lity ; but Colonel Seyburg declared he would never more

to our play be a fpe6tator.

At this time orders arrived from Colonel Fonrgeoud,

who was alfo better, to break up our camp at Jerufalem,

and march once more to the Wana Creek. In confe-

quence the lick were again fent down in barges to the

hofpital at Devil's Harwar, which was nearly full, while

feveral were labouring under a difeafe fomething like

the tympany^ called here the kook^ being a prodigious

hardnefs and fwelling in the belly, occafioned, it is faid,

by drinking muddy water without fpirits, which was in-

deed our daily and general beverage.

On the a2d, at lix o'clock in the morning, we all de-

camped, and fcrambled up along the banks of the Cormoe-

tibo Creek, through a perfe6l bog, while one poor ne-

gro, who had his head fradtured, was left behind, and

another knocked over-board one of the barges, who was

drowned.

We this day again faw great numbers of pingoes or

warree-hogs, which as ufual breaking through our line,

were cut down by fabres and ftabbed, while fome ran

oJBf with the bayonets flicking in their hams.

This
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This march was peculiarly difagreeable, upon account chap.
of the heavy rains, which now began to fall down in .

-^-^^^^-^

torrents, overflowing the banks of all the rivers ; and fo

cold were the damps in the morning, contrafted with the

late warm days, that we frequently lay fliivering in our

hammocks as in froft, efpecially when fleeping in wet

cloaths. This inconvenience, however, I obviated to day

by marching half naked, like the rangers, and putting

my fliirt in one of the reverfed kettles, during the rain-

thus my fkin foon drying, after a fliower, I again put on

my linen, and found myfelf much more comfortable than

any of my trembling ghaftly looking companions.

On the evening of the 23d, we encamped near a ri-

vulet called the Caymans or Alligator Creek; where a

tree called Monbiara afforded fome excellent fruit, but

this was entirely ftripped by the flaves before I could

either talle or even fee it in perfection.

The rains continuing to pour down in a deluge, I

again marched ftripped on the 24th, and we flung our

hammocks in the evening, near a brook called Toricay

or the Devil's Creek, where we made huts or flieds to co»

ver us, and flowed the provifions upon rafters.

On the following day we once more laboured through

deep mud and water, in very heavy rains, and encamped

at another fmall brook, called the Java Creek, three

miles below the Wana.

On the 26th I was feleded, with a fmall party, to re-

connoitre the old camps at Wana Creek. In the evening

we
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CHAP, we Returned, half fwimming through mud and water^

XXIII.
^j^j having literally feen nothing, except fome birds

and curious trees, which I cannot pals unnoticed. The

birds were called the Cromback^ the Camawarjj, and the

Crocro. The firft is a kind of large fnipe, the fize of a

woodcock, with a crooked bill. The fecond is alfo a

water fowl, but three times as large as the firft : on ac-

count of their fwiftnefs, and difappearing in a moment,

I can give but a very imperfecft defcription of them.

The Crocro is fomething lefs than our ravens, and I be-

lieve of the fame fpecies, being one of the rnoft voracious

birds of the carnivorous tribe ; in Guiana it is of a dark

blue colour, has a remarkably ftrong bill and limbs, and

croaks exceffively loud and difagreeably, efpecially by

night. The trees were what the negroes called the Ma-

takee, and the Markoory. The firft is remarkable for its

roots, which fpread above the ground in fuch a manner,

that they will conceal a fcore of men from each other

;

nay fo large are they fometimes, that a horfeman may

ride through between the interftices, and one fingle piece

is fufficient to make a table large enough to hold twelve

people.

For a better idea of this wonderful tree, I refer the

reader to the annexed plate ; where I have placed it upon

the oppofite fliore of the encampment at Jerufalem. la

the fame plate, lie is alfo prefented with
&.
fair-weather

view of the camp at Java Creek.

The other tree, called the Markoory, is truly formidable

^ < on



/////'' ('/ ///^ i^y^////// K// ///e /a^-r/ ^r£^^ .

London, I'tUiU^hfd D(rri''/ijffi.h\ yl.Johnyon . SM'tnils ('/mr.ii J'tini.





EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 183

on account of its poifonous qualities, which are of fuch chap.

a fubtle nature, that the very fmoke of this wood, when xxiii.

.on fire, is fatal to thofe animals that receive it into their

lungs ; this is always feen to grow by itfelf, as it infal-

libly kills every thing around it, nay even the Haves re-

fufe to cut it down on the plantations, fo much are they

afraid of touching, or of even coming near to it. The Mar-

koory is low, ugly, and uneven, with very few branches,

and a pale verdure. I have been told that fome of the

Indians render their arrows fatal by dipping the barbs of

them in its fap.

On the 27th, another patrole was fent out, but to no

better purpofe than the firft. I have mentioned that my
foot was recovered, and fo it was, but I had now ex-

tradted out of my right arm two dreadful infedts, which

left behind them very deep ulcers. Thefe are called in

Surinam the bufh-worms^ and are the fliape and fize of

the aurelia of the common butterfly, with a pointed tail

and black head. They ftuck extremely faft in the flefli,

and were extracted with a lancet. They breed naturally

in ftagnated waters, in marching conftantly through

which they had attached themfelves to my flefli.

My heart now began to fink with accumulated dif-

aflers ; my mind was agitated and deprefTed with a con-

ftant train of tortures, to which I could fee no end, and

I became weary of life. In this dreadful fituation I fell

upon my naked knees, and invoked the malediction of

Heaven to fall on me, if I did not feparate myfeif from

my
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CHAP, my prefent commanders and this fervice, the firft ho*
XXIII. nourable opportunity that fhould offer itfelf ;—how re-

ligioiifly 1 have perfevered in obferving this vow, fliall

be feen in the fequel of thefe pages, before I take my
final farewell of my readers.

The place of our prefent encampment was now intoler-

-able beyond every defcription, being conftantly overflowed,

fo that the ammunition and provilions were flowed for pre-

fervation on wooden rafts ; nor could we ftep out of our

hammocks without being up to the knees in mud and

water, where it was moft Ihallow, while the gnats and

other infedts devoured us alive. The confequence of all

which was, that attother barge full of dying wretches was

fent down the Cormoetibo Creek, bound for the hofpital

at Devil's Harwar; among whom the poor old negro

with his fradlured fkuU, who had only yefterday rejoined

ns in his fhocking condition. This floating char-nel*

boufe weighed anchor on the laft day of the year 1775

—

with which I fliall beg leave to conclude this gloomy

chapter*

C II A P.
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CHAP. XXIV.

Two Volunteer Companies raifed, of free Mulattoes and

Negroes—Defcription of the Arrowouka Indian Nation—
Colonel Fourgeoud''s Regiment receives orders to fail for

Europe—Countermanded—Re-enter the Woods—'Trade of

the Colony—Defcription of a Cacao Efiate—Sample of

Sable Heroifm,

TO what good ftar I was obliged, in the midfl of all C H A P,

XXIV
our confufion and diftrefs, I know not, but certain

,_ ^_,
'

^

it is, that Colonel Seyburg having fent for me on the firft

day of the new year, not only folicited my future friend-

Ihip, but declared he was forry for all the ill-treatment

he had ever occafioned me, for which he principally

blamed Mr. Gibhart^ his adjutant and fpy ; then taking

me by the hand, as a proof of his real regard, permitted

me from that moment to go to Paramaribo, or wherever

I pleafed, to refrelh and refit until further orders ; which

had fuch an efFe6t on me, that having inftantly converted

every drop of my rum into grog, we fat down, together

with two other officers, and drowned all former animo-

fity in oblivion, till we could hardly fee each other. In

this condition I took my leave that very evening of my
new friend and the camp at Java Creek, and rowed down

in the beft fpirits for Paramaribo.

Vol. II. B b Next
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CHAP. Next morning, having flept during mofl: of the paf-
XXIV

.^ -^-jy fage, I breakfafted at Devil's Harwar, where I found that

the unfortunate Gibhart had juft fet fail for the ot/)er

world. In the evening we arrived at the eftate Beekflied,

as my negroes had made extraordinary difpatch,fummin^
wattra * all the time to encourage each other.

On the 3d I arrived at the fortrefs Amfterdam, where

I was entertained with an excellent fifli dinner, and

where I muft again intreat the reader's patience, while I

attempt to defcribe the diiferent fpecies, viz. the paffary,

prare-prare, provojl, and curema. The paffary is above

two feet long, and weighs fometimes twenty pounds

:

the head is broad and flat ; it has two long barbs, and no

fcales, and is very delicate eating. The prare-prare is

about the fame lize, and equally good. The provoft is

large, often five feet, and of a yellowifh colour ; the flefli

of this is lefs agreeable, but the oil it produces comes to

good account. As for the curema, this is a fpecies of

mullet, fometimes above two feet in length, with large

iilvery eyes, and the under jaw longer than the upper.

Near this place are alfo found a kind oi fea-ffiailSy of

which Madam Merian makes mention '^ and the fore-part

of which exactly refembles thofe of a flirimp*

In the evening at fix o'clock I arrived once more at

Paramaribo, and found Joanna with her little boy per-

* That is, one of the r«wers beating from the reft> to which the Others fing a

the water with his oar at every ftroke, in chorus.

fuch a manner that it founds different

feaiy
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fedly well, after having both been blind for above three CHAP.
XXIV

weeks ; with whom being now invited to lodge, at the '

,

houfe of my friend Mr. De Graaf, I was completely

happy.

The followitig day I dined with Colonel Fourgeoud,

who now alfo was as found as ever, and who gave me a

very indifferent meal of fait provifions *, but an uncom^

monly hearty welcome. He acquainted me that two new
companies of free mulattoes, and two of free negroes, all

volunteers, had juft been raifed ; that the Serameca and

Owca negroes encouraged and favoured the rebels, and

were deceitful rafcals; that a few rebels had been killed in

the Caffiwinica Creek; and that he was in,hopes of root-

ing out Fijfy Hollo ; that Bonny, with his people, were

almoft ftarving in the foreft, notwithftanding their late

depredations, which could not laft much longer; and that

he was fully determined, if he fliould lofe his laft man,

to make this rebel furrender, or harafs him till he and

his gang, through hunger and diftrefs, fliould be obliged

to quit the colony. I learned further from him, that a

Frenchman had juft efcaped hanging for betraying the

itate of the fortifications, Sec. to the governor of Cay-

enne ; that he had pardoned Captain Tulling for his

clandeftine marriage; and that Lieutenant Colonel de

Borgnes was juft entered into matrimony with a rich win-

dow, a Mrs. Crawford. <

* This he abfolutely held as the beft regimen for health, notwithftandinj he

had brought three cooks from Europe,

B b 2 The
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CHAP. The Colonel, in a word, was now quite the reverfe of

^^^y* v/hat he had been before, and upon the whole fo very

agreeable in his manners, that I would never vvifli to

fpend my time in better company ; but how I fliould be-

come at once the favourite of both thefe rival com-

manders, was a fecret I could never yet difcover, unlefs it

might proceed from a defire of gaining me from each

other, as they ftill continued mutual enemies : be that as

it may, I refolved to preferve the moft inflexible neutra-

lity, as I alfo did between them and the governor, where

I was invited next day, and dined not on falt-beef, but

found as ufual a truly magnificent entertainment.

Thus I continued daily vifiting my friends, viz, Mrs.

Godefroy, the Demellys, the Gordons, the Mac Neyls,

Sec. I alfo fpent a very agreeable day with the black

Mrs. Sampfon, or Zubly, who was now a widow.

I was prefent too at a mulatto ball, compofed however

not of flaves, but of free independant fettlers. Here the

mufic, the lights, the country dances, the fupper, and,

above all, the dreffes were fo fuperb, and their behaviour

fo decent and genteel, that the whole might ferve as a

model for decorum and etiquette to fome of the fairer

and more polifhed inhabitants.

On the 20th, obferving a number of Indians and black

people of both fexes fwimming at the back of Fort Ze-

landia, young Donald Mac Neyl and myfelf compleated

the groupe, by ft ri piping and getting in among them;

and 1 muft confefs 1 never beheld more furprifing feats

of
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of adlivity in the water, than were performed by the ne- CHAP,
groes, who fought a Jham battle, by plunging or rather ,

^^^^'
^

tumbling like porpoifes, when they ftruck each other

with their legs, as they never ufed their hands ; while

the Indians, who were of the Arrowouka nation, fwam
and dived like amphibious animals..

Being fuificiently refrefhed, we fat down upon the

beach, near the twenty-one gun battery, where I had an

opportunity of examining the features and figure of one

of their young femr^les, as fhe approached us, like Venus

rifing out of the fea. Thefe people being very different

from all the other Indian nations that I have already de-

fcribed, I fhall embrace the opportunity of fulfilling my
promife, and giving a particular account of them.— In

the firft place, the Ikin of the young woman who was

now emerging clean from the river, and divefted of ar—

notta-paint, appeared much fairer than the copper-co-

lour of the other Indians ; neither were her limbs de-

formed by thofe ftrait-laced bracelets or cotton-bands fo

much in ufe with the reft ; nor did her hair hang down,

.

but was neatly plaited clofe round the crown of her head,

and fattened in the centre with a broad filver plate*.

Her only drefs confifted, both during the time fhe bathed

and after, of a fmall fquare apron made of beads, as I

have mentioned before : in every other refpe6t fhe was

perfectly naked : nor could a finer figure be imagined

—

This, at other times, they fupply by a j[hel], a fifb-fcone, or the tooth of a

tiger, &c..

eredl.
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CHAP, eredl, vigorous, a6live, young, and healthy, which
XXIV. .

i^
-

'
. convinced me that when the body is expofed, as it

certainly was ordained by nature, the face is but little

noticed.

Such as Arcadian fong

" Tranfmits from ancient uncorrupted Time

;

" When tyrant Cuftom had not fhackled Man,

" But free to follow Nature was the mode."

In her features was difplayed that beautiful firaplicity,

that native unfufpedting innocence, which cannot be put

on where there is the flighteft confcioufnefs of guilt. Nor

is the olive-colour incompatible with beauty, it is certainly

the ftandard complexion of the human race, while the

black and white are fuppofed to be only gradations, pro-

duced probably by the extremes of heat and cold. As this

Indian girl was perfecStly handfome, fo Ihe feemed to be

perfedlly happy. — " Happinefs," as the Abbe Reynal

wifely obferves, " is more frequently found in a pure ftate

« of nature, than in that of the moft refined civilization."

To be fure an European woman would bluih to her fin-

gers ends at the very idea of appearing publicly ftark

naked; but education and prejudice are every thing,

fince it is an axiom, that where there is no feeling of

felf-reproach, there can affuredly be no fliame.

I remember to have feen an Indian youth, whofe name

was Weekee, at Bergen-op-Zoom, where he was brought

over from the colony Berbice with General Defalve, who

cloathed and partly civilized him : amongft other thing?,

he
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he learned cookery, and to be fomething of a taylor, at CHAP.
his own reqiieft, that he might be enabled to provide ^^^^'

both for his back and his belly. After fome time how-

ever, expreffing a defire to return to the colony, he no

fooner touched American ground, -than ftripping himfelf

of his lumber, he launched naked into his native woods,

where he ended his days as he had begun them, amongft

his beloved countrymen and companions ; like the Hot-

tentot mentioned by Roufleau, in his celebrated Difcoiir^

fur rinegalite & Conditions, ^c, But to return to the

girl :— She had with her a live parrot, which fhe had

llunned with a blunt arrow from her bow, and for which

I gave her a double-bladed knife *. So wonderfully ex-

pert are the Arrowouka Indians at this exercife, that they

frequentlyJjring down a macaw in full flight, or even a

pigeon,

I cannot conclude thefe remarks without adding a few

words concerning the unfpotted moral charadter of thefe

people, who not only live in peace with moil of the other

Indian nations, but are peculiarly attached to the Euro-

peans, while thefe in return profefs for them the

ftrongeft efteem.

* The general tralEck carried on be- hammocks, flaves, monkies, parrots, and

tweenall the Indian nations and the Eu.- paroquets} for which they receive fire-

ropeans confifts in balfam-capivi, arroco- arms, knives, hatchets, fifh-hooks, combs^

cerra, oil of carrabba, arnotta, and bees- coral and glafs beads, blue cotton, look-

wax, befides pieces of Brazil and ebony

;

ing-glafles, &Cv

the roots hiaree and varniliaS) canoes^

As
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CHAP. As a proof of their gratitude, I will only relate one in-
XXIV. flance :— Some years ago an Indian woman being at Pa-

Tattiaribo, and far advanced in a ftate of pregnancy, a

Mr. Van der Mey humanely ordered his fervants to con-

du(5l her and her hufband into his houfe, where, giving

them a private apartment, and every other conveniency,

he wiflied them good-night. Before the next morning

the woman was delivered ; but when the fervants went

in to renew their offers of friendlhip, neither man, wife,

nor child were to be found, as they had before day-break

quietly marched into the foreft*. Various were at this

time the conjedlures concerning the ho?i^td integrity of the

Arrowouka Indians, until, no lefs than eighteen months

after, the fame Indian returned to Mr. Van der Mey, with

a charming captive boy of the Accawau nation, that he

had taken in battle + ; and whom prefenting to his bene-

fa6lor, he only faid, " l^hafs yours^^ and without waiting

for any anfwer difappeared.—For this flave the above

gentlemr.i was offered £.100, which he refufed, and

treated him as well as if he had been free.

The education thefe people receive in their infancy

being according to the dictates only of fimple nature,

their minds or their bodies are very feldom deformed,

while a too nice attention to either is poffibly as detri-

mental as a total negle6t. The ingenious Dr. Bancroft is

* I have mentioned before that the Indians are exempt from pain in labour.

\ This is however extremelj/ uncommon, as a more peaceable peeple does not

«xift in the univerfe,

2, of
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of the fame opinion, which he fnpports (I think need- CHAP,
lefsly) by a quotation from Qnintilian. XXIV.

Though the Arrowouka Indians live in perfect friend-

fliip and harmony with us, and indeed with moft of their

neighbours, they yet fometimes go to war when pro-

voked,, as I have juft obferved ; in thefc combats they
life bows and arrows, and the club called abowtow*-,
but they do not. eat their prifoners like the Caribbee In-
dians, who even devoured the negroes whom they killed

at the infurreaion in Berbice. Notwithftanding thefe

people live at a greater diftance from the fea than the
JVarrozvs, &c. yet they have canoes, fometimes fourfcore

feet in length, in which they paddle down the rivers,

The Arrowouka Indians particularly are great herbalifts,

and for all external accidents have recourfe to fimples,

with which the woods of all Terra Firma abound.
But to proceed :

On the 25th I was feized with a fever, and blooded in

the foot, in which the orifice being Jiruck too deep, for

ftruck it was as tjiey bleed the borfes, I again became
lame

; during which time Colonel Seyburg arrived from
the Java Creek to recover, he being at laft alfo taken
very ill.

Jn the mean time Colonel Fourgeoud, while he was-

juft ready to renew his operations, having already fent a

fmall detachment to the Jew Savannah for intelligence,

received letters from the Hague, with exprefs orders to

• The New Zealaiiders call their clubs pato-patoo ; which affinity is remarkabh,
on account of their very great diftance.

^^^L- If- C c abandon
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CHAP, abandon the expedition immediately, and with his few
XX. v. remaining troops to fail for Holland without delay.

In confequence of thefe commands on the 27th, the

tranfport fhips were put in commiflion, and all the officers

and privates received their clearance, which made them

very happy; and indeed all at Paramaribo were alive witb

joy, except fome of the inhabitants and myfelf.

On the 14th of February, ill as I was with a bad foof^

a fore arm, the prickly heat, and all my teeth loofe with

the fcurvy, I found means to fcramble out on crutches^

with a thoufand florins in my pocket, which having di-

vided between Fourgeoud and Mrs. Godefroy for the

redemption of the black boy ^aco, and my mulatto^ I

returned home without a fliilling in my purfe
; yet for

this fmall fum of 500 florins, fo inadequate to 1800 which

I owed that lady, ftie was induced generoufly to renew

her perfuafions of carrying Joanna and the boy with mer

to Holland. This, however, Joanna as nobly as firmly

refufed, declaring, " that, independant of all other confi-

*« derations, flie could never think of facrificing one be-

" nefaclor to the intereft of another ; and that her own
«' happinefs or even mine, which was dearer to her than

« life, fliould never have any weight, till the debt of her

« liberty was paid by hie, or by her own induftry, to the

<* utmoft fraction, and which Ihe did not defpair to fee

<« one day compleated." She added, " our feparation

»< fliould only be for a time, and that the greateft proof I

« could ever fhew her of my real efteem, was now to un-

** dergo this little trial of fortune like a man, without

o "fo
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<< fo much as heaving a figh in her prefence ;" which laft chap.
flie fpoke with a fmile, next embraced her infant, then XXIV.

turned fuddenly round, and wept moft bitterly.—At this

moment I was called to Mr. de la Mare'Sy who was juft

dead, where my melancholy having furpafled all defcrip-

tion, I at laft determined to weather one or two painful

years in her abfence ; and in the afternoon went to diffi-

pate my mind at a Mr. Roux^s cabinet of Indian curioii-

ties ; where, as my eye chanced to fall on a rattle-fnake,

I will before I leave the colony defcribe this dangerous

The rattle-Jnake of Surinam is fometimes eight or

nine feet long, and very thick about the middle, tapering

towards the neck and tail. The head is dreadfully de-

formed, being flat and broad, with two large noftrils

near the fnout, and a large fcale or knob like the alligator

above his eyes, which are jet-black and fparkling ; at the

extremity of the tail are feveral thin horny fliells joined

together^ which are very dry, and which, when irritated,

the animal fliakes, founding much like a rattle, from

which it derives its name. Thefe fhells augment, // is

Jaid, in the proportion of one every year, by which it is

fuppofed its age may be, afcertained. This whole fnake

is covered over with fcales, whixrh on the ridge of the

back it ere6ls. The colour is a dirty orange mixed with

dark-brown and black fpots, which laft are alfo on its

head, appearing like velvet, and marked in a very confpi-

£U0us manner ; the belly is afh-coloured, with tranfverfe

C c 2 fcales.
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CHAP, fcales like moft other ferpents. When this animal is in-

^1- .
^^^f on mifchief, it lies coiled like a rope, with the tail a

little in motion, which having rattled, it launches forth

upon its prey, making no farther reach than its own

length ; this done, it coils a fecond time, and again pro-

jtds itfelf. The bite of the rattle-fnake is accounted

fatal, at leaft is thought very dangerous over all America;

but with regard to the falcinating qualities of its eyes, fuch

as the ftory of its cauilng mice, fquirrels, and birds to run;

into its mouth, I rejetfl them as fables ; the fuppofed

charm conlifting in nothing more than this, that the-

poor animals, finding themfelves furprized by the im-

. pending danger, are feized with fuch a trepidation and

fear, that even the ufe of their limbs forfakes them, and

they are rivetted to the place till they die, or in the z€t of

leaping they are feized by their enemy *.

In this cabinet I alfo faw the dlue dip/as of Surinam,

•which had almoft the colour of ultramarine on the back ;

its fides were lighter, and the belly nearly white. I did

not learn that the bite of this reptile was fatal, but that

it occafions immoderate thirlt in the patient, from which

it took its name; the word dip/a fignifying thirfl in the

Greek language. Another fnake I alfo obferved here, about

three feet long, being annulated with different colours,

and called amphijbmia^ from the fuppofition of its hav-

ing two heads ; but the truth is, that from its cylindrical

' • £ee a letter to the editors of the New Univerfal Magazine for October 1787.

form
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form the head and tail Co much refemble each other, that

the error is almoft pardonable ; befides which., the eyes

are nearly imperceptible. This is the fnake which, be-

ing fuppofed blind, and vulgarly faid to be fed by the

large ants already defcribed, is in this country honoured

with the name of King of the Emmets *.

Amongft Mr. Roux's numerous collecftion of fine but-

terflies, one of a middle fize I thought peculiarly beau-

tiful ; all its wings, both above and below, being elegantly

flreaked with tranfverfe bars of velvet, black, and a va-

riegated bright green. The amazing height to which

they afcend, and the great velocity with which thefe in-

fects fly, make them fo rare, being, for thefe reafons,

but very feldom caught. The caterpillar is a fea-green,

and all covered over with hard feelers, not unlike fea-

thers.—For a better idea of the above fnakes, and this

fly, fee the plate annexed, where the laft was improved

from Madam Merian's colledtion.

I have juft faid that we were ordered to leave the co-

lony, and that all were overjoyed with the news, myfelf

excepted. But on the 15th, by letters from Holland to

our chief, our return was again countermanded for fix

months. My companions were therefore fuddenly call:

down with difappointraent, while I was as fuddenly re-

vived, and now determined to favc all my pay until Jo-

anna's redemption fliould be fully accomplilhed : but what

• How Madam Merian fliould call this reptile an oviparous viptr, furpafles my

comprehenTioni

grieved

197
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CHAP, grieved me very much was the other news from Europe,
XXIV
^ ^- l^ '^iZ' that the Scots Brigade had been invited to England

by his Britannic Majefty, while I was lamenting that I

could not poffibly be one of the number*. I at the fame

time had the offer of an American company under Ge-

neral Wafliington, but this I refufed without any helita-..

tion, as may be fuppofed.

In fhort, on the i8th of February, the poor difpirited

men were again fent up to Magdenburg, a large party

ftill remaining at the Java Creek ; whilft the temper of

the officers was now fo ruffled, that a Mr. Fijher of our

corps fought no lefs than two duels in two fucceeding

days, dangeroufly wounding both his antagonifts, who
were both officers of the Society regiment.

As I was not yet recovered, I llaid fome time longer at

Paramaribo, where at the houfe of a Mr. Reynfdorp, I

faw a Portuguefe Jew teaching his children the Cbrijlian

religion, while the pious mother of the charity-houfe

kept flogging the poor flaves daily, becaufe they were,

as flie faid, unbelievers. To one black woman, in parti-

cular, file wantonly gave fpur hundred laflies, who bore

them without a complaint.

But to change the difagreeable fubje6t;—while I have

the leifure and the opportunity, I feel the inclination to

ftate to the public a fhort account of the trade and in-

trinlic value of this blood-fpilling colony ; which flill

* T^e King's demand was negatived by the States of Hplland.

,

might
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^igiit be richer, did they not follow the example of the

woman in the fable with her golden eggs.

In the firft place, in Surinam are computed to be about

fix or eight hundred plantations, producing fugar, coffee,

cacao, and cotton, befides fohie indigo, and valuable tim-

bers, &c.—The exportation of which four firft articles

only, and their value, may be feen at one view in the

following table for four fucceflive years.

The

Years.
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XXiV.

Brought forward

If I now add what goes to Rotterdam and to

Zealand, befides the home confunnption, and

the return of the runn and molafles, the indigo

at 4/. per lb. and the timber from 5 d. to five

florins per cubic foot, it will amount to as much
more - _ - . _

Thus altogether

/. 6,524,262 7 a

6,524,262 7 4

/. 13,048,524 14 4

"Which, fuppofing it was but 1 1,000,000/. makes a yearly income of

cne million neat in fterling money.

' How the above fum is divided between the republic of Holland and

this colony, fliall be my bufinefs to ftate in the fecond place.

The town of Amfterdam affords about fifty lliips,

at an average of 400 tons burthen each, which

receive, for importation freight of various

commodities, the fum of - - - /. 6,000

For exportation freight of the above"]

produflions, which grow in the co- J-j 2,000

lony* - - -

Thus each veflel gets for freight - /. 38,000

Which, multiplied by the N° of veffels 50

Makes exaftly - _ _

For Rotterdam and Zealand I calculate toge-

ther about 30 veffels more of different bur-

dens : thus - -

Carried forward

/. 1,900,000 —

1,200,000 — —

/. 3,100,000

• Sugar pays about 3 /. pw barrel, and coffte about as much per thoufand ; oilier com-

(tnoditieb ii) proportion.—AT. B. Tliis I infert uuauthenticated, thus errors excepted.

And
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Brought forward

And for the brick that ferves for ballaft, paf-

fengers, &c. _ _ _ _

Each Guinea flup, importing yearly -t

from 250 to 300 negroes, loweft >/. 120,000

value, at - _ _ J

Thus fuppofing the number of vefTels* 6

Amounts to - - -

To all thefe I fliall add the merchandize im-

ported from Holland, fuch as wine, fpirits, beer,

falt-beef, pork, and flour, filk, cotton, and llnen-

manufadtures ; cloaths, hats, Ihoes
;
gold, filver,

and fteel ornaments; arms and ammunition; even

mafons and carpenters tools, &c. &c. at an average

of about 50 per cent, profit, Befides correfpon-

dents charges, infurance, duty, ftore-houfe ex-

pences, porters fees, wharfage, and package,

which laft articles coft the inhabitants ten fsr

cent, more.

Thus altogether - -

Which makes already the fum of - -

Still let me mention the intereft of 6 fer cent.

for the national debt of five millions fterling,

due by the colony, and what they are defraud-

ed of by ufurers in Holland, where prodigious

other charges are brought in ; and where thofe

who have made their fortunes go to fpend it

;

and the amount will be found to produce at

leaft

The whole of which items added together, pro-

duce no lefs a fum yearly than

/. 3,100,000 —

8o,coo

720,000

1,100,000 —

/. 5,000,000

1,000,000 — —

/. 6,000,000 — —

-

Vol. II.

* There are fome years but four, and fome ten, Sjc,

D d Which
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Brought forward - - / 6jOOO,ooo — —

Which is dear profit to the republic, viz. prin-

cipally for Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and Zea-

land. Thus the inhabitants of Surinam get, for

their ftiare of the above treafure, only

Which make together, as I faid, one million fter-

iing, or - - - - -

5,000,000

/. 1 1,000,000 — —

In the third place, I fliaU now fhow in what manner the internal ex-

pence of the fociety of Surinam is defrayed by taxes ; which amount tCK

no trifle, as lliall be feen.

Having already mentioned, when fpeaking of the government, that the

public revenue officers were five in number, I will now point out how

they colled; the cafh refpeftively each, for the fupport of the above ex-

pences.

The firft of thefe is that of Importation and Exportation Duties.

To this is paid, viz.

By all Dutch veffels, 3/.j>fr ton7 thus for ton-

By Americans, &c. 6/ per ton \ nage,/. 90,000

By Americans, &c. for all im- 7 -
'

, f - ^ 60,000
ports and exports, 5 per cent. 3

Sugar pays if. per thoufand or"]

barrel - - - - |
in

Coffee 1 5 d. per 1 00 lb. weight ^ ^ 7 7 ^

Cacao if. isd.per 100 lb. D° I
paid a6o,ooo

Cotton - -
-J ——

Thus receives yearly about the fum of -

/. 410,000

/. 410,000 — —

The
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Brought forward

The fecond is the office of excife and fmall duties.

To this is paidj viz.

For a barrel of beer

A D" of claret - - -

A pipe of madeira

All wines, per quart bottle

The tax on publicans, is -

D" on fmall retailers

And which amounts to a yearly pro-

duce of at leaft

/. 3

23 10 —

600 — —
300

Then follows thirdly die office for taxation on

heads; which receives for all inhabitants, black

and white, without exception, viz.

For men and women - - /. 2 io\ ' P

For boys and girls under 12, /. i 5| .

thus,

Next comes the office for fales and flaves,

which gets, viz.

For felling dead flock, including eftates,
"J

&c. 5 per cent.

For felling newly -arrived or imported ne- f

gro flaves, 2 \ per cent. J

And finally, the office for re-taking negro

deferters, which was then erecled, the other taxes

not being fufficient; which produces yearly, viz.

By an additional tax on heads, black 7 „
. . f

80,000
and white, at i/. is - - i

By ^per cent, of every profit got dur-

ing the year upon oarh, is

400,00c

Which makes exactly

Carried forward

Dd2

/. 4x0,000 — — CHAP.
XXIV.

lOOjQOQ —

.

150,000 —

I ''^0,000 !

480,000

/. 1,270,000 •—

StiU
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Brought forward - - /• 1,270,000 ~ —

•

Scill let me not forget what is yearly paid for

what is called the fupport of the common or grafs

fields, viz.

For a houfe, according to its fize.

For a coach - - - _ 20 —. —
For a whKkey - - - 10

For a faddle-horfe - - - - i© — —
Which add to the above impofitions again -

And thefe, if fummed together, make a yearly

revenue of no lefs than - - -

12,000 — —

/. 1,282^000

Having now clearly demonftrated, partly by the aflift-

ance of Dr. Fermyn's 'Tableau de la Colonie de Surinam,

and partly by my own experience, that the intrinfic value

of this fettlement is worth yearly above one million of

fterling money, which, by proper management, might be

ftill increafed ; alfo that the greater part of it goes to the

republic, while the people are thus bnrthened on their

eflates by almoft infupportable taxation, which induces

many to be rogues, who would perhaps otherwife be ho-

neft ; I fhall, by way of appendix, give fome fliort ac-

count of the trade carried on in this colony by the North

Americans : — Thefe people arrive with fmall brigs,

floops, and fchooners from Virginia, Rhode Illand, New
York, Boilon, Jamaica, Grenada, Antigua, Barbadoes, &c.

from which places they export flour, beef, pork, her-

rings, fait, mackarel, and leaf- tobacco for the negroes;

alfo fir-boards, Engliili rum, and other fpirits ; loaf-fu-

gar,
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;^ar*, fpermaceti-candles, onions, Sec. Befides each veflel CHAP.
- XXIV

is bound to bring in one horfet, which they often fupply

by a head only; affirming, that they put on board ahorfe,

but that he died on the paflage. For the above commo-

dities the American traders export all the melafles of this

colony to diftil into rum at home, and frequently fliip-

loads of other produ6lions and merchandize, though

this is doae in a clandefline manner, by which both the

feller and bayer are confiderable gainers, being ready

cafli for the one, ami a cheap bargain for the other.

From the Leeward Iflands thefe veffels alfo import pri-

vate mulatto and quaderoon Oaves, which being gene-

rally young and handfome, whatever may be their mo-

ral charadter, fell for confiderable prices.

Having thus fhewn, according to the befl information

I was able to acquire, in what the commerce and intrinfic

wealth of this fine colony confifl ; I will now take my
leave of the fubjedl, and continue my narrative.

On the aift of February, Mr. Reyn/dorp, the fbn-in-

law of Mrs. Godefroy, took me in his fail barge for

change of air to l^uten-Schadelyk, one of his own coffee

eftates ; where I faw a white man who had lately lofl

both his eyes in one night by the bats or vampires, as

they are called ; and the following day, failing up Come-

wina River, we proceeded to the delightful Cacao plan-

* I have faid they can make no rum here ; neither do they refine fugar.

t Mr. Hartzink mentions four horfes, but this is a miftake.

- tation
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CHAP, tation Alkmaar, the property of the above lady ; where

u^^^'> ^^^ negro flaves are treated like children by the miftrefs,

to whom they all look up as to their common parent.

—

Here were no groans to be heard, no fetters to be met

with, nor any marks of feverity to be feen—but all was

harmony and content. The fuperb houfe and other

offices of this charming eftate, where pleafure and hofpi-

tality ever reign, I have already reprefented in plate

N* X. ; while the fields and gardens, nay, even the negro

houfes, bore all the marks of perfeft peace and plenty.

The cacao-trees are fupplied from nurferies for the

purpofe, like orchards in England, and planted very re-

gularly at ten or twelve feet diftance from each other,

where they grow to the height of our Englilh cherry-

trees. But thefe plantations mull be well Iheltered, both

from the hard winds and fcorching fun, when young

;

the roots not entering deep into the ground to fuccour

them, nor can they at that time bear extraordinary heat

;

on which account the groves are filled up with calTava-

flirubs or plantain-trees for their flielter, and which at

the fame time anfwer the purpofe of killing the weeds,

which grow fo luxuriantly in all the tropical climates ;

—

by thefe attentions the trees will bear fruit before they

are three years old, when they afford two crops annually,

but they are in the higheft perfe(51:ion at the age of

twelve or fourteen. The leaf of the cacao-tree is above

eight inches long, and nearly three broad, thick-pointed,

ribbed like the laurel-time, and of a bright green-colour.

The
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The fruit is about the fame fize, and when young refem- CHAP,
bles a cucumber ; but when ripe it becomes yellow like .

^^-^'
>

a large lemon, with ribs like the melon, and tubercles

which enclofe the feed or nuts, near thirty \a number :

they lie longitudinally in the fruit, and when fit for ufe

are of the fize of olives, and purple-coloured. The trees

are fuppofed to bear at each crop from thirty to three

hundred pods, each containing about thirty nuts, weigh-

ing one pound, from which a calculation may be made

how much will be the produce of each harveft. After a

few days the nuts are extradled from the pods, and dried

in the fhade ; during which time they undergo a very

ftrong perfpiration, when they are put into barrels and fit

for tranfportation, to be converted into that well-known

and agreeable beverage called Chocolate.

It is faid the cacao-trees are natives of Guiana, and

grow wild in large quantities near the river Amazon : be

that as it may. Governor Chatillon'^ fon planted the firft

tree in Surinam in 1684, and the firft crop was exported

to Holland in 1733. A great advantage in cultivating

cacao-trees is, that fewer flaves are required than in any

other branch of the planting bufinefs. How confider-

able are the profits will appear by the accounts of the

year 1774, when 506,610 lbs. were exported to Amfter-

dam alone, which produced 202,614/. Dutch money,

being equal to ^. 18,419 fterling. The prices have been

flu6luating from 4^. to ^d. per Ih. the average being

6 about
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CHAP, about Ckd. The belt eftates, of which Alkmaar is one,

'_'^^^^'

'

produce yearly above 805OO0 lbs. weight.

In the plate annexed, A is the leaf above, B below*;

C, the wood ; -D, the flower ; £, the young pulp ; F,

the fame in perfection ; and G, the feeds or nuts to make

the chocolate.

On the 27th we returned to town, where the day before

a Society foldier was fhot for mutiny; and the day fol-

lowing a fliip was burnt in the roads. At this time tho

celebrated free negro Qwafi, who was the prophet,

prieft, and king of the rangers. Sec. went to Holland on

a vifit to the Prince of Orange, with letters of recom-

mendation from Fourgeoud, whofe praifes he was to re-

found, as w^ell as to complain of the Governor for not

treating him with due refpe6t. This being the period

for the feffions, another negro's leg was cut off for fculk-

ino- from a tafk to which he was unequal; while two

more were condemned to be hanged for running away

altosrether. The heroic behaviour of one of thefe men

before the court deferves particularly to be noticed :—He

begged only to be heard for a few moments ; which be-

ing granted, he proceeded thus :

" I was born in Africa, where, defending my prince

" during an engagement, I was made a captive, and fold

,
*< for a Have on the coaft of Guinea by my own country-

* Di's. Bancroft and Brooke fay, the leaf is light alpove.and dark below, which

in my original drawing is quite the reverfe.

" men.
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*•' men.—One of your countrymen, who is now to be one

" of my judges, became my purchafer, in whofe fervice

" I was treated fo cruelly by his overfeer^ that I deferted,

*' and joined the rebels in the woods.—Here again I was

" condemned to be a flave to Bonny, their chief, who treat-

" ed me with even more feverity than I had experienced

" from the Europeans, till I was once more forced to elope,

*' determined to fhun mankind for ever, and inofFenfively

" to end my days by myfelf in the foreft. Two years

" had I perfevered in this manner quite alone, undergoing

** the greateft hardfhips and anxiety of mind, preferviag

** life only for the poflibility of once more feeing my
*' dear family, who were perhaps ftarving on my account,

** in my own country ; I fay two miferable years had juft

** elapfed, when I was difcovered by the rangers, taken,

** and brought before this tribunal, who are now ac-

*' quainted with the hiftory of my wretched life, and

" from w^hom the only favour I have to aik: is, that I

** may be executed next Saturday^ or as foon as it may
** poflibly be convenient."

This fpeech was uttered with the utmoft moderation,

by one of the fineft-looking negroes that was perhaps

ever feen ; to which his former m after, who, as he ob-

ferved, was now one of the judges, made the following

laconic reply— " Rafcal ! that is not what we want to

** know; but the torture this moment fhall make you
" confefs crimes as black as yourfelf, as well as thofe of

*' your hateful accomplices." To which the negro, who
VoL» II. E e now
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CHAP, now fwelled in every vein with indignation and ineffable
XXTV

^ _ •, contempt :
*' Maffera, the tigers have trembled for thefe

" hands," holding tliem up ;
" and dare you think to

*' threaten me with your wretched inftrument ? No, I

<' defpife the utmoft tortures you can now invent, as

" much as I do the pitiful wretcii who is going to in-

" fl.i6l them." Saying which, he threw himfelf down on

the rack, where amidft the moft excruciating torments

he remained with a fmile, without uttering a fyliable; nor

did he ever fpeak again, until he ended his unhappy

days at the gallows.

What good man can " rsfiedl the tear-ftain'd eye,
"

*' When blood attefts even flaves for freedom die ?

" On cruel gibbets, high difclos'd they reft,

" And fcarce one groan efcapes one bloated breaft.

« Here fable Ca/ars* feel the Chriftian rod,

«« There Afric Platos^ tortur'd hope a God,

«* While jetty Brutus for his country fighs,

" And footy Caio with his freedom dies
!"

Having dined with Colonel Fourgeoud on the 8th of

March, when we celebrated the Prince of Orange's birth-

day, while Mr. Reyndorp gave a treat to all the foldiers, he

acquainted me that the rangers were now alone encamped

at the Wana Creek; that the peftilential fpot Devil's Har-

isoar was at laft entirely forfaken ; and that the two lately

* The above names, with fuch as JVira, flaveS, in exchange for ^am^ ^tacy,

Pluto, Charon, Cerberus, Proferpine, Me- ^amy.^ ^minat ^afibOt Jdjuba,

dufa, &c. are ufually given to negrg &c,

^ raifed
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raifed companies of fable volunteers had taken a few chap,
prifoners, and killed others on the Wanica path^ behind XXiv.

Paramaribo. I was at this time a good deal better, but flill,

not being quite recovered, he who had formerly treated

me fo feverely, now even infifted on my flaying fome

longer time at Paramaribo : nay, gave me an offer to re-

turn to Europe, which I abfolutely refufed; in fhort, about

the middle of the month, I was as well as ever I was in

my life. At this time Colonel Fourgeoud and myfelf

were daily vifitors of the ladies, in whofe company no

man could behave better, while I could often not avoid

difguft ; indeed fo languid were many in their looks, and

fo unreftrained were fome in their converfation, that a

Mrs. iV—— even alked me, Jam ceremonies to fupply the

place of her hufband ; while Ihe might as well have aflced

me to drink, for a relifh, a tumbler of falts.

On the 17th, however, my eyes were better feafted,

when, going to dine with Colonel Texier of the Society

troops, I firft took a walk in the orange grove and the

governor's gardens ; here, peeping through the foliage,

I fbon difcovered two moft elegant female figures after

bathing, the one a fine young Samboo, the other a bloom-

ing ^aderoony which laft was fo very fair complexioned,

that flie might have pafTed for a native of Greece, whUe
the rofes that glowed in her cheek were equal to thofe

that blofTomed in the (hrubbery *. They were walking

* It Is to be remarked, that though Eu- nefs peculiarly engaging, particularly

fopeans look pale under the torrid zone, mulattoes and quaderoons.

the native inhabitants have often a frefli-

E e a^ hand
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CHAP, hand in hand, and converfin? with finiles near a flowery
XXIV

1 - '_, bank that adorned the fide of a cr^^ftal brook, in which

they plunged the inftant they heard me ruftling amongft

the verdure, hke two mermaids

:

" Then to the flood they rufli'd ; the parted flood

*' Its lovely gueflis with clofing waves receiv'd,

" And every beauty foft'ning, every grace

** Flufliing anew, a mellow lufVre flied.

Leaving them to enjoy their innocent amufement of

bathing, I fpent the remaining hour before dinner amongft

tlie fliady fruit-trees, blooming bowers, and ferpentine

gravel walks ; where indeed I faw greater variety of Eu-

ropean plants than I imagined were produced in a tro-

pical climate, fuch as mint, fennel, fage, rofemary, gold-

en-rod and jeflamine, the fenlitive plant, pomegranates^

rofes, figs, and even fome grapes.—Of the pomegranate

flowers, a fpecimen may be feen in plate, N' XXIX. The
figs are both within and without of a beautiful crimfon

colour ; but the rofes are rather pale. Here were fome

beautiful pine-apples and melons, which, though they

are fo generally known, I will neverthelefs give fome

account of. The imperial fruit, called j^nana or pine-

apple grows in the centre of aii elegant fea-green

plant, on a ftalk of the fame hue, abovit eight inches in

length, its leaves diverging near the furface of the earthy

which are fmooth, long, ftrong, pointed, and dentulated

with hard prickles. The fliape of this fruit is nearly

oval, the fize of a fugar-loaf, all over chequered, and of

a *ioft
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a moft beautiful orange or golden colour, being crowned chap.
XXIV

with a fea-green tuft, of the fame leaves as the mother ._ _ '.

plant, and which when put in the ground produces an-

other pine-apple in the fpace of about eighteen months.

The delicious tafte and flavour of this fruit has in the

fpace of half a century become fo well known, that I havs

introduced it merely to notice its plenty in the country I

write of ; for fo fpontaneoufly indeed do the former grow

in this climate, and of fuch different kinds, without any

cultivation, that on many eflates they ferve as a common

food for hogs.

The mujk and water melons grow alfo plentifully in this

country ; the firft is of a globular form, large, like the

crown of a fmall hat, ribbed, buff colour, orange and

green. The pulp is yellow, firm, fweet, and fucculent;

ftill it is eaten with fugar, but more frequently with

black pepper and fait—the fmell of this fruit is ex-

cellent.

The water-melon is of an. oval or cylindrical (liape, its

colour is a bright polifhed green, and partly a very pale

buff; the pulp of this fruit is a pink colour, and of a

mellow watery fubllance ; its tafte is fweet, exceedingly

cooling, and of a moft agreeable flavour.

Both the above melons are of the cucumber kind, grow-

ing on rough ftalks, with large leaves, that creep along

the ground. It is remarkable that the water-melon, which

may be freely eaten^ .ii> all diitempers without the leaft

pernicious confequence, thrives beft in very dry and fandy

places.
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XXIV.

Qj. pine-apple, with the muik and water-melon, befides

the feed from which this laft is produced.

I fent about this period, to a Mr. Reygerfman in Holland,

a moft elegant colle(5tion of Surinam butterflies^ which

are here caught in great abundance and variety, and by

which alone fome people make no fmall profit ; but the

Very idea of pinning them alive to a fheet of paper, was

fufficient to prevent me from becomi»g a fly-catcher

:

*' Lo! the poor beetle tliat we tread upon-

*' Feels a like pang, as when a giant falls."

Now Captains Van Geurick and Fredericy, with Ser-

jeant Fowler, were fent on an embafly to the Owca and

Sarameca free negroes, if poflible to procure their af-

iiftance againfl the rebels, which they always continued

to pro7mfe (while Colonel Fourgeoud gave them prefents)

but never yet performed. A few of the other officers

Hill flayed with us gallanting at Paramaribo, amongft

whom were Major Medler and Captain Hemmet*, who

had both been with General Defalve's regiment, in the

colony Berbicli and previous to that the firft was in the

Prullian fervice. It was no fmall change of appearance

• The latter gentleman, in the year .throned alfo tbe king of Salan^ooy whofe

1783, failed from the T.exel to the Mor land he captured for the Dutch Eaft-In«

]ucca iflands} where, as commander in dia Company, befides talcing 127 pieces

chief, he killed the king of Pongue, with of cannoni &«
Jus three Xons, and 600 meo > and ^s-

for
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for us, who had fo little a time before appeared like wild chap.
XXIV

men, now to ftrut through Paramaribo, drefTcd like ^ _ '

^

fo many French marquees.

Being a particular favourite of Governor Nepveu, I

one day was induced to afk him for a piece of unculti'

vated foreft ground ; when he readily granted me 400

acres : but when I inconliderately afked it of him, I had

not calculated how large a capital it required to clear

away woods, purchafe negroes, and provide other necef-

faries for fuch an undertaking; and when a little re-

flection convinced me hcrw difficult it would be to find

a partner of abilities to aflift me, I declined accepting

this mark of the governor's regard.

Having on the 26th once more faved a poor black girl

from receiving fome hundred lafhes, by replacing a dozen

of china, which flie had broken by accident ; while an-

other was ftabbed by a Frenchman, who immediately cut

his own throat from remorfe, and his companion, an

overfeer, hanged himfelf; and having vifited the poor

negro whofe leg had lately been cut off l?y lawy I pack-

ed my boxes to fet out next morning on my fixth cam-

paign ; and once more take the command of the River

Comewina : at which moment arrived at my lodgings

fix loaded negro flaves with prefents from my hofpitable

friends, of every kind that Guiana could produce, and the

colony of Surinam could afford me.

CHAP.
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CHAP, XXV.

Singular Method of deteBing a Theft—Rencounter betweejt

the Rangers and Rebels—Amazonian A5iion of a black

Girl—Wonderful Sagacity in wild Bees— The Regiment

receives afecond Order to return to Europe.

CHAP. C^ '^ ^^ ^7^^ °^ March, 1776, adieu once more Para-

XXV. ^^ maribo, my Joanna, and my boy

!

This morning, a little before I fat out, I faw a Mr.

d'Halbergh terribly bitten by a large iguana or lizard, at

the very moment he was prefling me and my com-

panions to flay a few days, to be prefent at the cele-

bration of what he called his Silver -feafi, being the

twenty-fifth anniverfary of his marriage ; but after con-

doling with him upon- account of the accident, we em-

barked in a tent-barge, and arrived that evening at the

Sporkfgift eftate in Matapica. Here we were entertained

two days by Captain Mac Neal, with the greateft hofpi-

tality. I was however nearly fuffocated by the fteam of

fome green coffee, which was fpread on the floor of the

lodge where I had flung my hammock.

Late on the evening of the 29th, we arrived at the

Gold-mine plantation, where we found a negro boy and

girl, fufpended by each others fide from a high beam, by

a rope fattened to their thumbs, which were tied behind

their
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their backs, this almoft dillocated their fhoulders, and chap.
muft have occafioned the moft agonizing tortures. Thus ^^^•

I cut the miferable victims down, without leave or ce-

remony, and fwore that inftant to demolifh the tyran-

nical overfeer who had inflifted this new mode of punifli-

ment, unlefs he promifed immediately to forgive them

;

which he miraculoufly did in my prefence.

On the 30th, a little before we landed at the Hope, I

difcovered that all my fugar, with the greateft part of

my rum, was gone ; and detedled the thief by the follow-

ing laughable ftratagem (though not my own invention)

-—I told the negroes, fix in number, that a parrot's feather

was to grow within fix minutes upon the tip of his nofe

who was moft guilty ; at the fame time pronouncing a

few incoherent words, and making two or three circles

with my fabre, I Ihut myfelf within the tilt : here, peeping

through the key-hole, and obferving the rowers with

great attention, without their perceiving me, I foon fa\T

one of them, at every ftroke of the oar, put up his hand,

and feel the tip of his nofe ; upon which I inftantly ran

up to him, and cried, " I fee the parrot's feather I Thou
" art the thief, thou rafcal !" To which the poor fuper--

ftitious fellow inftantly anfwered, « TaWy me majjera /"

then kneeling to the forcerer for mercy, and the others

alfo intreating me to fpare him, I pardoned the credulous

thief and his accomplices, who by their candid confef-

fion obtained a piece of fait beef for their dinner, and «

gourd full of good grog in the bargain.

Vol. II. F f Immediately
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XXV.

•vyhole river, and now w^as once more the Prince of

Comevs^ina. I alfo built an elevated palace^ in imitation

of Prince Bonnf?> at Boofy-Cry, on twelve flrong flakes;

"vvhich aerial habitation I found very neceflary, the whole

poft being almoft under water by the inundations, and by

negledt become a perfedl mire-pool, while of my former

cottage not a veftige was to be feen. Here I found the

marines in perfe6t mifery, being almofl: naked, and hav-

ing fold their very Ihoes for a mouthful of frefh provi-

lions. Thefe grievances, however, by my labour and

interceflion with Colonel Fourgeoud, whofe favourite I

now became more and more, were fpeedily redrefTed,

and the Hope, in a little time, appeared like a paradife,

when compared with its former ftate.

Shooting was now, as formerly, my favourite diverfion

;

and on the 4th I brought home a kind of plover, z couple'

of red-breajis-) and near a dozen grafs-fparrows.

The plover of Guiana is the lize of a pigeon, its co-

lour a dark-brown and white, with tranfverfe bars. The

wet favannahs are full of them, and they are delicate

eating. The red-breaft is a kind of large bull-finch,

with the upper part of its body a deep chefnut ; and all

the reft a blood-colour : this is reckoned as good as an

ortolan, and abounds on all the plantations. The grafs-

fparrow, which I think is by fome called the anaca, is a

beautiful little creature, like a paroquet ; thefe birds are

perfedlly green, with a white bOl and red eyes. They do

7 much
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much damage amongft the rice and Indian corn, flying chap.

in prodigious flocks upon the plantations. ^ [^

At the Hope the trochulus^ or humming-birds, were

fo thick among the tamarind-trees, that they refembled

a fwarm of bees ; a Lieutenant Szvildens daily fetching

down feveral of them, by blowing fmall peas or Indian

corn through a hollow reed.

Of all the tropical birds, this little creature is particu-

larly worth attention, not only on account of its beauty,

but for its diminutive fize, being fmaller than the firft

joint of a man's finger ; and when deprived of its feathers

not larger than a blue-bottle fly. However, there are fe-

veral fpecies, and fome twice as large. Thefe birds vary

much in their colour : in the fhade they appear generally

of a deep fhining green ; which, by the refle6lion of the

fun, produces a fplendid purple brown and azure. The
head is crefted with a fmall tuft of feathers, green, black,

and gold ; the tail and wings are a glofly black ; the bill is

not much thicker than a pin, it is long, black, and crooked

at the end ; the tongue is forked, and refembles a red fllk

thread ; with this they fip the nedlar or honey from the

flowers, during which time they are ftationaryj exadlly

like bees, and this juice feems to be the only nourifliment

of thefe little creatures. They often make their neft on

the leaf of a wild pine-apple, or dwarf aloe, which is

Gonftrudted moftly of cotton, and not larger than the huflc

of a walnut ; their eggs are about the fize of peas, and

only two in number. Madam Merian fays, that the hum-
F f a ming-
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CHAP, ming-bird fits on four eggs ; which, for my part, I never

^
^Y' fs-W or heard of during my refidence in Guiana.

In the annexed plate I have endeavoured to reprefent

them and their little habitation in natural fize ; though

I found it impoflible to make the drawing more perfed:,

their motion upon the wing being fo very quick, that the

feathers are hardly perceptible; and this motion occa-

fions that humming noife, from which this delicate little

creature derives its name.

Here were alfo immenfe flocks of monldes : 1 have feen

above two hundred of them in a field of fugar-canes,

where they make great devaftation. Thefe wary animals

place fentinels all round the field to give the alarm ; and I

myfelf have been a witnefs with what fagacity and fide-

lity they perform this duty, when the whole company

hop into the forefl:, each with his plunder in his paw.

Swimming was another of my favourite amufements,

which contributed to make me more healthy, and ftronger

than moft of my companions; as it is beautifully exprefTed

by the author of the Seafons :
—

" This is the pureft exercife of health,

** The kind refrefher of the fummer heats

:

" Hence the limbs

" Knit into force, and the fame Roman arm

" That ro-fe viftorious o'er the conquer'd earth,

** Firft lea'rn'd when tender to fubdue the wave."

On the 14th I fl:iot an alligator; but returning from,

this excurfion in a boat, a packet of letters from Colonel

Fourgeoud
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Fourgeoud being reached me, unfortunately fell over- chap.

board into the water, and fank immediately ; fome
.

_'
,

officers, however, the next day coming to the Hope,

informed me of the principal contents, viz. that Colonel

Fourgeoud, being determined once more to fcour the

woods, had ordered me to fend up all my fpare men
and provifions, as alfo the Society troops who were now

at Oranjebo, the former to Magdenberg, and the latter.

to the river Pirica; which I performed, retaining only

twelve crippled foldiers at the Hope, and as many at Cla-

renbeek, without either furgeon or medicines ; neverthe-

lefs, with this fmall number, I made daily patroles by land

and water—they alfo informed me of the death of enfiga

Fan Halm, and that another fhip with fick was ordered

fhortly to fet fail for Holland.

Colonel Fourgeoud, though he himfelf remained ftill

at Paramaribo, yet continued attentively to command.

Thus, on the 23d, he ordered a detachment of one hun-

dred men to reconnoitre from Magdenberg to the Wana
Creek and Marawina river ; but they returned without any

new difcoveries.

As I was now likely to be continued at the Hope for

fome time, I fent for my flieep and poultry, from the

eftate where 1 had left them, prefenting Mr. Gourly with

a ram and a ewe, as being of a breed fuperior to any in

the colony ; and I found with joy that my flocks had

confjderably encreafed in numbers.

On the 26th one of my men brought me a fnake>

which
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CHAP, which he had juft killed ; it was about four feet long,

\^^_~'
i

^^^^ ^^^ thicker than the barrel of a mufket ; when per-

ceiving a knob near its middle, larger than my fift, I had

the curiofity to cut it open, and an enormous frog made

its appearance, perfecSlly aUve and entire, a fmall fpot on

the back of its head and neck excepted, which was blue

and flimy, as if beginning to putrify. For the fake of

experiment, I fattened him with a firing to his foot upon

a grafs-plat near the river for three days; when finding

the poor animal hearty and well, I gave him his liberty,

with a caution to keep a better look-out for the future.

On the 28th I paid a vifit to T'bomas Pa/mer, Efq. late

King's counfellor at Alaffachufett's Bay, upon his ertate

called Fairjield. Here both the mafter and hi& flaves were

perfectly happy and contented, chiefly owing to Mr.

Palmer's juft and equitable adminiftration to all around

him ; and fuch were the confequences of his wife govern-

ment, that few plantations in the Weft Indies could boaft

ofgreater profperity, either in point of produce or popula-

tion ; while the courtefy and hofpitality of the gentleman-

like proprietor to ftrangers, completed his happy charac-

ter, which fhone confpicuoufly throughout the colony.

Upon my return to the Hope I received a letter from

the commander in chief, informing me that Mr. Vinfack

with his rangers had killed feveral rebels, and taken

iCleven prifoners
,; but that another party of the rangers

Jiad been furprized by the enemy, and feveral of them

i[hot dead while afleep in their hammocks.

During
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During thefe fkirmifhes, an inftance of prefence of CHAP,

mind was exhibited by a rebel negro, I think but feldom
t -J'j

equalled :—A ranger having levelled his piece was juft

going to fire at him, when the man called out, holding

up his hand, " What, Sir, do you mean to kill one of

** your own party ?" Which the ranger believing him to

be, replied, " God forbid !" and dropping the muzzle of

his piece, inftantly received a ball through the body from

his adverfary, which killed him ; and who, having thus

faved himfelf, difappeared like a flafh of lightning. One

of the captive negroes related, that the eveningbefore they

were taken, a rebel, who had formerly deferted from Fau-

conberg was cut to pieces with fabres, by. Bonny's com-

mand, as two others had been before we took Gado-

Saby.

On the 6th of May it blew a violent hurricane, accom-

panied with thunder and lightning, fo that many trees

were torn up by the roots, and moft of the houfes on the

Hope blown down or unroofed ; my aerial palace, how-

ever, by good fortune, withftood this gale; and upon

the 8th, Joanna, with her boy, arriving at this place, I

promifed myfelf a fcene of happinefs equal to that I

experienced in 1774; efpecially as my family, my flieep,

and my poultry, were now doubled ; belides, I had at this

time a beautiful garden, and if I could not with propriety

be called a planter, I might at leaft claim, with fome degree

of juftice, the name of a little farmer.

On the 9th we all dined with Mr. de Graaff, at his beau-

tiful
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tifnl plantation Knoppemomboy in Caflawina Greek, where

this worthy man had foretold, before the birth of my
boy, that both he and his mother fhoiild one day be

happy and free. Here I faw the following roots and

plants, which I have not yet obferved.—The tayers, which

are the hearts of a farinaceous green .flirub, not above

two or three feet high, with remarkable large leaves, in

the form of a heart, the trunk fomething refembling that

of a banana-tree. This plant being cut down, and with

a knife divefted of its outer tegument, has the appear-

ance and confiftency of a yam or potatoe, but is better

eating, having a much finer grain. The tayers are of

different kinds ; the fmalleit is preferred, and made ufe

of in the fame manner as the above roots. I have here

alfo found a kind of real potatoe, and in large quantities,

but they are only ufed by the negroes, being inferior to

the hog-potatoes in Great Britain.

The tobacco plant grows here with large downy leaves,

full of fibres ; it flowers almoft continually, and will laft

for twelve or fourteen years, but is io inferior to the Vir-

ginia tobacco, that it is only ufed by the flaves. This

plant derived its name from the ifland 'Tobago^ where

it was firft difcovered, in 1560.

They have here alfo a kind of wild tea, which is

accounted very wholefome, but in my opinion is no

better than Englifli ground -ivy. I found plenty of

tomate, which being produced in many Britifh gar-

dens, I will not attempt to defcribe ; but only obferve

that
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that the Tews are particularly fond 'of it, and ftew it CHAP,

with butchers meat inftead or onions. _ - - j

ThQ phyJic-Jiut tree is likewife to be met with here; this

is a knotty flirub, that grows about ten or twelve feet in

height, and very {lender ; the nut that it produces has a

kernel like an almond, and taftes as well, provided it be

deprived of a thin white fkin that adheres to it, otherwife

a violent vomiting and purging is the immediate confe-

quence of fwaliowing it. They alfo fhewed me feveral

kinds of peas and beans, and other fruits growing in pods

;

fuch as the cajjia^ a fliining hard yellow feed inclofed in

a woody Ihell near lixteen inches long, and very fmall,

with a black foft pulp as fvveet as honey : this is confi-

dered as a very fafe laxative : the caflia grows on a tree

very common in Guiana, and which is called /o^^^ boonties

and cotiaan. Another kind of pod, named feve-yaars

bcontie^ is fo called, becaufe it is faid to be in bloflbm

feven years before it produces. The Ihrub called fnakee

weeree-weeree alfo grows here ; they told me it was a fo-

vereign remedy for fevers, and I take it to be the fame

as the ferpentaria Firginiana<, or Virginian fnake-root.

Laftly, I faw a vegetable or flower here called feven-

boom^ which is too frequently ufed by the young negro

girls to promote abortion, as are alfo the green pine-

apples, which are faid to have the fame efFe6l.

Thus having fpent not only an agreeable but an in-

ftru6tive day at Knoppemombo, we took leave of our

very good friend in the evening, and rowed contentedly

Vql. II. G g - back
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_
f

fents of every kind, amongft which were fome fine co-

coa-nuts, that one of his flaves, after walking, I may fay

more properly than climbing*, up the tree, had brought

down in my prefence, and after a fierce engagement with

a black ferpent upon the very top of it, which by the

help of his knife he vanquifhed, and to our admiration

dropped it down dead at our feet.

The flaves of the Hope and Fauconberg alfo tef-

tified their refpedt for Joanna and her boy, by bringing

in prefents of fowls, fruit, eggs, venifon, and fifh ; and

Mr. Palmer handfomely prefented us with a large quan-

tity of Indian corn to feed our poultry. Thus every

thing feemed to contribute to our fehcity, which was

however confiderably allayed by the difagreeable news

we received on the i8th, informing me of the death of

my dear friend, Mr. Walter Kennedy, fliortly after his

arrival in Holland +: it was now alfo confirmed that the

Dutch had refufed the Scots Brigade to his Britannic Ma-

jefty ; which greatly furprized me, as I confidered it as a

claim not only from affinity, but alfo by treaty.

To amufe my mind from thefe unpleafmg fubjeds, I

now paid a Ihort vifit to my French acquaintance Mon^

* See Vol. II. page 69. plate L.

+ This gentleman a little before his ing him with his dlflblution (which he

departure ftiewed me a letter from the un- had felt approach) was figned, « Your's

happy youth Campbell; which, after thank- « to eternity, R. C ;" and to his father

ing him for every civility, and acquaint- he had wrote the fame,

6 Jleur
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ftcur Cachelieu, at his plantation Egmond. Here, amongft chap,
other company, I met with an ItaUan, a planter called

,

^^^'

D'O—s, who had but one arm; with which, however, he

took up a knife at table, and without the fmalleft provo-

cation, as I fat next him, made a back thruft at me, to

the aftonifliment of all who were prefent. Having fortu-

nately parried the blow by beating up his elbow, which

occasioned the point of his knife to pafs over my fhoulder,

I ftarted up, and was going to put him inftantly to death

;

but this being prevented, I offered to fight him with one

hand tied behind me, and with any inftrument he chofe,

fill, bludgeon, fword, piftol, or even knife ; this the cow-

ardly afTaffin having refufed, was kicked out of company,

and fent home to his plantation called Hazard.

So violent was this unhappy man's difpofition, that fome

little time before, he ordered a poor negro woman,who was

advanced eight months in her pregnancy, to be flogged,

until her inteflines appeared, and that only for breaking

a tumbler. One of his male flaves, trying to evade his

feverity, was Ihot dead on the fpot ; and there was not a

flave belonging to his eftate but was cut by the lafli of

his whip from the neck to the heel.

Colonel Fburgeoiid now fending a proper fnpply of

men, with a furgeon and medicines, the Hope wore a

more pleafing afpe6t, and health and content began to be

vifible in every countenance. Amongft other things, I

encouraged the men to catch fifh, which were here in

abundance, and the negroes taught them how to make

G g 2 the
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CHAP, the proper fnares, fuch as t\iQ fpring-hook, and manfoa or

^
"^-^^'.^ fpring-bafket. I have given a reprefentation of both thefe

in the plate annexed, where the fpring-hook is expreffed

by the letter A, being a long elaftic pole, like a ftrong

fifhing-rod, ftuck in the ground under water, at the

other end of which is fixed a doable line, the fliortefl:

having faftened to it a fmall flick, ten inches long, and

the other the fame, but a little lower ; while at the ex-

tremity of this line is hooked a fmall fifh by the fins, in

fuch a manner as to fwim to and fro, and be a bait for

the larger fpecies. Two long flicks being next placed in

the ground fo as to appear above water, a third flick

much fhorter, forms them like a gallows ; above this

gallows is bent and fixed the elaflic pole, by means of

the double line and its beams; but in fo very flight

a manner, that upon the leafl touch the whole ap-

paratus gives way, and the large pole erefls itfelf, when

the fifh that occafioned the fpring, by taking the .bait,

is fufpended to the hook in the air, as exhbited by the

figure B.

The manfoa or fpring-bafket is much upon the fame

conflrudlion, and may be feen by referring to letter C,

where it is reprefented open and under water, with the

bait fwimming in it. This bafket is made of warimbo

reeds, in the form of a fugar-loaf (the above apparatus

being fixed to the middle) in the fmall end of which the

elaflic pole is failened, while at the other end is an open

trap-door, the whole being fapported in an ere(5l pofition

by

)
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by a forked Hick. No fooner has a large filli entered chaf.

and taken the bait, than this ^-ole, as in the former, eredts
y _yZi_»

itfelf with a fpring, and the fnap or trap-door flints on

the invader, and he is taken, as may be feen by letter D.

This differs from the former, no hook of any kind being

neceflary. An idea of the ingenuity of the negroes may

be formed from thefe conftrudtions, as this mode of

catching their fifli requires no attendance, for the fnaps

being fet at night, the fifh is found in the morning, which

is generally the newmara or barracota already defcribed.

Among the variety of fifli caught here was the filibay

a fmall oval fifh, marked not unlike a pine-apple ; the

/okay, which is a large fifh, and very good eating ; the

torro-torro, and another called tarpoen ; the firft three

feet in length ; the other, wliich is white, about two feet

fix inches.

On the. 26th, I faw a mofl furprifing difplay of adlivity,

flrength, and courage by a young female negro, called

Clardina^ at the Hope ; where a wild ftag having ftrayed

from the flock, at the moment it came bounding over

the foot-path flie feized it in full fpeed by the hinder

leg, but not being able to flop it, flie fuifered herfelf to

be dragged to a confiderable diftance, nor until fhe was

terribly wounded would fhe let go her hold.

The Hope was now truly a charming habitation, being

perfe<Slly dry even in fpring-tides, and wafhed by pleaf-

ing canals that let in the frefh-water every tide ; while

the hedges fuFrounding the fields and gardens were

neatly
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CHAP, neatly cut, and produced fruit and vegetables of many
XXV. fpecies for our ufe. The houfes and bridges were alfo

all repaired, while the ftridtefl: adherence to cleanlinefs

was recommended and enforced among the men : by

thefe means not one fick perfon out of fifty was now to

be found, where floth, ftench, and difeafe had fo lately

fpread their deftrudlive influence, and to which the land

and fea-fcurvy had given the moft fatal affiftance. Of

the above fcorbutic complaints, the former covers the

body over with blotches, and the latter chiefly affects the

teeth and gums.

I now enjoyed the greateft flow of health and fpirits,

while moft of my old fliip-mates were either dead or re-

turned to Europe ; not a fingle officer at this time being

in rank above me, except only fuch as had been formerly

inured to the Weft India climate.

But to return to my garden— this at prefent exhibited

carrots, cabbages, onions, cucumbers, lettuces, radillies,

pepper, creftes, Sec. all thriving as well as in Europe ;

befides forrel of two kinds, the common and the red, this

laft grows upon a flirub, and is excellent for making jam

or marmalade. The jeflamine alfo was found here of

different fpecies, that growing on a fmall tree being moft

admired : it is of a pale but beautiful red colour, and a

moft agreeable fmell ; the leaves are thick, fliining, and

filled with a milky juice. A fpecies of fenfitive flirub

they call JJjame -JJyame, grew alfo here, as did the fleep-

ing plant, fo called from its leaves, which are fet in pairs,

clapping
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dapping clofe together from fun-fet to fun-rife, and ap- Chap.
XXV

pearing as if the two were but one; but as foon as the fun
y

^_'^

is up they again oi^en, and refume their double form.

Tl^e above-mentioned flirubs were all difperfed through

my" hedges, befides pomegranates and Indian rofes, which

blow every day ; while a few elegant red-lilies, which

alfo grow wild in the favannas, adorned the banks of my
canals, the leaves of which flower have a very bright

and beautiful green polifli.

Thus fituated, we were viiited, amongft others, by a

Madame de Z—^, in company with her brother, and a

Mr. Scbadts, who were lately arrived from Holland ; this

lady was fuppofed the fineft woman that even Europe

produced, as well as the moft accompliQied. She fpoke

feveral languages, and was a perfedl miftrefs of mulic and

painting ; fhe danced elegantly, and rode vaftly well on

horfeback ; fhe even excelled in fliooting and fencing,

&c. In order to make her perfect miftrefs of all the fa-

ihionable exercifes, I offered her my affiftance in teach-

ing her to fwim, which, however, with a fmile, flie

thought proper to refufe.

My foldiers, and even negroes, feemed now completely

happy, amongft whom the moft perfed: harmony fub-

iifted ; while I frequently indulged them with a merry

evening, and a grey-beard of rum.

One night, in the midft of this feftivity, I fecretly or-

dered the fentinel to fire his piece, and caufe a falfe

[alarm, as if the enemy were on the eftate; when I had

the
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CHAP, the fatisfadlion to fee them feize their arms, and rufh

. _ __ _
'_f

out with the utmott order and intrepidity. This experi-

ment I was the rather indined to put in pra6tice, as it

was reported that the rebels intended foon to pay a vifit

to the River Comewina. But w^e foon experienced that

no fcene of perfe<5t felicity can be lafting, for the dry

feafon now fuddenly fetting-in, difeafe and mortality

once more began to rage among us, ten or twelve men
dying daily at the Java Creek and Magdenburg, while

thofe under my command at the Hope dirainiflied

hourly.

On the 3d, the furgeon made me the following report,

*' That my Enfign, Mr. DecabaneSy had his anchor-a-

*' peek, and would certainly fet fail for the other world

« with the ebb-tide ;" which was really the cafe, for he

died that very evening. This grieved me the more,

as he had obtained his commiffion through my intereft,

and bore an excellent character.

,On the 4th of June, the fpring-flood broke down my
dams while we were drinking the King's health, and laid

the whole poft under water, which created vaft confu-

fion ; and in this diftrefs the overfeer Blenderman re-

fufed to lend me any afliftance, which occafioned fo vio-

lent a quarrel, that he was glad to take to his heels, and

make his efcape from the plantation. I (hall never

have done mentioning the infolence of thefe favage

brutes, who mollly are the refufe of the earth, brought

pp in Germany, or elfewhere, under the cane of a corpo-

ral.
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ral. " Well,'' faid one of thefe mifcreants ironically to an chap.

old fr€e negro, " don't you believe that the nnonkies are •^^^'

** a race of damn'd Chriftians, who have been thus trans-

** formed for fliewing fo much lenity to fuch as you?"
—" No, fir," replied the black man, " we do not think that

** the monkies are damn'd Chriftians; but I, and all of u?,

" believe that many who call themfelves Chriftians are a

** pack of damnM monkies."— Which pointed repartee

afforded me infinite fatisfa6tion.

Of the adminiftrators I fhall fay nothing, nor of the

appraifers of eftates'; having, I believe, already mentioned

that the firft got ten per cent, of all the produce, and

many of the latter enrich the purchafers and themfelves

by felling under the value fuch property as is entrufted

to their care.

On the 7th, Mn Moryn, adminiftrator of the Hope,

being in a piece of newly-cultivated ground on the op-

pofite fliore, I rowed over to obtain fatisfadtion of the im-

pertinent Blenderman, who was along with him ; but

this fellow's cowardice being equal to his infolence and

barbarity, he made every concefllon, and promifed like-

wife to repair my dams, rather than run the rifque of

broken bones—thus a reconciliation was eftabliftied.

Walking through thefe new fields, where a neat houfe

was already built, I faw fome beautiful birds, amongft

which was the ivood-pecker. I ought indeed to have de-

fcribed this bird before, and another, the name unknown

to me, having had an opportunity of doing it when I was

at Magdenburg, but I then took only drawings of them.

Vol. II. H h The
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CHAP. The wood-pecker is about the fize of a thrufh, and of an;

^^^- elegant cinnaraon-coloiir, fpeckled with dark brown and

yellov/ ; near the rump it is entirely yellow ; the head is

crefted with a fire crown of fmall feathers, of the fame

colour as the body : the tail is long and black ; the

bill is ftraight, and of a lea-green colour, as are the legs

and iris of the eyes, under which oa each fide are two

fpots of beautiful crimfon.

The anonymous bird, which, however, the negroes

called woodo - kiifo -fowiOi from its feeding on wood~

lice, is larger than the former, and "uncommonly bril-

liant in its plumage; the head and upper part of its

body being of a rich grafs green ; the breaft and belly

crimfon, divided by an afh- coloured bar. The tail is

long, and of a dark blue, as are the prime feathers

in the wings, which are alfo divided from the green by

another aili-coloured bar ; the bill is yellow and hooked,

being furrounded by a number of fmall black feathers,

as are the eyes, the iris of which is of a blood colour.

(Both thefe birds may be feen in the annexed plate.)—As

I have already obferved, however rich and beautiful the

plumage may be which decorates the groves of Surinam,

the melodious fong there is but feldom heard. They had

alfo here the tame galinasy or Guinea-hens, called tokay,.

which being io well known in England, require no par-

ticular defcription.

Among the plants which I faw here was the Ame-

rican aloe, above half a foot in thicknefs, and twenty feet

high ; it is an ever-green, pithy within and without, co-

vered
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vered with fliarp-pointed follicles, grcrwdng lefs as they ap- chap.
proach the fummit. This tree has numerous thick leaves •^^-

^

diverging at its bafe, like the pine-apple plant, which are

very long, broad pointed, and dentulated with ftrong

prickles. On the top grows a cltifter of yellow flowers,

whofe pedicles contain the feed of future aloes, and which

never fail to come to perfe(5lion in the fpaoe oftwo months.

In the fkirts of the furrounding woods I faw alfo the

vanillas^ or banilla, which is a flirub that climbs up along

the trunks of other trees, adhering to the back like ne-

bees or ivy, by the help of its tendrils : the leaves are

prodigioufly thick, and dark green, the fruit confiiling

of a triangular pod fix or eight inches long, and filled

with fmall polifhed feeds. Thefe pods, being dried a

fortnight in the fun, become brown, and have a fat rich

aromatic tafte, and molt agreeable flavour ; on which ac-

count they are ufed to fcent the chocolate. There are

different kinds of vanilla, but that is moft efteemed

which has its pods the moft long and moft flender. The
negroes ftiewed me here alfo a fmall fweetifti feed, which

they called bongora.

As I returned to the ^Hope, I met Gojo, Joanna's uncle,

who had fhot one of the howling baboons^ which he

brought to the Hope to fhew it me. Thefe animals are

the fize of a fmall bull-dog, and the colour a reddifli-

brown, with long hair ; they have alfo a beard, and are

upon the whole extremely ugly; but what chiefly dif-

liuguifhes them from other monkies is their abominable

H h 2 howl,
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CHAP, howl, which they perform in chorus whole gronpes to-

XXV. gether, and fo loud, that it may be heard above a mile ;

thefe difcordant concerts, the negroes told me, they ge-

nerally repeat, both night and day, at the time of high

water, which, it is ftippofed, the baboons know by in-

ftindt.—When fpeaking of inftindl in animals, I cannot

omit relating the following lingular faft ; after which 1

fliall return to the hiftorical part of my narrative.

On the x6th I was vilited by a neighbouring gentle-

man, whom I conducted up my ladder; but he had no

fooner entered my aerial dwelling, than he leapt down

from the top to the ground, roaring like a madman with

agony and pain, after which he inftantly plunged his

head into the river; but looking up, I foon difcovered

the caufe of his diftrefs to be an enormous neft of wild

hees or zmffee-wajfeey in the thatch, direftly above my
head, as I ftood within my door; when 1 immediately took

to my heels as he had done, and ordered them to be de-

moliflied by my flaves without delay. A tar mop was

now brought, and the devaftation juft going to com-

mence, when an old negro ftepped up, and oifered to re-

ceive any punifhment I fliould decree if ever one of thefe

bees fhould fting me in per/on. " MaflTera," faid he, " they

" would have ftung you long ere now had you been a

*' ftranger to them; but they being your tenants, that is

" gradually allowed to build upon your premiffes, they

*' afTuredly know both you and your's, and will never

" hurt either you or them." I inftantly affented to the

propofition.
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propofition, and tying the old black man to a tree, or- CHAP.

dered my boy Quaco to afcend the ladder quite naked, ^^v.

Avhich he did, and was not ilung ; I then ventured

to follow, and 1 declare upon my honour, that even after

fhaking the neft, which made its inhabitants buz about

my ears, not a fingle bee attempted to fting me. I next

releafed the old negro, and rewarded him with a gallon

of rum and five fhillings for the difcovery. This fwarm

of bees I fince kept unhurt, as my body-guards, and they

have made many overfeers take a defperate leap for my
amufement, as 1 generally fent them up my ladder upon

fome frivolous meffage, when I wiflied to punifli them

for injuftice and cruelty, which was not feldom.

The above negro affured me, that on his mailer's

eftate was an ancient tree, in which had been lodged

ever fince he could remember, a fociety of birds, and an-

other of bees<i who lived in the greatefl harmony toge-

ther ; but fliould any ft:range birds come to difturb or

feed upon the bees, they were infl:antly repulfed by their

feathered allies, and if flirange bees dared to venture near

the birds nefts, the native fwarm attacked the invaders,

and fl:ung them to death : that his mafter and family

had fo much refpecft for the above affociation, that the

tree was confidered as facred, and was not to be touched

by an axe until it fliould yield to all-deftroying time.

On the 22d, a patrole arrived from Rietwyk, in Pirica,

who informed me, that a party of our troops were juft

returned to Java Creek from a cruize to Vredenburgy at

9 the
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CHAP, the Marawina; and that, in conjunflion with the rangers,
XXV.

they had during this campaign deftroyed many fields of

provifions belonging to the rebels : alfo, that for their

faithful fervices, our fable allies had been complimented

by the Society with new arms, and, for the firft time,

cloathed in green uniform jackets. I further learned

that the ambajfadors to the Owea and Serajneca negroes

were returned after a fruitlefs journey, as neither of thefe

aiTociations would lend the fmalleft affiftance. In confe-

quence of this refufal. Colonel Fourgeoud, being w^earied

himfelf, and having exhaufted his troops in deftroying

moft of the rebel fettlements, at length determined to re-

linquifli the whole expedition ; which refolution he pre-

vioufly communicated to his Serene Highnefs the Prince

of Orange at the Hague.

On the 23d I received pofitive orders to prepare and be

ready on the T5th of July, to break up, with all the troops

under my command, leave the River Comewina, and

row down to Paramaribo, where the tranfport fliips were

put in commiflion to convey us back to Holland. This

order I inftantly read before the front to all my men, who

received it with unbounded joy and three cheers—but I

alone fighed bitterly.— Oh my Joanna! Oh my boy!

who were at this time both dangeroufly ill, the one with

a fever, the other with convulfions, fo that neither were

expedled to furvive. Add to this, that I ran a nail quite

through my foot—thus was completely miferable.

puring this fcene of ficknefs and diftjrefs, the Jirix or

nkht'
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night -owl of Guiana regularly paid us his no<Slurnal vi-

fits, even in the apartment where we lay, pouring out his

melancholy hootings, until he was killed by one of my
black attendants. This bird is here called Ooroocoocooy

from its note, to x^i'hich this word has fome affinity. It

is about the fize of a pigeon ; the bill is yellow, and

hooked like that of a fparrow-hawk ; the eyes are alfa

yellow ; the tongue is clovenj; the ears very vifible ; the

legs ftrong, fliort, and armed with fharp claws : the ge*

neral colour of this bird is a pale brown, except the breaft

and belly, which are white, intermixed with fome fpots

of amber. The fuperftitious negroes generally believe

that where the night-owl makes his appearance morta-

lity mull enfue: which prejudice is the more excufable,

as this creature only frequents the aprartments of the

lick ; but the real caufe which attracts the animal, I ap-

prehend to be the lights that upon thefe occafions are

generally kept burning all night, or poffibly the morbid

and putrid air, which excites its appetite for prey.

An old Indian woman of Joanna's acquaintance being

now fent for to the Hope, I myfelf was foon cured by her

Ikill and attention; but my little family continued fovery

unwell, that I thought it right to fend them to Parama-

ribo before it was too late. And on the loth of July I

fent all my Iheep and poultry to Fauconberg, one couple

of fat ewes excepted, which I killed, and with which, by

the addition of filh and venifon, I entertained for two

days following twenty-four of the moft relpedable inha-

bitants
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bitants in the river, while the white bread, fruit, and

Spanifli wines to help out the feaft, I received as a pre-

fent from my very worthy friend, Mr. James Goiirland,

at Berghoven.

On the 13th I ordered down the troops from Claren-

beek) where an hofpital had been a fecond time erected,

and they this evening anchored off the Hope.

On the 14th, an officer of the Honourable Society

troops arrived to relieve me in the command of the river;

and his men from that moment began to perform the

duty.

I now removed my flag from the Hope to the barges

;

and in the evening took my laft farewel of JoannaJs

relations on the Fauconberg eftate; who, crouding round

me, exprefled their forrow aloud for my departure, and

with tears invoked the protection of Heaven for my fafe

and profperous voyage.

On the 15th we finally left the Hope, having marched

my troops on board the barges at ten o'clock, A.M.; and

at noon I fired my piftol as a fignal to weigh anchor,

when we immediately proceeded down the River Come-

wina for the roads of Paramaribo, to be embarked on

board the tranfport Ihips for Europe.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XXVI.

The 'Troops on Board—Again ordered to dijemhark—Great

Bejedfion—•Mutiny—Infolent ConduB of an Qwca Negro

Captain—l^ear t-wo hundred Sick fent to Holland—G£ne-

ral Defeription of the African Negroes.

ON the evening of the 15th of July, we anchored off char
the eftate Berkllioven, v/here I fpent the night

•^^^'^^•

afliore with my friend Gourley ; and in the morning we
continued to row down the river, when I took my laft

farewel of Mr. Palmer. I pafled the.evening of the 17th

with Captain Mac Neyl ; and, on the i8th, the whole

fleet, confifting of my own barges, together with three

from Magdenberg, and thofe from the River Cottica^ ar-

rived fafe at anchor in the roads of Paramaribo, where

three transports lay ready to receive us, on board of

which veffels I immediately embarked all the troops that

had come down under my command.

This fervice being accompliflied, I went afliore, and

made my report to Colonel Fourgeoud ; after which I

went to vifit Joanna and her boy, whom, to my great joy,

I found very much recovered.

The following day 1 was again fent on board, to make

the neceffary arrangements for the voyage ; and on the

2Gth .1 dined with Colonel Fourgeoud, where, to my
VpL. II. I i furprizcj
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» "^^-^'
,
mentioned; the one is called the haddocky being much

like ours, but rather larger and whiter coloured : the other

the feparee, which a little refembles the fkait. At the

delTert was a fruit called in Surinam zurzucka^ which I

believe by the Englifh is called the four-Jap. It grows-

upon a tree of a moderate fize, with a grey bark, and

leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, but fet in pairs ; the

fruit is of a pyramidical form, heavier than the largeft

pear, and all covered over with inoffenfive prickles : the

jfkin is very thin, the pulp a foft pithy fubftance as white

as milk, and of a fweet tafte, mixed with a moft agreea-

ble acid, in which are feeds like the large kernels of an

apple. Another fpecies oi fjnall zurzacka ^xo\N'i>m.\)L{\%-

country, fomething refembling hops, but is of no ufe

whatever. We had alfo the fruit called fabatille, which

grows on a large tree, the leaves like thofe of the laurel.

This fruit is the fize of a peach, very round, and of a

brown colour, covered over with a foft down : when cut

in two, the pulp is not unlike marmalade, in which are

found the feeds ; it is fuch a lufcious fweet, that to many
palates it is even difagreeable.

On the 2 1 ft we once more received our clearance, but

in card money, by which we all loft very confiderably

;

however, I inftantly went to Mrs. Godefroy, and again

gave her all the money that was in my pocket, being no

more than £, 40. This excellent woman now renewed

her entreaties that I Ihould carry my boy and his mother

with
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mth me to Holland, but to no purpofe ; Joanna was CHAP,

perfedtly immoveable, even to a degree of heroifm, and

no perfuafion could make the lead impreflion upon her,

until her redemption llTiould be made complete by the

payment of the very lall farthing. In this fituation we

afFe6led to bear our fate with perfciS refignation, though

what each of us felt in particvilar may much more eafily

be imagined than defcribed.

The regiment's colours were now carried on board on

the 23d in great ftate, which put a final clofe to the ex-

pedition, but without receiving any honours from Fort

Zealandia, not a lingle gun being fired, nor even the flag

hoifted on the occafion, to the great mortification of Co-

lonel Fourgeoud, though in effedl it was chiefly owing to

his own negle6t, as he had never given the Governor

official notice of his intended departure. The baggage

\vas alfo fent on board the fiiips ; and a gentleman of the

name of Van Heyjl entertained the marines at his private

expence with three hundred bottles of wine, fruit, &c,

I have often remarked the hofpitality and generofity of

thefe people, which I now alfo once more experienced,

receiving various prefents of fruits and preferves from

my numerous friends, to refrefh me at fea while on the

voyage; amongftthe preferves were the i^vci-Ao. pappdyaSf

the male bearing no fruit. This grows on a grey trunk,

near twenty feet high, fi:raight, and pithy within, the top

being covered with a crown, and only fourteen or fixteen

diverging leaves, extremely large and digitated. The

fruit grows clofe to the trunk; the flower or bloflbm has

I i 2 a molt
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CHAP, a moll cleliGious fragrance. When ripe, it is the fize and"

.

J^^^^'

.

fhape of a water-melon, and turns from green to yellow,

but its pulp is more firm and folid : the inner pulp is foft

and flimy, filled with innumerable feeds. This fruit at

full maturity is cut in pieces and boiled, when it eats like

Englifh turnips ; but they ufe^ it principally for confec-

tionary and fweetmeats, when young, and with its blof-

foms being both extremely delicate and wholefome. I had

alfo fent me fome fine preferved ^//z^-^r ; this is the root

of a kind of reedy ftalk, that never exceeds two feet in

height, with long, narrow pointed leaves. Thefe roots are

tuberous, flattifh, fmall, and cluflered in many different

Ihapes, not unlike pig-potatoes, and of nearly the fame

colour in the infide, but fibrous, acid, hot, and aromatic;

the fmell is highly fragrant : it is well known to be not

only an agi"eeable preferve, but in many cafes an excel-

lent medicine. But to proceed.

On the 24th of July, the fails being bent to the yards,

we af lajl proceeded in corps to take leave of his Excellency

the Governor of the colony, who, while he ftill received us

with the greateft politenefs, yet gave our hero to under-

fland, that were his colours now to be fent on board, they

Ihould moft certainly be faluted with thofe honours which

indifputably were their due. After which he fent the

whole corps of Society officers to the head-quarters in

Hate, to wifli us a profperous voyage to Holland ; and in

this conteft of etiquette his Excellency moft aflTuredly led

the van ; for hinting which, however, to fome of Four-

geoud's favourites, I had nearly engaged myfelf once more

in
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in a ferious quarrel. Our men, who had been on board chap.

fince the i8tb, being now joined by their officers, the

poor remains of this fine regiment were thus finally em-

barked, and in the higheft flow of fpirits, expedting to

let fail the following day for Europe ; while (one alone

excepted) every countenance wore the appearance of

happinefs and joy ; and nothing indeed could equal the

exultation of the few furviving troops, when the next

morning the orders were ilTued for the fliips to weigh

anchor and put to fea.

But it was by fate ordained that their eager hopes

and expe6lations once more fliould be blafted : for on

the very moment of departure, a fliip entered the river

with difpatches, inclofing an order for the regiment

immediately to re-enter the woods, and remain in the

colony until relieved by frefh troops to be fent out from

Holland for that purpofe. The sincere thanks of

his Serene Highnefs the Prince of Orange were now

read to the men from the quarter-deck of each velTel,

" for the manly and fpirited condud; they had difplayed

'* during fo long a trial, and fo many great and unpre-

" cedented hardfhips ;" but as they concluded with or-

ders for the troops to difembark, and remain in this

dreadful fervice, I never faw dejedlion, difappointment,

and defpair fo flrongly marked : while at this moment

I, who but juft before had been completely miferable,

was now in turn the only one who was not deprelTed

with forrow.

In
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v_ .
'_' ^^^^^ ^o S^^^ three cheers, which the marines on board

one of the veffels abfohitely refufed to comply with:

Colonel Seyburg, and unluckily myfelf, were in confe-

quence ordered to compel them; which he undertook.

With a cane in one hand, and a loaded piftol cocked in the

other. Knowing his temper to be fiery and irafcible,

what did I not feel at this moment ? I fuddenly leapt

into the boat that lay along-fide, where, after haranguing

thofe few that leaned over the' gunwale, I promifed the

Jbifs crew twenty gallons of Holland's gin if they would

only begin the melancholy chorus. Then mounting

again the quarter-deck, I acquainted the Colonel that all

were now ready and willing to obey his commands

;

we then re-entered the boat, and in flioving off had the

fatisfafiion to receive three hearty cheers from the failors,

in which joined a few marines, but with fuch languid

looks and heavy hearts as cannot be defcribed.

At this time however the Prince of Orange's goodnefs

of heart appeared in a confpicuous light, as he ordered

all private accounts due by the troops to furgeons and

phyQcians to be paid by the treafury; which, however

trifling it may appear, was no trifle to many of the offi-

cers, &c. and evinced an attention in his Serene Highnefs

which is not always to be found in princes, while all

knew his forrow for the hard lot of his foldiers, but

which could not yet be difpenfed with, confiftent with the

general good.

5 If
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If aur difembarkation diftreilbd the troops, it afforded CHAP,
joy to moft of the colonifts ; as indeed a petition, figned

by the principal inhabitants, had been prefented to Co-

lonel Fonrgeoud but two days before, <* praying that our

<* regiment might ftay fome time longer, and give the

" finifhing ftroke to the rebels, as we had fo glorioufly

*' begun, and perfevered in routing and harafling them ;'*

which indeed was certainly true, for our regiment, in

conjunction with the Society and rangers, had demoliflied

moft fettlements the rebels poflefled in the colony, and

had driven them to fo confiderable a diftance, that their

depredations, and the defertion of flaves, were incompa-

rably lefs than upon our arrival ; and this was affuredly

much better than the Dutch making a fhameful peace

with them, as had been done with the rebels of the

Owca and Sarameca fettlements before, yet which would

probably again have been the confequence had we not

landed in Guiana.

As an inftance of the infolence oi favages, when per-

fedlly independant, I muft relate a converfation which

paffed between one of this defcription and myfelf at Pa-

ramaribo, where the troops were allowed fome time to
"

refrefli themfelves before they again retook the field :

—

Dining one day at Captain Mac Neyl's, who was now
come to town from his eftate, a captain of the Owca ne-

groes, owvfuppofed allies, came in to demand money from

his lady ; and being very importunate, I defired her in

Englifh to " give him a dram, and he would be gone ;"

which the fellow underftanding, called me without the

door.
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CHAP, door, and lifting up his filver-headed.cane, afked me," If

« that honfe was my own ? and if not, what bufinefs I

" had to interfere ? I am," faid he, in a thundering

voice, " Captain Fortune Dago-So ; and, if I had you in

<' my country at Owca, I would make the very earth

«' drink up your blood." To which 1 replied, drawing

my fword, " That my name was Stedman ; and that if he

<* dared to utter one infolent expreflion more, my wea-

<« pon lliould find the fhorteft way ^through Jiis body."

Upon which he fnapped his fingers, and marched q%
leaving me much difpleafed, and blaming Fourgeoud for

fliewing fo much indulgence to.fuch a fet of banditti. In

the evening? as I returned from dinner, I met the fame

black fellow again, who, ftepping fliort up to me, faid,,

"" Maflera, you are a man, a very brave fellow ; won't

" you now givefome money to the Owca Captain ?" This

I fternly refufed ; he then kified my hand, and Ihewe.d

his teeth (he faid) in token of reconciliation, promif-

ing to fend me a prefent of piftachio-nuts, which, how-

ever, never did arrive, nor indeed fliould I have tafted.

Though we continued in Surinam fome time longer,

our future fervices could add but very little to its pro-

fperity, as our numbers were now fo very few, and put

of this number, fmall as it was, nine officers and above 07Je

hundred andfixty privates, all fick and incurable, embark-

ed again for Holland oi;i the ift of Auguft. I was ill with

an ague at this time, and had the offer of making one of

the party, but declined it, being determined to fee the

end of the expedition if I,could; I however availed my felf

of
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of the opportunity to fend fome prefents to my friends chap.
in Europe ; amongft thefe were a couple of beautiful .

^_^^^'

parrots, two curious monkies, an elegant colledion of

fine butterflies, three chefts of fweetmeats, and fome

pickles, all Ihipped on board the fhip Paramaribo^ and

under the care of Serjeant Fowler, who was, poor fellow,

one of the invalids bound for Amftefdam.

Major Medlar being quite emaciated with fatigue and

hardfliips, now alfo failed for Holland ; thus, during his

abfence a6ting as major, I began to entertain an expec-

tation that I Ihould one day carry home the regiment

myfelf, fo very rapidly were our officers daily diminifh-

ing ; and yet amongft thofe few who remained two had

the courage at this time to venture upon matrimony,

and married two Creole ladies, both widows.

Every thing now being peaceable and quiet, I recover-

ed my ftrength fo far as on the loth to walk to Mrs.

Godefroy, when I acquainted her that I wiflied much to

emancipate at leaft 'johnny Stedman\ and requefted her to

become bail before the court, for the ufual fum of jT. 300,

as he fhould never be any charge to the colony of

Surinam. But this fhe peremptorily declined, though

there was no rifque, it being only a matter of form ; at

which I could not help feeling fome aftonifhment, till I

was acquainted that Ihe had acSlually refufed the fame
favour to her own fon.

The mention of flavery reminds me of a debt which
I feem to have incurred to my reader. I have from

time to time given fome account of the mode in which

Vol. II. Kk flaves
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* ner in which they are treated—But I feel that I have

not been fufficiently full upon this fubjeft ; and I

am the more difpofed to bring forward all the infor-

mation that I have gained concerning the negroes, be-

caufe I flatte;- myf^lf that I fhall be able to bring fome

truths to light, that have hitherto been unobferved or im-

perfe6lly related, at leaft to the generality of Europeans.

In the firfl: place, as to the complexion of a negro,,

this, as 1 have obferved before, is I am perfuaded en-

tirely owing to the burning climate in which he lives,^.

and an atmofphere ftill more heated by the fandy defarts,,

over which the trade winds pafs before they reach the

habitable parts. The Indians of America,,on the contrary,,

who indeed live under the fame degree of latitude, have

this wind refrellied by the Atlantic Ocean, and are cop-^

per-coloured ; and the inhabitants of Abyflinia, who re-

ceive it cooled by the Arabian and the Indian Seas, are

entirely olive. Thus north of the great River Senegal the

complexion changes firom black to brown amongft the

Moors, as it does toward the fouth amongft the Caffrarians

and the Hottentots ;. and I am of opinion, that the woolly

texture of their hair is an effect proceeding from the

fame caufe. The epidermis or cuticle of the negroes I

have feen diffe(£l:ed more than once ; it is clear and tranf-

parent, but between this and the real fkin lies a thin foli-

licle, which is perfed;ly black, which being removed by

fevere flagellation, or by fcalding, expofes a complexion;

not inferior to that of an European.

« On
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On the eftate Vojfenbergh., in Surinam, were born two CHAP.

white negroes, whofe parents were both perfedlly black ; . ,

the one was a female, fent to Paris in 1734 ; the other a

boy, born in March 1738. And in 1794, a fimilar Atroman,

Emetia Lezvfam, was exhibited in England, whofe children

(though fhe is married to an European) are all mulattoes.

The fkin of thefe people is not of the Eiiropean white, but

more refembles chalk; their hair the fame; their eyes

are often red *, and they fee very little in the fun-fhine,

neither are they fit for any kind of labour ; while their

mental faculties, I have been told, ufually correfpond with

the debility of their bodies.

With refped: to thejhape of the African negroes, it is

from head to foot certainly different from the European

mould, though not, in my opinion, in any degree in-

ferior, prejudice being laid afide. Their ftrong features,

flat nofes, thick lips, and high cheek bones, may appear

deformities to us,' and yet amongft themfelves may be ef-

teemed the reverfe; their bright black eyes, and fine

white teeth, we are forced to admire ; and one decided

advantage in a black complexion is, that all thofe languid

pale fickly-looking countenances, fo common in Europe,

are never exhibited among them, nor are the wrinkles

and ravages of age equally confpicuous ; though I mull

confefs that when a negro is very ill, his black changes-

to a very difagreeable fallow olive.

* This is Well known to be the cafe &c. that are perfe6Ujr white, to have their

with many other animals, as rabbits, mice, eyes bkad-fohnretl,

K k 2 For
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ferable to otirs,- being generally flrong and mufcular near

the trunk, and flender towards the extremities; they have

moftly a remarkable fine cheft, but are fmall about the

hips ; their buttocks^re more prominent, and their necks

are thicker than ours; the thighs are ftrong, as alfo^e

arms above the elbow, but the wrifts and lower part of

the legs are very flender; and a good deal indeed of the

Herculean make of the late Braughton the pugilift may

be traced in the form of a vigorous negro. As to the

crookednefs of their lunbs, it is to be accouate'd for by

the manner in which they are. carried whilft infants upon

the mother's back, their tender legs being tied clofe round

each fide of her waift, which occafions that unnatural

bent, with which they are not born. : nor are their

children ever taught to walk, but left to creep amongft

the fand and grafs, until they gradually acquire ftrength

and inclination to ere<5t themfelves, which they do very,

foon; by this cuflom, however, the pofition of their feefc

is much negleded, yet by exercife, and daily bathing,.,

they acquire that ftrength and agility,^ for which they

are fo remarkable.

Another cuftom which, in their opinion, eonduee&

much to their health and vigour is, that, during the tw(k

years in which the mothers fuekle their children, they>

frequently make them fwallow large quantities of water,,

after which they fliake them twice a day, with much
violence; they are then taken by a leg or an arm, and

toffcd
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toffed into the river, to be well fcoured outwardly ; nor G H A P.

XXVI
are the females exempt from this mode of rearing youth, '

f

which renders them not inferior to the men, in fize alone

excepted, while fome in running, fwimming, climbing,

and dancing, as well as wreftling, are even their fur

periors: thus,. that itdepends on education to form a.race

of Amazonian females, is a propolition of which I have

vexy little doubt.

Nor are thefe hardy daughters- of the Torrid Zone

lefs remarkable for propagation. I knew a female fer-

vant at Mr. de Graaf's, called Lefperdnza, who adlu-

ally bore nine childr.en in the courfe of three years,,

tlie firft year four, the next two, and the third three.

They bring their offspring into the world without pain,

and like the Indian women refuming their domeftic em-

ployments even the fame day. During the firft week.

their infants are as fair as any Europeans, except that in

the males there is a little appearance of black in a certain

partf and. the whole body becomes gradually of that co-

lour. Their females arrive.earlyat the age of , puberty ;

.

but, as in the fruits of this climate, this early maturity is

fucceeded. by a fudden decay. Many of. the. negroes,.

however, live to, a very confiderable age :. I have feen.one

or. two that were above one hundred;, and the London

Chronicle for October 5, 1780, makes mention of a negro

woman, called Louifa truxQ, ,at l^ucomea, ia South Ame-
rica, ftill living, at the furprizing age of one hundred

and feventy-five years. In what tables of longevity is

there fuch an.European to be found? though moft pro-

bably
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^ ', labour, like other flaves ; which, though a negro can

bear much better in a tropical climaite than a native of

Europe, yet cannot be natural, either on the coaft of

Guinea or Guiana, where, without toil, the neceffaries

of life are produced, and vegetation fiourifhes fponta-

neoufly for ever.

In the conftitution of the negroes I have Itill obferved

this fingularity, that while they bear the fatigue of

labour in the hotteft days, they can alfo bear the cold

and damp better than an European, at leaft better than I

could; lleeping all night on the wet grafs, perfedtly

naked, without any injury to their health, while I have

been glad, efpecially early in the morning, to have a fire

lit under my hammock, and while the 'marines for want

of it lay in a fliiver. They alfo bear hunger and thirft,

and pain or ficknefs, with the greateft patience and refo-

lution.

I have formerly mentioned the names of more than

a dozen of negro tribes : all thefe know each other by

the different marks and incifion^ made on their bodies

— for inftance, the Coromantyn negroes, who are moft

efteemed, cut three or four long gafhes on each of their

cheeks, as reprefented in the face of the armed free negro

or ranger, in plate VII.

The Loango negroes, who are reckoned the worft, dif-

^inguilh themfelves by pun6turing or marking the fkin

of their fides, arms, and thighs with fquare elevated

figures, fomething like dice. (See plate LXVIII.) Thefe

alfo
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alfb cut their fore-teeth to a fharp point, which gives CHAP*

Hhem a frightful appearance, refembling in fome degree
^XVI.

thofe of a fhark : and all their males are circumcifed, after

the manner of the Jews.

Among the ftrange produ6lions of nature, a fpecies of

people known by the name of Accorees^ deferves to be

particularly noticed.—The Accorees, or Two-fingers, live

amongft the Seramaca negroes, in the very upper parts of

the river of that name. This heterogeneous tribe are fo-

deformed ia their hands and feet, that while fome have

three or four fingers and toes on each hand and footy.

others have only two, which refemble the claws of a

Ibbfter, or rather limbs that have been cured after mu~
tilation by fire, or fome other accident. This deformity

"in one perfon would caufe but fmall admiration; but thaJr

a whole community fliould be afflicted with this flngula^^

pity, is certainly a moft wonderful phaenomenon. Having

feen but two myfelf, and that at too great a dillance to

take a drawing of them, 1 cannot pretend to vouch for the

truth of what I have only heard;, but an engraving of one

©f thefe figures was pofitively fent to the Society of Arts^

and Sciences at Haerlem ; while I beg leave to introduce, as

a further voucher, the following extradt from an old book

of furgery and anatomy, procured me by the ingenious

and learned Owen Cambridge, Efquire, of 'Twickenham.

" After Michaelmas term, in the-year 1629, a body was

" brought from the place of execution to the College of

** Phyficians, to be cut up for an anatomy; and by chance

« the
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CHAP. " the officer of the college brought the body of a cruel

^^^^ " wretch, who had murdered the fon of one Mailer Scot,

** a furgeon of good note in this city. This wretch was

<^ of a very truculent countenance and afpedl ; his hair

** was black and curled, not very long, but thick and

" bufhy ; his forehead little above an inch high ; his

<« brows great and prominent ; his eyes fet deep in their

« fockets; his nofe crooked, with a round knob or button

" at the end, which alfo fomewhat turned upwards ; on

'< his upper lip he had fome quantity of black hair, on

" his chin very few, ftraggling, black and ftifF; and his

** nether lip was as big as three lips. Such was his face :

*' but the greateft deformity was his feet, and that almoft

«< to admiration ; for they were both cloven, but not

« alike. One foot was equally divided between four and

<« five inches deep into two toes, jointed like other men's

«< toes, but as large each of them as half the foot could

« make them, with nails proportionable. The left foot

«< was divided likewife in the middle, but the divifion

*' was not above three inches deep, or fcarce fo much

;

« the one half, which was towards the body, made one

« large toe, with a nail proportionable, like the inward

** half of the right foot ; but the outward half was com-

« pounded of two toes, yet growing clofe and fall to-

*' gether. This monftrous Ihape of a man I have thought

« good to give this relation of, from certain knowledge,

<* for there were a thoufand witneffes of it prefent."

With the languages of the African negroes I am bvit

little
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little acquainted ; as a fpecimen, however, I will infert a CHAP,
few fentences of that called the Coromantyn^ upon the

credit of my hoy Quaco, who belonged to that nation, to-

gether with a tranflation in Englifli ; and only obferve,

that they break off their words very lliort, in a kind of

guttural manner, which I. cannot eafily defcribe:—For in-

fiance — " Co fa anfyo, na baramon bra. Go to the

" river, and bring me fome water."—" Mee yeree, naco-

" meda mee. My wife, I want fome food." So much
for the Coromantyn language, as fpoken by the negroes

on the coaft of Guinea.

But as to that fpoken by the black people in Suri-

nam, I conlider myfelf a perfe(51: matter, it being a com-

pound of Dutch, French, Spanifli, Portuguefe, and Eng-

lifli. The latter they like beft, and confequently ufe the

moft. It has been already obferved, that the Englifli

were the firft Europeans who pofleffed this colony, hence

probably the predilection for that language, which they

have ftill retained. In this mixed dialeit, for which I

have feen a printed grammar, the words end moftly with

a vowel, like the Indian and Italian, and it is fo fweet, fo

fonorous and foft, that the genteeleft Europeans in Su-

rinam fpeak little elfe ; it is alfo wonderfully expreflive

and fentimental, fuch as, " Good eating, Jweety-7nuffo
:'—

" Gun-powder, man fanny:'—^ I will love you, with all

" my heart, fo long as I live, Mee faloby you, lattga alia

" mee batty,fo langa me leebyr-^'^ A pleafing \.2Xt^ananaffy

Vol. II. LI «< /ory."
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CHAP. « /(jry."—" I am very angry, 7ne batty brun.''—^^ Live

XXVL ^^ ^Qj-jg^ fo Jong until your hair become white as cotton,

" Lebee langa, tay, tay^ ta-yyou weeree weeree tan witylikee

" catoo:'^ " Small, peekeen:'—" Very fmall, peekeenee-

t( neer—« Farewel ! Good-bye ! I am dying, and going to

"my God, Ad'wfo, cerroboay, jnee de go dede, me de go na

" mee Gado^'—ln this fample, many corrupt Englifh words

are perceptible, which however begin to grow out of ufe

near the capital, but are ftill retained in the diftant plan-

tations ; for inftance, at the eftate Goet-Accoord, in Cottica,

I have heard an old negro woman fay, " We lobee fo lebee

" togedderey^ by which flie meant, we love to live toge-

ther ; and at Paramaribo to exprefs the fame fentence,

*'' Wee looko for tanna macandera^''

Their vocal mufic is like that of the birds, melodious,

but without time, and in other refpeils not unlike that of

a clerk performing to the congregation, one perfon con-

ftantly pronouncing a fentence extempore, which he next

hums or whittles, and then all the others repeat the fame

in chorus; another fentence is then fpoken, and the

chorus is a fecond time renewed, &c.

This kind of finging is much pra6tifed by the barge

rowers or boat negroes on the water, efpecially dur-

ing the night in a clear moonfliine ; it is to them pe-

culiarly animating, and may, together with the found of

their oars, be heard at a.confiderable diftance.

As a fpecimen, I have tried to fet the following words

* ... to
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to mufic, fuppofing a ranger going to. battle, and thus

taking leave of his girl

:

«59

CHAP.
XXVI.

^^^^^Tttt î^l^^g^^
Oan bus adhji - e da fo adloffb me de -go

One bufs good-by o 'tis fo good-by girl I muft go

me loby fo fighty me man

I love for to fight like a tsaii o

^«^ F^ ^^^ 3=a: -e-9-^
Amimba 7ne dego iia boofy o da fo

Ajitimba I go to the woods o 'tis fo

adiojjo me do go.

good-by girl, I muft go.

Such is their vocal melody ; and of their inftrumental

mufic, and dancing, which is perfectly to time, I fliall

fpeak hereafter, having already given a lliort account of

that which is pra6liied by the Loango negroes. That

thefe people are neither divefted of a good ear, nor

poetical genius, has been frequently proved, when they

have had the advantages of a good education. Amongft

others, Fhillis JVheatley, V\'ho was a ilave at Bojlon in

New England, learned the Latin language, and wrote

thirty-eight elegant pieces of poetry on different fubjedts,

which were publifhed in 1773. As a fpecimen, I cannot

refrain here inferting the following extra6l from that en-

titled, " Thoughts on Imagination'^

" Now herCj now there, the roving fancy files,

" Till fome lov'd objefl: ftrikes her wand'ring eycSj

<* Whofe filken fetters all the fenfes bind,

*' And foft captivity iavades the mind.

L I 2 tt Imagi-
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^^^^' " Or where defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfc ?

" Soaring through air to find the bright abode,

*' Th' imperial palace of the thundering God.

" We on thy pinions can furpafs the wind,

*' And leave the rolling univerfe behind.

" From ftar to flar the mental optics rove,

" Meafufe the fkles, and range the realms above j

*' There in one view we grafp the mighty whole,

" Or with new worlds amaze th' unbounded foul."

What can be more beautiful and fublime ? —

Ignatius Sancho, a negro, many years fervant to the

Duke of Montagu, whofe fentimental letters, fo generally

known, would not difgrace the pen of an European, may

alfo be mentioned on this occafion ; and with regard to

their powers of memory and calculation, I fliall only notice

I'bomas Fuller^ a negro, the property of a Mrs. Cox in

Maryland, North America ; and quote one lingular anec-

dote, as it is related by Dr. RuJ]j of Pbiladelpbia, in a letter

to a gentleman at Manchefter.

" Being travelling," fays the Dpdor, " with fome other

*' gentlemen of this city, through Maryland, and having

*' heard of the aftonilliing powers of memory in arith-

" metical calculation poffelTed by Thomas Fuller, a negro,

** we fent for him; when one of the gentlemen in com-
*' pany afked him, how many feconds a man of feventy

" years, fome odd months, weeks and days, had lived ?

" He told the exa6\ number in a minute and a half.

4- " When
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" When the gentleman who had afked the queflion took chap.
XXVJ

" his pen, and having calculated the fame by figures, told ^^^.^-^
" the negro he muft be miftaken, as the number he had

" mentioned was certainly too great. * Top, Maffera,' faid

" the negro, * you have omitted the leap-years ;' when
** having calculated the feconds contained in the number

" of leap-years, and added them, the number was found

" exa6lly the fame as that calculated by the negro. This

" fame man multiplied nine figures by nine, by me-

" mory, before another company." Another lately repeat-

ed the Alcoran from recoUedtion only.—What amazing

mental faculties in African negroes, who could neither

read nor write ! Yet that fuch things are, is well authen-

ticated. ^

To what I have already advanced, I may add, that all

negroes firmly believe the being of a God, upon whofe

goodnefs they rely, and whofe power they adore, while

they have no fear of death, and never tafte food without

offering a libation. In the rivers Gambia and Senegal th.Q'j

are moftly Mahometans ; but generally the wcrfnip and

religious ceremonies of the Africans vary, as do the num-

berlefs fuperftitious pradlices of all favages, and indeed

of too many Europeans. Perceiving that it was their

cuftom to bring their offerings to the wild cotton-tree*,

* This tree grows to a confiderahle produces trienirJly, is neicber white nor

height and thicknefs, very ftraight, and plentiful, which makes it little fought

covered with a ftrong grey pnckly bark. after. It bears feme refemblance to the

The boughs fpread very muchijVv'ithfmall Britifh oak, the lai-geft of which it fur-

digitated leaves. The cottpO) which it paffes both in elegance and magnitude.

I enquired
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XXVI.

, / , . . . r • u
I ._ , _« reverence and veneration to this growing piece or timber.

" This proceeds (faid he) maflera, from the follovi'ing

" caufe : having no churches nor places huilt for public

" worfliip (as you have) on the Coaft of Guinea, and

" this tree being the largeft and moll beautiful growing

** there, our people, aflembling under its branches when
** they are going to be inftru(Sled, are defended by it from

" the heavy rains and fcorching fun. Under this tree our

*' gadoman, or prieft, delivers his ledures ; and for this

" reafon our common people have fo much veneration

" for it, that they will not cut it down upon any ac-

" count whatever."

No people can be more fuperftitious than the gene-

rality of negroes ; and their Locomen, or pretended pro-

phets, find their intereft in encouraging this fuperftition,

by felling them obias or amulets, as I have already men-

tioned, and as fome hypocrites fell abfolution in Europe,

for a comfortable living. Thefe people have alfo amongft

them a kind of Sibyls, who deal in oracles ; thefe fage

matrons dancing and whirling round in the middle of an

aflembly, with amazing rapidity, until they foam at the

mouth, and drop down as conviilfed. Whatever the pro-

phetefs orders to be done during this paroxifm, is moll:

facredly performed by the furrounding multitude; which

.renders thefe meetings extremely dangerous, as flie fre-.

quently enjoins them to murder their mafters, or defert to

the woods ; upon which account this fcene of excellive

fanaticifm is forbidden by law in the colony of Surinam,

upon
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upon pain of the moft rigorous piiniQiment : yet it is CHAP,
often pra6tifed in private places, and is very common JH^^)^i.j

amongft the Owca and Seramica negroes, where captains

Fredericy and Van Geurick told me they had feen it per-

formed. It is here called the winty-play^ or the dance of

the mermaid, and has exifted from time immemorial; as

even the claffic authors make frequent mention of this ex-

traordinary pra6lice. Virgily in his fixth book, makes Eneaa

vifit the Sibyl of Cuma; and Ovid alfo mentions the fame

fubjeft, lib. 14. where Eneas wiflies to vilit the ghoft of

his father.

But what i" ftill more ftrange, thefe unaccountable

women by their voice know how to charm the ammO"

dytes, * or papazv ferpent, down from the tree. This is

an abfolute fad; ; nor is this fnake ever killed or hurt by

the negroes, who, on the contrary, efteem it as their

friend and guardian, and are happy to fee it enter their

huts. When thefe fibyls have charmed or conjured down,

the ammodytes ferpent from the tree, it is common to fee

this reptile twine and wreathe about their arms, neck

and breafl", as if the creature took delight in hearing her

voice, while the woman ftrokes and carefTes it with her

hand. The facred writers fpeak of the charming of

adders and ferpents in many places, which I mention

* This creature is from three to five Eancy of its colours may be another

feet long, and perfeftly harmlefs ; it has inducement for the adoration of the

not the leaft apprehenfion of being hurt negroes.

tvsn by man ; while the unparalleled bril-

anly
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C H A P. onty to prove the antiquity of the practice *; for nothing

^^^^•, is more notorious, than that the Eaftern Indians will rid

the houfes of the moft venomous fnakes by charming

them with the found of a flute, which calls them out of

their holes. And it is not many years fmce an Italian

woman brought over three tame fnakes, which crawled

about her neck and arms : they were four or five feet

long, but not venomousr.

Another inftance of fuperftition amongft the negroes

'
I muft relate ; there is a diredt prohibition in every

family, handed down from father to fon, againft the

eating of fome one kind of animal food, which they call

iref; this may be either fowl, fifh, or quadruped, but

whatever it is, no negro will touch it ; though I havefeen

fome good Catholics eat roaft-beef in Lent, and a reli-

gious Jew devouring a flice from a fat flitch of bacon.

However ridiculous fome of the above rites may appear,

yet amongft the African blacks they are certainly necef-

;Cary, to keep the rabble in fubjedion; and their gadomen

or priefts know this as well as the infallible Pontiff of

the Roman church. Thefe illiterate mortals differ, how-

ever, in this refped from the modern Europeans, that

whatever they believe, they do it firmly, and are never

ftaggered by the doubts of fcepticifm, nor troubled with

* See the 58th Pfalm, ver. 4, and 5

:

" Ing never fo wifely."—Jerem. chap.

« They are like the deaf adder, that viii. ver. 17,—and the Book of Eccle-

" ftoppeth her ear ; which will not heark- fiaftes, chap. x. ver. 1 1, &c.

•' en to the voice of charmers, charm-

the
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the qualms of confcience ; but whether they are, upon this chap.
account, better or worfe, I will not pretend to determine. xxvi.

—I however think that they are a happy people, and

poflefs fo much friendfliip for one another, that they

need not be told to " love their neighbour as themfelves;"

fince the pooreft negro, having only an egg, fcorns to eat

it alone ; but were a dozen prefent, and every one a

ftranger, he would cut or break, it into juft as many
fliares; or were there one fingle dram of rum, he would

divide it among the fame number : this is not done,

however, until a few drops are firll fprinkled on the

ground, as an oblation to the gods.—Approach then here,

thou canting hypocrite, and take an example from thy

illiterate fable brother !— From what I fometimes throw

out, however, let it not be underllood that I am an ene-

my to religious worfhip—God forbid ! But I ever will

profefs myfelf the greateft friend to thofe whofe asflions

beft correfpond with their -dodlrine; which, I am forry

to fay, is too feldom the cafe amongft thofe nations who
pretend raoft to civilization.

If favage nations be commonly generous and faithful,

they are not, however, without their dark fliades ; and

among thefe, the moft confpicuous is a pronenefs to an-

ger and revenge. I never knew a negro indeed forgive

thofe who had wilfully offended him. The ftrength of

this paffion can only be equalled by their gratitude ; for,

amongft them, it may be truly faid, that

Vol. IL Mm "A generous
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^ . ' ** A generous friendniip no cold medium knowsj

t —1<—

^

*' But with one love, with one rcfcntment glows."

Their abominable cruelties alfo, like thofe of all barba-

rous nations, are truly fliocking. In the colony of Ber-

bice, during the late revolt, they made no fcruple of cut-

ting up their miftrefTes with child, even in their mafter's-

prefence, with many other favage devices too dreadful to

relate *.—In the art of poifoning, not even the Accawam

Indians are more expert; they can carry it under their

nails, and by only dipping their thumb into a tumbler of

w^ater, which they offer as a beverage to the objedt of

their revenge, they infufe a flow but certain death t.

Whole eftates, as well as private families, have become the

vidlims of their fury, and experienced their fatal ven-

geance, even putting to death fcores of their own friends

and relations^ with the double view of depriving their

* It is a well-known fafl:, that a ne- out to them that he was now fully re-

gro, having been ill-treated by the family vengcd, leaped down himfelf, and dafhed

in which he lived as a fervant, one day out his own brains amongft the amazed-

• took the following defperate revenge:— fpedlutors. Another (tabbed the in-

The mafter and miftrefs being from home, ofFenfive hufband to be revenged on the

he, having locked all the doors, at their guilty wife ; declaring, that to kill herfelf

return prefented himfelf with their three was only temporary, but to lofe all that

fine children on the platform on the top was dear to her muft be eternal bitter-

of the houfe. W^hen afked why he did not "cfs, while to himfelf it was tiie fweeteft

give admittance,, he only anfwered by fatisfuiSlion.

throwing an infant baby to the ground

:

they threatened—he tofTed down the bro- t After the moft fcrupulous enquiry,,

ther : they intreated, but to no purpofe, and even ocular demon ftration, I can af-

thp third fharing the fame fate, who all lay fert the above as literally true.

dead at their parents' feet— the;i calling

proprietors
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proprietors of their moft valuable poffeffions. Thefe CHAP.
XXVI.

monfters are diftinguiflied by the name of Wijfy-men,

perhaps from wife, or knowing, and by their fatal genius

carry deftrudion to a moft dreadful length before they

are detedled.

All barbarous and uneducated people have indiftindl

notions of property ; nor can we wonder that flaves,

who in their own perfons fufFer the moft flagrant viola-

tion of every right, ftiould be difpofed to retaliate. The

flaves on the plantations are therefore too commonly

thieves, plundering whatever they can lay their hands

upon with impunity ; nor can any bounds be fet to their

intemperance, efpecially in drinking. 1 have feen a ne-

gro girl empty a china-bowl at one draught, containing

two bottles of claret, which I had given her by way of

experiment, till Ihe could no more ftand.

I ftiould not forget to mention that the Gaitgo negroes

• are fuppofed to be anthropophagi or cannibals, like th6

Caribbee Indians, inftigated by habitual and implacable

revenge. Amongft the rebels of this tribe, after the

taking of Boucou, fome pots were found on the fire with

human fiefti ; which one of the officers had the curiofity

to tafte, and declared it was not inferior to fome kinds 0/

beef or pork.

I have been fince aftlired by a Mr. Vangills, an Ame-
rican, that having travelled for a great number of miles

inland in Africa, he at length came to a place where

human legs, arms, and thighs hung upon wooden ftiam-

M m a . bles,
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XXVI

^^"_ _. '_, Leadenhall market. And Captain Jobn Keene, formerly

of the Dolphin cutter, but late of the Nai^nbana fchooaer,

in the Sierra Leona company's fervice, pofitively aflured

me, that when he, a few years lince, was on the coaft of

Africa, in the brig Fmne^ from Briftol, Mr. Samuel Biggs

owner, trading for wood, iron, and gold-duft, a Cap-

tain Dunnigeriy with his whole crew, belonging to the

NaJJau fchooner, which was her tender, were cut in pieces,

• faked, and eaten by the negroes of Great Drewin^ about

thirty miles North of the River St. Andreld's \ who having

torn the copper off her bottom, burned the veflel.

But from thefe deformities of character I will now re-

lieve the attention of the reader, and proceed in juftice to

difpel the gloomy cloud, by introducing the fun-fhine of

their virtues.

Their genius has been already treated of, io has their

gratitude ; which lafl: they carry to fuch a length, that

they will even die for thofe who have fliewn thein any

particular favour. Nothing can exceed the fidelity and

attachment they have for thofe matters who ufe them

well, which proves that their affection is as ftrong as their

hatred. Negroes are generally good-natured, particu-

larly the Coromantyn, and thofe of Nago. They are alfo

fufceptible of the tender paffion, and jealoufy in their

breafts has produced the moft dreadful efFeits. The de-

licacy of thefe people deferves likewife to be noticed : I

do not remember, araongft the many thoufahds I have

feen
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feen during feveral years refidence among them, ever to CHAP.
XXVI

have obferved even an offer to kifs -a woman in public. .
'

,

Maternal tendernefs for their children is alfo natural to

the females, for in general, during the two years which

they ufually fuckle them, they never cohabit with their

hufbands ; this they confider as unnatural, and preju-

dicial to the infants : and the cafe of Lefperanza (who

bore fo many children in a (liort time) is no exception, as

her children died almofl: as foon as they came into the

world. The cleanlinefs of the negro nation is peculiarly

remarkable, as they bathe above three times a day. The

Congo tribe in particular are fo fond of the water, that

they may, not improperly, be called amphibious ani-

mals.

The negroes are likewife fpirited and brave, pa-

tient in adverfity, meeting death and torture with the

moft undaunted fortitude. Their condu<5t, in the molt

trying fituations, approaching even to heroifm; no ne-

gro fighs, groans, or complains, though expiring in the

midft of furrounding flames. Nor do I remember, upon

any occafion whatever, to have feen an African flied a

tear, though they beg for mercy with the greateft ear-

neftnefs when ordered to be flogged for olfences which

they are confcious deferve to be puniQied ; but if they

think their punifliment unmerited, immediate fuicide is

too often the fatal confequence, efpecially amongft the

Coromantyn negroes, who frequently, dviring the a6t of

flagellation, throw back their heads in the neck, and

fwallow
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. -- 'i when they drop dead in the prefence of their maflers.

But when negroes are fenfible of having deferved correc-

tion, no people can be more humble, or bear their un-

happy fate with greater refignation. The fwallowing of

the tongue, which they only pradife during the moments
of fevere difcipline, has of late been prevented in Suri-

nam by the humane method of holding a fire-brand to

the victim's mouth, which anfwers the double purpofe of

burning his face, and diverting his attention from the exe-

cution of his fatal determination. Some have a practice

of eating common earth, by which the ftomach is pre-

vented from performing its ordinary fundtions, and thus

difpatch themfelves without any immediate pain, but

linger perhaps for a twelvemonth in the moft debilitated

and fliocking condition. Againft thefe ground-eaters

the fevereft punifhments are , decreed by the laws, but

without much effedt, as they are feldom detected in this

adt of defperation.

After thefe general remarks upon the mental and bo^

dily faculties of the African negroes, we fliall next pro^

ceed to view them in a ftate of bondage, under all the

oppreffion they are expofed to from the rod of barbarous

tyranny ; then, refcuing them from this horrid fcene, we

will next confider them as protecl:ed by impartial juftice,

and foftered by the mild hand of tendernefs and huma-

nity.

The reader may remember that I have already intro-?

a duced
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duced the flaves as landing from on board the Guinea chap.
fliips, and generally fhocking inftances of debility and .

^^^^»
^

mirery :

—

** Their vifage is blacker than a coal, they are not known Itt

" the ftreets, their fkin cleaveth to their bones, it is withered, it is

" become like a ftick."

I have ah'b obferved, that under the care of fome old ne-

groes, appointed for that purpofe, they foon become fat

and fleek, and learn the language of the colony : they

then are fent to work in the fields, to which they chear-

fully fubmit ; though I have feen fome inftances of

newly -imported negroes refufing to work, nor could

promifes, threats, rewards, nor even blows prevail ; but

thefe had been princes or people of the firft rank in their

native country, wlio by the cafualties of war had the mis-

fortune to become flaves, and whofe heroic fentiments

ftill preferred inftant death to the bafenefs and miferies

of fervitude. Upon thefe occafions I have feen the other

flaves fall upon their knees, and intreat the matter to

permit tliem to do the work required, in addition to their

own tafks ; which being fometimes granted, they conti-

nued to fliew the fame refpedt for the captive prince

that he had been accuftomed to receive in his own coun-

try. I remember once to have had a remarkable good-

looking new negro to attend me, whofe ancles and wrifts

being much galled by cbains, I enquired the caufe. "My
** father," faid he, « was a king, and treacheroufly mur-

" dercd
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^ '

.
" venge his death, I daily went a hunting with fome

" men, in hopci jx retaliating upon his affaflins ; but I

" had the misfortune to be furprized, taken, and bound ;

*' hence thefe ignoble fears. I was afterwards fold to

*« your European countrymen on the coaft of Guiana—

a

*< punifiiment which was deemed greater than inftant

" death."

The hiftory of Quaco, my black boy, was ftill more

extraordinary :—" My parents," faid he, ** lived by hunt-

" ing and fifhing : I was ftolen from them very young,

*' whilfl playing on the fands with two little brothers

;

** I was put into a fack, and carried for feveral miles. I

" afterwards became the Have of a king on the coaft of

*' Guinea, with feveral hundreds more. When our mafter

" died, the principal part of his flaves were beheaded

*' and buried along with him ; I, with forae other chil-

" dren of my age, were beftowed as prefents to the dif-

<' ferent captains of his army ; and the mafter of a Dutch

«' fhip afterwards had me, in exchange for a mufket and

" fome gun-powder."— Each loves his country beft, if

mild its laws, or rigid :

" The mked negro, panting af the line,

*' Boafts of his golden fands and palmy wine ;

" Baflcs in the glare, or ftems the tepid wave,

« And thanks his gods for all the good they gave :—

" Such is the patriot's boaft, where'er he roam,

** His firft beft country ever is at hojtne."

No
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No fooner do thefe wretched ftrangers begin to flag at chap.
their labour, than whips, cow-lkins, bamboos, ropes, fet- ,

^^^^'

,

ters, and chains are introduced, until they are ready to

iink under accumulated oppreflion. With fome matters

their tafks can never be performed, as they muft toil on,

day and night, even Sundays not excepted. I recollect a

ilrong young negro, called Marquis, who had a wife he

loved, with two fine children ; he laboured hard, and ge-

nerally finifhed his tafk of digging a trench of five hun-

dred feet by four o'clock in the afternoon, that he might

have fome time to cultivate his little garden, and go to

fifli or fowl to fupport his beloved family: hard did Mar-

quis ftrive to earn this additional pittance, when his l?u-

mane mafter, apprized of his induftry, for his encourage-

ment informed him, that if he could delve five hundred

feet by four o'clock, he could certainly finifh fix hundred

before fun-fet ; and this tafk the unfortunate young man

was condemned from that day ever fince to perform.

In Surinam the flaves are kept nearly naked, and their

daily food confifts of little more than a few yams and

plantains ; perhaps twice a year they may receive a fcanty

allowance of falt-fifh, with a few leaves of tobacco, which

they call Jweety-muffo, and this is all : but what is pecu-

liarly provoking to them is, that if a negro and his wife

have ever fo great an attachment for each other, the

woman, if handfome, muft yield to the loathfome em-

brace of an adulterous and licentious manager, or fee her

hulband cut to pieces for endeavouring to prevent it.

Vol. II. Nn This
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CHAP. This, in frequent inftances, has driven them to diftrac-
XXVI

'

p
tion, and been the caufe of many murders.

It is in confequence of thefe complicated evils, that fo

many alfo deftroy themfelves by fuicide, run away to the

woods to join their countrymen in rebellion, or if they

Itay, grow fad and fpiritlefs, and languifh under difeafes,

the effects of bad ufage; fuch as the/o/<^, which is a white

fcorbutic fpot that externally covers the body. The crajfy"

crajjyy or itch, which with us comes from poornefs of

diet, is of courfe very common with them. TheyawSy a

moft difagreeable diforder, by many compared to the ve-

nereal difeafe, which renders the patient a (hocking fpec-

tacle, all covered over with yellow ulcers. To this laft-

mentioned loathfome malady moft negroes are fubjedt,

yet but only once in- their lives, in which, -and being very

infedlious, it r^fembles the fmall-pox: indeed if a fly

which has been feeding upon the difeafed (and they are

generally covered with them) lights upon the flighteft

fcratch on a healthy perfon, it commvinicates this dread-

ful diforder, which always confines him for feveral

months. The moft general cure for the yaws in Suri-

nam, is falivation and fpare diet, with continual exercife

to promote perfpiration ; and, during this procefs, th?

poor wretches abfolutely look like' decayed carcafes.

Still more dreadful is the boajfyt or leprofy, which is

deemed incurable : the face and limbs in this complaint-

fwell, and the whole body is covered with fcales and ul-

cers ; the breath ftinks, the hair falls off, the fingers and

toes
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toes become putrid, and drop away jomt after joint. The CHAP,
worft of which is, that though the difeafe is hopelefs, the ,

XXVI.
^

unhappy fufFerer may linger fometimes for many years.

The lepers are naturally lafcivious, and the difeafe being

infedlious, they, are of neceffity Separated from all fociety,

and condemned to ia perpetual exile in fome remote cor-

ner of the plantations.

The clabba-yaws, or tubboes, is alfo a very troublefome

and tedious diforder ; it occafions painful fores about the

feet, moftly in the foles, between the Ikin and the flefti.

The ufual remedy in this cafe is, to burn out the morbid

part with a red-hot iron, or cut it out with a lancet ; and

then the warm juice of roafted limes is introduced into the

wound, though with great pain yet with great fuccefs.

•The African negroes are alfo fubjedt to many fpecies

of worms, both extraneous and internal, owing to the

wading much in ftagnated waters, and to the crudity of

their diet. Of the former fpecies is the Guinea or tape"

worm, which breeds between the ikin and the flelli, and

is fometimes two yards in length, of a fliining filvery co-

lour, and not tliicker than the fecond ftring of a bafs-

viol. It occafions dangerous and painful fwellings where-

£ver it inferts itfelf, which is moftly about the legs. The

method of cure, is to feize the head of the worm when

it appears above the Ikin, and extratSb it by winding it

gently round a flick or card ; this operation cannot be

performed with too much caution, for if it breaks, the

N n 2 lofs
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CHAP, lofs of the limb, or even of life itfelf, is frequently the

^Y^' .
^^^^^ confequence. Some are infefted with feven or

eight of thefe worms at a time.

Befides thefe dreadful calamities, peculiar to them-

felves, the negroes are fubje<5l to every complaint com-

mon to the Europeans ; who, in their turn, are not ex-

empt in Guiana from the afflidling and dangerous dif-

tempers I have juft defcribed.

It is therefore not to be wondered at if many of th&

plantations are crouded with miferable objedts, left under

the care of the drejjy negro or black furgeon only, whofe

whole fkill confifts in adminiftering a dofe of falts, or

fpreading a plaifter. As to the numbers who are exco-

riated from their neck to their heel, by conftant whip-

ping, they may cure themfelves, or do their work with-

out a fkin, if they think proper.

Thus from accumulated miferies, fome naturally fuc-

eeeding from the climate and their poor diet, but more

from the inordinate cruelty of managers) it muft follow

that numerous Haves become unfit for work, many from

weaknefs and depreflion of fpirits, and others from ex-

treme labour becoming old before their time. But for all

thefe evils, this plantation defpot finds an infallible re-

medy, which is no other than to put them to death at

once : the lofs does not afFedl him but his mafter, and he

is proud of fhewing only fuch negroes as are able to do

their talk, affuring the owner that they meflly died by

the
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the venereal difeafe ; and the word of the human carcafe- CHAP,

butcher is quite fuiEcient, as no negro is allowed to give . _ .

evidence in any cafe whatever.

** Diftio tcftimonii non eft ferro homini/''

Yet fliould fome fair European by accident prove the

murder, the delinquent efcapes, as I have obferved> by

paying a fine of ^. 50 and the value of the flave, if the

owner requires it j and for this price of blood he may
Daughter the poor wretches whenever a temporary pajp*

Hon or a habit of cruelty, which is too commonly gene-

rated in this fituation, prompts his rage.

They have moreover many ftratagems to evade the

penalty, fhould even the magiftrates be prefent. I have

known it happen when one of thefe fcourges of the hu-

man race became tired of a negro, that he has taken him

out with him a Ihooting ; and ordering him to difcover

the game, the firft bird that ftarted he has fliot the poor

man dead upon the fpot. This was called an accident,

and no farther enquiry was made concerning it. Others

have been <iirpatched by the following methods—A ftake

being fattened in the middle of an open plain, the flave

is chained to it, and expofed to the burning fun,, where

one jill of water and a fingle plantain is brought him

daily, until he pines to death. But this is^ not called

ftarving, as his matter declares that he neither wanted

vi<Stuals nor drink until he expired—thus he is honourably

acquitted..

Anotlier
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CHAP. Another j4an of miirdering with impunity has often

XXVI. been put in praftice. The flave is fattened naked to a

tree in the foreft, with his arms and legs extended, under

pretence of ftretching his limbs ; but here he is left, and

regularly fed, until he is a(5tually ftung to death by the

mufquitoes and other infedts—a moft infernal punifli*

ment, and fuch as may be with truth afcribed to the in-

fligation of the devil ! Drowning them, by kicking them

overboard with a weight chained to their legs, is called

accidental death. It has been known that by the orders

of a woman., negro flaves have been privately burnt to

death, miferably chained in a furrounding pile of flam-

ing faggots. As to the breaking out of their teeth, mere-

ly for tafting the fugar-cane cultivated by themfelves,

flitting up their nofes, and cutting off their ears, from

private pique, thefe are accounted mere fport, and not

worthy to be mentioned.

By fuch inhuman ufage this unhappy race of men arc

fometimes driven to fuch a height of defperation, that to

finifh their days, and be relieved from worfe than Egyp-

tian bondage, fome even have leaped into the caldrons of

boiling fugar, thus at once depriving the tyrant of his

crop and of his fervant.

From thefe flcetches can it be a matter of furprize,

that armies of rebels are affembled in the foreft, and at

every opportunity thirfting for revenge ?

I ftiall now conclude this dreadful fcene by one general

* remark,



EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 9f9

remark, fliewing how far population is affected by this char
XXVI

moft infamoiis treatment.

In Surinam there are, upon an average, about 75,000

negro Haves, as I have flated ; from which if we fubtradt

children, and Superannuated men and women, there will

not be found above 50,000 really fit for kbour. There

are from fix to twelve Guinea fliips, that import from ^50

to 300 flaves each from Africa annually : we may there-

fore compute the yearly importation at an average of

2,500, neceffary to fupply and keep complete the above

50,000; fo that the annual deaths exceed the births by the

number of 2,500, though each man negro has a wife or

two if he chufes, which is, upon the mafs, juft 5 per cent,

and confequently proves that the whole race of healthy

flaves, confifting of 50,000, are totally extin(5t once every

twenty years.

Truth and juftice however oblige me to declare, that

the inhuman barbarities I have been jufl; defcribing are

not univerfal. Compaffionate Heaven has ordained fome

exceptions, as I Ihall impartially fhew, by reverfing the

pidlure : not, like fome writers who have treated this

fubjedl, and carefully concealed the moft pleafing touches

of goodnefs and humanity, whilft only the darkeit fliades

have been expofed to the public eye, but by candidly

exhibiting both fides with equal juftice and precifion ;

and it is indeed with pleafure I can affirm, that the negro

flaves on fome eftates are treated, in myopinion, as men:

ought
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CHAP, ought to be treated ; and this mode of condu6t might

XXVI. itill be more general, by amending the laws, which ought

not corruptly to inveft human nature with what it is

certain to abufe—an authority completely defpotic. No

mafter furely ought to be entrufted with the dangerous

power of taking away the life of his flaves with impu-

nity ; and it ought to be confidered an equal crime in the

eye of the law to kill a negro or a white man, as it is

equally murder in the light of God.

I {hall now introduce to the reader's acquaintance a

negro family in that ftate of tranquil happinefs, which

they always enjoy under a humane and indulgent mafter.

The figures in the plate are fuppofed to be of the Loango

nationy by the marks on the man's body, while on his

breaft may be feen J. G. S. in a cypher, by which his

owner may afcertain his property. He carries a bafket

with fmall fifli, and a net upon his head, with a large

fi(h in his hand, caught by himfelf in the river. His

wife, who is pregnant, is employed in carrying different

kinds of fruit, fpinning a thread of cotton upon her dif-

tafF, and comfortably fmoking her pipe of tobacco. Be-

fides all this, fhe has a boy upon her back, and another

playing by her fide. Thus, under a mild mafter and an

honeft overfeer, a negro's labour is no more than a

healthy exercife, which ends at the fetting-fun, and the

remaining time is his own, which he employs in hunt-

ing, fifliing, cultivating his garden, or making baficets

and
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and fifh-nets for fale ; with this money he buys a hog CHAP,

or two, fometimes fowls or ducks, all which he fattens
xxvi.

upon the fpontaneous growth of the foil, without ex-

pence, and very little trouble, and, in the end, they afford

him confiderable profit. Thus pleafantly fituated, he is

exempt from every anxiety, and pays no taxes, but looks

up to his mafler as the only protestor of him and his fa-

mily. He adores him, not from fear, but from a con-

vidlion that he is indebted to his goodnefs for all

the comforts he enjoys. He breathes in a luxurious

warm climate, like his own, which renders clothes

unnecefTary, and he finds himfelf more healthy, as well

as more at his eafe, by going naked. His houfe he may

build after his own fancy. The forefl affords him every

neceffary material for the cutting. His bed is a ham-

mock, or a mat called papaya. His pots he manufadures

himfelf, and his dilhes are gourds, which grow in his

garden. He never lives with a wife he does not love, ex-

changing for another the moment either he or fhe be-

comes tired, though this feparation happens lefs fre-

quently here than divorces do in Europe. Befides the

regular allowance given him by his mafler weekly, his

female friend has the art of making many favoury

difhes ; fuch as draff or a hodge-podge of plantains

and yams boiled with fait meat, barbacued filh, and

Cayenne pepper. Tom-fom is a very good pudding,

compofed of the flour of Indian corn, boiled with flefh,

Vol. II. O o fowl.
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CHAP, fowl, fifli, Cayenne pepper, and the young pods of

^^^-
^ the ocra or althea plant. Pepper-pot is a dilh of boiled

fifli and capficum, eaten with roafted plantains. Gangotay

is made of dried, and afofoo of green plantains. Acanfa

and doquenoo are compofed of the flour of maize, and the

latter is eaten with molafles. His common drink is ths

limpid ftream, fometimes corredted by a little rum. Bf

he is accidentally wounded or indilpofed, he is- cured for

nothing ; but it is very feldom he troubles, the faculty,

being tolerably fkilled in herbs and limpleSy befides fcari-

fying and puckering the fkin, which ferves inftead cf

bleeding. The inconvenience of vermin he remedies

without a comb, by plaiftering up his hair with clay,

which being dried on the head, and then waflied with foap

and water, makes him clean beyond conception ; his teeth

are conflantly kept as white as ivory; for this purpofe

he ufes nothing but a fprig of orange-tree, bitten at one

end, until the fibres refemble a fmall brulh; and no negro,

male or female, is to be feen without this little inftru-

ment, which has befides the virtue of fweetening the

breath.

So much for his body ; and with regard to his /o&r/, k

is feldom troubled wdth any qualms of confcience, or fear

of death, as I have ftated, being firm and imfliaken in

what he was taught ta believe, which is indeed little, but

plain ; and when he is no more, his companions or rela-

tions carry him to fome grove of orange-trees, where bje

is
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is not interred without expence, being generally put in a CHAP,

cofEn of the very beft wood and workmanfliip, while <, .,.,
'.<

the cries and lamentations of his furviving friends, who

ling a dirge, pierce the fky. The grave being filled up,

and a green turf neatly fpread over it, a couple of large

gourds are put by the fide, the one with water, the other

with boiled fowls, pork, caflava, &c. as a libation, not

from a fuperftitious notion, as fome believe, that he will

eat or drink it, but as a teftimony of that regard which

they have for his memory and alhes ; while fome even

add the little furniture that he left behind, breaking it

in pieces over the grave. This done, every one takes his

laft farewell, fpeaking to him as if alive, and teftifying

their forrow at his departure ; adding, that they hope to

fee him, not in Guinea^ as fome have written, but in that

better place, where he now enjoys the pleafant company

of his parents, friends, and anceftors ; when another dif-

mal yell ends the ceremony, and all return home. Next a

fat hog being killed, with fowls, ducks, &c. a general

feaft is given by his friends to all the other negroes,

which concludes not till the following day. The neareft

connedlions and relations of the deceafed, both male and.

female, now cut their hair * and ftiave their heads, round

which having tied a dark blue handkerchief, they wear

this mourning for a whole year ; after which, once more

vifiting the grave, they offer a laft libation, and taking

their final farewell, another hog and fowls being killed,

* We are told Job did the fame.

O o ;a the
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CHAP, the funeral rites are quite ended by a fecond feaft, which
XXVI
^ _ 'i finiflies with a joyful dance, and fongs in memory and

pralfe of their dear departed friend or relation.

No people can more efteem or have a greater friend-

fhip for one another than the negro flaves ; they appear

to have unbounded enjoyment in each other's company,

and are not deflitute of fecial amufements, fuch as the

Joefa'i which conlifts in footing oppofite to each other,

and clapping with their hands upon their fides to keep in

time. So very eager are they at this animating play, in

which fometimes fix or eight couple are engaged at once,

that the violent exercife having been known to kill fome

of the negroes, it is forbidden by the magiftrates at Pa-

ramaribo. Awaree is an innocent amufement, coniifting

in pitching with a large kind of marbles, in defe(51: of

which they ufe the awaree nuts or large pebbles.

The men alfo cudgel and wreftle
;
yet at this I think

them inferior to eithe;r thofe of Cornwall or Devon.

Moft negroes are llrong and adlive *. But fwimming is

their favourite diverfion, which they pradtife every day

at leaft twice or thrice, promifcuoufly, in groupes of boys

and girls, like the Indians, when both fexes exhibit afto-

nilhing feats of courage, ftrength, and adivity. I have

not only feen a negro girl beat a hardy youth in fwim-

ming acrofs the River Comewina (while I was one of the

party) but on landing challenge him to run a two mile

* Witnefe Ja' Jackfoity the equdlrian rider, London, &c,

race,
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race, and beat him again, naked as they were ; while all c H a P.

ideas of fhame on the one fide, and of infult on the other, ^^^[\

are totally unknown.—I fhall now fay fomething of their

inftrumental mufic and dancing. I have already men-

tioned the finging and the dancing of the Loango tribe

in particular ; and will now defcribe that pradlifed by the

other negro nations in general.

Their inflruments of mufic, which are not a little in-

genious, are all made by themfelves, and confift of thofe

reprefented in the annexed plate; where

N* I, which is called qua-qua^ is a hard founding-board,

elevated on one fide like a boot-jack, on which they beat

time as on a drum, with two pieces of iron, or two bones.

N* 2, is the kiemba-toetoe^ or hollow reed, which is

blown through the noftrils, like the nafal flute of Ota-

heite : it has but two holes, one at each end, the one

ferving to found it, the other to be touched by the

finger.

N* 3, is the Anfokko-baina, which is a hard board, fup-

ported on both fides like a low feat, on which are placed

fmall blocks of different fizes, which being ftruck with

two fmall flicks like a dulcimer, give different founds,

that are not at all difagreeable.

N" 4, is the great Creole drumy being a hollow tree,

open at one end, and covered at the other with a flieep-

Ikin, on which they fit aftride, and fo beat time with the

palms of their hands ; anfwering the effed: of a bafs-viol

to the qua-qua board.
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CHAP. N" 5, is the great Loango drum^ being covered at both
^^^y

^
ends, a,nd ferves the fame purpofe as a bafs drum.

N° 6, is the Papa drum^ beaten as the others.

N* 7, is the fmall Loango drum, beaten together with

the great one.

N° 8, the fmall Creole drum, for the fame ufe.

N* 9, is called coeroema ; this is a wooden cup, inge-

nioufly made, covered alfo with a fheep-fkin, and beaten

with two fmall rods or drum-fticks, after the manner of

the qua-qua board.

N" TO, is the Loango-bania. This I thought exceedingly

curious, being a dry board, on which are laced, and kept

down by a tranfverfe bar, different fized elaftic fplinters

jof the palm-tree, like pieces of whalebone, in fuch a

manner that both ends are elevated by two other bars

that are fixed under them; and the above apparatus being

placed on

N° II, which is a large empty callebaJJo to promote the

found ; the extremities of the fplinters are fnapt by the

fingers, fomething in the manner of a piano-forte, when

the mufic has a foft and very pleafing effedt.

N* 12, is called by the negroes Jaka-faka, h€vi\g a hol-

low gourd, with a flick and handle fixed through it, and

filled with fmall pebbles and peafc, not unlike the magic

ihell of the Indians. This they hold above their heads,

and while they dance rattle it to meafure.

N* 13, is a conch, or fea-fhell, which by blowing they

found,
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found, for pleafure, or to caufe an alarm, Bic. but is not chap.

ufed as an accompaniment to dancing. 1.^^^^'

N° 14, is called benta, being a branch bent like a bow

by means of a flip of dry reed or warimbo ; which cord,

when held to the teeth, is beaten with a Ihort flick, and

by being fhifted backwards and forwards founds not un-

lifee a jew's-harp.

N" 15, is the Creole-bania^ this is like a mandoline or

guitar, being made of a half gourd covered with a fheep-

Ikin, to which is fixed a very long neck or handle. This

inftrument has but four firings, three long and one fhort^

which is thick, and ferves for a bafs ; it is played by the

fingers, and has a very agreeable found, but more fo when
accompanied by a fong.

N° 16, is the trumpet of war, to command advancing,,

retreating, &c. and is called by the negroes the too-too.

N° 17, is a horn ufed to fupply the place of the other^

or on the plantations to call the flaves to work.

N" 18, is the Loango too-too or flute, which they blow

as the Europeans do, after the common way. It has but

four holes for the fingers, and yet they make it produce

a variety of founds.—Such are the mulical inftruments of

Gur African brethren, to which they dance with more

fpirit than we do to the befl band in Europe..

To what I have flated, I will only add, that they always

ufe full or half meafure, but never triple time, in their

dancing mufic, which is not unlike that of a baker's^

bunty,
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CHAP, bunt, when he feparatfes the flour from the bran, found-
XXVI.

._ - '
i ing tuckety-tuck and tuckety-tuck ad perpetuum. To this

noife they dance with uncommon pleafure, and moft

times foot it away with great art and dexterity.

" Saltantes fatiros itnitabitur Alphifiboeus."

Every Saturday evening, the flaves w^ho are v/ell treated

clofe the week with an entertainment of this kind, and

generally once a quarter are indulged with a grand

ball, to which the neighbouring flaves are invited ; the

m after often contributing to their happinefs by his pre-

fence, or at leaft by fending them a prefent of a few jugs

of new rum.

At thefe grand balls the flaves are remarkably neat,

the women appearing in their beft chintz petticoats, and

many of the men in fine Holland trowfers. So indefati-

gable are they at this diverfion, that I have known the

drums continue beating without intermiflion from fix

o'clock on Saturday night till the fun made its appear-

ance on the Monday morning ; thus had pafled fix-and-

thirty hours in dancing, cheering, hallooing, and clap-

ping of hands. The negroes dance always in couples,

the men figuring and footing, while the women turn

round like a top, their petticoats expanding like an um-

brella ; and this they call waey-cotto. During this, the

by-ftanding youths fill about the liquor, while the girls

encourage the performance, and wipe the fweat from the

brows and fides of the unwearied muficians.

It



EXPEDITION TO SURINAM. 289

It is indeed upon the whole aftonifhing to fee with chap.

what good-nature and even good -manners thefe dancing ,

'^^^^'.

focieties are kept up, of which I repeat it they are fo

fond, that I have known a newly-imported negro, for

want of a partner, figure and foot it for nearly the fpace

of two hours, to his fhadow igainft the wall.

If to what I have Hated relative to negro flaves, when
under a candid and humane matter, we further add, their

never heing feparated from each other
; parents feeing

their children around them, fometimes till the third and

fourth generation, befides the confidence that they are

all provided for to the end of their lives ;—then if we draw

the comparifon between this clafs of people, and the num-

berlefs wretched obje6ls that difgrace the ftreets of Eu~

rope, we can afiliredly not call thofe Africans who fall

under the above defcription

—

unhappy

.

And now, to fum up all I have to fay on the fubje<51: of

flaves in the feweft words, for the fake of the reader,

and alfo for my own, left I fliould feem to contradict

rayfelf, by having fo frequently animadverted on the

fliocking cruelties of fome mafters, and occafionally done

juftice to the humane and liberal difpofitions of others,

I beg leave to fay one word more on the projedled abo-

Ution.—Could we perfuade all our commercial neigh-

bours to join in that meafure, the cafe would be different:

but fince I have feen cruelties exercifed fo commonly in

Surinam, which I never heard of in the Britifli iflands,

and from my certain obfervation have declared the foil

Vol. II. P p of
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XXVI. than our Weft Indies, fliall we not drive our planters-

from their worn-out lands, to fettle on the more fertile

fpot, under a government which will allow a free impor-

tation of negroes, while our objed; (if we knew how to

compafs it) is to reduce an unlimited inftidtion of punifh-

ment, which indeed our planters have by their own laws

moft humanely reftrained * ?

Such is indeed the love and confidence of fome planters

for their flaves, that they often entruft their infants to a

negro wet-nurfe, in preference to an European, where

both may be had ; and fuch the attachment of fome

flaves to their matters, that I have known many refufe

to accept of their emancipation, and even fome, who had

their liberty,' vohmtarily return to dependence. No one

is perfeBly free in this world, all mankind is depending

upon one another—while I will beg leave to conclude

this laborious chapter, by this general remark, that all

fublunary happinefs exifls only in imagination, and may

ever be obtained, where health of body and peace of

mind are not crufhed by defpotic oppreflion,

* By a law pafled m the council of have known two hundred inflicSled on a

Jamaica, the punifliment of a negro is female; a^id was once the unfortunate

ufually limited to twelve lafhes, but never occafion of feeing it immediately repeat-

exceeding thirty-nine. In Surinam I ed. (See Plate XXXV. Vol. I.)

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVII.

'The Rape of the Sabines—Shocking Execution, and African

Fortitude— Defcription of an Indigo Plantation— "the

Spanfo BockOf a Piinijlmient—T^be Troops again re-enter

the Woods—The Expedition draws to a Conclufion.

NOTWITHSTANDING the fucceffive defeats and re- chap.
peated diftreffes of the rebels, news was brought to ,^^^^^'

Paramaribo, on the 12th of Auguft, that they had fallen

upon the eftate Bergendal, or the Blue Bergb, which is alfo

called Mount Parnaffus, fituated in the higher parts of the

River Surinam, and carried away all the black women,

although a military poft was ftationed near the above

place, but without .committing any kind of cruelty, as too

generally had been their cuftom. Upon this intelligence a

party of the rangers was inftantly detached thither to aflift

in purfuing them ; and about this fame' time the long-

projedled cordon^ or path of circumvallation round the

colony, was alfo began to be cut, by feven hundred negro

flaves ; wdiich path was henceforth to be manned with

military piquets a? proper diftances, to defend the eftates

againft any farther invalions from without, and to pre-

vent defertion to tlie enemy from within.

Mount Parnaffas, which was the fcene of the late rape

of the Sabines, is fituated on the weft fide of the River

P P 2, Surinam,
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i^ ._ _. '_, windings of the river, above one hundred miles ; and as

the fituation is pleafant, 1 prefent the. reader with a view

of it, in the plate annexed, as alfo of the village, called the

Jezvs Savannah, which is diiiant from town, in a ftraight

line, fomething more than forty, but by water above

lixty Englifh miles. Here the Jews have a beautiful fy-

nagogue, and keep their folemn fails and feftivals \ here

they alfo have their capital fchools and feminaries, for at

this village refide fome very refpeilable Jewifli families*

Thefe peaple polTefs particular rights and privileges in

this colony, with which they were endowed by King

Charles the Second, when the fettlenient of Surinam was

Englifh; and fuch are thefe privileges I never knew Jews

to poflefs in any other part of the world whatever.

From Paramaribo, or rather from the fortrefs New
Amfterdam, the River Surinam, like thofe of Cottica and.

Comawina, is beautifully bordered with fugar and coffee

plantations, as are alfo feveral creeks or fmall rivers that

communicate with it ; fuch as the FawluSy the Para, the

Cropina, and the Pararac creeks ; but above Mount Par-

naffus not a fingle eftate, that may be fo called, is to be

found; neither is the river any longer navigable, even

for fmall craft, on account of the prodigious rocks, and

cafcades or watef-falls, with which it is obfl:ru(5ted as it

winds through exceffively high mountains and an im-

penetrable foreft. While therefore they form an enchant-

ingly romantic fcene to the eye, thefe natural bulwarks

prevent
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prevent the poflelTors of the colony from making fuch chap.
difcoveries as might perhaps reward their labour with

.

^-^^^^^

very confiderable riches.

If, as I have juft mentioned, cruelties were become lefs

common in the rivers by the rebels, barbarities ftill con-

tinued in a fliocking degree in the metropolis ; where

my ears were deafened with the clang of the whip, and

the fhrieks of the negroes. Among the moft eminent

of thefe tyrants was a Mifs Sp—n, who lived next door

to Mr. de Graav, and who I faw with horror from my
window give orders that a young black woman fhould

De flogged principally acrofs the breads, at which Ihe

feemed to enjoy peculiar fatisfadtion. To diffipate the im-

preflion this fcene had left on my mind, I got into a

whifkey, and rode out ; when the firft thing I faw was

a negro girl fall naked from a garret window on a heap of

broken bottles : this was indeed an accident, but flie w^as

fo mangled, though not dead, that flie exhibited a fpe6ta-

cle nearly as wretched as the other.—Curfmg my unlucky

fate, I turned the horfes, and drove to the beach, as the

only place to avoid every fcene of cruelty and mifery ; but

here I had the mortification to fee two Philadelphia failors

(while they were fighting on the forecaftle of their veffel)

both fall over the Ihip's bow into the ilream, where they

funk, and were no more feen. On board another Ame-

rican brig, I difcovered a little tar defending hirafelt frora

the crofs-trees with a hatchet, againft a ferjeant and four

;),rmed men, for a confiderable time ; till they threatenmg

to
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being brought afliore, was dragged to fort Zelandia, in

company with two others, by a file of mufketeers, where,

for having been drunk on duty, they received
2,
fire-cant

each, at the captain's requefl: ; that is, they were baftinadoed

or beaten on the flioulders by two corporals v/ith bamboo

canes, till their backs were black, and fwelled like a

cufhion. However arbitrary this mode of corredlion, the

captain endeavoured to explain the neceffity of it; the

private American failors being of a turbulent fpirit indeed

when drunk, although when fober they may be fairb-

clalTed among the beft feamen in the world.

Early the next morning, while muling on all the dif^

ferent dangers and chaftifements to which the lower

clafs of people are expofed, I heard a crowd pafs under

my window. Guriofity made me flart up, drefs in a

hurry, and follow them : when I difcovered three ne-

groes in chains, furrounded by a guard, going to be exe-

cuted in the favannah. Their undaunted look, however

averfe I may be to the fight of cruelties, fo attradted my
attention, as to determine me to fee the refult, which was

thus :—The fentence being read in Low Dutch (which

they did not underftand) one was condemned to be

flogged below the gallows, and his -accomplice to have

his head ftruck off with an ax, for having fliot a flave

who had come to fteal plantains on the eftate of his mif-

trefs. The truth however was, that this had been done

by that lady's abfolute command ; but the murder being

difcovered,
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difcovered, flip, in the hopes of faving her charader, be- c H A p.

fides the expence of paying the penalties, gave up her J2I2j
valuable flave, and permitted the unhappy man to be thus

facrificed. He laid his head upon the block with great

indiiFerence, ftretching out his neck; when, with one

blow of the ax, it was fevered from his body.

The third negro, whofe name was Neptune, was no

flave, but his own matter, and a carpenter by trade ; he

was young and handfome, but having killed the over-

feer of the eftate Altona, in the Para Creek, in confe-

quence of fome difpute, he jiijlly forfeited his life. The
particulars, however, are worth relating: This man having

fl:olen a fheep, to entertain a favourite young woman,

the overfeer, who burnt with jealoufy, had determined to

fee him hanged ; to prevent which, the negro fliot him

dead among the fugar-canes ; for thefe offences of courfe

he was fentenced to be broken alive upon the rack, with-

out the benefit of the coup de grace or mercy-ftroke.

Informed of the dreadful fentence, he compofedly laid

himfelf down on his back on a ftrong crofs, on which,

Avith arms and legs expanded, he was faftened by ropes :

the executioner, alfo a black man, having now with a

hatchet chopped off his left hand, next took up a heavy

iron bar, with which, by repeated blows, he broke his

bones to fliivers, till the marrow, blood, and fplinters

flew about the field ; but the prifoner never uttered a

groan nor a figh. The ropes being next unlaflied, I ima-

gined him dead, and felt happy ; till the magiftrates

6 ftirring
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y 'f -when he fell on the grafs, and damned them all, as a fet of

barbarous rafcals ; at the fame time removing his right

hand by the help of his teeth, he refted his head on

part of the timber, and afked the by-ftanders for a pipe

of tobacco, which was infaraoufly anfwered by kicking

and fpitting on him ; till I, with fome American feamen,

thought proper to prevent it. He then begged that his

head might be chopped off; but to no purpofe. At laft,

feeing no end to his mifery, l:ie declared, " that though

" he had deferved death, he had not expected to die fo

** many deaths : however, (faid he) you chriftians have

" miffed your aim at laft, and I now ca-re not, -vvere I to

" remain thus one month longer." Aftej which he fung

tvv'o extempore fongs (with a clear voice) the fubjefts

of which were, to bid adieu to his living friends, and to

acquaint his deceafed relations that in a very little time

he fhould be with them, to enjoy their company for ever

in a better place. This done, he calmly entered into

converfation with fome gentlemen concerning his trial

;

relating every particular with uncommon tranquillity

—

« But," faid he abruptly, " by the fun it mull be eight

<' o'clock; and by any longer difcourfe I fhould be forry

" to be the caufe of your lofing your breakfaft." Then,

cafting his eyes on a Jew, whofe name was De Fnes,

<« A-propos, lir," faid he, " won't you pleafe to pay me the

** ten fliillings you owe me?"—" For what to do ?"—" To

" buy meat and drink, to be fure—don't you perceive I am
" to
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*' to be kept alive ?" Which fpeech, on feeing the Jew chap.
flare like a fool, this mangled wretch accompanied with a .

"^"^^.^^'

,

loud and hearty laugh. Next, obferving the foldier that

ftood fentinel over him biting occafionally on a piece of

dry bread, he afked him " how it came to pafs, that he,

" a zvbite many fliould have no meat to eat along with

** it ?"—" Becaufe I am not fo rich," anfwered the foldier.

—" Then I will make you a prefent, fir," faid the negro

;

" firft, pick my hand that was chopped off clean to the

" bones, next begin to devour my body, till you are

" glutted ; when you will have both bread and meat,

" as beft becomes you ;"—which piece of humour was

followed by a fecond laugh; and thus he continued, until

I left him, which was about three hours after the dread-

ful execution.

Wonderful it is indeed, that human nature fhould be

able to endure fo much torture, which affuredly could

only be fupported by a mixture of rage, contempt, pride,

and the glory of braving his tormentors, from whom he

was fo foon to efcape*.

Though I never recal to my remembrance, without

the moft painful fenfation, this horrid fcene, which muft

revolt the feelings of all who have one fpark of huma-

nity, I cannot forbear exhibiting to the public the dread-

ful fpedtacle in the annexed drawing. If the reader,

* At Demerary, fo late as Odober, in the manner juftdefcribed, with no lefs

1789, thirty-two wretches were executed fortitude, and without uttering onefingic

in three days, fixteen of whom fuffered complaint.

Vol. II. Q q however,
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CHAP, however, fhould be offended with this Ihocking exhibi-

tion, and my dwelling fo long on this unpleafant fubjedt,

let it be fome relief to his reflexion, to confider this pii-

nifhment not inflifted as a wanton and unprovoked atSl of

cruelty, but as the extreme feverity of the Surinam laws,

on a defperate wretch, fuffering as an example to others

for complicated crimes ; while at the fame time it cannot

but give me, and I hope many others, fome confolation

to refledt that the above barbarous mode of punifhment

was hitherto never put in pradice in the Britifh colonies.

I mull now relate an incident, which, as it had a mo-

mentary effect on my imagination, might have had a lafl-

ing one on fome who had not inveftigated the real caufe of

it, and which it gave me no fmall fatisfadtion to difcover.

About three in the afternoon, walking towards the place

of execution, with my thoughts full of the affedting fcene,

and the image of the fufferer freih in my mind, the firft

objedl I faw was his head at fome diftance, placed on a

flake, nodding to me backwards and forwards, as if he

had really been alive. I inftantly flopped fhort, and

feeing no perfon in the favannah, nor a breath of wind

fufhcient to move a leaf or a feather, T acknowledge that I

was rivetted to the ground, where I flood without having

the refolution of advancing one flep for fome time ; till

refiedling that I mufl be weak indeed not to approach this

dead fkuU, and find out the wonderful phaenomenon, if

pofGble, I boldly walked up, and inflantly difcovered the

natural caufe, by the return of a vulture to the gallows,

§ who
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who perched upon it, as if he meant to difpute with me chap.
for this feaft of carrion ; which bird, having already picked

,

•^•^^^^•,

out one of the eyes, had fled at my firft approach, and

ftriking the fkuU with his talons, as he took his fudden

flight, occafioned the motion already defcribed. I fliall

now only add, that this poor wretch, after living near fix

hours, had been knocked on the head by the com-

miferating fentinel, the marks of whofe muiket were

perfedlly vifible by a large open fradture in the fliull.

Vultures are compared by fome to the eagle, though

thofe of Surinam poflefs very oppofite qualities. They
are indeed birds of prey, but inftead of feeding on what

they kill, like the other noble animal, their chief pur-

fuit is carrion; wherefore they generally refort to burial-

grounds and places of execution, which they difcover by
their very acute fmell, fo much fo, that by the negroes

they are called tingee-fowlo, or the flinking bird. The
Guiana vultures are the fize of a common turkey ; they

are of a dark-grey colour, with black wings and tail ; the

bill is ftraight with a crooked point, and very ftrong ; the

tongue is cloven, the neck without feathers, and the legs

very fhort. Befides carrion, thefe birds will often deftroy

and eat ferpents, and indeed every thing that comes in

their way, until they are fo much gorged that they can

hardly fly.

The bird called the king of the vultures is not very

common in Surinam, though fometimes the Indians bring

one or two to Paramaribo for fale, on account of its great

• Q q 2 beauty.
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. "^^y^^'i naked head and neck, the fkin of which is partly brown,

yellow, and fcarlet : round its neck it has a dnfky, long,

feathered collar, in which it can at pleafure withdraw,

and fo far hide its neck, that nothing but part of the

head is perceptible. This bird likewife feeds on carrion,

ferpents, rats, toads, and even excrements.

Among the other birds of prey in the foreft of Surinam,

is found the crejled eagle. This is a very fierce bird, and

alfo very ftrong; the back is black, but yellowifli at the

bafe ; the breaft and belly white, with black fpots, as are

its thighs, and even the feathers of its legs ; the reft of

the body is entirely brown, and the claws perfectly yel-

low. The head of this bird is flat, ornamented with four

feathers, two long and two Ihort, which it can ere(5t or

deprefs at pleafure.

About this time the Hmd, an Englifli frigate, with

her tender, were on the coaft, looking out for American

prizes.

The 24th, being the Prince of Orange's birth-day, the

whole corps of officers were entertained with fait beef,

fait pork, barley puddings, and hard peafe, by Colonel

Fourgeoud. And this day (poor Joanna being inflexible

in her refolutions) I ratified the agreement with the good

Mrs. Godefroy, in prefence of her mother and other re-

lations, whereby the above lady bound herfelf ** never to

<* part with her, except to myfelf alone, as long as fhe liv-

" ed ; and that upon her death, not only her full liberty,

but
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" but a fpot of ground for cultivation, befides a neat houfe CHAP.
XXVII

** built upon it, fhould be her portion for ever, to difpofe ^ _ '^

** of as fhe pleafed." After this fhe returned my remaining

bond of 900 florins, and gave Joanna a purfe with gold

containing near twenty ducats, befides a couple of pieces

of Eaft India chintz, advifing me at the fame time " to

" give in a requeft to the court for little Johnny's imme-
*' diate manumiilxon ; which," flie obferved, " was a ne-

** cefTary form, whether I Ihould be able to obtain the bail

*' ufually required or not ; and without which, formality,

*' even if I had the bail ready to appear, nothing would

** be done in the courfe of bufinefs."

Having both of us thanked this mofl excellent woman,

I went to fup with the Governor, where being tranf-

ported with joy, I. gave him my requeft in full form,

which he coolly put in his pocket with one hand, while

he gave me a hearty fqueeze with the othfer; andlhaking

his head, told me frankly, " that he would lay it before

** the court ; but at the fame time was perfectly con-

*' vinced my boy muft die a flave, unlefs I could find the

« neceffary bail, which he was at the fame time well per-

'* fuaded very few people would wifh to appear for."

Thus, after fpending fo much time and labour, befides

the expence of above a hundred guineas already paid, I

had ftillthe inexpreflible mortification to fee this dear little

fellow, of whom I was both the father and the mafter,

expofed to perhaps eternal fervitude ; as for Joanna, Ihe

was now perfectly fafe, to my heartfelt fatisfadtion.

One
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. ^^J^'. pointment, moft opportunely prefented itfelf. The fa-

mous negro, Graman-Ss^acy, formerly mentioned, who
was juft returned from Holland, brought the news, that

partly by Ms intereft a new law was there enadted, by

which all flaves were to be free fix months after their

landing at the Texel ; which, indeed, on application of

their mafters, might be extended to twelve, but not a

iingle day longer on any account whatfoever.—Thus be-

ing perfuaded that I fliould one day joyfully carry both

him and his mother over the Atlantic, my heart was

greatly relieved.

Of this Graman-Qwacy I will beg leave to give a fhort

account, before I take farewell of the reader. Suffice it

for the prefent to fay, that the Prince of Orange, belides

paying his out and homeward pafTage, and giving him

feveral prefents, fent him back to Surinam drefled in a

fuit of blue and fcarler, trimmed over with broad gold

lace : on his hat he wore a white feather, and looked

upon the whole not unlike one of the Dutch generals

;

which goodnefs made this king of the negroes, however,

very proud, and even frequently very faucy.

On the 25th, the Governor of the colony gave a very

fumptuous feaft to feveral of his friends at his indigo-

plantation, which was lituated but a few miles at the back

of his palace, where I had the honour to be invited as

one of the party, and had the pleafure of infped^ing the

procefs
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procefs of making indigo^ a detail of which will probably CHAP,

be acceptable. vff^IL
In the firft place, therefore, I fliall prefent the curious

with a drawing of the indigo plant, which is a knotty ^

fhrub produced from feed, which grows to about two feet

from the ground, and comes to perfe61;ion in the fpace of

two months. This plant requires a very rich foil, which

befides ought to be kept perfe6lly clean from weeds. In

the plate, A is the colour of the fprig ; S, the leaves

above ; C, the fame below ; D, the feed inclofed in fmall

brown pods ; E, the lize of the leaf as it grows ; F, a

piece of indigo ready made for ufe. The above fprig

was defigned from nature on the fpot, but on a fmall

fcale : it has fomething the appearance of the tamarind

branch, principally in the fize of the leaf, which alfo

grows in pairs, and is darker above than below ; but at

the extremity of each flioot in this fhrub, one leaf grows

fingle, which is not the cafe in the other. The young

ftioot in the tamarind-trees alfo appears at the extremity

of the branches ; but in this they fpring forth, as may be

feen, from the bafe.

The mode in which this plant is converted into in-

digo is as follows:—When all the verdure is cut off,

the whole crop is tied in bunches, and put into a very

large tub with water, covered over with very heavy

logs of wood by way of preflers : thus kept, it be-

gins to ferment ; in lefs than eighteen hours the water

feems to boil, and becomes of a violet or garter blue co-

lour, extra6ting all the grain or colouring matter from

the
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^
\ another tub, which is fomething lefs, when the remain-

ing trafli is carefully picked up and thrown away ; and

the very noxious fmell of this refufe it is that occafions

the peculiar unhealthinefs which is always incident to

this bufinefs. Being now in the fecond tub, the mafh is

agitated by paddles adapted for the purpofe, till by a

fkilful maceration all the grain feparates from the water,

the firft finking like mud to the bottom, while the latter

appears clear and tranfparent on the furface : this water,

being carefully removed till near the coloured mafs, the

remaining liquor is drawn off into a third tub, to let

what indigo // may contain alfo fettle in the bottom

;

after which, the lafl: drops of water here being alfo re-

moved, the fediment or indigo is put into proper veflels

to dry, where being divefted of its laft remaining moif-

ture, and formed into fmall, round, and oblong fquare

pieces, it is become a beautiful dark blue, and fit for ex-

portation. The beft indigo ought to be light, hard, and

fparkling. In Surinam but little of it is cultivated, for

what reafon I know not, fince one pound is fold for

about four florins, which is about feven fhillings in fter-

ling money.

It is faid this article was firft introduced by one

DeJiradeSf who called himfelf a French officer, and

muft have brought it from the ifland of St. Domingo

very lately, fince I myfelf was well acquainted with this

poor fellow, who fince fliot himfelf through the head

with a x^ftol at Demerary.—As the circumflances of his

death
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death were fomewhat remarkable, I cannot refill the CHAP,
temptation of relating them. Having involved himfelf ^^^'H-

in debt, he turned to ready nioney his remaining efFeds,

and fled from Surinam : next fetting up in the Spanifli

contraband trade, his all was taken. Deprived of every

thing, he now applied for prote6lion to a friend at De-

merary, who humanely gave him Ihelter : at this time

an abfcefs gathering in his fhoulder, every affiflance was

offered, but in vain, Mr. Deftrades refufing to let it be

even examined ; his fhoulder therefore grew worfe, and

even dangerous, but he perfifted in not permitting it to

be uncovered; till one day, having drelTed himfelf in his

beft apparel, the family was alarmed by the report of

fire-arms, when they found him weltering in his blood,

with a piflol by his fide; and then, to their furprize, hav-

ing ftripped him, the mark of V. for 'voleur, or thief, was

difcovered on the very fhoulder he had attempted to con-

ceal.—Thus ended the life of this poor wretch, who had

for years at Paramaribo fupported the chara6ler of a

polite and well-bred gentleman, where he had indeed

been univerfally refpefted.

Dinner being over at the Governor's indigo-plantation,

I now departed in his excellency's coach to the water-

fide, where a tent-barge and eight oars lay in waiting to

row me down to the eftate Catwyky in the River Come-

wina, whither I was invited by Mr. Goetzee., a Dutch

naval officer, who was the proprietor of this beautiful

country-feat. In this charming fituation, no amufements

Vol. II. R r were
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CHAP, were wanting. There were carriages, faddle - horfesy

u - ' f^il-boats, billiard-tables, See. all ready for immediate

ufe. But what embittered the pleafure was, the inhu-

man difpofition of Mr. Goetzee's /ady, who flogged her

negro flaves for every little trifle. Forinftance, one of

the foot-boys, called Jacky^ not having rinfed the glafles

according to her mind, flie ordered him to be whipped

the next morning ; but the unfortunate youth foon put

himfelf beyond the reach of her refentment : for, having

taken farewell of the other negroes on the eftate, he

went up flairs, laid himfelf down upon his majiefs own

bed, where, placing the muzzle of a loaded fowling-piece

in his mouth, by the help of his toe he drew the trigger,

and put an end to his exiftence. A couple of flout ne-

groes were now fent up to fee what was the matter; who,

finding the bed all over befpattered with blood and

brains, got orders to throw the body out of the window

to the dogs, while the matter and miftrefs were fo very

much alarmed, that they never got the better of it* ; nor

would any perfon confent to lie in the fame apartment,

till I chofe it in preference to any other, being afluredly

the moft pleafant room, and the very befl bed, in the

houfe. What added much to the alarm of the family,

was the circumftance of a favourite child lying faft

afleep in the fame apartment where this fliocking cata-

ftrophe happened. They were, however, relieved from

* The above unhappy people were poifoned by their flaves about fix years after

this happened.

5 their
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their alarms on this fcore, by being informed that it had CHAP,
not received the fmalleft injury. xxvii.

I had not been fourteen days on this plantation, when

a female mulatto (lave, called Tettee, for having jocofely

faid <* her miftrefs had fome debt as well as herfelf," was

ftripped ftark naked, and in a very indecent as well as

inhuman manner flogged by two ftout negroes before the

dwelling-houfe door (while both her feet were locked to

a heavy iron bolt) until hardly any fkin was left on her

thighs or fides. Five days after this I had the good for-

tune, however, to get her relieved from the iron-bolt,

which was locked acrofs her fliins : but a Mrs. Fan Eys^

alledging fhe had affronted her alfo by her faucy looks,

prevailed on Mrs. Goetzee to renew the punifhment the

fame week ; when flie was aflually fo cruelly beaten, that

I expected flie could not have furvived it.

Difgufted with this barbarity, I left the eftate Catwyk,

determined never more to return to it : but I ftill accom-

panying Mr. Goetzee to vifit fome of his other plantations

from curiofity, in Cottica and Pirica Rivers, at one of thefe,

called the -^//^, a new-born female infant was prefented me
by way of compliment, to give it a name, which I called

Charlotte. But the next morning, during breakfaft, fe-

ven negroes were here again tied up and flogged, fome

with a cow-Jkiriy which is very terrible.—Hence I made

my retreat to the eftate Sgraven-Haguey and there, meet-

ing a mulatto youth in chains, whole name was Douglas^

I with horror recolledted his unhappy father, who had

R r 2 been
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CHAP, been obliged to leave him a flave, and was now dead.
XXVII

. _ _ '__, Heartily tired of my excurfion, I was now glad to make
bafte back to Paramaribo; where, as foon as I arrived, the

firft news I heard was that Colonel Fourgeoud's French

valet-de-cham-bre, poor Monfieur Laurant, had actually

been buried before he was quite dead ;—and that, for hav-

ing been found drunk in an ale-houfe, no lefs than thir-

teen of our men had moft feverely run the gauntlet, and as

many been terribly baftinadoed, the greateft number of

which no more fawEurope ;—alfo, thata Quaderoon youth

and a Dutch failor were found murdered on the beach.

—

I was now proceeding to take a walk on the plain or efpla-

nade, but here I was called in by Mr. St—k—r, who con-

ducting me three ftories high : " From this window (faid

he) a " few days fince, leaped one of my black boys, to ef-

" cape a gentle flogging ; however, having only fainted

" in confequence of his fall, we foon brought him to life

" again by a hearty fcouring on the ribs, fo he did not

" efcape ; after which, for having rifked himfelf, that is

" to fay his mafter's property, and frightened my wife, fhe

*' ordered him to be fent to Fort Zelandia, where he re-

*' ceived the intereft, that is a moft confounded Jpanfo-

« bockoT

The punifliment called fpanfo-bocko is extremely fe-

vere indeed, and is executed in the following manner \-^

The prifoner's hands being lafhed together, he is laid

down on the ground on one lide, with his knees thruft

between his arms, and thefe confined by a flrong ftake,

which
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which feparates them from his wrifts, and is driven per- c H A P.

pendicularly into the ground, infomuch that he can no xxvil.

more ftir than if he was dead. In this locked pofition,

trulTed Hke a fowl, he is beaten on one. fide of his breech

by a ftrong negro, with a handful of knotty tamarind

branches, till the very flefh is cut away ; he is then

turned over on the other fide, where the fame dreadful

flagellation is inflidted, till not a bit of fkin is left, and

the place of execution is dyed with blood : after which

the raw lacerated wound is immediately waihed with le-

mon-juice and gun-powder to prevent mortification, and

then he is fent home to recover as well as he can.

The above cruel and indecent punifiiment is Ibmetimes

repeated at every fl:reet in the town of Paramaribo, to men
and women indiferiminately, which is a feverity abfo-

lutely beyc-nd conception ; however, it is never ^bus in-

flicted without a condemnation from the court. But a

Ungle fpan/o-doc^o, without regard to age or fex, as I have

juft mentioned, may be ordered by any proprietor, either

at home, or by fending the victim to the fortrefs, with, a

note to the public executioner, to whom fome trifle in

money is paid as a fee of office.

I next was addrefled by a Monfieur RochetauXf whofe

Coromantyn cook, having fpoiled his ragout, had juft: cut

his own throat to prevent a whipping; and Mr. Charles

Reyn/dorp's lately did the fame.

After thefe fa6ts, can it be a matter of furprize, that

the
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CHAP, the negro flaves rife up in rebellion againft mafters who
XXVII.

lYQ^i them with fo very much feverity ?

As I do not recolledt that I have defcribed in what man-

ner thefe infurgents generally attack the eftates, I cannot

introduce it on a more proper occafion.

Having lain during the night lurking in the bufhes

that furround the eftate, they always appear a little be-^

fore day-break, when unexpectedly falling on and maf-

facring the Europeans, they plunder the dwelling-houfe,

which they next fet on fire, and then carry off the negro

women, whom they load with the fpoil, and treat with

the utmoft infolence lliould they make oppofition *.

And now farewell, I hope, ye wretched objects, who

have not made the leaft confpicuous figure in thefe

bloody pages ! for which I Ihould be more ready to apo-

logize to the reader, had I not been induced to make

cruelty afliamed of itfelf, and humanity gain ground ;

- that at laft, in fome meafure, my motive may be crown-

ed with fuccefs, I mofl fincerely wifli, abhorring every

aft of barbarity from the very bottom of my foul.

" Why, Chrijlians, rage thine infolence and fcorn,

*' Why burft thy vengeance on the wretch forlorn ?

* For minute particulars I cannot do American Indians, which are almoft

better than refer the curious to Mr. Bel- perfedtly fimilar to thofe of the African

knap's Hiftory of New Hamp/htre ; where negroes.

be defcribes the ijifurreflion of the

« The
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** The cheerlefs captive, to flow death confign'd,

*' JVeigh'd down with chains, in prifon glooms confin'd j

** Of hope bereft, who, by thy minions curs'd,

**
, With hunger famifh'd, and confum'd with third,

** Without one friend, when Death's lafl: horror ftung,

*• RoU'd the wild eye, and gnaw'd the anguifh'd tongue."

I have already Hated that on the 24th of Auguft I gave

in a hopelefs requeft to the Governor for my boy's eman-

cipation ; and on the 8th of Odlober I faw with equal

joy and furprize the following advertifement pofted up,

** That if any one could give in a lawful objedtion why
" Jobn Stedmarit a Quaderoon infant, the fon of Captain

" Stedman, fliould not be prefented with the bleffing of

'* freedom, fuch perfon or perfons to appear before Ja-
** nuary ift, 1777."—I no fooner read it, than I ran with

the good news to my good friend, Mr. Palmer, who af-

fured me, " that the above was no more than a form, put

" in practice on the fuppofition of my producing the bail

*^ required, which undoubtedly they expedled, from my
<* having fo boldly given in my requeft to the Governor of

*' the colony."—Without being able to utter one fyUable

in reply, I retired to the company of Joanna, who, with a
"

fmile, bid me " never to defpair, thatJohnny certainly one

** day would be free;" nor did fhe ever fail in giving

me fome confolation, whatever defperate were my expec-

tations.

About this time we were informed, that in the Utrecht

paper an impertinent libel had appeared againll the good

Four-

CHAP.
XXVII.
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CHAP. Fonrgeond, ridiculing him for his embaffy to the Oivca

^

XXVII.

^

^^^ Serameca negroes : which gentleman, though he had

no affittance from thefe allies to expert, and his troops •

now melted down almoft to nothing, neverthelefs fcorned

to keep thofe that could ftand upon their feet inailive.

Thus, having provided the few remaining privates with

new cloathes (the Jirji they had received fince 1772)

befides new fabres, bill-hooks, Sic. he fent them all

once more up, accompanied only by the fubalterns, to

be encamped at the mouth of the Caffipore Creek, in

the upper parts of tlie Cottica river; the ftaff officers and

captains being ordered fooii to follow : and on the 7th

"joe were treated by our commander, for the^fr/^ time, with

a firloin of good roaft-beef, which, however, was fent him

from Amfterdam, prepared as I have already defcribed.

At the deffert was a kind of fruit called in Surin^impomme

de canelky or cinnamon-apple : it grows on a flirub in

moft gardens at Paramaribo, and has 'fomething the ap-

pearance of a young artichoke, being covered with a kind

of green fcales. The ikin of this fruit is half an inch

thick, and the pulp like clotted cream mixed with brown

fugar : it is very fweet, but not much efteemed by many

palates, being rather too lufcious ; the feeds, which are

black, hard, and large, are contained in the pulp or

creamy fubftance.

Having now prepared myfelf once more for actual fer-

vice, and again received a profulion of wine, fpirits, and

refrelhments of every kind, to carry with me to the

woods,
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woods, from different friends at Paramaribo ; I left my CHAP.
dear mulatto and her boy to the care of that excellent ^

^^i*

woman Mrs. Godefroy, in order the following day to fet

out on my feventb campaign, and help, if poffible, to

compleat that buiinefs we had fo long and fo ardently un-

dertaken, for the fafety and welfare of this valuable co-

lony, and its lawful inhabitants of every denomination

;

while happily my health and my fpirits were at this time

once more juft as vigorous and as ftrong, with all my
limbs as perfedlly found, as the very firft day that I land-

ed, with Colonel Fourgeoud and his regiment of marines,

in Terra Firma,

Vol. IK Sf CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

^he Rebels fiy for Prote&ion to Cayenne—Third March to

Gado-Saby—A fecond Re-inforcement of Troops arrive

from Holland—Shipwreck of the Tranfport Paramaribo

—March to Rio Comewina—Difmal Pi&ure of Dijirefs

and of Mortality—The Peace of the Colony refiored.

CHAP. C^S^ ^'^ I'^t^ of November, in company with feveral

^^-^ other gentlemen, I now once more fet out in a tent

barge for the encampment at -the Caffeepore Creek; and

this day the whole colony was full of fmoke, the woods hav-

ing taken fire near the fea fide by fome unknown accident.

On our paflage we met Colonel Texier^ who came from the

poft Vredenburgh, at the Marawina, with a detachment

;

and afluredus, that fince the blow we gave to the rebels at

Gado-Saby, they were mofl:ly fled to the other fide of that

great river, where they found refuge amongft the French

who were fettled in Cayenne ; he had, however, taken a

woman, and lieutenant Keen took two men, and killed

two more, while the two new black volunteer companies

fupported the honour of their colours, which they had

received with fo much ceremony from the governor, by

occafionally bringing in captives from the fea fhore be-

hind Paramaribo, in which they were afliifted by the In-

dians, who had voluntarily fought and defeated the enemy

. * there,
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there, more than once. Thus every thing promifed fair chap.
to crown our endeavours with fuccefs, and finally to re- ^'^^^j^^',

eflablifli fafety and tranquillity in the colony.

On our paiTage we flopped at the eflate Saardan, the

proprietor of which (by a late marriage) was our Lieu-

tenant Colonel Des Borgnes. I found here an American

failor who came to load molafTes, and having an inclina-

tion to try the flcill of the new planter (and his overfeer)

in rum, I defired the tar to colour a couple of gallons of

kill-devil made at the very fame plantation, and bring

them afhore as rum brought from Antigua. He did fo,

and they gave him in exchange for it a fix gallon keg of

the very fame fpirits; declaring it was much better than

their own, and then drank the contents in punch, to my
very great entertainment. The failor faid he fhould

colour the fix gallons alfo, and did not doubt of loading

his boat to the water's edge before he reached Paramaribo.

—Such, in all countries, is the force of prejudice.

Having been very well entertained at Saardan, we
fet forward, and arrived fafe in the encampment at th.e

CafTeepore Greek, in Cottica River, on the 13th ; where,

in flepping afhore, being without fhoes and flockings,

I narrowly efcaped being bitten by a land-fcorpion. This

infe6t is of the fize of a fmall cray-fifh, and has an oval

body; its colour is like that of foot, and it is jointed in

moveable rings : it has eight legs, divided by joints, and

two jointed claws projeding from the head, appearing

like part of the body, with fuch fmall eyes that they are

S f a hardly
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xxvill^

divilions like beads, which terminate in a double fling

;

this it bends over its back, to protect its young ones from

the attacks of other infecSts : for to the creature's back, the

young refort, after being hatched from eggs like pin-

heads, in a fmall web fpun by the female. The fling of

the land-lcorpion is not accounted fatal, but occafions a

violent pain, and throws the patient into a fever: it is faid

they change their fkins, as crabs do their fhells. The

fcorpions generally frequent old trees and old furniture,,

and are often found amongft dry rubbifli and faded grafs.

Almofl the firfl accidents that I faw here was a poor

fellow, a marine, going to bathe in the river, wh« was

inflantly fnapt away by a large alligator. I no fooner

beheld him fink and difappear, than having flripped, I

a6tually dived after the poor man, by the help of a long

oar, which a negro held perpendicular under water for

the purpofe, conftantly taking care to keep all my limbs

in motion. However I found him not, and tugging the

oar as a fignal to pull it up, the fellow, by mifcomprehen-

fion, puflied both it and myfelf down with fuch violence,-

that we did not rife again to the furface till near the

middle of the flream, which carried down the oar,

while I regained the fliore by fwimming and very great

exertion.

On the aoth, being now once more ordered to march

on difcovery to Gado-Saby, I fet out at fix o'clock in the

morning, with two fubaltern officers, three ferjeants,

>< feveii
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feven corporals, and fifty privates, befides a furgeon, and C ha P.

the noted free negro Goufary (whom we loft for three .•^^^"^"

or four hours) and encamped near the banks of the

fame creek, not having been able to advance above fix

miles due weft from its mouth.

On the 2ift we marched north for about feven or eight

miles, without meeting with one drop of water to alle-

viate our burning thirft, it being at this time in the very

heart of the dry feafon, which this year was more fcorch-

ing than I ever remembered it before.

Having now changed my courfe to the north-eaft, and

pafled the quagmire, about noon the following day we
marched dry through the late fatal marfli, and an hour

after we kept due weft; when, falling in with a large

field of yams, we demoliflied it; then proceeding for-

ward, I encamped in the old fettlement Cofaay, almoft

choked for want of water, not having met with any

thing like it from the moment we fat out. Here, how-

ever, the negro flaves found means to procure us fome,

which, though ftagnant and ftinking like a kennel,, we
drank, ftraining it through our fiiirt-fleeves.

During this march, 1 neverthelefs took notice of the

following trees, not yet defcribed, viz., the canavatepyy

and the berklack, which are extremely fit for domeftic ufe.

The firft is beautifully ftriped, black and brown, and has

much the appearance of that ufually called brazil, while

it diffufes a fmell in working not inferior to that of a

carnation. The fecond is a pale red or pink colour, and is

equally
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XXVIII
,j^ _ y alfo prefented with a fingular kind of fruit, called here

the marmalade box, being about the fize of ,a large apple,

rather oval, and all covered over with down. This fruit

in the beginning is green, and when ripe it turns to a

brown colour : the hufk is hard, and by a certain motion

opens in halves like a walnut, when the pulp appears

like that of a medlar, being a fweet brown fubftance, and

adhering to large kernels, which the inhabitants fuck

off with avidity ; and from this it derives the above

name. As I took no particular notice of the tree, I

am forry not to have it in my power to give any account

of it whatfoever.

The 23d I marched eaft from Cofaay, with a view of

obtaining fome frefli accounts of the rebels ; and pro-

ceeded by a path of commimication through cultivated

fields, but fell in with nothing, fome delightful views,

and a large herd of warree hogs, excepted, which from

the gnafhing of their teeth and their ftamping the ground

before we faw them, we had a6lually miftaken for a

ftraggling party of the enemy, and had confequently

frefh-primed, and prepared to engage them.

About noon we returned to Gado-Saby, where, fitting

down to reft from' our fiitigue, a tall old rebel negro ap-

peared fuddenly in the very midft of us, with a long

white beard, a white cotton flieet tied about his fhoulders,

and a broken cutlafs in his hand. Seeing this venerable

apparition, I inftantly ftarted up, and forbidding my
people
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people to fire at him, I civilly defired him to approach CHAP.
XXVIII

me, pledging myfelf that no perfon under my command ^ '.

ftiould dare to hurt him ; but that he fhould have every

thing for his relief that I could afford.—He anfwered,

*' No, no, maffera !" with the utmofl deliberation, and

fhaking his head in an inftant difappeared ; while two

of my men (contrary to my orders) fired after him, at

the diftance of perhaps fix paces only, yet both milled

their object, to my great fatisfailion, he being a poor for-

faken creature, that had been left behind the reft, glean-

ing a precarious fubiiftence from his own deferted fields

which we had formerly deftroyed. What renders the

negroes fo difficult to hit with a ball is this, that they

never run flraight forward, but zig-zag, like the forked

lightning in the elements.

I now, to fulfil my orders, once more ranfacked Cofaay,

with its adjoining plains, though with a fore heart, on

account of the poor lonely old rebel. Here, having cut

down feveral cotton and plantain-trees, okeor or althea,

pigeon-peafe, maize, pine-apples, and fome rice, mofl of

which had fpontaneoufly fprung up again fince our

lafl devaftation, I could not help leaving, before a little

Jbed, where was fome frefh aflies and banana fliells, a

few rufk bifcuits and a good piece of fait beef, as alfo a

bottle of new rum, for the unfortunate folitary old man,

this being his retreat; after which we once more en-

camped in the fields of Cofaay.

Having fo frequently mentioned rice^ it may be ex-

pe(5ted
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CHAP. pe£led that I fhould fay fomething concerning its growth
xxvin.

^j^j cultivation. It rifes to the height of four feet, with

furrowed ftalks, and in appearance is not unlike wheat,

but the ftalks are knotted by intervals, and ftronger ; the

leaves are like thofe of reeds : the feeds are produced

fomewhat like barley, and grow on each fide of the

fpikes or ears alternately. The oryza or rice is cultivated

in a warm and marfhy foil; the grains are oval, and if good

ought to be white, hard, and tranfparent. As for the

ufe of this commodity for food, it is fo well known, that

I fliall only fay, that without this grain our poor marines

muft: long ago have all been ftarved, particularly in Au-

guft 1775 ; when, for all allowance, they got per day one

rufk bifcuit, and three fpikes of maize or Indian corn, for

Jive men ; rice alone fupplying, as I have intimated, the

reft of the allowance.

Having now fully compleated my commiffion, I, with

my detachment, marched back for the Cafleepore Creek,

<lire6ting my courfe through the ruined fields of Gado-

Saby, which were at prefent choked up to a perfedl

wildernefs. Hence we kept firft to the fouth-weft, and

then due fouth, after which we flung our hammocks

near a former encampment. It is to be obferved, that at

this time all the marflies were nearly dry, on account of

the hotteft feafon I ever remember ; while the foetid fmell

occafioned by the quantities of dead warrapa fifli, that

had been deferted by the water, was an intolerable nui-

iance. From amongft thefe putrid fiflies, our negro

flaves
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flaves neverthelefs fele(5led the moft tolerable, which, CHAP.
yxVllT

fried in the evening, ferved them for a delicate morfel.
^_

',

The morning following we again marched fouth-wefl

by weft, when we flung our hammocks not above four

miles from the Caflepore Creek ; and on the a6th (keep-

ing fouth-fouth-weft) we arrived in the grand camp, much
fatigued and emaciated, myfelf with a fwelled face or

eryfipelas ; when I gave in my journal to Lieutenant-

Colonel deBorgnes, who commanded*: and I believe, upon

my honour, that had we been ordered to remain twenty

years on this expedition, with a poflibility of faving our

lives, the different difeafes, plagues, and torments, would

ftill have accumulated and varied without end.

A detachment of fifty men was next fent out to recon-

noitre at Jerufalem, &c. ; and on the 6th of December

the long-expefted relief, confifting of three hundred and

fifty men, arrived in the river Surinam from Holland,

after a voyage of nine weeks and three days, of which

they fpent a fortnight at Plymouth.

By tliefe the unfortunate account was brought, that

Captain Jochem Meyer (who had on board a confiderable

Him of money for our troops) was taken by the Moors,

and carried with his crew to Morocco, where they were

condemned to be flaves to the emperor f; and that the

* See the above route, and all the others f Tte above captdn and his crew

to Gado-Sab)-y in Plate LVI. where they were fince fet at liberty, having been rai»-i

SiXt by different lines diftinftly marked. fomed b^ tjie Dutch.

Vox.. II. T t Aiip
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CHAP, fhip Paramaribo, 'Captain Spruyt (being one of the vefTels

xxvill. that carried over the lick in the beginning of Auguft) was

wrecked and entirely loft in the channel, on the rocks of

UJIoant ; but that, by the exertions of fome French fifhing-

boats, the crew and troops had all been faved, and carried-

into Breft, whence they had taken a frefh palTage for the

Texel ; after which the Prince of Orange (who was t;ver

diftinguiflied for benevolence, and doing good and hu-

mane adlions) ordered the officers and private men, above

one hundred in number, to receive the following fums,

by way of defraying their lofs, viz. each marine received

about four, the fubalterns thirty, the captains forty, and>

Major Medlar., who commanded, fifty pounds fterling*

However, by this fhipwreck, I loft all my three chefts-

of fweetmeats and pickles, befides parrots, butterflies,

monkies, &c. intended as prefents to my friends in Eu-

rope, which indifcriminately went to the bottom, to my
no fmall mortification.

Having now for above a month been lodged in a paltry

hvit, beaten by the wind and ftiowers of rain (which began

to fet in unexpedtedly) ; and being informed, that not-

withftanding the arrival of the relief, we were ftill to

ftay fome time longer in the woods, which broke many
hearts; I, on the 12th of December, earneftly fet about

building for myfelf a comfortable houfe, and which was

finifhed, without either nail or hammer, in lefs than fix

days, though it had two rooms, a piazza with rails, and a

fmall
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fmall kitchen, befides a garden, in which I fpwed, in CHAP.

pepper-creffes, the names of Joanna and John ; while my ^^^^"\

next-door neighbour, who was my friend Captain BoltSy

made fhift to keep a goat, and thus we lived not alto-

gether uncomfortably. Others kept hens and ducks, but

not a cock was to be feen in the camp ; for thefe, having

firft' had all their tongues cut out to prevent their crow-

ing (though to no purpofe) had been lince condemned to

lofe their heads. In fhort, our gentlemen built a row of

very curious houfes indeed, all proje6ling from the beech

;

while, on the oppofite fide, above a hundred green huts

being conftrufled to receive the new-come troops, the

whole together formed no contemptible ftreet, though it

muft be confeffed its inhabitants were little better than

fcare-crows.

What was molt remarkable in my own habitation,

iiowever, was its entry, which was not by the door, nor

yet by the window, but only by the roof, where I crept

in and out, allowing abfolutely no other admittance ; and

by this contrivance alone I was efFe6tually gviarded from

thofe frequent vifitors who fmelt my pancakes, and ufed

to make too free with my eggs and bacon, befides inter-

rupting me while I was drawing, writing, or reading.

Upon the whole, I muft acknowledge, that this encamp-

ment was agreeable enough (more fo as being on elevated

ground), had it not been for the pefl:ilential damps and

mephitic vapours that exhale conftantly from the earth,

snd had already fent numbers to the other world.

T t z During-



324 NARRATIVEOFAN
CHAP. During this fliort fpace of tranquillity I conftrTifted in

XX VIII, miniature my cottage in which I lived at the Hope, on an

oblong board of about eighteen inches by twelve, which

being entirely made of the manicole-tree and branches>

like the original,, was efteemed a mafler-piece ; and this I

fent as a prefent to my friend Mr. de Graaff at Paramariboj

who fince placed it in a cabinet of natural curiofities at

Amfterdam.. As I am upon this fubjeily I am tempted

to prefent th^ reader with a view of two of my habita-

tions, the one that at the Hope, where I fpent fuch happy

days ; and the other temporary, fuch as in the woods w^e

conftru(5ted to be fheltered from the weather :—the firft

may be conlidered as the emblem of domeftic felicity;

the fecond of rullick hardfliip and fatigue.

The troops of the Society oi Surinam, who had been

encamped at the Wana Creek (the rainy feafon prema-

turely fetting in) now wifely broke up, and on the 26tii

paffing by us, rowed down the river Gottica on their way

to the plantations in the Pirica Greek ; but as for us, yv^

were as ufual condemned to linger in the Gaflipore campi

while Fourgeoud ftill kept fnug at Paramaribo. Witli

the above officers we received intelligence that a few

more rebels had been taken at the Marawina ; while we
curfelves daily continued to fend out patrolesto the right

and left, but met with nothing to capture.-

At laft, on the 29th, fix barges came to an anchor before

our encampment, with part of the frelli troops that were

arrived from Holland for our relief ; which I could not

help
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help viewing with compaffion, and not Withoat a caiife, Chap!
many of them being ah-eady attacked with the fcurvy, and ,^.3^
other loathfome difeafes. We however fent for tricks,

and built an oven to bake frefli bread, &c. and did all

that was in our power to comfort them : having received

alfo a fupply of wine for my own ufe, I gave a hearty

welcome to all the officers, to cheer their fpirits ; but this

ill-fated liquor had an efFe<Sl far different from what I in-

tended on one of our captains, P 1 by name, who,

from fome raifundeiftanding, challenged me to fight him
inflantly. Having retired to fome diftance from the

camp, and drawing our fabres, he burfl out into an im-

moderate fit of laughter, and throwing away his Weapon,

defired me " to cut away ; but that for his part he had

" fuch a real regard for me, that he felt it was impoflible

*' for him to make any refiftance :" after which, catching

me in both his arms, he gave me fo hearty an embrace,.

that he had nearly flifled me, and I could not without

the greatefl difficulty get difentangled. Being recovered

from my fiirprize, I could not help fmiling in my turn';

and after a friendly reprimand re-condudted my valiant

opponent to the company, where we clofed the y^at

with the greateft mirth and conviviality.

A confounded tumble through my hammock having

uihered in the morning of 1777, we went to the com^-

manding officer of the camp, to pay him the compli-

ments of the feafon ; where I was fhown the philander,

or
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CHAP, or Mexican oppojjumi here called awaree, which had been

x^^^^ juft taken alive, and with all its young.

I have already mentioned the murine oppofTum; thus

fhall now only defcribe fuch peculiarities as I was able to

remark, and which were indeed but few in number, the

animal being in the bottom of an empty hogfliead when I

faw it, its biting preventing me to take it in my hand,

—

In the firft place, it was much larger than the former,

this being the fize of an over-grown Norway rat : the

colour was a yellowilh grey all over, and the belly and

limbs a dirty white; the muzzle was more blunt than

that of the murine oppoffum, with long whilkers; its

eyes not black but tranfparent, with a black ring round

(the iris ; the tail extremely long, thick, and hairy, par-

ticularly near the root, and its fmell was very offenfive.

This oppofllim had a pouch under its belly, formed by

the folding of the fkin, which is hairy within as well as

without ; from this pouch I faw the young ones (five or

fix in number) feveral times run out, when the mother

was not difturbed, and as often run into it upon the

fmalleft noife, or Ihaking the hogfliead.—As I pitied the

poor creature, after its having been fo long tormented,

I fuddenly kicked up the hoglliead, when the oppoffum

with all its young efcaped, and ran fwiftly up a very high

tree before Colonel Seyburg's cottage, and there it hung

by the tail to one of the branches ; but [as it is a dread-^

Jul deftroyer of poultry, and the Colonel apprehended that

7 it
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it would kill every one of his fowls, he ordered it, to my chap.
. forrow, to be (hot down, with all its young ones.—The ,

^xviii .

Virginian oppoffum I never faw ; and my only further

remark on this fhall be, that its adlivity very much fur-

prized me, as many writers have denied it this quality.

For further particulars, I refer the reader to the murine

or moufe oppoffum above-mentioned, as in moft circum-

ftances thefe two animals perfecftly agree.

Among the deftroyers of poultry, there is another ani-

mal in this country, known by the njtme of quacy-quacy

:

fome call it the racoon, but which properly is the coati'

mondiy orBrafilim weafel; though many people, with

fome degree of propriety, compare it to a fox, as it is

often able to carry away a goofe or a turkey, and is alfo

'

extremely cunning. This creature is fometimes near two

feet long, the body Ihaped like that of a dog, and com-

monly black, or rather dark brown, though many are of

a bright bay colour : the tail is long, hairy, and annulated

with black, and a deep buff; the breaft and belly are a

dirty white; the head is a light brown, with long jaws,

and a black fnout that projedts upwards for near two

inches, and is moveable like that of the tapira; the eyes

are fmall, the ears are lliort and rounded, while on each

fide a curved ftripe conne6ls them and the muzzle ; the

legs of the coati are fhort, efpecially the foremoft ; the feet

are very long, with five toes on each, and long claws,

while the animal, like the bear, always walks on the heel,

and ftands on thofe behind. No quadrupeds (the mon-

kies
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CHAP, kies not excepted) are better climbers on the trees, wher«
?rWITT

thefe creatures commit dreadful ravages amongft birds-

nefts, every fmall animal which they can conquer be-

coming their prey. In the poultry-yards in particular

they commit great devaftations, on which account every

contrivance that can be invented is put ii; practice to

deffcroy them.

As I am upon the fubjedt of animals, before I leave

the woods I muft defcribe another creature, which inhabits

them, and which (though more than twice the fize of

the laft) lives chiefly on ants ; this is the great ant-eatei'^

or jant-bear, called alfo the tamanoirt and by the Spa^*

njards the oja palmera. The body of this animal is co-

vered over with very long fliaggy hair; on the back

apd belly it is black, and on the neck and iides a grey of

yellowifh white ; the head is extremely long and flender,

of a light bay colour, with very fmall eyes ; the ears are

fl^ort and round, and the mouth (which has no teeth) juft

large enough to admit its tongue ; the- t9,il is of an enorr

mo\is ii2e, with vpry long black hair, fomething like that

of ahorfe; wUh this extraordinary tail, when aileep (which

is generally in thp day time^ or during a hard fliower of

rain) theanimal covers jtfelf like a fquirrel; at other times

he trails it along, and fweeps the ground. The limbs are

flqnder, but covered with long hair; the hindmoft legs

being fliorteft an^ black., with five claws ; thofe before are

.of a,dirty white, with but four claws, the two middle claws

ibein^ of an extraordinary length..

The
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The great ant-eater is a very bad walker, refting always chap
on the heel of his awkward long feet, like the coati and xxviil.

hear ; but he is a better climber, and fo good a fighter,
'~~'

that no dog will hunt him, fince whatever animal he

catches between his fore claws (nay even the jaguar or

tiger) he will not releafe while he has life. His food, as

I have faid, confifls of ants, which he takes in the follow-

ing manner :—when he comes to an ant-hillock, he unfolds

his flender tongue, which is about twenty inches long,

moft exactly refembling a worm ; this being covered

over with a clammy matter or faliva, the ants get upon

it in great numbers, and by drawing it into his mouth,

he fwallows thoufands all alive, and renews the operation,

till no more are to be found, when he marches in queft

of another mountain, and in the fame manner deftroys

the unwary inhabitants. He alfo climbs in quefl of wood-

lice and wild honey ; but fliould he meet with little fuc-

cefs in his devaftations, he is able to faft a confiderable

time without the fmalleft inconvenience. It is faid that

the great ant-bear is tameable, and that then he will pick

crumbs of bread, and fmall pieces of flefli; alfo that

when killed, he affords good food to the Indians and ne-

groes, the laft of which I have feen devour his fiefh with

pleafure. Some ant-bears meafure, from the fnout to the

tip of the tail, no lefs than eight feet.—See the two laft-

defcribed animals in the plate annexed.

A fmall fpecies of ant-bear, called the tamandua^ is

alfo found in Surinam, though not very common. This

Vol. II. U u diflfers
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CHAP, differs from the former in having twenty toes, the head
XXVIII. being thicker in proportion, and the tail fmaller, which

is variegated with bands of black and yellowifh white.

—

A lefler fpecies dill is called xhe fourmillier, which, how-

ever, never came within my obfervation.—But to pro-

ceed.

On the 3d, fix more barges with troops came up from

Paramaribo, which compleated the number of three hun-

dred and fifty men arrived from Holland. Amongft thefe,

being informed there was a Captain Charles Small^ come

from the Scots Brigade, this gentleman having exchanged

with poor Enfign Macdonald (who was fent over lick)

I*inftantly fculled down the river alone in a canoe to meet

him, and offer him my afliftance. I had no fooner got

on board his barge, than I found him fufpended in a

hammock with a burning fever. He, not knowing me
on account of my drefs, which was no better than that of

the moft ragged failor, afked me what I wanted; but

when he faw in me his poor friend Stedman^ changed

from a flout fprightly young fellow, to a miferable debi-

litated tatterdemallion, he grafped me by the hand, with-

out uttering a word, and burft into tears : which agitation,

while it increafed his illnefs, fhewed the goodnefs of his

heart to me, more than any thing he could have uttered

on the fubje6t.-r-" D—n your blubbering, Charles !" faid

I ; " turn out of this flinking cockle-fhell : I'll prefently

*' cure thee ;"—and getting him hoifled into my canoe, I

brought him on fhore to my own habitation, but with

§ the
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the greateft difficulty, being obliged to thruft him c H A pl

XXVIII
through a crevice made on purpofe, as the hole in the

^_
',

roof was not calculated even for any healthy perfon's

admittance, myfelf excepted. Having here flung his

hammock near to my own, and boiled fome water, I

treated him with warm grog and a toafted bifcuit, and

he became much better from that very moment. He

now acquainted me that one of his men was drowned

on the pafTage ; and that Colonel Fourgeoud having en-

tertained the officers with a ball after their landing, at

which one of his cooks, and a couple of meagre marines,

had been the fidlers, he concluded his illnefs to be the

confequence of too much dancing. A little after this. Co-

lonel Fourgeoud himfelf appearing in perfon in the camp

amongft us, he foon, however, entertained us with mufick

of a different kind ; which was no lefs than the difcourag-

ing news, that by the newly-arrived corps of officers fe-

veral of us had loft our rank (both in the regiment and in

the army) after parching above four years in a burning

fun, toiling ourfelves almoft to death, and fubfifting upon

ftinking meat and black rufk. To add to this grievance,'

while the above gentlemen ufurped our preferment, we

were, inftead of being relieved, ordered to continue in

the wooils, in order to teach them their duty.

During the above unpleafing probation, the major's

duty again fell to my fliare ; which was at this time ex-

tremely difagreeable, being obliged daily to chaftife the

men, many of whom pilfered the magazine to alleviate

U u 2 hunger,
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•CHAP, hunger, having been without the article of bread for
XXVIII

t

•

feven days, the oven being dropped to pieces. Amongft

others, one poor fellow was nearly flogged to death for

having borrowed one of the colonel's Bologna faufages;

for, let it be remembered, that our commander in chief,

whatever might be the diftrefs and hardfhips of the reft,

never forgot to fupport bis own dignity, by at leaft half

a dozen of ftout negroes loaded with bacon hams, Bo-

logna faufages, bullocks tongues, tea, coffee, fugar, Ma-

deira wine, Holland's gin, &c.

—

Courage may prompt, but, ebbing out his ftrength.

Mere unfupported man muft yield at length

:

Shrunk with dry famine, and with toils declin'd.

The drooping body will defert the mind ;

But built anew with health-conferring fare.

With limbs and foul untam'd, he tires a war.

At length, on the 8th, a barge arrived, not only with a

fupply of fait beef and rufk, but a bullock and two hogs, as

a prefent from Mr. FeIman,vf\io, accompanied by his lady,

Sec. came actually on a vifit to Fourgeoud, in this very ftrange
"

• encampment. The above animals being immediately killed,

they were diftributed among four hundred people; fo that

it may well be conceived the fhares, though fweet, were not

very large, after which the company walked about to view

our different habitations. Being arrived at my dwelling,

Fourgeoud led them round and round, but feeing no

door to get in, he called out, ** Nobody at home ?" When
I in-
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I inftantly thruft my head through the thatch, with a pan- c H A P:

cake in my hand, and offered to haul in the ladies; but this .-^^^^^^'^

they civilly declined. I never i'zw Fourgeoud laugh fo

much in my life. As foon, however, as he was able to re-

cover his gravity, he exclaimed, " Sacre Dieu ! Ilfaut etre

" Stedman,—il faut etre original comme lui\'^ and re-con-

du6ted the company to his own apartment, where he gave

me an invitation to follow them. Indeed, when Captain

Small and I went out, we generally fpent our time in a

beautiful favannah, where we had erected a green fhed, to

be free in converfation, and called it Ranelagb ; here we
caroufed and cracked a bottle in private, till we could crack

no longer^ having lived fo well that in a little time more

than a week my cheefe and bacon bams quite difappeared,

and not a drop of wine or rum was left in the flafks.—After

this he, as well as I, were obliged to live on fliort allowance;

while Small had the fatisfaflion, however, to fee his fhip-

mates do the fame : who, not being acquainted with the

CEConomy neceffary in a foreft, had made all their flour

into plum-pudding, and were already obliged to break

their teeth on a piece of rye rufk.

In fliort, fo early as the i2,th, one hundred and fifty of'

thefe newly-arrived people were already ordered to march;

when, by the way of feafoning them, befides heavy ac-

coutrements and a hammock, they had orders each man to

carry a fluffed knapfack on his back. Of this party, my
friend Small happened to be one, who being as corpulent as

Sir John Faljiaff, and I having accoutred him in the above

manner,
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CHAP, manner, the poor fellow could hardly walk at all ; till

XXVIII, declaring to Fourgeoud that I nauft roll him along like a

hogfhead, he got leave to be diiengaged from a part of

his unweildy encumbrances.

Every thing being ready, this loaded detachment now

faced to the right, and fet out, with Colonel Fourgeoud

at their head, for the river Marawina : and while I muft

here acknowledge that this chief was now become to my-

felf as civil as I could expert or defire, yet juftice compels

me to add, that to all others he remained juft as inflexible

a tyrant as ever I had known him; which charadter he

unhappily feemed to think incompatible with his rank.

During their abfence, I crolTed the water, and cut down

a cabbage-tree on the other fide of the river Cottica, not

only for the cabbage, but for the fake of the groe-groe

worms, with which I knew it would fwarm in about a

fortnight.

Straying here through the woods with my black boy

Quaco, I met with the following trees, ftill left for de-

fcription, viz. the cedar, the brown-heart, and the bul-

let-tree. The firft, though it bears that name, is different

from the cedars of Lebanon, which grow in a pyrami-

dical form. The Surinam cedar, however, grows alfo to

a great height, but is principally efteemed becaufe the

wood is never eaten by the worms or other infedts, on

account of its great bitternefs; it has alfo a moft agree-

able fmell, and is therefore ufed in preference to moft

others for making chefts, cupboards, lockers, and a;ll forts

of
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of joinery ; befides which, it is employed in making the CHAP.
XXVIII

tent-barges and other boats. Tlie colour of the timber
. \

is a pale orange : it is both hard and light, and from the

trunk exudes a gum (not unlike the gum Arabic) which

is tranfparent, and difFufes a mofl agreeable flavour.

The brown-heart is in hardnefs of the fame confiftency

as the purple-heart, and the green-heart already men-

tioned, and is fhaped into heavy timber for the fame

purpofes, fuch as conftrufting fugar-mills, See. : the co-

lour ot this wood is a beautiful brown.—The other is the

bullet-tree \ this tree grows fometimes to fixty feet, but

is not fo thick in proportion as many others : the bark

is grey and fmooth, the timber brown, variegated or pow-

dered with white fpecks. No wood in the foreft is equal

to this in weight, being heavier than fea-water, and fo

very durable, that when expofed to the open air neither

rain or fun have any effe6l on it ; for this reafon, befides

its other various ufes, it is fplit into JJnngles to roof the

houfes, inftead of flates or tiles, which, as I formerly men-

tioned, would be too heavy and too hot. Thefe Ihingles

are fold for >C- 4 fterling a thoufand at Paramaribo, and

continue fometimes twenty-four years before they are

renewed.

I ought to mention alfo a kind of mahogany, which is

found in the woods of Guiana, called the dticolla-bollay

and which is of a fuperior quality to any which is im-

ported here, being of a deeper red colour, and of a finer,

more equal, and compadt grain ; alfo of greater hardnefs

and
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CHAP, and weight, and thus capable of receiving a more elegant

''^™'
poliHi.

About this period the whole camp was infefted with a

kind of wood-lice, fo called in Surinam, but with more

propriety they might be termed white ants, refembling

them almoft in every particular, except that the ants

dwell in the ground, and thefe build their nefts on the

trunks of trees : thefe nells, being black, round, and ir-

regular, are not unlike the woolly head of a negro, but

fometimes as large as the half of a hogfliead, and com-

pofed of a ruft-coloured incruftated earth, which is ex-

tremely hard, and impenetrable to the weather. In this

mafs, which internally confifts of innumerable crofs

roads, each the fize of a goofe-quill, they live together

in myriads, whence they fally forth, and commit their

depredations, unequalled by any other infed; in Guiana,

piercing through the hardeft wood, leather, linen, or

whatever comes in their way. They alfo frequently get

into the houfes by an incrufted covered road made againfl:

the wall, refembling the half of a Aiding pencil, which

is with its windings fometimes feveral hundred feet long:

if this is not deftroyed upon its firft appearance (which

muft be done by arfenick or the oil of turpentine) as

they crumble every thing to duft, whole dwellings M'ill

be entirely demolifhed, and come down to the ground in

rubbifti. Thefe infedts (notwithftanding their fetid abo-

minable fmell) are reckoned a very good food for poultry,

who are faid to thrive on them even better than on In-

dian
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dian corn. I oiiq;ht not to forget their extreme induftry CHAP.
XXVIII.

in repairing their habitation when injured, and their ^ _ _ '.

wonderful power of propagation, which (let ever fuch

numbers be deftroyed) brings them in a very fliort time

to their former unaccountable multiplicity.

To another peft we were alfo frequently fubje6led in

this camp, and this was no lefs than clouds oi flying lice,

which covered our clothes fometimes fo thick, that thev

abfolutely gave them the appearance of grey cloth. This

was owing to the fhedding of their wings, which, being

four in number ; they generally left behind them after,

they alighted, and being thus without the means of fly-

ing off again, they remained on our jackets ; except

however thus covering us all over, they caufed us no

other inconvenience. It is the opinion of fome natura- .:

lifts, that thefe flying lice are no other than the above-

mentioned wood-lice, which when they become old

get wings, leave their nefl:s, and fly about, like fome other

ants, both in Europe and in America.

About this time the difcipline was peculiarly ftri6t in

the camp, fo that whoever made the very leaft noife

was moft feverely punillied, nay, threatened to be fliot

;

and even the fentinels were ordered to challenge rounds

and patrols by no other found than whiflling, which was

anfwered in the fame manner.

On the i8th, one of thefe being condemned to be

flogged forfpeaking loud, I however found means (Four-

geoud not being yet returned) to get him pardoned, after

V-OL. IL X X he
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CHAP, he was already ftripped. The following day, neverthelefs,
XXVIII
._

', evinced that I could punifh when things were carried too

far ; for feeing a large piece of boiled pork (about two

pounds weight) flying pall me with great velocity, and

finding it was thrown by one marine to another, while

they had got a quarrel, I inftantly ordered them to pick,

it up, and (having cut it in two) I flood over them my-

felf till they fwallowed every morfel of it in my prefence,

fand and all, without either bread or drink : which they

fince declared was fuch a punilhment as furpalTed my
conception, and they fliould remember it to the end of

their lives.

On the: 23d, I received from town a well-timed fupply

of wine and frefli provifions ; and the fame day Colonel

Fourgeoud, with his detachment, arrived from the Mara-

wina. Daring this trip, our acSlive commander had

again difcovered and deilroyed fifty-nine houfes, befides

three.fields of provifions. This certainly gave the finifh-

ing blow to the rebel negroes, fince, having no further

fupply on this fide the water, they entirely abandoned it^

and went to fettle in the French colony Cayenne. In this-

hard though necefi^ary fervice the men had luffered pro-

digioufly, efpecially thofe newly arrived ; numbers of

whom were carried in hammocks on poles, while near

thirty were left fick at the Marawina, and my frienck

Small was at leaft: one ftone lighter.

At this time, in the camp hofpital, above oYie hundred

were alfo dangeroufly ill. Nothing was heard but fighs

and
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and the fhrieking of thejirix or Guiana owl, which for chap.

ever kept them company during the difmal nights, .^^^j^^'^

Cramps, fo common in Surinam, alfo infefted thofe that

were able to do duty ; and there reigned a general melan-

choly all around.

" The circling fl<y.

" The wide enlivening air, is full of fate;

*' And, ftruck by turns, in foUtary pangs

" They fall, untended and unmourn'd."

Here one man was to be feen covered over with bloody

boils from head to foot ; there another led along by two

of his comrades in a deep lethargy, who, in fpite of pinch*-

ing and pricking, dofed into eternity ; a third, fwelled by

the dropfy, and imploring the furgeon in vain to tap off

the water (who generally anfwered that it was too late) w^as

left to expire by fuifocation. In the hofpital fome were

obferved clafping their hands, and praying aloud to God
to be relieved ; while others lay at their fide in a frenzy

fever, tearing their hair, blafpheming Providence, and

curfmg the day that they were born.—In Ihort, all was

dreadful beyond defcription, by the pen of a Mi/ton

excepted.

*—• " Sad noilboie dark,

** A lazar-houfe it feem'd, wherein were laid

** Numbers of all, difeas'd : all maladies

" Of ghaftly fpafm or racking torture ; qualms

'*' Of heart-fick agony, all feverous kinds,

X X a " Convulfions,
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CHAP, " Convulfions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs

;

i
^^

" Demoniac frenzy, moping melancholy,

" And moon-ftruck madnefs ; pining atrophy,

" Dropfies, and afthmas, and joint-racking rheums

:

" Dire was the toffing, deep the groans j defpair

" Tended the fick, bufieft from couch to couch.

" And over them triumphant Death his dart

" Shook, but delay'd to ftrike, though oft invok'd

" With vows, as their chief good and final hope."

From day to day mortality now gained ground, while

by fome accident, to compleat the diftrefs, part of the

camp got on fire ; but this was fortunately extinguiflie<l

without any material ill confequences, by the activity and

exertions of the poor negroes.

On the 26th my mifery, however, drew towards an end>

when, to my aftonifliment, and without my alking it,

Colonel Fourgeovid gave me a leave of abfence, if I ehofe ,

it, to accompany him. and ftay henceforth at Paramaribo ;

which, withonthefitation, I mofl joyfully accepted. Thus,

having made my friend Captain Small a prefent of my
boiife-, my Ranelagb, and all my frePi provijiojts^ befides

entertained him and fome other officers on a difh of

mountain-cabbage, and mj groe-groe worms, which were

juft come to perfection, belides a hearty glafs of wine,

I took my lalt adieu from them all; and at midnight, with

Colonel Fourgeoud, rowed down the River Cottica in an

elegant barge with ten oars, in company with two more

of his officers.—And now farewell once more, ye fhady

. woods,.
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woods, thou pleafing gloomy foreft, pregnant with fo chap.

many wonders, and fo many plagues, and which, in the ._ J '.

opinion of fo many fufFerers, even furpafled the ten

plagues of Egypt ! *

-" I have fent among you the peftilence after the

" manner of Egypt : your young men have I flain with thefword

—

" I have made the ftink of your camps to come up unto your

'' noftrils : yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lord."

The boat being fhoved off, Colonel Fourgeoud now
declared to us, that having ranfacked the foreil in every

. dire6tion, and driven the rebels over the Marawina in

Cayenne^ he was determined no more to return to the

woods, but in a few weeks to draw the long and painful

expedition to a conclufion.

Now, reader, it remains with you to acknowledge that

I have not led you about the buJJoy but through it, with in-

defatigable perfeverance : the more fo, when it is to be

coniidered that in the middle of the above hurry and

diftrefs, under which fo many have funk, I have often,

been deprived oi pen, ink, 2iX\di paper to make proper an-

notations ; which laft defeat I have even more than once

fupplied by writing with a pencil on my cartridges, or on

a bleached bone: had this not been unavoidably the

cafe, more accuracy and many more remarks might with

* Should it be remarked that during geons and even cooks, though both of lit-

this expedition fome unchriftian-like ex- tie ufe, had been provided, nothing like

preffions have efcaped, let it be at the a parjon was ever feen amongft us, from,

fame time recolledled, that while fur- the day we failed from the TexeL

juftice
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CHAP, juftice have been expelled, which one need never be at a
XXVIII
;^ . ^_ _!. lofs to make in a country fo replete with different ob-

je£ls for fpeculation.

Having rowed all night, and breakfafted at the new

cordon (which was begun to be cut not far from our

former poll Devil's Harwar) on a dram and a bifcuit,

we came about noon to the eftate Lapaix, where we

dined with the planter, Monfieur Rivieres ; after which

Fourgeoud, with his adjutant, proceeded on their voyage

to town, while I with another officer went to the fea-fide

at the back of the plantation to flioot fnipes and curlews.

On our march thither and back again, paffing two

pofts of the Society, the flag was hoifted, refrelhments

offered us, and every other civility fhewn us that was in

the power of the commanding officers. In fhooting,

however, we had very little fport, except that of killing

fome fnipes^ which flew in fuch clouds that they almoft

darkened the flcy ; fo that by only firing from time to

time above our heads at random, we brought down fcores

at every fhot, but they were of fuch a diminutive fpe^^

cies, that they were fcarcely worth the picking up. We
might have here killed birds of greater fize, fuch as

fpoon-bills, cranes, red curlews, and loild ducks of many
kinds, had M^e not unluckily been cut off from the

banks on which they were fcattered, by the fea over-

flowing the quickfands betwixt us and them. They

afforded us, neverthelefs, a moft delightful view, the

beech appearing at a diftance like a flieet of fcarlet and

purple, embroidered with every other colour.

The
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The Jbove/er or fpoon-bill (which has fome affinity to chap.
XXVIII

the cranes) is about the Iize of a goofe : the legs are not ._
"
_ _ ^

very long, and it is web-footed but for a little way be-

tween the toes : the feathers are a beautiful rofe-colour,

though they are white when young ; but the bill is truly

remarkable in this bird, being flat, much broader before

than at any other part, and circular, in fome degree re-

fembling a fpoon, from which it takes its name. They

are faid to feed on frogs, rats, and lizards, yet fifh is evi-

dently their principal nourilhment, from their frequent-

ing the fea-lide, and having a fifliy tafte when they are

killed.

The crane or jabiru of Surinam, I can beft compare to

a ftork, of which it has much the appearance, but is

larger. The body of this bird is milk white, but the

prime feathers of the wings and tail are black : the limbs

and toes are exceflively long ; but I obferved one pecu-

liarity which diftinguillies it from all other birds, viz,

that it frequently fits upon the heel : the neck and bill

are of an uncommon length, the latter being ftrong, and

a little hooked at the point. The head of the crane or

jabiru is perfectly black, on account of which, among the

Dutch, it obtained the appellation of a negra-cop. It fre-

quents the coaft, like the others above mentioned, and

lives entirely on fifli : this bird is eafily tamed. 1 have

feen a gouple of them in the poultry-yard belonging to-

Colonel Fourgeoud.—(See both thefe fpecies of fea-fowls

in the pJate annexed, where the laft is reprefented fitting,

in the pofture I have defcribed.)

4 To
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CHAP. To delineate the different fpecies of wild d^icks that

, _ _p
are in Surinam with any degree of accuracy, is a talk,

which I acknowledge to be far beyond my reach. Suffice

it therefore to fay, that in general they are not very large,

but adorned with the molt fplendid tints and moft beau-

tiful plumage that can be imagined, particularly thofe

they call the cawereer^ee, \\xq Jookooroorkee^ and the anna-

kee, which laft are the fmalleft. No water-fowl of any

kind, without exception, can be more delicate eating than

all thofe I have juft mentioned ; while fome of them

are tameable, and frequently feen amongft the poultry on

the plantations.

Having the following day the opportunity of a boat, I

profecuted my voyage down the Cottica River till I came

to Paramaribo, where in fine fpirits and perfect health

(however ftrange) I arrived that very fam^, evening, and

where I was moft heartily welcomed by my many friends

with the warmeft congratulations on my ftill exifting,

after having efcaped fo many dangers, and been fo long

deprived of every comfort—torn by thorns, ftung by in-

fe£ts—ftarved, tormented, emaciated, and wounded—often

without clothes, health, reft, money, refrefliments, medi-

cines, or friends ;—and after having loft fo many of my
brave companions, who lay buried in the duft. Thus

ended my feventh and laji campaign in the foreft of

Guiana.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIX.

'Some Account of a remarkable Negro.—The Troops prepare

for Europe.—Defcription of a Coffee Plantation.—Plan

of Reform for the Increafe of Population, and univerfal

Happinefs.—One more Inflance of horrid Barbarity^

and Example of Humanity.—The Regiment embarks.

BEING now once more arrived in town, and wifhing chap.

to be no longer troublefome to any body, I hired a

very neat fmall houfe by the water-fide, in which we
lived nearly as happy as we had done at the Hope.

The firft perfon that vifited me here was the American

Captain Lewis, of the Peggy, who, to my great concern,

told me, that poor Macdonald, the grateful failor, had

died on the homeward paffage, after being twelve days at

fea ; and defired him in his laft words to return me, with

his good wifhes, the mother-of-pearl cork-fcrew I had

formerly given him. He farther acquainted me alfo, to

my forrow, that three Englifh veffels had been captured

by the American Revenue privateer floop, which lay at

this time, with her prizes, in the road before Paramaribo;

one of which, belonging to Ireland, was valued at above

I. 50,000 fterling.

Having been waited on by a number of planters and

Vol. II. Y y others

XXIX.
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CHAP. Others with congratulations on our fuccefs againft the re-

XXIX.
-jjeig . amongft the reft appeared tlie celebrated Gramman

^acy^ who came to fliew me his fine coat, gold medaV

&c. which he had received as a prefent from the Prince

of Orange, in Holland. This man, being one of the moft

extraordinary characSlers of all the negroes in Surinam,

or perhaps in the world, I cannot proceed without giving

fome account of him ; the more fo, as he has made his

appearance once or twice already in the courfe of this

hiftory.—This African (for he was born on the coaft of

Guinea) by his infinuating temper and induftry, not only

obtained his freedom from a ftate of flavery, but by his

wonderful ingenuity and artful condudl found the means

of procuring a very competent fubfiftence.

Having got the name oi z lockoman, or forcerer, among

the lower Haves, no crime of any confequence was com-

mitted, efpecially at the plantations, but Gramman ^acy,

which fignifies Great-man *Quacy, was inftantly fent for

to difcover the perpetrators, which he fo very feldom;

miffed, owing, in fad:, to their faith in his forceries^

added to his penetrating look * and authority among them,

that he has often prevented farther mifchief to their

matters ; and, for thefe fervices, occafionally received

very capital rewards* The corps of rangers, and all

fighting free negroes, are under his influence ; to whom
lie fells his obias or amukts, in order to make them in-

* Sec In Chapter XXV. the manner in which I myfelf difcovercd a thief..

4, vulnerable^
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vulnerable, and, of courfe, to engaffe without fear : by CHAP.
XXIX.

which deceit he has moft certainly done much good to ._
'

.

the colony, and at the fame time filled his pockets with

no inconliderable profit to himfelf; while his perfon by

the blacks is adored and refpedted like a God. The trafh

of \vhich his amulets are made cofts him in reality no-

thing; being neither more nor lefs than a colledlion of

fmall pebbles, fea-lhells, cut hair, fifti-bones, feathers,

&c. the whole fewed up together in fmall packets, which

are tied with a firing of cotton round the neck, or fbme

other part of the bodies of his credulous votaries.

But befides thefe, and many other artful contrivances,

he had the good fortune, in 1730, to find out the valuable

root known by the name of ^aeia bitter, of which he

was adlually the firft difcoverer, and from which it took

its name : and, notvvithftanding this medicine is now

lefs in repute in England than formerly, it is highly

efteemed in many other parts of the world for its efficacy

in ftrengthening the ftomach and reftoring the appetite.

It has, befides this valuable property, that of being a

powerful febrifuge, and may be fucceftfully ufed when

the bark is naufeated, as is frequently the cafe.

In 1761, it ;kvas made known to Linnaus by Mr.

d''Ahlberg,iovr[\Gv\y mentioned; and the Swedifii natura-

lift has fince written a treatife upon it. By this drug

alone Quacy might have amaffed riches, were he not

entirely abandoned to indolence and diflipation ; the con-

fequence of which is, a complication of loathfome dif-

Y y 2 tempers,
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CHAP, tempers, of which the leprofy is one : and that diforder
XXIX

t _ _ Ij
is, as I have already ftated, abfolutely incurable. Never-

thelefs his age, though he could not exacftly afcertain it,

muft have been very great, lince he ufed frequently to

repeat that he acSted as drummer, and beat the alarm on

his mailer's eftate, when the French commodore, Jacques

Cajfard, put the colony under contribution, in the year

1712.

Having taken a portrait of this extraordinary man,,

with his grey head of hair, and drelTed in his blue and

fcarlet with gold lace, I, in the annexed plate, beg leave

to introduce it to the reader.

This very fame week we had indeed a frefh proof af

the good efFe6ls of Gramman Quacy's animating obias or

amulets, a captain of the rangers, named Hannibal^

bringing in the barbacued hands of two rebel negroes,

which he had himfelf encountered and fliot ; and one of

thefe hands proved to be that of the noted rebel Cupidoy

formerly taken, in 1774, and brought to Colonel Four-

geoud in the foreft, but from whom he had fince that

time, though loaded with chains, found means to run.

away.

In returning the -Vifits of my friends, I paid one to Mr^

Andrew Reynfdorpy who fhewed me the loop and button

of his hat, which being diamond, had coft him two hun-

dred guineas—fuch is the luxury of Surinam. But even

this is exceeded by the magnificence of M. d^Ablbergh^

who, when I waited on him, befides a gold fhufF-box fet

' with
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with brilliants, value fix hundred pounds fterling, made CHAP.

me remark two filver bits (finall pieces of money) fet in ^
XXIX.

gold, and furrounded with diamonds, with this infcrip-

tion :

" Soli Deo Gloria. Fortuna beaticum, &c."

Having fignified my furprize at this peculiar attention

and refpedt to two lixpences, he declared to me that they

were all the money he had in the world when he firft

came to Surinam from his own country, Sweden.—*' Did

«;you work ?" faidl.—" No."—" Did you beg ?"—« No."

—r" You did not Ileal, fir ?"—" No : but, entre nous, I

." whined and aited. the enthufiaft, which fometimes is

" very neceflary, and I found preferable to the other

''^ three
^^—To which I anfwered, *^ Sir, your candid con-

*' feffion brings back to my remembrance your ufage of

** your negro flave, Baron-, after having promifed him his

** manumiifion in Amfterdam, and fully proves what
** you have jiift aflerted."—One inftance more of the ex-

travagance and folly of the inhabitants of this colony,

and I have done : 'Two of them difputing about a mofl

elegant and expenfive carriage that was imported from

Holland, a law-fuit enfued immediately, to determine

who was to poffefs it, during which time the coach was

left uncovered in the itreet till it fell to pieces, and was

totally deftroyed.

On the loth of February, moft of our officers being

now arrived at Paramaribo from the camp. Colonel

'
• Fourgeoud



350 NARRAT.'IVE OF AN
CHAP. Fourgeoiid entertained the whole with a feaft, as he was
XXIX

^ •

,

pleafed to call it, at the head-qnarters ; an old ftable Ian-

thorn, with broken panes of glafs, hanging over our heads,

which I expe<5led every moment to drop into the foup.

And here he acquainted us, with evident marks of fatis-

fadion, that he had at laft put a final end to the expe-

dition ; having, notwithftanding there was fo little' blobd-

flied, perfedtly accomplifhed his aim in rooting out the

rebels, bydeftroying twenty-One' towns' or villages,

and demolifhing two hundred fields with vegetables

of every kind, on which they depended for fubfiftence :

nlfo, that the intelligence was now confirmed, that the

negroes were to a man fled over the River Marawina,

where they and their friends were fettled, and protedted

by the French colony of Cayenne, who not only gave

them fhelter, but fupplied them with every thing they

"*" wanted. On which good news we all heartily congratu-

lated him, and drank further profperity to the colony of

Surinam with three cheers; the future fafety of which

now depended on the new cordon or path of circumval-

lation, defended by the troops of the Society, and the corps

of black foldiers or rangers.

In Dr. Firmyn^^ works. Colonel Fourgeoud and his

troops are twice mentioned as the faviours of the co-

lony; and by the Abbe Reynal they are noticed ^s a very

brave and valiant corps : compliments to which they are

with truth entitled. And what cannot but redound to

his honour, is, that at the time he impofed fuch hard-

fliips
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fhips on his own troops, he never deliberately put a chap.

rebel negro captive to death, nor even, if he could ^^ _ '

,

avoid it, delivered them into the hand^ of juftice ; well

knowing, that while it was his duty to expel them,

nothing but the moft barbarous ufage and tyranny had

driven thefe poor people to this laft extremity. Indeed

I myfelf, whom during the firit three years he perfe-

cuted with unremitting feverity, muft do him the juf-

tice to fay, that he was indefatigable in doing his duty;

and that, though confufed, 1 believe him at bottom ta

have been an undaunted and very brave officer.

He further acquainted us, that the veffels, with a frefh

fupply of provifions from Holland, had been eaft on the

lee-fhore in the Texel Roads, one of them having her

upper cabin ftove away, with the fecond mate and three

of her men wafhed overboard ; he added, howeverf that

part of the ftores had been faved, and loaded on board

two bilanders, which were this very day arrived in the

River Surinam. And now, fo much in particular was I

become his favourite, that he even made me his confi-

dant ; and declared, that he propofed keeping the laft ar-

rived troops, however faft they were dying away (and

who had lately loft a man by ilraying in the woods) en-

camped for many nionths after our departure. He then

began' to tell me what officers he meant, if poffible, to

ruin on their return, and which, by his recommendation,

he intended to promote : but here I took the liberty to

ftop him fliort, by declaring, upon my honour, that thofe

very gentlemen fliould be apprifed by myfelf of their im-

pending
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CHAP, pending danger, if he perfifted in carrying this cruel plan

^
y^'j in execution. This at leaft had the efFecft to end the dif-

agreeable converfation : when, in my turn, I added,

" Sir, permit me farther to put you in remembrance of

" thefe very troops you have juft mentioned, in regard to

*' their truly diftreffed fituation at the Caffeepore Creek
\

<* while their furgeort is gaining gold watches and dia-

** mond rings by curing falhionable difeafes among the

" gentry at Paramaribo." To which he replied, *' Fous

<' etes un brave gargon ;" and promifed to take my hints

into confideration.

I was now invited once more by Captain Mackneal to

fpend a few days on his coffee eftate, Sporkfgift; but

though I was prevented on this occafion from accepting

the invitation, I will take this opportunity to defcribe

that ufeful berry, which, not being a native of Guiana, -it

is faid was firft planted in Surinam by the Count de Neale,

though others afcribe it to one Hanjbacby a filver-fmith,

in 1720*.

The coffee-berry is the produce of an elegant tree,

which is feldom allowed to grow higher than a man can

reach, in order to facilitate the gathering of it. The

bark of this tree is light brown, and the leaves like laurel,

having a beautiful polilh ; with thefe it is thickly co-

• In 1554, the cofFee berry firft came troduced in London; and in 1728, by

to Conftantinople from Arabia.—About Sir Nicholas Laws^ it was planted in the

the middle of the 16th century it was in- ifland of Jamaica.

vered,
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vered, the branches diverging from near the furface of chap.

the earth to the fummit. The berries, which are oval,
.

j^^^^'

.

are firft green, and gradually change their colour, till they

are ripe, when they acquire a bright crimfon hue, like

that of a cherry. In each of thefe berries are two kernels

refembling beans, lying fiat upon each other. Of thefe

a good tree is faid to produce three or four pounds weight

at each crop ; for this tree, like raoft other vegetable pro-

dudtions in this luxuriant climate, bears two crops every

year.

To give the curious abetter idea of this ufeful plant,

I prefent him with a fprig of it, copied from nature in the

annexed plate
\
—in which the figure ^ refers to the wood,

where it was cut oflf; B is the upper fide of the leaf; C

the lower fide of the fame ; D is the berry jufl: beginning

to change ; £ the fame in full perfection, being of a beau-

tiful crimfon ; and P the kernels or beans as they appear

when they are divefted of their hufli, and ready for ex-

portation.

The buildings on a coffee eftate are, firft, the dwelling

houfe, which is ufually fituated for pleafure near the

banks of a river; and for convenience adjoining to it

are eredled the outhoufes for the overfeer and book-

keeper, with ftore-houfes and fmall offices : the other

necefTary buildings are a carpenter's lodge, a dock and

boat-houfe, and two capital coffee-lodges, the one to bruife

and feparate the pulp from the berries, the other to dry

them ; the reft conlift of negro-houfes, a ftable, hofpital,

Vol. II. Z z and
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CHAP, and warehoufes, which altogether appear like a fmall vil- ^

lage. The coifee-lodge alone fometimes cofts five thoufand

pounds fterling, and fometimes more. But to give a more

complete idea of the whole apparatus, I muft refer to the

platef where all the buildings, fields, paths, gardens,

floodgates, and canals are marked, and explained by the

neceffary references. The plan, as exhibited in this plate,

is intended to unite at once elegance, convenience, and

fafety. It is elegant, as being perfesftly regular ; conve-

nient, as having every thing at hand and under the

planter's own infpe(5lion ; and fafe,, being furrounded by

a broad canal, which by floodgates lets in the water frefh

from the river, befides a draw-bridge, which during the

night cuts off all communication from without.

I fliall now proceed to the planting-ground, which is

divided into large fquare pieces, in each of which are ge-

nerally two thoufand beautiful coffee-trees, growing at

eight or ten feet cMance from each other. Thefe trees,

which begin to bear at about the age of three years, are

in their prime at fix, and continue to produce fruit till

they are thirty; the manner of fupplying them being

from good nurferies, which no coffee eftate is ever with-

out, having already mentioned that they afford two

erops every year,, which is about Mldfummer and Chrift-

mas.

At the times of harvefl:, \t is not unpleafing to fee the

negroes picking the crirafon berries among the poliihed

green, where all ages and fexes are employed to fulfil their

taik
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ta{k with ardour, when the youth who having firft filled c H A P.

their bafloets, wantonly run naked, and play amongft the xxix.

luxuriant foliage.

I will now condu(5t them before the overfeer's prefence,

where, all the bafkets being infpetfted, the flogging com-

mences,which is moflly inflided with impartial feverity on

all who have not fulfilled their tafks,whether from idlenefs

or incapacity. This ceremony concluded, the berries are

carried home into the bruifing-lodge, and the flaves re-

turn home to their houfes. The berries being bruifed in

a mill for that purpofe, in the above lodge, to feparate

the kernels from the hufks or pulpy fubflance, they are

next fteeped in water one night to cleanfe them, and then

Ipread on the drying-floor, which is expofed to the open

air, and is conftrufted of flat Hones ; after which they

are fpread on garrets made for the purpofe, to let them

evaporate and dry internally, during which time, they

muft be turned over every day with wooden Ihovels :

this done, they are once more dried in large coolers or

drawers, that run eafily on rollers in and out of the win-

dows, to prevent them from being overtaken by lliowers

of rain : then they are put into wooden mortars, and

beaten by candle-light with heavy wooden peftles, like

the rice at Gado-Saby, to diveft them of a thin coat or

pellicle that unites the two kernels in the pulp. At this

exercife the negroes wonderfully keep time, and always

ling a chorus. Being next feparated from the chaff

through a bunt-mill, once more thoroughly dried on the

Z z 2 coQiers,
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CHAP, coolers, and the whole beans picked from the bruifed,.

.

'^-^i'^' 1

which laft are confumed in the colony : they are finally

put into caiks or barrels, of about three or four hundred

weight each, for exportation.

I fhall only farther obferve, that in Surinam fome coffee

plantations produce above 150,000 pounds weight per

annum', and that, as I have already mentioned, in the year

before our arrival no lefs was exported to Arafterdam

alone than 12,267,134 pounds of this valuable article, the

prices of which have flu(5tuated, from three-pence half-

penny to eighteen pence ; but which, calculated at the

average price of eight-pence halfpenny, produces a yearly

income of not lefs than 400,000 pounds fterling ; (which

is no defpicable revenue) befides what goes to Rotterdam

and Zealand.

This is fufficient to prove that the cultivation of coffee

is highly worthy the attention of the planters : and as

for the virtues of this excellent berry, without entering

into particulars, 1 will only refer the reader to that highly-

approved pamphlet, entitled " A Treatife concerning the

" Properties and EfFe6ts of Coffee ; hyBenjamin Mofefyy

" M. D. Author of Obfervations on the Dyfentery of the

" Weft Indies;" from which I cannot refill the temptation

of extradting the following pafTage :—" Bacon fays, coffee

" comforts the head and heart, and helps digeltion.

" Do6tor Willis fays, being daily drunk, it wonderfully

** clears and enlivens each part of the foul, and difperfes

" all the clouds of every fundlion. The celebrated

J, « Dodor
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" Do£lor Harvey ufed it often. Voltaire lived almoft en- chap.
** tirely on it ; and the learned and fedentary of every ^^^*

"'country have recoiirfe to it to refrefh the brain, op-

" preffed by ftudy and contemplation.^'

With the above defcription I muil conclude the obfer-

vations which I have been able to make on fuch of the

vegetable productions of this colony, as have offered

themfelves to my examination. But fo abundant is the

variety, and fo extraordinary the properties, of the trees,

plants, roots, Sic. of this country, that by far the greater

number are as yet perfectly unknown to the oldefh inha-

bitants of this fettlement, and to all the world befides.

A few years ago a Count Gentelly^ an ingenious noble-

man, travelled through the defarts of Guiana with fome

Indians, and had acquired confiderable knowledge in this

his favourite ftudy. But alas ! his labours, which pro-

mifed fair to be of material benefit to the Botanic So-

ciety, and to mankind in general, were interrupted by a

fever, which, owing to his exceffive fatigue, he caught at

the River Correntine, and cut him off in the midft of his

mfeful and entertaining refearches.

Ha-ving now concluded my account of the different

produ6lions of the colony, particularly cotton, fugar, ca-

cao, indigo, and coffee, to which it is indebted for its

riches ; and having once more repeated that the different

trees, Ihrubs, plants, roots, gums, and perfumes, are

equally as innumerable as they are excellent ; I cannot

kave a fairer opportunity of fulfilling my promife of

fubmittine
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CHAP, fubmitting to the reader a few confiderations, by an at-
XXIX

^
_ '

'_^ tention to which I cannot help thinking that not only

Surinam, but the Weft India colonies in general, might

accumulate wealth to themfelves, and promote the per-

manent happinefs of the flaves that are under their fub-

Jedtion, without having recourfe to the CoaJ of Guinea to

fupi:>iy the alnioft hourly confumption of that unfortu-

nate people. But before I proceed, it will be neceflary

to ftatc the manner in which the negro flaves are diftri-

buted and treated, by the euftoms of this fettlement

only, without adverting to the diftribution or govern-

ment of them in other colonies ; from which, however,

thofe may equally derive fome profit ;—and then I fliall

endeavour to point out how, in my opinion, they ought

to be diftributed and treated, according to the laws, not

only of humanity but of common fenfe.

I have before obferved that in Surinam there are fup-

pofed to be on an average about 755O00 negro flaves of all

- denominations, which (allowing them, for the fake of a

round number, to amount to 80,000) are here diftri-

buted in the following extraordinary manner, viz. The
plantations, being about 800 in number, though fome

have but 2,4 negroes, and others 400, we will fuppofe

them to poflefs 100 flaves each, which complement is

exadly the above number of 80,000 people. Thefe are

employed in this fettlement as follows ; the firft column

of figures alluding to one eftate, the fecond ditto to eight

hundred,

EMPLOY-
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Four boys or male fervants to attend about the

houfe _---_-
Maids or female fervants to wafli, kw, iron. Sec. -

A cook for the planter, ovcrfeer, &c. - - -

A fowler, or huntfman, to provide game for the

table _ - » _ _ . .

A fifhing negro to provide fifh for ditto r

A gardener to provide the table and the flower

garden ..._._..
To attend the bullocks and horfes on the eftate -

To attend the iheep on the eftate - - -

To attend the hogs on the eftate ^ - _

To attend, the poultry that is on. the eftate

Carpenter negroes,, to build houfes, boats, &c.

Cooper negroes, to make and repair hogfheads

A mafbn, to build and repair the brick foundations

At Paramaribo, forae to trades, others for fhew -

A negro furgeon, to attend the fick negroes - -

Sick and incurable, that are in the hofpitals - -

A nurfe for the negro children that cannot be with

their parents ------
Children under age, that can do no work of any

kind - - . - _ _ _

Superannuated negroes, worn out by flavery

To work in the fields no more than 25 miferable

wretches - - _ _ _ -

Total, or complcat number of flaves in the cdony

4

4

I

I

I

I

I

1

I

1

6

2

I

15

I

10

16

7

25
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100

J,200

800

800

800

800

800

8CO

800

aoo

4,800

1,600

8.00

1 2,000

800

8,00a

800

12,800

5,600

aOjODo

30,000

By
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CHAP. By this it appears, that no more than 20,000, or only

XXIX. one-fourth of the whole number, are condemned to do

all the labour of the fields, on whom it may be faid

chiefly falls the dreadful lot of untimely mortality that

1 have formerly mentioned. Now it is evident, that if

the 50,000 able-bodied, flaves that are in the colony of

Surinam were put to equal drudgery, the mortality, which

is novv' at the rate of .five per cent, would then increafe to

at leaft the number of twelve out of every hundred, and

would compleatly extirpate the whole mafs in little more

than eight years time.

Having thus at an average demonftrated how they are

diftributed, I muft briefly obferve, that while full 30,000

live better than the common people of England, and near

3O5OOO are kept in idlenefs, and do no work, in the fields

;

the remaining 20,000 may be clafled (that is in general)

among the moft miferable wretches on earth ; and are

worked, ftarved, infulted, and flogged to death, without

being fo much as allowed to complain for redrefs, with-

out being heard in their own defence, without receiving

common juflice on any occafion, and thus may be cou-

fidered as dead-alive, fince cut off from all the common
privileges of human fociety.

I will now proceed, by candidly afking the world, If the

above is not an improper and fenfelefs mifapplication, not

only of wealth, but of human life and labour ; which,

only by a proper diftnbution and management, might

accumulate the one and relieve the other ?

Now
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Now would this inconfiderate colony but give up their chap.
habits of pride and luxury, nay, in a moderate degree, ^^i^-

20,000 negroes at leaft might be added to thofe now la-

bouring in the fields, which (providing the whole were

treated with lefs feverity) muft at the fame time keep

the above fuperfluous number of idlers employed ; and

by affifting the others in their neceffary occupations,

could not but tend greatly to prevent that (hocking mor-

tality, to which they are at prefent expofed by unbound-

ed ill-ufage and barbarity.

But every reform muft begin at that which is the fource

of manners as well as oijujiice ; and thofe therefore who
are entrufted with the executive government fliould have

no temptation to overlook the breaches of a law, while

it ought to be a facred and invariable rule never to allow

either the governor or the magiftrates of fuch a colony

to be the proprietors of more flaves than merely a limited

number, to attend on their perfons, according to their

ranks ; fince more than once, even to my obfervation, it

has occurred that thofe who made, and thofe who were

appointed to enforce the laws, have been the firft that

broke them, for the paltry benefit of caufing their ne-

groes to work on a Sunday, or to follow the bent of their

unbounded paflions ; from which Ihameful example from

the magiftrate, the contagion muft necefl'arily fpread

among the individuals.

Let the governor and principal magiftrates, there-

fore, be fent out from Europe; let them be gentle-

men of fortune and education; and, above all, men
Vol. IL 3 A of
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CHAP, of liberal minds, men that are firm and proof againft

the allurement of a bribe, or the glittering of gold, and

'Whofe paflions are reftrained by fentiment and manly

feelings. Let thefe men be handfomely rewarded by

that nation whom they fo materially ferve, and the co-

lony which they fo confpicuoufly protecSt; but let their

falaries be afcertained, without depending on the blood

and fweat of the miferable Africans. Then let fuch men

ena6l impartial regulations, by which the negro flaves are-

to perform no more than their fair talk and labour a rea-

fonable number of hours in the twenty-four : let thefe

be followed by protedting laws, and let them be no longer

racked,tormented, wantonly murdered, or infamoufly rob-

bed of all that is dear to the human affections, their wives-

and daughters. Let regulations be adopted, by which

they may be properly fed, and attended to when fick or

indifpofed ; and, above all, let equal juftice be adminif-

tered ; fuffer them, when outraged or plundered, to obtain

a hearing; permit them to complain, and enable them to

prove by evidence the grievances by which they are op-

preffed. Even give them what we fo much value our-

felves, AN INDEPENDANT JUDGE, and AN IMPARTIAL

JURY, nay, partly compofed of their own fable compa-

nions. Thus, would you have them work and adt like

nten^ firft fuffer them to htfucb.

When regulations conform to thefe fhall be adopted and

enforced,, then 1 venture to, fay, that nations will feel the

benefit of their colonies—then planters will become rich,

andtheir overfeersbecome honeft ; then flavery will be little

more
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more than a name ; and fubjedls will, with pleafure, fulfil chap.
their limited tafk: then, and not till then, will population

fufEciently encreafe for the neceflary work, and the exe-

crable Guinea trade be totally abolilhed, which is now too

frequently carried on with barbarity and unbounded ufur-

pation. Then the mailer will with pleafure look on his

fable fubjedts as on his children, and the principal fource

of his happinefs, while the negroes will blefs the day

their anceftors did firft fet foot on American ground.

Having thus, according to my opinion, pointed out

the way, and the only way (if well confidered) to redrefs

the grievances of this and many other colonies, I would

alfo recommend to planters and overfeers in general, to

perufe with attention a fmall work, entitled " Letters to

" a young Planter ; or Obfervations on the Management
** of a Sugar Plantation : to which is added, the Planter's

<* Calendar. Written on the Ifland of Grenada, by an old

** Planter," and publifhed in London in 1785, 8vo. price

One Shilhng and Sixpence, and fold by Strachan.

Let them next take an example by that incomparable

woman Mrs. Godefroy^ by Mr. 'Thomas Paimer^ and a few

others, who conlider their Haves as their fellow-creatures,

without paying the fmalleft regard either to their paga-

nifm or complexion ; and who increafe both their wealth

and their happinefs by their humanity.—I will now once

more proceed with my narrative.

On the i6th, being invited to dine with his excellency

the governor, I laid before him my collection of draw-

3 A a ings,
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CHAP, ings, and rernarks on the colony of Surinam, which I'

xxix^^ ^^^ ^.j^g fatisfadion to lee him honour with the higheft

approbation. I then returned him my thanks, not only

for the material affiftance he had afforded me in com-

pleting this work, but for the unlimited marks of regard

and diftindion with which he had treated me from firft

to laft, during the whole time I refided in Guiana.

Availing myfelf of his frieudfliip, I ventured, two days

after, to give him the following very uncommon requejl,

praying him to lay it before the court ; which, wdth a

fmile on his countenance, and a hearty (hake by the hand,

he actually promifed me to perform ; viz.

" I, the under-fubfcribed, do pledge my word of honour^

" (being all I poflefs in the world befides my pay) as bail^

" that if my late ardent requeft to the court for the emanci-

" pation of my dear boy Johnny Stepman be granted, the

" faid boy fhaU never to the end of his life become a charge

" to the colony of Surinam.

(Signed) " John G. Stedman..'*
" Partimar'tbt),

" Ftb. lith, 1777.

Having now done the utmoft that lay in my power, I

for feveral days waited the refult with anxiety, but with-

out meeting with the fmalleft hopes of fuccefs ; thus,

with a broken heart, I was obliged at laft to give him

(fweet fellow) over for loft, or take him with me to

Europe, which muft have been plunging a dagger in the

Ijpfom of his mother..

Whik
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While I remained in this fitiiation, the tranfport fhips chap.

were put in commiffion on the 26th for our depar- ^
-^^^-^^

ture, and I myfelf ordered as one of the comraiflaries

to fee them wooded and watered ; the officers were ahb

cleared their arrears, and thirteen men difcharged at

their own defire, to pulh their fortune at Paramaribo*

I ought here not to omit, that the induftrious Colonel

Fourgeoud once more paid us all in paper, by which, as

ufual, we loft ten per cent. ; which, by letting the Jews

have the gold and lilver, he prudently lodged in his own
pocket ; and while the many hundreds of florins allowed

us by government to defray excife duties, taxes, &c. were

never brought to account, or, rather, we were forbidden

to enquire after them at all. Thefe were trifles indeed,.

when divided among fo many gentlemen ; but, in one

folid mafs, they were no contemptible picking.

On the I ft of March a ferjeant arrived from the

camp at the Cafleepore Creek, in Rio Cottica, where

the laft- arrived troops were hourly dying away
;

and brough't the almoft incredible account, that the

man I mentioned to have been loft i7i the woods on

the loth of February, was actually returned,, afteK

having been miffing ftx- and-twenty days, nine of

which he fublifted on a few pounds of rufk bifcuit,

and feventeen on nothing at all but water. He added,

that he had entirely loft his voice, and was reduced to.

a perfe<5t ikeleton : however, by the care taken of him

by the officers, there were ftill hopes of his life. Should

any
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c HAP. any peiTon hefitate to believe this extraordinary fa6l, let

^^y-
.
them read Monfeur Coding well-authenticated letter to

liis friend Monfieur de la Condamine, wherein he gives

an account of the dreadful fufferings of his lady during

her route from Rio Hamba to Laguna, through the woods

of South America, in Oftober 1769; where a delicate

woman, after being deferted by the Indian guides, and

after both her brothers had fallen martyrs to their hard-

fhips and mifery, fubfifted ten days alone in a wild foreft

without food, withQut knowing where fhe was, and fur-

rounded with tigers, ferpents, and dangers of every de-

fcription : I fay, let them only read the narrative of

this lady's fufFerings, and their credulity will no longer

be ffcaggered at what I myfelf have related. I have, in-

deed, even omitted fadts, which, on account of their

iingularity, muft in the eyes of fome have appeared to

border on the marvellous. But in the forefts of South

America fuch extraordinary realities are to be found, that

there is afluredly no need to have recourfe to fiction or

the leaft exaggeration.)

Who, for inftance, would believe, that almoft a whole

detachment of eighty^marines, one day marching through

a thick wood, imagined to a man that they were ftepping

one after another over a large fallen tree, that obftru(5ted

their way; till at length it began to move, and proved to

be no other than a full grown ferpent of the aboma kind,

meafuring, according to Colonel Fourgeoud's computa-

tion, between thirty and forty feet in length ? yet this

is
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is an indubitable truth. The above animal was neither CHAP.
XXIX

killed nor hurt; the Colonel ordering the remaining ,_ _ '
.

party to form in a half circle and march around it, in

order that they themfelves at the fame time might efr

cape every danger from the monfler's matchlefs ftrength.

In this place I Ihall mention another extraordinary

circumftance, v^^hich is, that one morning Colonel Four-

geoud refting in his hammock, vi^ith one hand carelefsly

leaning over the fide, a large rattle-Jnake that lay coiled

up among the long grafs which was under it, was a6lually

fevered in two by the fentinel, during the very moment
of adtion that it made a fpring to bite him : of which

the foldier, whofe name was John Kiefbaber, had been

apprifed firft by the found of its rattle, and next by

feeing the fnake's head eredted, while it was brandifhing

its forked tongue.

As 1 am treating of thefe reptiles, I cannot reiift the

temptation of inferting a faft, which I learned from Mr.

Francis Rowe of Philadelphia, a refpedtable old man;

who informed me, that riding out one morning to vifit a.

friend, his horfe refufed to go forward, being terrified at

a large rattle-fnake that lay acrofs the road. Mr. Rowe
having heard of its power of fafcination, in which he

was a believer,, alighted to lead the animal, round it;

but during that time the fnake, having coiled himfelf up,,

founded its rattle, and flared him fo full in the. face, and;

with fuch fire in its eyes, that the cold fweat broke out

upon him ; thus,whilft lie durfl neither retreat or advance,
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CHAP, lie imngined himfelf gradually rivetted $o ^lie fpot.
XXIX

^
'

, "However," continued he, "my reafon remained; and
" my refolution getting the better of my alarm, I fud-

" denly approached him, and with one flroke of my
" cudgel knocked out his brains."

On the 3d of March my friend de Graaf failed for Hol-

land, but firft for St. Euftatia, where his brother was

governor; and to my great fatisfacftion took with him

Joanna's youngeft brother, Henry, for whom he has

Unce obtained his freedom. I failed with them down

the river as far as Bram's Point, and wiflied them a

fuccefsful voyage. As I here went alliore in a fiPning-

boat, I was tempted to leap into the fea, and enjoy the

cooling and healthy pleafure of fwimming in the At-

lantic ocean. The fillier-men having caught a quantity

of large fifli, I difcovered one among them not yet men-

tioned in my narrative, this was the yellow-back, between

two and three feet long, thus called from its colour,

which almoft refembles that of a lemon, but the belly is

white : the head is very large, with two long barbs ; but

the body is fmall, and without fcales, like the cod ; it is,

however, not near fo good, being coarfe and in lipid

eating. Two other fmall fiflies I alfo faw in the boat,

the one called here the weepee, refembling a whip-lalh

;

he other waracoo, which is a delicate eating, but has

nothing in its form or habits deferving a particular

defcription.

The 8th of March, being the Prince of Orange's birth-

day,
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day, it was celebrated at the head quarters ; where, after chap.
dinner, in the court ledge, hearing Captain Bolts in an .

^^j^'

undeferved manner cenfured by the colonel's adjutant, for

recommending one of the young volunteers of an ex-

cellent chara6ter, but who had no friends to fupport him*,

I broke through the ring that furrounded them in a paf-

fion, and not being able to reftrain myfelf, publicly re-

proved the aggreffor, even in Fourgeoud's prefence, when
a furious altercation and very high words immediately

enfued ; the confequence of which was, that next morn-

ing at fun-rife we walked to the favannah without fe-

conds, where, near the gallows, we drew our fmall fwords,

and after making a few paffes at each other, Captain Van

Geurick's point met my fhell, which having nearly

pierced, his blade fnapped in two pieces, and the fortune

of war put him entirely in my power. Difdaining, how-

ever, to take a mean advantage, I inftantly dropped my
fmall fword, and defired him to ftep home and re-

place his own, in order to renew the battle : but this

propofal he was pleafed to call fo generous, that taking

me by the hand, he requefted a renewal of friendlhip

;

thus acknowledging we had been too hafty on both fides,

we went to vifit poor Bolts, who knew nothing of our

morning's walk, and was (though not without difficulty)

perfuaded alfo to enter into the amicable treaty : by which

a fecond rencounter was happily prevented, and a ge-

neral reconciliation took place.

* A Mr. Sheffer, already named, to laft, on the pay of a private foldier,

who had ferved with honour from firft during this painful expedition.

Vol. II. 3 B On
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CHAP. On the loth, having fpent moft of the day with the

^^_
,

governor, I in the evening ^yent on board the fliips with

Captain Bolts, to infpedt the preparations for the voyage

;

where we found that the mice and rats had made fuch

havock among our provifion, with which we were now

very well (locked, that I was under the neceflity of pro-

curing half a dozen cafs to deftroy them, which ufeful

animals are in Surinam neither fo plenty, nor fo good, as

in Europe, being lazy and indolent, on account of the

climate. I obferved they were alfo fmaller and ranker,

with remarkably long muzzles and fharp ears.

The following day I was fhpcked and furprifed be-

yond the power of expreflion, at feeing a M/fs JeUee

de la Mare, daughter to the lately deceafed gentleman

of that name, a lovely mulatto girl, aged fourteen, who

had been chriftened in 1775, and educated as a young

lady, dragged to court in chains, with her mother and a

few more of her relations, the whole furrounded by a mi-

litary guard. I had almoft attempted a refcue, when,

having enquired the caufe, flie called out to me herfelf,

weeping moft bitterly ; and informed me, that " llie was

" going to be tried by Mr. Schouten, her mother's mafter,

" for refufing to perform the work of a common flave, •

** which (he was utterly unable to perform, and could

" never have expelled, from the footing upon which (he

" had been educated till that unhappy moment."

By the laws of the country, however, (he was not only

obliged to fubmit, but at his defire was condemned, for

difobedience, together with her poor mother, and all her

§ relations.
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relations, who had prefumed to fupport her clahn to li- C H a p.

berty, to be privately whipped ; and had it not been for
. r^_

'

.

the humanity of Mr. Wickers, who was at that time the

fifcal or town clerk, and lince was governor, this infamous

fentence would moft certainly have been put in execu-

tion. The unfortunate Mifs Jettee de la Mare was, from

this period, neverthelefs forced to fubmit to the tyranny

of her unmanly mafler, while pitied by all her acquaint-

ance, and lamented by every ftranger that was a witnefs

to the inhuman tranfa^lion.

Such were the fatal confequences of not having been

timely emancipated ; and fuch were they indeed, that

they made me tremble for my little boy. Happily my
uneafinefswas not of long duration; for, however impro-

bable and unexpefled, I was furprized on the very fame

day with a polite melTage from the governor and the

court, acquainting me that, " having taken my former

" fervices into confideration, together with my humanity
" and gallantry, in offering my honour as bail to fee my
" child, before I left him, made a free citizen of the world

;

" they had unanimoufly decreed, without farther cere-

" mony or expence, to compliment me with a letter,

" which was at the fame time officially prefented to me,
" containing his emancipation from that day, for
" EVER AFTER."

No man could be more fuddenly tranfported from woe

to happinefs than I was at .this moment; while his poor

mother fhed tears for joy and gratitude ; the more fo, as

we had loft all hopes, and the favour came perfectly un-

3 B 2 expe6led>
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CHAP, expelled, and while near forty beautiful boys and girls
XXIX

,_ .

'
I were left to perpetual flavery by their parents of my ac-

quaintance, and many of them without being fo much
as once enquired after at all.

What is mod extraordinary indeed is, that while the

well-thinking few highly applauded my fenfibility, many
not only blamed, but publicly derided me for my paternal

affedlion, which was called a weaknefs, a whim. So extra-

vagant was my joy on this day, however, at having adled

the reverfe part of Inkle to Tarico, that I became like

one frantic with pleafure. I not only made my will in his

favour (though, God knows, I had little to difpofe of) but

I appointed my friends Mr. Robert Gordon and Mr. James

Gourlay to be my executors and his gviardians during

my abfence, in whofe hands I left all my papers fealed,

till I iliould demand them again, or they fliould be in-

formed of my death : I then ordered all my fheep, poul-

try, &c. which had prodigioufly encreafed, to be tranf^

ported, and put under their care ; and making a new fuit

of cloaths for the occafion, which coll me twenty guineas,

I waited on a Mr. Snyderhans, one of the clergymen at

Paramaribo, to appoint a day when my boy, my Johnny

Stedman^ fliould be made a Chriftian*.

* I fliould not here omit to mention defending the fettlement againft all home

that in the colony of Surinam all eman- and foreign enemies,

cipated flaves are under the following No emancipated flave, male or female,

rcftrictions, vix, can ever go to law at all againft their

Thejr are (if males) bound to help in forn>er mafter or miftrefs.

And
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On the i8th Colonel Fourgeoiid's remaining troops chap.

at laft came down from the encampments at CafTeepore XXIX.

Creek, and every preparation was made for our departure.

At the fame time, the extacy of the few furviving ma-

rines at their quitting this country was fo great, having

now alfo received part of tlieir clearance, that fuch intem-

perance, riot, and diforder enfued as produced the moft

formidable quarrels between them and the troops of the

Society, till, fome being wounded and fome being flogged,

peace was finally, though with difficulty, re-eflabliflied.

This fame day a poor failor, while I was on board, was

drowned in my prefence, who fell from the gunwale into

the river, with the fheet anchor, which had been neg-

le6ted to be lafhed to the ringbolts. I inflantly leaped into

a boat to try to fave him, but could only get his hat; the

man went to the bottom, and never more was feen.

The day of our departure now approached faft, and I

gave up my houfe ; when, at Mrs. Godefroy's preffing in-

vitation, I fpent the few remaining moments in that

which fhe had prepared for the reception of Joanna and

her boy, in her beautiful garden, charmingly fituated

under the fhade of tamarind and orange trees ; which

houfe fhe alfo had neatly furnifhed with every accommo-

dation that could be defired, befides allowing Joanna a

negro woman and a girl to attend on her for life. Thus

fituated, how bleft fliould I have been in this fpot to

end my days!—But fate ordained it otherwife.

And finally, if any emancipated flave, in that cafe one quarter of the property

male or female, dies in the colony, and alfo goes to his former owners, either

leaves behind any pofleffions whatever, male or female.

On
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CHAP. On the 22d, I made it my bufinefs with Captain. Small

._
'

,
(who was come down with leave of abfence) to wait on

the Reverend Mr. Snyderhans, according to appoint-

ment, but who, to both our great furprize, peremptorily

refufed to chriften the boy ; alledging for his reafon, that

as I was going to Holland, I could not anfwer for his

chrijlian education. We replied, that he was under tw^o

very proper guardians : the blackfmith's fon (for fuch

was this divine) perfifted, and we remonftrated, but to no

purpofe, for he was juft as deaf as his father's anvil, and 1

believe, upon my foul, quite as empty as his bellows ; till

at length, wearied out with his fanatical impertinence, I

fwore that I would fooner fee the boy die a heathen,

than chriftened by fuch a blockhead ; while my friend

Small could not help bellowing on him a hearty curfe,

and, flapping the door with a vengeance, we departed.

Feafting and conviviality now prevailed once more at

Paramaribo, as on our firft arrival. Grand dinners, fup-

pers, and balls were heard of in every quarter. But I

only vifited a few of my felecft friends, amongfl: which

number had conflantly been Governor Nepveu, and

where, for the laft time, I made one of the company at a

truly magnificent entertainment, which ended the fcene

of liberality and hofpitality, for which the inhabitants of

Surinam are fo juftly confpicuous ; and on the 25th the

baggage was fliipped on board the veiTels.

Numberlefs, indeed, were the prefents for the voyage,

with which I in particular was now overftocked from

every quarter; and my provilions of live cattle, jioultry,

wine.
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\vine, rum, Sec. Sec. were almoft fufficient to carry me chap.
round the globe : amongft the reft, in a fmall bottle cafe, ^

xxix.
^

containing liquors, I found a cryftal phial filled with

elfential oil of orange^ and a parcel of what they called

here tonquin beans.—The firft is extracted from the rind

or peel of the oranges : which is done here by the tedious

and laborious method of fqueezing it between the finger

and thumb. A few drops of this on a fmall piece of

fugar, is faid to be an excellent remedy to ftrengthen the

llomach, create an appetite, and help digeftion ; and one

fingle drop fmells fo ftrong, that it is fufiicient to per-

fume a whole apartment. The tonquin beans are faid to

grow in a thick pulp, fomething like a w^alnut, and on a

large tree. I never faw them otherwife than dried, when

they bear fome refemblance to a prune or dried plumb,

and are made ufe of to fcent fnufFand tobacco, to which

they impart a moft agreeable odour.

On the 26th, we took our laft leave of his Excellency

the Governor, en corps, as afiuredly was his due ; after

which all the officers of the Society troops waited on

Colonel Fourgeoud, at the head quarters, to wifii us a

profperous voyage to Holland, and the day was fpent by

a regale, en militaire, viz. a dinner, as ufual, of fait pro-

vifions ; but I muft acknowledge, accompanied with as

much good liquor of every kind, as Surinam could fur-

niQi) and a very hearty welcome.

I believe that now a hundred times Fourgeoud fliook

me by the hand, declaring, « That there was not a> young
" man
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CHAP. " n'ian he loved better in the world; that had he com-

^^^' " manded me to march through fire as well as water, he

<' was convinced I llionld never have left it, without ac-

*' complifliing his orders ;" with many other fine com-

pliments. But I muft candidly acknowledge, that though

I had a heart to forgive, my mind would never per-

mit me to forget the many and unnecelTary difficulties

and miferies to which I had been too wantonly expofed.

At the fame time he informed me, that he did not pro-

pofe to depart with us, but intended to follow the regiment

very foon, with the remains of the laft-come relief, when

he would render me every fervice in his power. What-

ever were his real motives for fuch a fudden change in

his difpofition towards me, fufiice it to fay, that few peo-

ple at this time were better friends, than were the old

Colonel Fourgeoud and Captain Stedman.

In the evening I went to take a fliort farewell of my
moft valuable acquaintances, fuch as Mrs. Godefroy, Mr.

and y[r?>.Demelley, Mr. and Mrs. Lolkens, Mr. and Mrs. Gor-

don, Mr. Gaurlay, Captain Mackneal, Do(5lor Kiffam, &:c.

who had all (befides Mr. Kennedy and Mr. de Graafy

now gone to Holland) treated me with the moll conflant

and diflinguiflied civility fince I had been in the co-

lony : but my foul was too full of a friend that was ftiil

dearer, to be impreffed with that fenlibility on feparating

from them, that it muft have felt on another occafiou»

—

And here I cannot in juftice omit remarking, that while

1 gave the moft impetuous vent to my feelings, not the

fmallefl expreffion of poignant forrow, or even of dejec-

tion,
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tion, efcaped from Joanna's lips; while her good {enfe crTAF.

and fortitude even retrained the tear from ftarting in my Xxix.

afilidted prefence. I now once more earneftly preffed

her to accompany me, in which I was feconded by the

ineftimable Mrs. Godefroy and all her friends ; but Ihe

remained equally inflexible, and her fteady anfwer was as

before—" That, dreadful as appeared the fatal feparation,

*' perhaps never more to meet, yet flie could not but

*« prefer remaining in Surinam : firft, from a confci-

** oufnefs that, with propriety, fhe had not the difpofai

** of herfelf ; and, fecondly, from pride, wifhing in her

" prefent condition rather to be one of the firft among
*' her own clafs in America, than a reflection or burthen

*' on me in Europe, as flie was convinced muft be the

** cafe, unlefs our circumftances became one day more
<' independent." Here Joanna fliewed great emotion,

but immediately retired to weep in private.—What could

I fay or do ?—Not knowing how to anfwer, or fufiiciently

to admire her firmnefs and refignation, which fo greatly

exceeded my own, I determined, if poflible, to imitate

her conduct, and calmly to refign myfelf to my fate, pre-

paring for th€ fatal moment, when my heart forebode

me we were to pronounce the last adieu, and feparate

for ever.

" ZaVre, il eft trop vrai que I'honneur me I'ordonne,

" Que je vous adorai \ que je vous abandonne !

" Qi!^ jc renonce a vous ! que vous ie dcfirer

!

" Que .fous un autre loix——Zaire vous pleurcr."

Vol. II. 3 c The
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37» NARRATIVE OF AN
CHAP. The whole corps being ordered, at feven o'clock on thet-

morning of the ayth^to wait on Colonel Fourgeoud at the-

head quarters, I tore myfelf away from all that was dear:

to me in this world without difturbing them, in. order to

prevent the tender fcene of parting. He then conducted u5

to the water-fide, where the boats lay in waiting ; and W9

were immediately embarked, under a general falute, and

colours flying, from the fortrefs and the veflels in the roads^

,

The whole corps now having dined on board the ftaff-fhip

with Lieutenant Colonel de Borgnes, Colonel Fourgeoud

politely invited me to accompany him back to town till

next morning ; but which, with a broken heart, I thought

belt to decline. He then .took his final leave, and wifliing

us all a fafe and profperous voyage to Europe, he returned^

imder a falute of nine guns and three cheers, with Cap-

tain Van Geurike, his adjutant, back to Paramaribo.

.

On the 29th of March, at midnight, the fignal-gun being

fired, the two fhips got under way, and dropped down till,

before the fortrefs New Amfterdam, where they once

more came to an anchor.

Here my friends Gordon ard Govirlay, the guardians

of my boy, after the convivial Colonel Seyburg (for fuch

he certainly was) had entertained them on board his veffel,

thQUollandia^ affedlionately coming to viiit me, they did no

lefs than avSlially prevail on me.toaccomp'xny themback]to

Paramaribo. My foul could not rofift this fecond invita-

tion of once more beholding what was fo dear to me.

—

1, went, and, mull 1 fay it ?—found Joanna, who had dif-

I,; played
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played fo much fortitude in my prefence, now bathin? cHap.
XXIX

in tears, and fcarcely alive, fo much was flie become y_ ^
_.

'-.

the victim of melancholy and defpair. Nor had fhe

partaken of food, or fleep, lince my departure, nor

fpoken to any living creature, indeed not ftirred from the

fpot where I had left her on the morning of the 27th.

The (hips not being quite ready to go to fea till two

tlays after, I was prevailed upon to ftay on fliore a little

longer, with poor Joanna and her boy, which feemed to

chear her : But, alas'! too dear we paid for this too fliort

reprieve ! fince, but few hours had elapfed, when a failor

abruptly came in, with the meffage that the fhip's boat

lay in waiting that minute to carry me on board.—At that

inftant—Heavens ! what were my feelings ! —Joanna's

mother took the infant from her arms, the all-worthy

Mrs. Godefroy fupporting herfelf her brothers and

fillers hung around me, crying, and invoking Heaven
aloud for my fafety — while the unfortunate Joanna
(now but nineteen) gazing on me, and holding me by the

hand, with a look ten thoufand times more deje6ted than

Sterne's Maria^—was unable to utter one word i ! ! 1 -

perceived fhe was diftrafted— the hour was come— I ex-

changed a ringlet of their hair, and fondly prelTed them
both to my bofom:—the power of fpeech alfo forfook

me, and my heart tacitly invoked the proted;ion of Pro-

vidence to befriend them.— Joanna now fliut her beau-

teous eyes—her lips turned the pale colour of death—fhe

bowed her head, and raotionlefs funk in the arms of her

-ADOPTED MOTHER :— Here I roufed all my remaining

3 G 2 fortitude,
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CHAP, fortitude, and leaving them furrounded by every care

•
t ^^^' and attention departed, and bid God bless them ! ! !

The boat ftill delaying a few moments, I now ftepped up

to poor Fourgeoud, furrounded by my friends, and grafp-

ing his veteran hand, I could not, for my foul, but for-

give him all the hardfhips he had ever occafioned me.

—

He was affeBed. — This was a debt he owed me. — I

wilhed him every good, and finally rowed down the

river Surinam.

At this time the fhips were riding off Bram's Point,

where Mr. Texier, the deputy governor, came on board

to wifh us a profperous voyage ; and, after dinner, under

a falute of feven guns, together with Captains Small and

Fredericy, who had accompanied me hither, he Returned

back to Paramaribo.

C H A P.
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CHAP. XXX.

^he Ships weigh Anchor, and put to Sea—Review of thg

Troops—Account of the Voyage—The Arrival in the Texel

'—Defeription of the Pampus near Aniflerdam—Final

"Debarkation in the Town of Bois-le- Due—The Death of

Colonel Fourgeoud—End of the Expedition—Short Hiflory

of the late Scotch Brigade—Conclujion.

TT? VERY thing being at laft perfectly adjufied for our CHAP*
•*—' departure, both veflels, under the command of Lieu- ^^X.

tenant Colonel des Borgnes^ weighed anchor on the

morning of the ift of April, 1777, when, with a frelh

breeze at E. we put to fea, and kept courfe N. and N. W.

—

Motionlefs and fpeechlefs, I hung over the fhip's ftern till

the land quite difappeared. After fome days, however,

by conliderable exertions, I got the better of my melan-

choly, though not of my affection, and my mind became

once more compofed and calm. What chiefly contributed

to the reftoring of my peace, was the comfortable reflect

tion, that if I had in fome meafure injured myfelf, I had

at leaft done good to a few others, by relieving three *

innocent and deferving young people from a ftate of

bondage. Yet, for this adion, I was alTuredly moft amply

* Joanna, Johnny, and Quaco.

rewarded
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CHAP, rewarded by the prefervation of my life, principally owing

J^^^j to their unremitting care and attention, while 'fuch num^
bers fell all around me, and more were ruined in their

conftitution, the vi6tims of the climate and the fervice,

fome having loft" the ufe of their limbs, and fome of their

memory ; nay, one or two were entirely deprived of their

mental faculties, and continued in a ftate of incurable in-

fanity for ever.

In fhort, out of the number of near twelve hundred

able-bodied men, not one hundred returned to their

friends and their country : and perhaps not twenty

amongft thefe were to be found in perfedt health. A-

mong the dead were (including the furgeons) between

twenty and thirty officers ; three of which nvimber were

colonels, and one a major. So very deftrudtive was the

fervice to Europeans in fuch a climate ; and fuch ever

muft be the refult of the moft fuccefsful operations in the

unwholefome atmofphere of woods and marfhes.

One or two remarks I muft make before I conclude

this fubjed, which are :—Firft^ that among the officers

and private men who had formerly been in the Weft In-

dies, none died, while among the whole number of above

one thoufand privates, I can only recolledt one lingle ma-

rine who efcaped from ficknefs ; and next, that of the few

belonging to the corps that were now on their voyage for

tlie Texel (thofe gentlemen alone excepted, who at this time

belonged to the ftaff") I myfelf was the only officer who

had failed out with the regiment in 1772. This laft was a

j^eaftng
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plfeaflng refle(5tion indeed, and whieheould not but render G H A P.

me Uncerely thankful to Providence.

About the 14th of April, having palTed the Tropicks, and

changed courfe to N.N. E. and N. E. we were becalmed

for fome days. I ought not to omit that when in about

15 degrees N. latitude,.we failed through what is vulgarly-

called the Grafs Sea^ from its being covered over with a

floating, kind of green and yellow weed, called ^^^^
weeds ; lome of which, when dried in the fun, and fpread

between two flieets of paper, are very curious, refembling

trees, flowers, flirubs. Sec. and in which are harboured

fmall cruitaceous fifh, fcollops, mufcles, and fhells of

many thoufand different fpecies. Among the laft is often

found that wonderful fea reptile, called the hippocampus^

or fea-horfe, which I could
. compare to nothing better

than the chevalier of a chefs-board ; though it is gene-

rally larger, and fometimes eight or nine inches in length.

The body is compofed of cartilaginous rings : the head,

fnout, and mane are incruded all over ; and the tail,

which is curvated upwards in the figure of an S, termi-

nates in a point.

On the 19th, the calm ftill continuing, we were daily

entertained by fwarms of flying fifli, and feveral doradoes

.

and grampufles fwimming and tumbling before and after

the fhips, as if delighting to keep us company. The
grampus IS a fifh. of the cetaceous kind, fomething re-

fembling the dolphin, but much larger, and approaching

the whale in fize, fome being near twenty feet in length,

and prodigioufly fat. This filh has forty flrong teeth ; is of

a.dark-.
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CHAP, a dark brown colour, and fpoiits water with confiderable

L^^^L' force. We alfo faw at fome diftance from the veflels fe-

veral times above the water a large fwrtb-caper. This

fifh, which very much refembles the Greenland whale,

is more dangerous, on account of its being more adtive,

which proceeds from the body being fmaller and flatter

than that of the former. The jaw is fhorter, with very

fmall barbs : the fkin is whiter, and the produce of its

blubber amounts feldom to more than thirty tons.

About the 22d, the weather began to change confider-

ably, and the whole fliip's company were attacked with

a fevere cold and cough, and many alfo with the ague.

On the 30th, the crew was fo weak as to be hardly able

to do their duty ; two of them indeed, and one marine,

were already dead and overboard. Colonel de Borgnes

was alfo at this time fo much indifpofed, that the com-

mand devolved upon me for a few days during his ill-

nefs, when obferving the other fhip ahead, and almoft

out of fight, I availed myfelf of my commodorefhip,

by hoifting a flag at the main-top, and firing a gun

to windward to bring her to, which flie pundually

obeyed.

A \-a.vgeJJjark now fwimming alongfide the (hip, we did

all that lay in our power to take it, but to no purpofe.

Sharks are in thefe feas of different kinds ; but what is

generally called the white fliark is the molt terrible of

its fpecies, on account of its fize, weighing often one

thoufand pounds, and meafuring fixteen or eighteen feet

in length ; the head,which is fomething deprefled, is large;

it
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it has two fpouting holes, and prominent eyes, which it CHAP,

can turn in every direction, and befpeak the malignity
,

•^_^^'
.

of its all-devouring nature ; nearly under thefe are its

mouth and throat, of fuch an enormous fize, that it will

fwallow a bull-dog : its teeth, which are placed in five or

fix rows, are fo fliarp and flrong, that they will fnap off a

man's arm or his leg with eafe,which has very frequently

happened. The whole fliape of this fifli is in every re-

fpe6t like that of the dog-fifli, found in the North Seas,

with very ftrong fins, one dorfal, two ventral, and two

abdominal : the tail is bifurcated, the upper part being

longeft ; the fkin is llimy, rough, and ufed for what we
call Jhagreen. The fhark always fwims with velocity,

but muft turn upon its fide to take its prey, by which

many fifii efcape its jaws.

The remora, or fucking-fifh, is frequently found flicking

to Iharks, and to fliips bottoms : this fifli is afh-coloured,

and long, about twenty inches ; the body roundifli, and

tapering near the tail ; the fins are placed as thofe of the

fhark, and the under fkin is projecting; it's, fucker is, how-

ever, what makes it mofl remarkable, being an oval griftly

plate above its head, with tranfverfe bars, like the palate

of a fheep. This fucker has fo much attraction, that no

waves, however violent, can beat it off.

—

(For both thefe

Jl/hes, fee the Plate annexed.)

Th.t pilot-f/b ought here alfo to be noticed : this is fmall,

with brilliant colours, and is faid not only to feed upon

Vol. II. 3D the
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CHAP, the gills of the lliark, but to diredt it to Its prey, from
^^^- which fingiilarity originates its name.

On the ill of May, being exa6tly one month at fea,

during which time, by way bf making a trial, I had con-

tinued bare-footed and bare-headed, without catching

cold ; I this day, for the firfl time, not only dreffed like

my ihip-mates, but wore svery thing double, and fome

things triple, which I found exceedingly comfortable.

About this time a Mr. J>Jeyfeus, one of our furgeons,

having on board a crabbodago or grijfon (whofe ferocity

I have already defcribed) to carry home as a curiofity, the

mifchievous creature broke loofe, and in one night mur-r

dered all the monkies, parrots, poultry, and other ani-

mals that were upon deck, while it drove moft of the

crew who had the watch down the hatchway ; till luckily

one of them with a hand-fpike knocked out his brains.

On the 3d, we had hard gales and heavy fliowers at

S. E. Latitude about 40°. I^^rom this time the gale daily

encreafed, till the ninth, when the weather began to mo-
derate.

We now faw feveral porpoifes, herring-gulls, &c. The
firft is a fifli about five or fix feet long, exceffively faty

of a bluifli black colour, and without fcales ; the head

has fmall eyes, and no gills, but a long fnout, and fliarp

teeth. The fins are but one dorfal, and two ventral, and

the tail is horizontal, to enable it to leap above the water,

which it does frequently to blow or breathe, at which

time its fnorting may be heard at a great diftance. The

fleih
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fiefli of the porpoife when killed is red, and looks like

fome kinds of pork.

The herring-gull is a bird as large as a tame duck, per-

fe<5tly white, part of the beak and prime feathers except-

ed, which are of a dark afli-colour; the eyes are grey, the

bill and feet are yellow ; the claws are black, and the

length of its wings is between four and five feet, from

the extremity of the one to the other.

On the 13th, in the morning-watch, being not far from

the Azores or Weftern Ifles, the veflel was nearly laid on

her beam-ends, though then under double-reefed top-

fails, by a fudden fquall at E. At this time a broken top-

gallant-maft, a new hand-fpike, &c. floated paft the lliip,

the melancholy remains of a fliipwreck, which we fince

were informed to be a Dutch homeward-bound Eaft

Indiaman, that had foundered with all the crew near the

ifland of Terceira,

On the 14th the wind was violent, carrying away our

fore-top-gallant-maft, and fplitting the main-fail, while

the other vefTel loft her bowfprit, Scc; and on the evening

of the 15th it blew a perfe6l ftorm, accompanied with

thunder and lightening, and very heavy rain, which con-

tinued during the night, and which brought our main-

top-maft by the board, while the fhip's crew were fo

very much reduced as to be hardly able to clear the

wreck, in which I cheerfully affiiled, by cutting away

with a hatchet.

The two following days we continued fciidding before

3 D 2 the
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CHAP, the wind, with a reef in the fore-fail, the fea running
^^^' mountains high, and conftantly breaking over the veffel

—pumps going day and night ; foon after which we

faluted the Alarm frigate from Holland, which compli-

ment they returned.

At length, the weather becoming fair, we were carried

within foundings, on the 19th, when we hove the lead in

ninety fathom water; but the wind ihifting to the N. E.

with foul weather, we beat about in the chops of the

Channel, till the morning of the 21ft, when at half paft

one a fignal gun was fired for the other veffel, that

we faw the light off Scilly ; and at four o'clock P. M. got

the pilot on board.

Having been becalmed two days off Dover, it was the

27th before we firft faw the Dutch-coaft : here we purchafed

fome excellent filli from a Schevelin boat, with which we

entertained the whole crew, though during this fea voyage

no Ihip's company could be better provided.

Having kept off fhore during the night, we at laft

doubled Keykduyn and the Holder ; and on the 28th, at

three o'clock P. M. both fliips, under a difcharge of nine

guns, dropped anchor in the Texel roads.

On the 30th, having paffed the fmall iiland of Urk, in

the Zuyder Sea, which is the only rock in the province of

Holland, both veffels running before the wind with a

fine breeze, premeditatedly ftuck fail upon the Pmnpus—
this is a large bank of foft mire, covered with fhoal water,

and not far from Amfterdam, which it naturally protects

like
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like a barrier from all foreign invaders; lince all fhips CHAP.
XXX

whatever muft either be lifted over or dragged through ^_ --]j

this bank of mud.

The firft is done by finking two concave veffels, called

camels^ which being chained together under the bottom

of an Indiaman or man-of-war, of whatever burthen, the

water is pumped out of them, when rifing gradually to

the furface with their burthen, they carry it to where

there is to be found fufficient depth to keep it afloat.

The fecond method is pradtifed on fmaller veffels, and

confifts of half a dozen fail boats, called water-manakins^

towing them through the mud, which can never be

done but when flraight before the wind : at which time

not only the Ihip itfelf, but the boats that have her in

tow, muft crowd all the fail they poflibly can carry.

On the morning of the 31ft, having been becalmed all

night, a frefli breeze at E. again fprung up, when we
fired a gun as a fignal, and five or fix water-manakins

inftantly came off, by the help of which we were dragged

over the Pampus, not at the rate of fourteen knots an

hour, but at that of fourteen hours a knot, fince we did

not get clear of it in lefs than three days failing, though

not four miles in length : however, I muft confefs, that

the laft day we had fcarcely any wind at all.

During this tedious paffage, it was no bad entertain-

ment, to obferve the contraft between fome newly-arrived

Norwegians and us ; thofe people fitting upon deck in

their
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their fliirts, and wiping off the perfpiration, while we
were ftrutting in great coats and far caps, like fo many
Mufcovites, to keep us from the cold.

Having at this time received a confiderable prefent of

tefrefliments, fent by the city of Amfterdam to the de-

liverers of their favourite colony, and being fo near re-

vifiting their old friends and acquaintances, all on board

were in the higheft flow of fpirits, and exulting with

gladnefs—excepting q;z(?./—from whofe mind every hap-

pinefs was baniflied.

I muft here ftill relate the following lingular circum-

llance,: A man-of-war's boat coming alongfide the Hoi-

landia., the officer and crew no fooner entered on board,

than one of them, without fpeaking, ran up aloft, with a

knife in.'his teeth, to aui down the pennant. At this time

Lieutenant Colonel Seyburg, prefenting a mufquet, and

fwearing he would flioot him out of the rigging, the poor

fellow came down by the back-ftays like a Ihot, to our

great entertainment ; next, having explained to him that

both veffels had been put in commiffion by the Prince of

Orange, the amazed lieutenant made a handforae apo-

logy, and left the fliip.

On the 3d of June, every thing being in readiaefs, the

troops were put on board fix lighters, appointed to tranf-

port them to Bois-le-Duc, in which town they were

next to be compleated, and do the d^ity as part of the gar-

.rifon. On leaving the veffels we were once more faluted

with
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with nine guns from each ; which having returned with CHAP.
three cheers, we fet fail for the place above mentioned. ^^^'

As we paffed in the lighters through the inland towns,

fuch as Saardmn^ Haerkm^ and TergoWi I thought them
truly magnificent, particularly the glafs painting in the

great church of the latter; but their inhabitants, who
crouded about us, from curiofity to fee us, appeared but a

difgufling affemblage of ill-formed and ill-drelTed rab-

ble, fo much had my prejudices been, changed by living

among the- Indians and blacks : their eyes feemed to re-

femble thofe of a pig ; their complexions were like the

colour of foul linen ; they feemed to have no teeth, and

to be covered over with rags and dirt. This prejudice,

however, was not againfl thefe people only, but againft all

Europeans in general, when compared to the fparkling

eyes, ivory >eth, Ihining fkin, and remarkable cleanli-

nefs of thofe I had left behind me. But the moft ludi-

crous circumftance was, that during all this we never

once confidered [the truly extraordinary figure that we
made oiirfelves, being fo much fun-burnt and fo pale,

that we were nearly the colour of dried parchment, by
heat and fatigue;, and fo thin, that we looked like moving
flceletons ; to which I may add, that having lived fo long

in the woods, we had perfedly the appearance of wild

people ; and I in particular, very defervedly, obtained the

charadterillic title of le Sauvage AngloiSf or the Englifli

favage.

In this flate we arrived, on the 9th, at the town

7 of
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CHAP, of Bois-le~Duc, where the troops were finally difem-

^^-
. barked.

" Per varies cafus, & tot difcrimina rerum,

" Pervenimus ad Latium."

*' Olim meminifTe juvabit."

Thus ended, perhaps, one of the mod extraordinary ex-

peditions that was ever undertaken by European troops

;

and to which only the exploits of the American Buccaneers

have any, and even that a very diftant, refennblance.

On our arrival I found that Lieutenant Colonel fVef-

ter/o, who went fick to Europe, in 1773, w^as not yet quite

recovered. This gentleman now invited me, in company

with fome others, to dine with him at the public mefs

;

where, w^hile fome Dutch officers complained that the

foup was fmoaky, and the beef was tough, we adventurers

declared that we never had tailed a more delicious repaft;

and at the fame time, while they praifed the flrawberries,

cherries, and other European fruits,we thought them very

indifferent, and greatly inferior to the avogado-pear, the

water-melon, and the pine-apple, to which we had been

lately accuftomed—which fhews that every thing in this

world is only good or bad by comparifon.

The following day we were introduced, on the parade,

to the Lieutenant Governor, General Kardenbrook^ and

Jpent the evening at his lady's card afTembly, where I

muft acknowledge I was charmed with fome very fweet

faces, frefli as the rofe and the lily, while they were no

lefs entertained with our grotefque appearance, though

* we
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we had now borrowed the affiftance of powder and chap.
l^omatum. ^^'

On the i8th the troops were finally cleared with, and

paid their remaining arrears, and thofe who chofe it per-

mitted to return to their former regiments. Some of the

privates had from thirty to forty pounds to receive, which,

failor-like, having earned it like horfes, they fpent like afles . •

Among others, a young fellow of my company, whofe late

regiment chanced to be quartered in the very fame town,

hired three poft-chaifes to carry him the length of one

ftreet only, ordering a couple of drunken fiddlers in the

firft, his knapfack in the fecond, and placing himfelf in the

third, fupported by a brace of the frail fifterhood: he was,

however, unfortunately ftiipwrecked in his courfe, being

run foul of by the major de place, who, having broken the

fiddles, and fet the ladies adrift, towed the roaring adven-

turer himfelf, after a hard tug, to the quarter-guard,

where he came to an anchor in the bilboes, till the gale

of his diflipation was quite fpent, and he had got rid of

all his cargo. In a fimilar manner went moft of the

money which had been earned with fo much danger,

hardfhip, and fatigue.

Now came the time to keep my long-made refolution

of bidding a lajling farewell to Colonel Fourgeoud's regi-

ment ; from which, on the loth day of Auguft, I obtained

my free difmiffion, having requefted it, immediately

after my debarkation, from the Prince of Orange, who
at the fame time honoured me with a frefh Captain's

Vol. II. 3 E commifljon
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CHAP, commiflion in the Honourable General Stuart's regirfient,

XXX.
-^vhich I had left in September 1772; while from. that

date to this very day my full pay had amounted to little

more than four hundred and fifty j)ounds flerling, hav-

ing regularly been Hopped out of this fun^ t&n pounds per

annum for the putrid beef, pork, rulk-bread, and hard

peafe, that fo miraculoufly had kept foul and body toge-

ther.

Let me not, however, be confidered as wifliing to call

a reflexion on the Dutch nation in general, who indeed

omitted nothing for our prefervation and encouragement

during this long and painful fervice : a people whofe

virtues have been for ages as confpicuous as their valour

.^one man alone was the caufe of all our fufFerings.

Having now exchanged my blue coat for a fcarlet one,

bought a very handfome horfe, and put Quaco in a bril-

liant livery, I for the laft time entertained my fhip-mates,

with whom, without exception, I drank an everlafting

friendfhip : then taking my final farewell of them all, I

the next morning fet out to rejoin the old Scotch regi-

ment, where I was received with the ftrongeft marks of

joy and unfeigned friendfliip by the corps.

Going now to take my leave of Surinam, after all the

horrors and cruelties with which I niuft have hurt both

the eye and the heart of the feeling reader, I will clofe

the fcene with an emblematical picture of Europe fup-

ported by Africa and America^ accompanied by an ardent

wifli that in the friendly manner as they are reprefented,,

X they
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they Jtiay henceforth and to all eternity be the props of chap.
XXX

«ach other. I might have included Alia, but this I omit- , _
'

,

ted, as having no conne6tion with the prefent narrative :

we only differ in colour, but are certainly all created by

the fame Hand. Thus, if it has not pleafed fortune to

make us equal in rank and authority, let us at lead ufp

the fuperiority we poflefs with moderation, and not

only proffer that happinefs which we have to beftow on

our equals, but let us extend it with chearfulnefs to the

loweft of our deferving dependants.

On the 25th of Augufl- 1 repaired to the palace of LoOy

in Guelderland, where, by the Colonel of the regiment, I

was introduced to his Serene Highnefs the Stadtbolder\

who not only was pleafed to gi:ve me a gracious recep-

tion, remarking, that by my looks I mufl have fuffered

miich, but foon after promoted me to the rank of Major

in the fame Scottifli regiment.

As I had now the pleafure alfo to fee a few others of my
fellow fufferers recompenfed after their hardfhips, I had

reafon to think the lefs of our former troubles ; thus, in-

ftead of indulging in cenfure, I found a more folid confo-

lation in the triumph of truths w^hich was brought to

light without my farther interference.

" Magna eft Veritas & prevalebit."

On the 24th of September I went to the Hague, where

I prefented his Serene Highnefs with eighteen figures in

wax, made by myfelf, for his mufeum, which were moft

3 E 2 gracioufly
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CHAP, gracioufly accepted. They reprefented the free Indiatrs

^]^^'
,

of Guiana, and negro flaves of Surinam, engaged in dif-

ferent occupations, on an ifland, fupported by a cryllal

mirror, and ornamented with gold.

I now alfo, with bis own confenty made a prefent of

my faithful black boy, Quaco, to the Gountefs of Rofen-

daali to whofe family 1 was under very great obligations

;

and who lince, on account of his honefty and fober con-

duct, not only chriftened him, by the name of Stedman^

at my defire, but promoted him to be their butler, with

a promife to take care of him as long as he lived ; which

was particularly grateful to me, being fueh advantages

as I could never have procured for him myfelf.

Here I cannot omit an anecdote of attachment in this

boy :—Having fet out by myfelf on a Ihort journey, I

found a crown-piece more than I expe<^ed in my purfe,

and for which I was at a lois to account ; till on my return,

when I queftioned Quaco, he faid, " that fearing I might

" be fhort of calh, where people feemed fo fond of it, he

" had put his five-fliilling piece in my pocket."—This

action was the more generous, not only in the manner it

was done, hut being at that time the only crown poor

Quaco poffeffed in this worUK

About the latter end of October, I was offered by the

dire<51:ors of the fettlement to be fent over as a lieutenant

governor to the colony of Berbice, fituated next to Suri-

nam. In confequence, I immediately went to Amjierdam,

to wait on them-* and hear the propofals, in which they

indeed
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indeed offered me a higher falary, and greater advantages, chap.

than they had ever offered to any other gentleman in that ,^^^'

j

lituation; but I infilled on having either the govern-

ment if I furvived, or a decent penfion after a certain

number of years at my return ; which being out of their

power, they faid, to grant, I decHned accepting of the

offer altogether, judging it more prudent to recover my
health and vigour in Europe with a Scottifh company,

than to parch any longer under the Torrid Zone, with-

out a profpecSt of fettling at home with honour and a

competent fortune. Nor was it long before I perfectly

recovered, and became as ftout and healthy as I had ever

been in all my life : a happinefs of whirf:h not one among

one hundred of my late fhip-mates could boafl.

Among others, poor Colonel. Fourgeoud did not

long enjoy his good fortune; for he was fcareely arrived

in Holland, with the remaining few who flayed fome time

behind us, than his beloved ptijan having failed him, he

was one morning found dead in his bed, attended only by

a negro, and buried with military honours at the Hague.

Not long after this, expired alfo in Surinam Four-

geoud^s mortal enemy, the Governor of the colony j

which vacancy was moft worthily filled up by Colonel

Sexier, and fince by the deferving Mr. Wicbers *.

From this period nothing worth recording occurred

• This gentleman having alfo refigned, mentioned in this'narrative) and who had!

I have the pleafure to acquaint my read- fome time before re-entered into the fer-.

ers, that in the year 1792, that gallant vice of the Society troops, was appointed,

©fficer, Mr. F. fred«ricy (fo frequently Governor of the. colony of Surinam.
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CHAP, till the year 1782, when the£mperor of Germany hav-
^^^' ing retaken the barrier towns from the States of Holland,

General Stuart's regiment was the laft that evacuated the

city of Namur, and on the fame day the Imperial troops

marched in to take poffeflion: after which the Emperor

ordered, in the year 1783, all the fortifications to be de-

moliflied. Soon after this, the Scotch brigade, the pri-

vates of which now confifted of all nations, was natura-

lized by the States of Holland, that is, formed into three

Dutch regiments, on account of the war with Great Bri-

tain ; and this circumftance induced myfelf and moft of

the principal officers immediately to refign—as we refufed

to ferve againft our King and Country.

Having thus left the Dutch fervice, on which day, by

the Prince of Orange, I was complimented with the rank

of lieutenant-colonel', the above gentlemen went to Eng-

land, where, in confequence of their loyalty, they were

taken under his Britannic Majefty's protection ; andj

on the i8th of June, eleven of them, of which number

I was fo happy to make one, were, by General Conway.,

introduced at St. James's, where we had the honour to

kifs his Majefty's hand.

On the a7th of the fame month, the half-pay was voted

for them all by the Britifh Houfe of Commons, accord-

ing to the rank in which each individual had a5iually

ferved while abroad *.—But, that the reader may have

* The above gentlemen, who were vival of that old and honourable corps in

looked upon as being the real reprefenta- Britain, which was fince re-embodied un-

tires of his Majefty's Scotch brigade, had der the command of General Francis

their loyalty further rewarded by the re- Dundas-, and fent to garrifon Gibraltar.

fome
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fame idea of what is meant by the Scotch Brigade, chap.,

and of what they formerly confifted, I will beg leave to XXX.

infert the following particulars :

" In 1570 this ancient corps firft landed in Holland, as

" independent companies, commanded by fome of the

" firft noblemen in Scotland.

** In tlie year 1578 their gallant behaviour, together

** with the Englilli, at the battle oi Reminat, near Mecb^

" lirii is mentioned particularly by Strada.

" In 1579 Menin was furprifed, and the Spanifli and

" Walloon guards taken prifoners by Colonel Balfour

^

*' with his regiment alone.

*« In 1588, at the memorable blockade of Bergen-op--

" Zoom by the Prince of Parma, the Scots, under the

" command of General Balfour and Colonel Scott, made
" a fortie, and demolifhed the greateft part of the Spanifli

" lines, by which the enemy were forced to break up the

*' (lege, with conliderable lofs of men and ammunition.

** In 1590, at the liege of Zutphen-Devenier, Nimegum
« and Hulfl, their bravery is Avell known.

" In 1593 they fhared fo much of the glory at the

"taking of Gertrudenberg, that both General Balfour

** and his regiment were highly diftinguiflied by Prince:

*• Maurice. The general he made governor to command
*• the garrifon,, inftead of his brother Prince Henry ; and

<* the regiment he appointed,, as the moft fpirited corps,,

^ to defend it..
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CHAP. "In 1599, ^^ t^^6 taking of Bommel, the Scots fuffered

XXX. u j^q£^ confiderably.

** In 1600 two field officers, eight captains, with above

" fix hundred private men, were left dead on the field,

<* after the famous Battle of the Downsy near Nieuport,

" where both they and the Englilh behaved with the

" greateft gallantry ; and to the valour of thefe united

" bands was attribvited the fuccefs of the day.

" In 1601, at the fiege of OJlend, which lafted three

<* years, and at which was levelled the whole power of

<' Spain, nothing could equal the valour and courage

** both of the Scotch and Englifli, the firft commanded
" by Generals Balfour and St. Clair, the latter by Lords

*< Willoughby and Vere ; who, after a great flaughter of

*' the Spaniards (including all their beft officers) forced

** the aflailants to raife the fiege, and retreat with great

" fhame and confufion.

** During the government of the three firft Princes of

** Ov2.x\g'&jJVilliam,Mauricey2ini\Frederick-Henryi the Scotch

** behaved with fo much bravery, honour and reputation,

" that by the laft prince (befides many other marks of

" diftindtion which he conferred on them) they were

** called the bulwarks of the repubUck.

" The neceflTary limits of this chapter compel me to

** omit many memorable fervices which were rendered

** by this diftinguiflied body of men to the provinces of

" Holland; but I cannot overlook the laft fiege of Bergen-

<< op-Zoom by the French, in 1747 ; where, while others

" fliame-
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^' fhamefuUy ran away, one regiment of Scots in the CHAP.
" middle of the town, having twice repiilfed the enemy, ^^^'

^

*' fought alone till they were nearly cut to pieces, leaving

*' fifteen officers and above five hundred privates on the

*' field."—Such is the hiflory of the late Scotch brigade

in the Dutch fervice ; and fuch were the outlines of its

military character, till the day of its diiTolution, in 1783.

I muft now draw this narrative to a conclufion, by

once more mentioning the name of Joanna, and ac-

quaint the reader, that, alas! Joanna is no

MORE ! ! !

In the month of Auguft 1783, I received the melan-

choly tidings from Mr. Gourlay (which pierced me to

the foul) that on the fatal Jifib of November this vir-

tuous young woman departed this life, as fome fuf-

pedled by poifon *, adminiilered by the hand of jea-

loufy and envy, on account of her profperity, and the

marks of diftindtion which her fuperior merit had fo

juftly attracfted from the refpedtable part of the colony.

But fhe is no more ! — Reader ! — the virtuous Joanna,

who fo often faved my life, is no more I !
!—Her adopted

mother, Mrs.Godefroy, who bedewed her beauteous body

with tears, ordered it to be interred with every mark of

refpe6t, under the grove of orange-trees where Ihe had

lived. Her lovely boy was fent to me, with a bill of near

two hundred pounds," his private property, by inheri-

tance from his mother.—Soon after which expired both

his very faithful guardians.

* He^emancipated brother Henry underwent the Hyno melancholy fate.

Vol. II. 3 F This
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CHAP. This CHARMING YOUTH, having made a moft com-

mendable progrefs in his education in Devon, went two

Weft India voyages, with the higheft character as a failor
;

and during the Spanijlj troubles ferved with honour as

a midfliipman on board his Majefty's fliips Southampton

and Lizard, ever ready to engage in any fervice that the

advantage of his king and country called for.—But, Oh!

—he alfo is no more, having lince peti/Jyed at fea off the

ifland of Jamaica,

The effedt which the following lines had on the fym-

pathetic and ingenious Mrs. Cowley, could alone induce

me to intrude them on the Public. — Let this be ray

apology——Oh !, more than bitter tafk ! ! !

An Cleg^ ON MY SAILOR,

Ljovd founds the tempefl: !—^peals of thunder roar

;

Tremendous lightnings flalh from fliore to fhore :

Seas dafh the fhaking rocks—feas mount the flaming iky,.

And elements convuls'd, fpeak diflblution nigh.

Such fcenes as thefe (while toffing on the waves.

True to his duty ftill) the manly failor braves j

Such was my Boy—(whofe eyes could never weep

But for his neighbour's woes) now fwallow'd in the deep,.

Oh ! agonizing pain—pain never felt before— ^

My manly boy—my John'—my Sailor is no more; t

Still let me mourn with hope and God adore : J.

With hope, to fee my failor once again

Floating on feas of blifs, thro' th' azure main:

Till then a fhort farewell—my lovely boy,

TI;y Ihipmates darling, and thy father's joy.

6 Yet
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Yet one fmall comfort fooches (while doom'd to part, CHAP
Dear gallant youth !) thy parent's broken heart; XXX.

, No more thy tender frame, thy blooming age.

Shall be the Iport of Ocean's turb'lent rage i.

No more thy o//w-beauties on the waves

Shall be the fcorn of fome European flaves

;

Whofe optics, blind to merit, ne'er could fpy

That fterling worth could bloom beneath a weftern fky.

No more, my dear—no more— (while /uch were fearedJ

Undaunted fhalt thou rock upon the yard ;

There, while the lilver moon gleam'd thro' the gale.

With manly fkill and courage hand the fail.

When Fame, who fcann'd the value of her Tar,

Did make thee fhine on board a man-of-war

With honor * while, with equal glory fir'd.

To pleafe a parent, brother, friend, thou e'er afpir'd

;

Till Death— relentlefs Death—none can withftand.

To cut thy cable gave the last command I ! t

Soar now, my angel, to thy Maker's Ihrine,

There reap that prize, due to fuch worth as thine.

Fly, gentle Iliade—fly to that bleft abode.

There view thy mother—and adore thy God :

There, Oh! my Boy l-r^ on that celeftial ihofe^

Oh ! may we gladly meet— and part no more ! ! I

A Parent.

• Since the above lines were written, ift of June 1794.—This officer loved

the laft of his commanders, the gallant my Sailor well ; nor was he lefs efteemed

Captain John Hittt, loft his life in the by Captain Richard Kcatcs, from whom
memorable a£tion, fought under Admiral he had the honour to receive his iirfl

Lord Howe,, againft the French, en the naval education.

And
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i:: H A P. And now farewell, rr^j friends, who have been pleafed

XXX.
J.Q perufe this narrative of my diftreffes with fympathetic

fenfibihty; particularly thofe whofe goodnefsof heart can

forgive my inaccuracies and foibles.—I fay, farewell

:

claiming no other merit whatever throughout thefe

pages, than that of having fpoke the Jlmple truth ; which,

if I wilfully have violated, may thefe volvimes perifl^,

and be forgotten with their author !—But fhould this

treafure, truth, fo rarely to be met with, be fouivi in

ihis performance :

—

" Let one poor fprlg of bays around my head

*' Bloom while I live ; and point me out when dead."

1' H E END.
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